February 3, 2026
Town of Hancock Board Minutes		
The regular meeting of the Hancock Town Board was held on Tuesday, February 3, 2026 in the Town Office Building, 661 West Main Street, Hancock, New York. 
Present: Supervisor Vernold, Councilmen James Gardner, Paul Vetrone, Patrick O’Brien and Timothy Newman, Atty Leonard E. Sienko, Jr., Town Clerk Cynthia Whiting, Superintendent Neil Emerich and sixteen (16) other interested persons.
Vouchers:	Gen A (Abstract 2) 					$  54,563.47
		Hwy DA (Abstract 2)					$146,792.50
		Hwy DB (Abstract 2)					$    3,905.71
		Hancock Ambulance District (Abstract 2)  	         $  75,000.00
		East Branch Water District (Abstract 2)		$  31,550.00
		T&A (Abstract 2)			 			$298,286.71

Budget Transfers
		 End of year 2025
1. $67.32		From	General A1340.4 Budget Contractual (DR)
To	General A1340.1 Budget PS (CR)
2. $50.53		From	General A1355.4 Assessor Contractual (DR)
To	General A1355.1 Assessor PS  (CR)
3. $175.00	From	General A1990.4 Contingent Account (DR)
To	General A1450.1 Elections PS (CR)
4. $171.00	From	General A1620.4 Buildings Contractual (DR)
To	General A1620.1 Buildings PS (CR)
5. $12,879.75	From	General A1990.4 Contingent Account (DR)
To	General A5010.1 Supt of Highways PS (CR)
6. $576.15	From	General A5132.2 Garage EQ (DR)
To	General A5132.4 Garage Contractual (CR)
7. $433.79	From	General A1990.4 Contingent Account (DR)
To	Genera A6989.4  Asocial Serv Administration Contractual (CR)
8. $1366.08	From	General A1990.4 Contingent Account (DR)
To	General A8189.1 Other sanitation – Charging Stations (CR)
9. $119.25	From	General A1990.4 Contingent Account (DR)
To	General A9030.8 Social Security (CR)
10. $50.77		From	General B4020.4 Reg of Vital Statistics Contractual (DR)
To	General B4020.1 Reg of Vital Statistics PS (CR)
11. $5646.91	From	Highway DA5130.4 Machinery Contractual (DR)
To	Highway DA5142.4 Snow Removal Contractual (CR)

Transfer Funds
1. $975.00	From	General A1990.4 Contingent Account (DR)
To	General A5020.4 Engineering for Transportation (CR)
· FEMA 4825-DR NY Signor Rd, City Brk Rd, Biedekapp Rd
2. $5100.60	From	General A1990.4 Contingent Account (DR)
To	General A8790.4 FE General Water Resources Fishs Eddy (CR)
· Fishs Eddy Water District – engineering services

	 
The January Town Clerk & Justice Court and December Supervisors reports were received. The reports were reviewed and filed.

A motion was made by Councilman Gardner and seconded by Councilman Vetrone to approve the budget transfers, vouchers and reports as submitted. A roll call vote was taken with the motion passing unanimously.

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Supervisor Vernold.

A motion was made by Councilman Gardner and seconded by Councilman O’Brien to accept the January 6, 13 and 19 minutes. A roll call vote was taken with the motion passing unanimously.

Supervisor Vernold read a thank you from the Delaware County Historical Association.  Supervisor Vernold also spoke of their plans of the celebration of America’s 250 birthday.

Supervisor Vernold asked for a motion for Town Clerk Whiting to advertise for bids for stone and gravel materials, equipment and emergency bridge, road and culvert repairs.  A motion was made by Councilman Vetrone and seconded by Councilman O’Brien.  A roll call vote was taken with the motion passing unanimously.

Supervisor Vernold asked for a motion to sign the Agreement with Delaware County DPW to spend highway funds on Chiloway, Baudendistel and O&W Roads.  A motion was made by Councilman Newman seconded by Councilman Vetrone.  A roll call vote was taken with the motion passing unanimously.

Supervisor Vernold advised that the logging has commenced in Readburn.

Supervisor Vernold asked for a motion to sign the Hancock Hounds Dog Park Memorandum of Permission/License.  A motion was made by Councilman Gardner seconded by Councilman O’Brien.  A roll call vote was taken with the motion passing unanimously.

Supervisor Vernold asked for a motion to sign the Release form authorizing the Release of the $5,000 bequest to the Riverview Cemetery Association from the Helen F. Lester Estate.  A motion was made by Councilman O’Brien and seconded by Councilman Vetrone.  A roll call vote was taken with the motion passing unanimously.

Supervisor Vernold asked for a motion to sign the Selective Flood Insurance annual statement in the amount of $17,418.00.   A motion was made by Councilman Newman seconded by Councilman Vetrone.  A roll call vote was taken with the motion passing unanimously.

Supervisor Vernold stated the Transfer Station – 6 NYCRR Part 360 registration became effective February 2, 2026 and expires February 1, 2031.

Supervisor Vernold asked Town Clerk Whiting if she had anything to bring before the Board. Clerk Whiting responded that 484 transfer station permits were given out in the month of January - 279 regular and 205 Senior.

Supervisor Vernold asked Attorney Sienko if he had anything to bring before the Board.  Attorney Sienko advised that he drafted the Dog Park Memorandum which is not a lease but a license and can be revoked at any time by either party.  It is a concession that the Town of Hancock gives to the Hancock Hounds group to use the property located behind the Town Office Building without cost, but the group does pay for and provide insurance.  

Supervisor Vernold asked Superintendent Emerich for his monthly report.  Superintendent Emerich stated that the crew has been plowing and sanding roads, widening roads and helping Asplannh Tree Service on O&W Road between East Branch and Peakville where they are cutting the bank for NYSEG which benefits the stabilization of the road by letting light in.  The crew has also been servicing equipment and working on trucks.

Supervisor Vernold asked the councilman if they had anything to bring before the Board.  They did not.

Supervisor Vernold gave an update on the dedication of a bridge on Route 30 to fallen firefighter Jason McGlone.  Supervisor Vernold stated the family is waiting to see if the State is going to dedicate a portion of NYS Route 30 to Mr. McGlone before moving forward with a possible bridge dedication.  It was discussed that the State would dedicate one or the other but probably not both.

Comments from the audience included Sam Rowe discussing the importance of declaring States of Emergency, the timing of such declarations and for residents to pay attention and stay off the roads when these have been declared.  

Mr. Rowe stated that the DEC had proclaimed that the material moved by Johnson & Rhodes in East Branch was designated as solid waste.  Supervisor Vernold responded that the Town had not received any communication from the DEC in regard to this classification. Mr. Rowe stated that it will now be a full investigation by several departments.  He also recalled two different times in the past that C&D was moved in the Town of Hancock and the haulers were fined along with the Code Enforcement Officer being fired.  Mr. Rowe stated that the prohibition of dumps and the flood plain laws have been violated in this matter and that this could possibly be the largest environmental disaster in the Town’s history.  He stated there were stop gap measures in place to handle the situation and in his opinion, they were overlooked with selective enforcement.  Attorney Sienko stated that the DEC is the agency overseeing the activities in East Branch and until the Town has been notified of its involvement by the DEC, heresay and opinions could not be acted on by the Town.  Attorney Sienko read the dumping law which he wrote and again reminded the audience of attorney client privilege regarding any conversations and/or advice given between the attorney, members of the Board along with employees of the Town.

Charles Berry informed the Board that there will be a meeting on March 30, 2026 at 7:00 pm at the Legion in regards to the 250th celebration of the birth of the United States.  All people are welcome.

Mr. Rowe added that a signed Complaint should have preceded any actions by the Town Supervisor and/or Code Enforcement Officer before matters were addressed in East Branch.  He opined this should be a standing practice.

A motion was made by Supervisor Vernold and seconded by Councilman Gardner to adjourn the meeting at 7:38 PM. A roll call vote was taken with the motion passing unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,


Cynthia Whiting
Town Clerk
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