Composite Writing Matrix

	Composite Matrix for the 

Conventions of Grammar, Mechanics of Editing, Revision and Organizational Strategies, and 

Writing Products

All grade levels should reinforce the grammatical conventions, mechanics of editing, revision and organization strategies, and writing products taught in previous grades. The writing products listed are provided as examples for a particular type of writing students should produce and should also be reinforced from grade to grade.



	Grade Level
	Conventions of Grammar
	Mechanics of Editing
	Revision and Organizational Strategies
	Writing Products

(Examples)

	1
	· personal pronouns

· common and proper nouns

· singular and plural nouns

· conjunctions (and, but, or)
	Capitalization

· first word of a sentence

· names of people

· pronoun I
Punctuation
· periods

· exclamation points

· question marks

Spelling

· high-frequency words

· three- and four-letter short-vowel words
	· word choice

· use of simple sentences
	Narrative writing

· stories

· journal entries

Writing to describe

· personal experiences

· people 

· places

· things

Writing to entertain

· rhymes

· poems 

Writing to communicate

· thank you notes

	2
	· personal pronouns

· common and proper nouns

· singular and plural nouns

· proper adjectives

· conjunctions (and, but, or)
	Capitalization

· proper nouns

· initials of a person’s name

· courtesy titles (Mr., Ms.)

· days of the week

· months of the year

· titles of books, poems, and songs

Punctuation

· apostrophes in contractions

· commas in a series

· commas in dates

· quotation marks to show someone is speaking

Spelling

· words that do not fit regular spelling patterns (for example, was, were, says, said)

· high-frequency words

· basic short-vowel, long-vowel, r-controlled, and consonant-blend patterns
	· word choice

· logical progression of ideas

· use of simple sentences with compound subjects and predicates

· paragraphs that follow a logical sequence (beginning, middle, and end)

· use of transitional words

· quality of voice

	Narrative writing

· stories

· journal entries 

Writing to describe

· objects

· people

· places 

· events 

Writing to entertain

· rhymes

· poems 

· songs

Writing to communicate

· directions

· instructions

	3
	· comparative and superlative adjectives

· prepositions

· prepositional phrases

· conjunctions (because, since, yet, until)

· nominative and objective case pronouns


	Capitalization

· geographic names

· holidays

· historical and special events

Punctuation

· commas in addresses

· commas in the greetings and closings of letters

· commas in compound sentences

· apostrophes in contractions

· apostrophes in possessive nouns

· periods in abbreviations

· indentation of paragraphs

Spelling

· misused homonyms
· high-frequency multisyllabic words

· words that have blends

· contractions

· compound words

· orthographic patterns (for example, qu, consonant doubling, changing the ending of a word from –y to –ies when forming the plural)
	· word choice

· logical progression of ideas

· use of compound sentences

· paragraphs that include topic sentences with supporting details and logical transitions

· quality of voice

	Narrative writing that includes 

· characters 

· setting 

· logical sequence

Writing to describe 

· people

· places

· events 

Writing to entertain

· riddles

· jokes

Writing to communicate

· friendly letters that include a greeting, body, closing, and signature

· invitations that include the time, date, and place of the event

	4
	· subject-verb agreement

· past, present, and future verb tenses

· conjunctions (although, while, neither, nor)
· adverbs of time, place, manner, and degree

· pronoun-antecedent agreement


	Capitalization
· titles of works of art

· titles of magazines and newspapers

· brand names

· proper adjectives

· names of organizations

Punctuation

· quotation marks to indicate direct quotations or dialogue
· quotation marks to indicate titles of works (for example, articles, reports, chapters, and other short pieces) published within separately published works

· between main clauses

· underlining/italics to indicate titles of separately published works such as books and magazines 

Spelling

· words with suffixes and prefixes

· multisyllabic words
	· word choice

· organization and development of ideas

· use of simple and compound sentences

· multiple-paragraph compositions that include a central idea with supporting details and appropriate transitions

· quality of voice

	Narrative writing that includes

· details 

· sequence of events 

· development of plot 
Descriptive writing that 

· appeals to the readers’ senses 

Writing to entertain

· skits

· plays

Writing to communicate

· postcards 

· flyers 

· letters 

· e-mails




	5
	· irregular comparative and superlative adjectives 

· irregular adverbs

· interjections

· past participles of commonly misused verbs

· subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent agreement with collective nouns


	Capitalization

· ethnic groups

· national groups

· established religions and languages

Punctuation

· colons

· hyphens

Spelling

· commonly confused words

· multisyllabic constructions

· double consonant patterns

· irregular vowel patterns in multisyllabic words
	· word choice

· organization and development of ideas and voice
· use of simple, compound, and complex sentences

· multiple-paragraph compositions that include a central idea with supporting details with appropriate transitions
	Narrative writing that includes 

· fully developed plot 
· consistent point of view 
Descriptive writing that uses 

· precise language 

· vivid details

Writing to entertain

· picture books
· comic books
· graphic novels

Writing to inform

· book reviews

· newsletter articles

	6
	· main and subordinate clauses

· indefinite pronouns

· pronoun-antecedent agreement

· consistent verb tenses


	Punctuation

· semicolon

· commas to enclose appositives 

· commas to separate introductory clauses and phrases

Spelling

· spell correctly using Standard American English

	· use of revision strategies to improve clarity, tone, voice, content, and the development of ideas 

· use of simple, compound, and complex sentences

· multiple-paragraph compositions that include a central idea with supporting details with appropriate transitions
	Narrative writing that includes 

· fully developed plot 
· consistent point of view 
Descriptive writing that uses 

· precise language 

· vivid details

Writing to inform

· brochures

· pamphlets

· reports

Writing to persuade

· print advertise-ments

· commercial scripts

	7
	Reinforcement of the grammatical conventions previously taught


	Punctuation

· ellipses

· parentheses

Spelling

· spell correctly using Standard American English

	· use of revision strategies to improve clarity, tone, voice, content, and the development of ideas 

· use of simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences

· multiple-paragraph compositions that include a central idea with supporting details with appropriate transitions
	Narrative writing 

· personal essays
· narrative poems
Descriptive writing in other modes

· narrative

· expository

· persuasive

Writing to inform

· book, movie, or product reviews

· news reports

Writing to persuade

· letters to the editor
· essays 



	8
	Reinforcement of the grammatical conventions previously taught


	Punctuation

· ellipses

· parentheses

Spelling

· spell correctly using Standard American English

	· use of revision strategies to improve clarity, tone, voice, and the development of ideas 

· use of simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences

· multiple-paragraph compositions that include a central idea with supporting details with appropriate transitions
	Narrative writing 

· memoirs

Descriptive writing in other modes

· narrative

· expository

· persuasive

Writing to inform

· letters of request, inquiry, or complaint

· reports

Writing to persuade

· speeches

· editorials

· essays

	E1
	· subject-verb agreement

· pronoun-antecedent agreement

· agreement of nouns and their modifiers

· verb formation

· pronoun case

· formation of comparative and superlative adjectives and adverbs 

· idiomatic usage 


	Reinforcement of the mechanics of editing previously taught
	· use of simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences

· multiple-paragraph compositions that have an introduction and conclusion, include a coherent thesis and use support such as definitions and descriptions 

· use of revision strategies to improve clarity, tone, voice, content, and the development of ideas 
	Narrative writing 

· memoir

· personal essays

· narrative poems

Descriptive writing in other modes

· narrative

· expository

· persuasive

Writing to inform:

· letters of request, inquiry, or complaint

Persuasive writing 

· speeches

· editorials

· essays

· reports

	E2
	· subject-verb agreement

· pronoun antecedent agreement

· agreement of nouns and their modifiers

· verb formation

· pronoun case

· formation of comparative and superlative adjectives and adverbs 

· idiomatic usage 


	Reinforcement of the mechanics of editing previously taught
	· use of simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences

· multiple paragraph compositions that have an introduction and conclusion, include a coherent thesis, and use support (for example, definitions and descriptions) 

· use of revision strategies to improve clarity, tone, voice, content, and the development of ideas 
	Narrative writing 

· memoirs

· personal essays

· narrative poems

Descriptive writing in other modes

· narrative

· expository

· persuasive

Persuasive writing 

· speeches

· editorials

· essays

· reports

Technical Writing

· proposals

· instructions

· process documentation 

Writing to inform

· resumes

· memos

· letters of request, inquiry, or complaint


	E3
	· subject-verb agreement

· pronoun-antecedent agreement

· agreement of nouns and their modifiers

· verb formation

· pronoun case

· formation of comparative and superlative adjectives and adverbs 

· idiomatic usage 


	· internal and end of sentence punctuation

· commas to indicate appositives 

· word placement to avoid ambiguity

· appropriate coordination and subordination

· relationship between and among clauses

· placement of modifiers

· shifts in construction.


	· use of simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences

· multiple paragraph compositions that have an introduction and conclusion, include a coherent thesis, and use support (for example, definitions and descriptions) 

· use of revision strategies to improve clarity, tone, voice, content, and the development of ideas 
	Narrative writing 

· memoirs

· personal essays

· narrative poems

Descriptive writing
· personal essays

· travel writing

· restaurant reviews

Persuasive writing

· speeches

· editorials

· essays

· reports

Technical Writing

· proposals

· instructions

· process documentation 

Writing to inform

· résumés 

· memos

· letters of request, inquiry, or complaint

“On-demand” writing

	E4
	· subject-verb agreement

· pronoun-antecedent agreement

· agreement of nouns and their modifiers

· verb formation

· pronoun case

· formation of comparative and superlative adjectives and adverbs 

· idiomatic usage 


	· internal and end of sentence punctuation

· commas to indicate appositives 

· word placement to avoid ambiguity

· appropriate coordination and subordination

· relationship between and among clauses

· placement of modifiers

· shifts in construction.


	· use of simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences

· multiple paragraph compositions that have an introduction and conclusion, include a coherent thesis, and use support (for example, definitions and descriptions) 

· use of revision strategies to improve clarity, tone, voice, content, and the development of ideas 


	Narrative writing 

· memoirs

· personal essays

· narrative poems

Descriptive writing
· personal essays

· travel writing

· restaurant reviews

Persuasive writing 

· speeches

· editorials

· essays

· reports

Career-oriented and technical writing

· memos

· business letters

· résumés 

· technical reports

· information analyses

· proposals

·  instructions

·  process documentation

“On-demand” writing


