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2025 MCAS Testing Grades / Content Area

Alden 

14 days total plus 8 days of makeup testing

Grade 3
Grade 4
Grade 5

ELA / Math
ELA / Math
ELA / Math / STE

Duxbury Middle

16 days total plus 11 days of makeup testing 

Grade 6
Grade 7
Grade 8

ELA / Math
ELA / Math
ELA / Math / STE / Civics  

Duxbury High 

6 days full testing plus 8 days of makeup 
testing

Grade 9 
Grade 10

Biology
ELA / Math

All Tests were Administered Online   *    District devices prepped   *   Testing schedules created   *   Small group locations identified   *   Specialist schedules adjusted

Lunch schedules adjusted   *   Special Education / Interventionists schedule adjusted   *   Training occurs for all staff   *   Students’ impact varies
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MCAS Updates / Changes in 2025 

● Passing score on MCAS is no longer a graduation requirement in the State of 

Massachusetts 

● Grade 8 Civics is no longer a pilot 

● Science pilot performance assessment component 

● Use of AI to grade
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DESE Accountability System 

Considers:
Achievement   /   Student Growth   /   High School Completion   /    Progress Towards English Proficiency
Chronic Absenteeism    /   Advanced Coursework Completion 
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Accountability System / DPS Classifications
District Classification:                                                        

Not Requiring Assistance or Intervention

Progress Towards Improvement Targets: 
Substantial Progress Towards Targets 

2025 Official Accountability Report
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https://profiles.doe.mass.edu/accountability/report/district.aspx?linkid=30&orgcode=00820000&orgtypecode=5&


Accountability 
System 

Alden School 

School Classification:                                                        
Not Requiring Assistance or Intervention

Progress Towards Improvement Targets: 

Meeting or Exceeding Targets 

2025 Official Accountability Report
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https://profiles.doe.mass.edu/accountability/report/school.aspx?linkid=31&orgcode=00820004&orgtypecode=6&


Accountability 
System 

Duxbury Middle 
School 

School Classification:                                                        
Not Requiring Assistance or Intervention

Progress Towards Improvement Targets: 

Substantial Progress Towards Targets 

2025 Official Accountability Report
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https://profiles.doe.mass.edu/accountability/report/school.aspx?linkid=31&orgcode=00820305&orgtypecode=6&


Accountability 
System:

Duxbury High 
School 

School Classification:                                                        
Not Requiring Assistance or Intervention

Progress Towards Improvement Targets: 

Meeting or Exceeding Targets 

2025 Official Accountability Report

9

https://profiles.doe.mass.edu/accountability/report/school.aspx?linkid=31&orgcode=00820505&orgtypecode=6&


MCAS Data is parallel with Other Data 

Voices of our Students

Additional Student Outcomes:
Content specific formative and summative assessment 

Instructional Data: 
Classroom observations, instructional walkthroughs, 

availability of high-quality materials

Perspectives Data:
Student surveys, VOCAL data, focus group feedback

Systems and Structures Data:
Results from Curriculum Reviews, Strategic Plan implementation

  I don’t think MCAS is a great way to 
measure kids, sometimes on the day of the 
test you don’t feel great or you had a bad 
morning…”

MCAS is a core value of 
Duxbury Public Schools   
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Alden School 
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Alden ELA

3rd 4th 5th

Strengths & 
Celebrations 

● Trending upward after a small dip last 
year

● Using key ideas and details from the text 
to support understanding 

● Using words in context/determining 
meaning 

● Using key ideas and details from the text to 
support understanding and make inferences

● Character development and traits
● Author’s point of view
● Using words in context/determining meaning 

● Growth steadily trending upward in meeting and 
exceeding over the past four years

● Growth in writing meeting and exceeding
● Using text features, key ideas and details
● Using words in context/determining meaning 

Areas of 
Development

Essay and constructed response continue to 
be the focus of our work as we develop early 
writing skills and development.

Essays: Growth in writing conventions, continue to 
work on idea development and constructed 
response

Writing: Idea development
Citing evidence from a text
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Alden MATH

3rd 4th 5th

Strengths ● Highest scores in recent years. M/E went 
from 50%-70%. E percentile almost tripled

● Growth in fractions 
● Solving word problems
● Using and understanding place value

● 72% M/E
● Problems with fractions
● Use knowledge of place value and operations to solve 

multi-digit equations

● Consistent growth in M/E and decrease in 
PM, 70% M/E

● Increase in geometry
● Operations with whole numbers and 

decimals
● Solving word problems

Areas of 
Development

● Geometry 
● Multi-step problems 

● Geometry 
● Multi-step problems 

● Complex fractions
● Multi-step problems 
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Alden STE

5th

Strengths ● Above the state in all standards, 
74% M/E

● Demonstrated growth in life 
science

● Overall strength on 
Technology/Engineering items 

Areas of 
Development

● Working with models, maps, and 
diagrams

● Using informational text to 
develop constructed responses
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Alden Next Steps
● Focus on supporting all staff through the implementation of CKLA to strengthen Tier 1 core instruction and practices in reading and 

writing.  Classroom teachers and Reading Specialists will continue our work on constructed  and essay responses across content areas. 
CKLA is predicted to positively impact literacy skills, particularly writing, in the coming years.

● Reading Specialists, through the work of CKLA, will support teachers in and out of the classrooms by highlighting best instructional and 
routine practices.

● Special area teachers and service providers are working to make cross-curricular connections to enhance student knowledge.

● We will continue to follow-up on the math review suggestions focusing on key  content/vocabulary at each grade level, adjusting the scope 
and sequence of units, and regularly using hands-on materials, visuals and engagement strategies aligned with the math practice standards.

● Math intervention teams at both school will continue to work on developing strong foundational skills.

● Classroom teachers will continue to plan and prepare collaboratively to improve grade level coherence and providing a common student 
experience by being vertically and horizontally aligned.

● To ensure our high needs population can fully access the curriculum and achieve their personal best academic growth we will continue to 
strengthen co-teaching practices, intervention strategies,  and family engagement.
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Mathematics 6-12 
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DMS MATH

6th 7th 8th

Strengths ● Outperformed the state in meeting and 
exceeding expectations

● Outperformed the state on 29 out of 40 
questions by an average of almost 9%

● Outperformed the state in meeting and 
exceeding expectations

● Outperformed the state on 36 out of 40 
questions by an average of  over 10%

● Outperformed the state in meeting and 
exceeding expectations

● Outperformed the state on 32 of 40 
questions by an average of almost 13%. 

Areas of 
Development

● Five questions averaging 19.6% below 
the state were in the standard of 
statistics and probability.

● Expressions and equations 3 questions 
6% below the state.

● Two questions below the state were in 
statistics and probability one in number 
sense and ratios and proportions.

● 5 of  8 questions below the state average 
were in number system and expressions 
and equations.
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DMS Next Steps MATH

● Stay the course and continue our commitment to the IM program

● Revisit timelines to optimize time in each unit rather than sacrificing later units.

● Strengthen 6th grade statistics & probability and expressions & equations which showed 
significant gaps from state performance (averaging 19.6% and 6% respectively across 5 
and 3 questions). 

●  Continue to support high quality tier one instruction with a focus on effective 

collaboration and successful co-teaching models to support the high need students with 

a 28% gap between the high needs and all students 83%-55%. 
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DHS MATH (Grade 10)

10th

Strengths ● No students in not meeting 
expectations

● An increase in both meeting and 
exceeding expectations. 

● Outperformed the state average 
on every single question by an 
average of 20.67%

Areas of 
Development

● Co-teaching development and 
rigorous tier one instruction to 
support our high needs students
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DHS Next Steps MATH

● Continue to support the rigor and instruction for our math program here 
at DHS

● Implement effective tier 1 co-teaching strategies to support our high 
needs students 22% partially meeting expectations vs 8% for all students.
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Literacy 6-12 
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DMS ELA

6th 7th 8th

Strengths ● Consistently outperform the state
● SGP edging into strong growth

● Consistently outperform the state
● SGP within typical growth

● Consistently outperform the state
● SGP within typical growth

Areas of 
Development

Of the 43 High Needs students in this grade, 
● 21 are partially meeting 
● 11 are not meeting

Of the 54 High Needs students in this 
grade, 

● 23 are partially meeting 
● 13 are not meeting

Of the 44 High Needs students in this 
grade, 

● 21 are partially meeting 
● 8 are not meeting 22



DMS Next Steps ELA
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Design at the Margins approach
● Re-structured department time
● Micro-communities:

○ Literacy
○ Making Thinking Visible
○ AI as a Learning Tool
○ My friend, Data

Focus on Deeper Learning
● Deeper learning occurs at the intersection of mastery, creativity, 

and identity

Wish List Item:
Structured, supported, consistent 

time to calibrate scoring and feedback 
protocols



DHS ELA (Grade 10)

10th

Strengths ● Consistently outperform the state
● SGP is at the high end of typical 

growth (58)

Areas of 
Development

Of the 29 High Needs students in this grade, 
● 10 are partially meeting 
● 0 are not meeting
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DHS Next Steps ELA
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Design at the Margins approach
● Re-structured department time
● Micro-communities:

○ Literacy
○ Making Thinking Visible
○ AI as a Learning Tool
○ My friend, Data

Focus on Deeper Learning
● Deeper learning occurs at the intersection of mastery, creativity, and 

identity



Science Technology Engineering 6-12 
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DMS STE

Strengths:

● Outperformed the state in meeting and exceeding 
expectations

● Outperformed the state in all but three questions with 
only one question -2% below

● Standards of tech ed and life science were the strongest at 
11.5% and 13.1% above the state

● Physical science and earth science still doing well at 9.7 
%and 9.2% above the state average

Areas of Development:
● Support for our high needs students in STE
● Implementation of rigorous co-teaching strategies to 

challenge and support high needs students who were 73% 
beneath the meeting expectations mark compared to 42% 
for all students.
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DMS Next Steps STE

● A continued focus on the science practices.

● Department working groups to investigate strategies on informational text as a tool to advance 

students abilities to access  using resources from the SEPUP curriculum.

● Work with students to prepare for the development & implementation of the Massachusetts 

Science Performance Assessment. 

● Continue to support high quality tier one instruction with a focus on effective collaboration 

and successful co-teaching models.
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DHS STE  (Biology)

Strengths:
● Exceeded the state average on every question except 

18, crossing over, 19 protein synthesis and polygenes
● DHS students outpaced the state in meeting 

expectations and above
● Duxbury students only scored below not below the 

state average on 2 questions: Protein synthesis 
modeling and Polygenes

Areas of Development:
● More work on the science practice of modeling in 

the classroom.
● Typically polygenic traits are reserved for higher 

grades, move these types of problems to the ninth 
grade HS-LS3-4.

● Focus on effective collaboration and successful 
co-teaching models. To support our high needs 
students that are 14% higher in partially meeting 
expectations.
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DHS Next Steps STE

● Continue the good work in science with a deeper look at more advanced genetics 

problems

● Examine ways to help learners with needs through various co-teaching and strong 

tier 1 instruction that supports students with problem solving and informational 

text strategies.
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Civics, Grade 8 
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DMS Grade 8 Civics

2025 Civics MCAS

● Two components: 
○ State-level Performance Task: constructed & selected responses based on 

primary and secondary sources on one civic topic
○ End-of-Course Test: selected responses based on breadth of the civics 

standards
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DMS Grade 8 Civics

 Next Steps

● Investigating curricular resources 
through Democratic Knowledge 
Project

● Creating cross-curricular learning 
opportunities for the Civics Project
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Budget 
Implications

● Prioritizing staffing to ensure 
adequate class size 

● Ensuring students have options 
and opportunities   

● Administrator staffing to support 
students, teachers, and families 
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Questions / Comments
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The mission of the Duxbury Public Schools is 
to provide each student with equitable access 
to achieve personal and academic excellence.
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Portrait of A 
Graduate: 

A District’s Collective 
Vision for Student 

Success 
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Additional Resources 
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● DDESE Accountability SystemESE Accountability System 

https://www.doe.mass.edu/accountability/lists-tools/default.html


MCAS Scoring Guide 

Next Generation 
MCAS 

Achievement 
Level

Not Meeting 
Expectations

Partially Meeting 
Expectations

Meeting Expectations Exceeding 
Expectations

Next Generation 
MCAS Scaled 
Score Range 440-470 470-500 500-530 530-560

Student did not meet grade 
level expectations, school in 
coordination with family 
should implement academic 
support and/or additional 
instruction in subject 

Student partially met grade 
level expectations, school and 
family should consult to 
determine if student needs 
additional support in the 
subject 

Students met grade level 
expectations and is 
academically on track to 
succeed in the current grade 
in the subject

Students exceeded grade 
level expectations by 
demonstrating mastery of 
subject matter
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Historical Achievement Distribution

English Language Arts  
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Achievement Distribution by Year:  Gr 3 ELA
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Achievement Distribution by Year:  Gr 4 ELA
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Achievement Distribution by Year:  Gr 5 ELA
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Achievement Distribution by Year:  Gr 6 ELA
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Achievement Distribution by Year:  Gr 7 ELA
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Achievement Distribution by Year:  Gr 8 ELA
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Achievement Distribution by Year:  Gr 10 ELA
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Historical Achievement Distribution

Mathematics 
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Achievement Distribution by Year:  Gr 3 Math
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Achievement Distribution by Year:  Gr 4 Math
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Achievement Distribution by Year:  Gr 5 Math
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Achievement Distribution by Year:  Gr 6 Math
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Achievement Distribution by Year:  Gr 7 Math
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Achievement Distribution by Year:  Gr 8 Math
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Achievement Distribution by Year:  Gr 10 Math

55



Historical Achievement Distribution

Science / Technology / Engineering
Biology  
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Achievement Distribution by Year:  Gr 5 STE
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Achievement Distribution by Year:  Gr 8 STE
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Achievement Distribution by Year:  Biology 
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School / State Standards Results

English Language Arts  
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 School / State ELA Standards Results: Grade 3
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School / State ELA Standards Results: Grade 4
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 School / State ELA Standards Results: Grade 5

63



School / State ELA Standards Results: Grade 6
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 School / State ELA Standards Results: Grade 7
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School / State ELA Standards Results: Grade 8
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School / State ELA Standards Results: Grade 10
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School / State Standards Results

Mathematics  
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 School / State Math Standards Results: Grade 3
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 School / State Math Standards Results: Grade 4

70



 School / State Math Standards Results: Grade 5
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 School / State Math Standards Results: Grade 6
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School / State Math Standards Results: Grade 7
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 School / State Math Standards Results: Grade 8
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 School / State Math Standards Results: Grade 10
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 School / State Math Standards Results: Grade 10 cont. 
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School / State Standards Results

Civics 
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 District & School Civics Standards Results: Grade 8
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School / State Standards Results

Science, Technology, Engineering / 
Biology
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 School / State STE Standards Results: Grade 5
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School / State STE Standards Results: Grade 8
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 School / State Biology Standards Results
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Data Resources

Education to Career 
(E2C) Data Hub
Analyze student achievement data to 
identify trends and areas for growth.

Learn more

District Analysis 
Review Tool (DART)
Compare district statistics and 
outcomes.

Learn more

School & District 
Performance Summary
Analyze enrollment, Assessment, High 
School Indicators, Accountability 
Information.

Learn more

School and District 
Profiles
Data on enrollment, Demographics, 
Finance, Assessment, Accountability

Learn more

Employed Educators
Compare job classifications

Learn more

Finance
Analyze per pupil expenditures, 
Chapter 70 Budget spending, average 
teacher salaries

Learn more
83

https://educationtocareer.data.mass.gov/
https://app.powerbigov.us/view?r=eyJrIjoiY2E5YTI3MDctNTNkNi00OTRmLTkyNzEtMmMzODNmYzUyZmQxIiwidCI6IjNlODYxZDE2LTQ4YjctNGEwZS05ODA2LThjMDRkODFiN2IyYSJ9
https://app.powerbigov.us/view?r=eyJrIjoiMjA5YjZiNDktYWU5MC00ODYwLWE3MjEtY2E1MzNmMzQ2ZDE2IiwidCI6IjNlODYxZDE2LTQ4YjctNGEwZS05ODA2LThjMDRkODFiN2IyYSJ9
https://profiles.doe.mass.edu/search/map.aspx?mode=g&county=Plymouth&town=128
https://app.powerbigov.us/view?r=eyJrIjoiNGQ2NmM5ZGItZjgyNS00ZjEyLWEyYmMtZDBkZGQxMWJiMTFlIiwidCI6IjNlODYxZDE2LTQ4YjctNGEwZS05ODA2LThjMDRkODFiN2IyYSJ9
https://profiles.doe.mass.edu/profiles/finance.aspx?orgcode=00820000&orgtypecode=5&

