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2026 Advanced Placement English Language and

Composition Summer Assignment

INSTRUCTOR: Ms. Jenna Slack-Larimer
EMAIL: jenna.slack-larimer@asfg.edu.mx

In AP Language, you will read and analyze nonfiction works from various periods and write essays with
different aims: for example, to explain an idea, argue a point, or persuade your reader of something. To
prepare for this, you will complete the following tasks during the summer.

Generative Al and Online Sources Policy: The work you submit for this assignment and all
assignments in AP English Language and Composition should be your own work and your original
ideas. The use of generative Al or outside resources (for example, ChatGPT and Sparknotes) will be
considered academic dishonesty, but more importantly, it inhibits you from growing as an independent
thinker.

TASK 1. Read at least one book of long-form NON-FICTION.
Instead of a traditional novel, read at least one long-form work of nonfiction. The goal is for you to track an
extended argument. Need recommendations? Here is a list of 2025’s top non-fiction titles according to

Goodreads, and there_is a list of books from earlier years that previous students have rated highly at the end of

this document.

TASK 2. Dialectical Journaling with a Rhetorical Focus
As you read the book above, instead of summarizing the plot, note the author's rhetorical choice in a
HANDWRITTEN Dialectical Journal with 10—15 entries from points spaced throughout the book.

Like this (but handwritten):

Quote & Page Rhetorical Choice/Strategy Analysic (The "So What?”)

Number

"Tnsert a powerful Identify what the author does (e.g., uces a Explain why the author made this choice. How does
quote here.” (,b heartbhreaking anecdote, chifts tone, employs historical it make the audience feel? How does it build their
45) parallel). argument?

Refer to the list of rhetorical choices commonly seen in long-form non-fiction writing at the end of this
document for more context.

TASK 3. The Real-World Application: Op-Ed Tracking

AP Lang requires massive global and cultural awareness for the Argument essay, so it’s time to start building
your mental library of current events. Find, read, and analyze three OPINION pieces (Op-Eds) from reputable
sources (e.g., The New York Times, The Washington Post, The Atlantic, The Wall Street Journal, or Arts and
Letters Daily). Print out the essays, read them, mark them up.

Highlight important ideas and/or rhetorical choices if you notice any

Write your thoughts, comments, and reactions in the margins.

Note new words, look them up, and write the definition on the page.

Jot down questions


mailto:jennakathleen13@gmail.com
https://www.goodreads.com/choiceawards/readers-favorite-nonfiction-books-2025
https://www.aldaily.com/essays-and-opinions/
https://www.aldaily.com/essays-and-opinions/

AND for each article, identify the Rhetorical Situation using the SPACE acronym:
Speaker: Who is writing and what is their authority?

Purpose: What does the writer want the audience to think or do?

Audience: Who is the specific target group for this piece?

Context: What is happening in the world right now that prompted this piece?
Exigence: What was the immediate "spark” that forced the author to write this now?

o O O O O

TASK 4. Introduction to Aristotle’s The Art of Rhetoric

Most of the theoretical underpinnings of this course originated in Aristotle’s work._| have condensed some of
the important passages here. Read the summary carefully. It is not easy, but it will prove very valuable for the
course.

As you read, summarize the ideas in your own words (no Al, please). Also, provide definitions with examples
for each of the following terms:

e Syllogism
e Enthymeme
e Induction

We will discuss this document in class, so please bring your HANDWRITTEN notes. You will be handing them
in the second week of class.


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rqJRP_Hd73r4iBunAqU5Q4s8sZ7h8v6PjLNIh3RocJ4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rqJRP_Hd73r4iBunAqU5Q4s8sZ7h8v6PjLNIh3RocJ4/edit?usp=sharing

AP Lang Summer Reading

Book Recommendations
Justice, Crime, & Institutional Critique

These books read like true-crime thrillers but double as sharp critiques of systemic structures, perfect for
examining ethos and investigative argumentation.

e "Just Mercy" by Bryan Stevenson (note** Do NOT choose this if you have already read it for a
previous ASFG English course)

o The Vibe: A deeply moving, firsthand account from a young lawyer who founded the Equal
Justice Initiative, dedicated to defending the poor, the wrongly condemned, and those trapped in
the deepest corners of the criminal justice system.

o AP Lang Lens: An absolute masterclass in balancing pathos (the human stories of those on
death row) with logos (hard statistics on systemic bias and judicial failure). It teaches students
how emotional appeals are most effective when anchored by structural data.

e "In Cold Blood" by Truman Capote

o The Vibe: The blueprint for the modern true-crime novel. Capote reconstructs the 1959 murder
of a Kansas family and the execution of their killers.

o AP Lang Lens: Brilliant for studying how a writer utilizes vivid imagery, pacing, and tone to force
the reader into a complex moral gray area regarding the death penalty.

e "Columbine" by Dave Cullen

o The Vibe: A masterful, definitive, and deeply empathetic account of the 1999 school shooting. It
completely dismantles the immediate myths created by the media.

o AP Lang Lens: Incredible for analyzing how mass media shapes public perception (bias, logical
fallacies) versus what deep investigative journalism reveals.

e "Furious Hours: Murder, Fraud, and the Last Trial of Harper Lee" by Casey Cep

o The Vibe: Part true-crime about a rural serial killer in Alabama, part literary biography about To
Kill a Mockingbird author Harper Lee trying (and failing) to write her own version of In Cold
Blood.

o AP Lang Lens: Great for looking at how multiple narratives overlap and how writers wrestle with
the ethics of storytelling.

e "Educated" by Tara Westover

o The Vibe: A gripping memoir of a young woman born to survivalist, conspiracy-theorist parents
in rural Idaho. Isolated from society, she didn't step foot in a classroom until age 17, eventually
teaching herself enough mathematics and grammar to enter college and earn a PhD from
Cambridge University.

o AP Lang Lens: Perfect for analyzing the definition of an argument—specifically, what counts as
"education" versus "indoctrination." It also forces students to look at the unreliability of memory,
exploring how a writer establishes ethos when their own family disputes their version of the
truth.

Science, Ethics, & Human Nature

If you lean heavily toward STEM, these selections treat scientific and medical histories as gripping human
dramas.



e "The Monster at Our Door" or "The Demon in the Freezer" by Richard Preston

o The Vibe: Medical suspense. The Demon in the Freezer tracks the eradication of smallpox and
the terrifying reality of biological weapons.

o AP Lang Lens: Preston is a master of creating immediate exigence (urgency) and using
suspenseful prose to make technical, scientific reporting feel like a summer blockbuster.

e "Stiff: The Curious Lives of Human Cadavers" by Mary Roach

o The Vibe: A surprisingly funny, oddly reverent, and deeply fascinating look at what happens to
human bodies donated to science (from crash-test dummies to plastic surgery practice).

o AP Lang Lens: Perfect for looking at how humor and wit can be used as rhetorical tools to
make macabre or dry subject matter deeply engaging to a mass audience.

e "Breath: The New Science of a Lost Art" by James Nestor

o The Vibe: A fascinating deep dive into how humans have lost the ability to breathe correcitly, and
how minor adjustments to how we inhale and exhale can radically transform our physical and
mental health.

o AP Lang Lens: A textbook example of building an argument of cause and effect. Nestor uses
historical data, evolutionary biology, and personal, high-stakes medical experimentation to prove
his thesis. It helps students see how an author can take a mundane, automatic human function
and turn it into a compelling, urgent call to action (exigence).

e "The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks" by Rebecca Skloot

o The Vibe: A multi-layered piece of investigative journalism that tracks down the history of HeLa
cells—the first immortal human cell line, taken from a poor Black tobacco farmer in 1951 without
her knowledge. While her cells built a multi-billion-dollar medical industry, her family couldn't
afford health insurance.

o AP Lang Lens: Ideal for teaching synthesizing multiple perspectives. Skloot seamlessly
weaves together complex scientific history, legal/ethical debates on tissue ownership, and a
deeply intimate family biography. It challenges students to track how an author manages shifting
tones across different sub-plots.

e "Empire of Pain: The Secret History of the Sackler Dynasty" by Patrick Radden Keefe

o The Vibe: A multi-generational Greek tragedy tracking the family behind the marketing and
distribution of OxyContin. It reads like a drama about a corporate empire.

o AP Lang Lens: A goldmine for studying how corporate language, euphemistic diction, and legal
rhetoric can be used to deflect accountability.

Survival, Obsession, & Culture

These narratives track people pushed to the absolute edge, examining human drive, sociology, and

subcultures.
e "Into Thin Air" by Jon Krakauer

o The Vibe: A firsthand account of the 1996 Mount Everest disaster, where a sudden storm killed
multiple climbers.

o AP Lang Lens: Students love this book. It's an exceptional tool for studying bias and
perspective, as Krakauer openly wrestles with his own flawed memories and survivor's guilt,
forcing students to analyze how objective any "true" story can actually be.

e "The Ghost Map" by Steven Johnson

o The Vibe: A historical thriller tracking the 1854 cholera outbreak in London and the two men who
used data and geography to figure out how it was spreading.

o AP Lang Lens: This is logos in action. It demonstrates how organizing information, mapping
data, and structuring a logical argument can quite literally change the world.

e "Crying in H Mart" by Michelle Zauner



o The Vibe: A beautifully written memoir about food, grief, and growing up Korean-American,
expanding on her viral essay in The New Yorker.

o AP Lang Lens: A masterclass in pathos. It helps students see that an argument doesn't have to
be a political debate; it can be a poignant exploration of how cultural identity is preserved
through sensory experiences.

"Born a Crime" by Trevor Noah

o The Vibe: A hilarious, dark, and affecting collection of personal essays about growing up in
South Africa during the twilight of Apartheid. As the child of a white Swiss father and a Black
Xhosa mother, Noah'’s very birth was a criminal act punishable by five years in prison.

o AP Lang Lens: Brilliant for examining humor as a rhetorical strategy to dismantle heavy,
institutional concepts. Noah demonstrates how language, code-switching, and wit can be used
as tools of survival and subversion against institutional control.

"Why Peacocks? An Unlikely Search for Meaning in the World’s Most Magnificent Bird" by Sean
Flynn

o The Vibe: What starts as a quirky memoir about a man who impulsively buys three peacock
chicks for his family’s rural home turns into a sprawling, philosophical, and humorous meditation
on why humans are so deeply drawn to beauty, chaos, and bizarre pets.

o AP Lang Lens: This is a fantastic model for the personal essay format. It teaches students how
a writer can use a highly specific, idiosyncratic narrative hook (raising loud, troublesome birds)
as a lens to explore universal truths about human nature, obsession, and neighborly
coexistence.



Common Rhetorical Choices
in Long-form Non-fiction

A rhetorical choice is simply anything a writer intentionally does to convey their purpose. For a long-form
book or essay, authors have to use macro-level strategies to keep a reader engaged over hundreds of pages.
Here is a list of common, high-level rhetorical choices translated into everyday English (layman’s terms), how
AP Lang students should write about them.

Structure & Pacing (How the Story is Built)

1. Juxtaposition (The Quick Switch)

e What it means: Placing two completely different things side-by-side to highlight their differences.

e Inlayman’s terms: Highlighting a sharp contrast.

e How it works: An author might put a chapter about a billionaire's lavish lifestyle right next to a chapter
about a homeless shelter. By slamming them together, the author doesn't have to say "inequality is
bad"—the contrast says it for them.

2. Strategic Structural Shifts (Changing the Focus)

e What it means: Moving between broad data and intimate, personal stories.

e Inlayman’s terms: Zooming in and zooming out.

e How it works: In books like The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks, the author zooms out to explain cold,
scientific history, then zooms in to show a family grieving. This keeps the book from feeling like a boring
textbook or a diary.

3. Deliberate Pacing (The Slow-Down or Speed-Up)

e What it means: Manipulating time through sentence length and detail.

e Inlayman’s terms: Stretching or compressing time.

e How it works: During a tense moment (like a mountain disaster in Into Thin Air), the author might use
short, choppy sentences to make the reader feel panicked. During a reflective moment, they will use
long, flowing sentences to force the reader to slow down and think.

Establishing Credibility & Tone (How the Author Sounds)

4. Self-Deprecation or Vulnerability (Lowering the Guard)

e What it means: The author pointing out their own flaws, mistakes, or biases.

e Inlayman’s terms: Keeping it real / Showing human weakness.

e How it works: If an author admits, "I went into this investigation completely wrong and arrogant,” the
reader instantly trusts them more. It proves the author cares about the truth, not just being right
(ethos).

5. Humor and Irony (The Icebreaker)

e What it means: Using wit, sarcasm, or funny anecdotes in a serious book.

e Inlayman’s terms: Using comedy to soften a heavy blow.

e How it works: In Born a Crime, Trevor Noah uses hilarious stories about his childhood to make the
horrific, heavy reality of Apartheid digestible for the reader.

6. Loaded Diction (Adjective Choices)
e What it means: Choosing words that carry heavy emotional baggage.
e Inlayman’s terms: Using "spark words" instead of neutral ones.



e How it works: A writer won't just say a building was "old." They will call it "decaying," "haunted," or
"weather-beaten." Each word steers the reader's emotions in a very specific direction.

Winning the Argument (How they Prove their Point)
7. Anecdotes as Evidence (The Micro-History)
e What it means: Using a short, entertaining story about a real person or event to prove a larger point.
e Inlayman’s terms: Using a case study or mini-story.
e How it works: In Just Mercy, Bryan Stevenson doesn't just say "the legal system is biased." He tells
the heartbreaking, specific story of Walter McMillian to make the statistics feel human.
8. Concession and Counterargument (The "I Hear You" Maneuver)

e What it means: Acknowledging that the other side has a valid point before explaining why your point is
still better.

In layman’s terms: Beating the critics to the punch.
How it works: In Clean, when arguing that we wash too much, the author concedes that soap saved
millions of lives from plagues. By agreeing with his opponents first, he prevents the reader from getting
defensive.
9. Historical/Cultural Parallels (The Deja Vu Strategy)

e What it means: Comparing a current issue to something that happened a long time ago.

e Inlayman’s terms: Showing that history is repeating itself.

e How it works: An author writing about modern social media addiction might draw a parallel to the

1950s panic over television. This helps the reader see the "big picture" rather than panicking about the
present.



Book Recs



Justice, Crime, & Institutional Critique

These books read like true-crime thrillers but double as sharp critiques of systemic structures, perfect for
examining ethos and investigative argumentation.

e "Just Mercy" by Bryan Stevenson (note** Do NOT choose this if you have already read it for a
previous ASFG English course)

o The Vibe: A deeply moving, firsthand account from a young lawyer who founded the Equal
Justice Initiative, dedicated to defending the poor, the wrongly condemned, and those trapped in
the deepest corners of the criminal justice system.

o AP Lang Lens: An absolute masterclass in balancing pathos (the human stories of those on
death row) with logos (hard statistics on systemic bias and judicial failure). It teaches students
how emotional appeals are most effective when anchored by structural data.

e "In Cold Blood" by Truman Capote

o The Vibe: The blueprint for the modern true-crime novel. Capote reconstructs the 1959 murder
of a Kansas family and the execution of their killers.

o AP Lang Lens: Brilliant for studying how a writer utilizes vivid imagery, pacing, and tone to force
the reader into a complex moral gray area regarding the death penalty.

e "Columbine" by Dave Cullen

o The Vibe: A masterful, definitive, and deeply empathetic account of the 1999 school shooting. It
completely dismantles the immediate myths created by the media.

o AP Lang Lens: Incredible for analyzing how mass media shapes public perception (bias, logical
fallacies) versus what deep investigative journalism reveals.

e "Furious Hours: Murder, Fraud, and the Last Trial of Harper Lee" by Casey Cep

o The Vibe: Part true-crime about a rural serial killer in Alabama, part literary biography about To
Kill a Mockingbird author Harper Lee trying (and failing) to write her own version of In Cold
Blood.

o AP Lang Lens: Great for looking at how multiple narratives overlap and how writers wrestle with
the ethics of storytelling.

e "Educated" by Tara Westover

o The Vibe: A gripping memoir of a young woman born to survivalist, conspiracy-theorist parents
in rural Idaho. Isolated from society, she didn't step foot in a classroom until age 17, eventually
teaching herself enough mathematics and grammar to enter college and earn a PhD from
Cambridge University.

o AP Lang Lens: Perfect for analyzing the definition of an argument—specifically, what counts as
"education" versus "indoctrination." It also forces students to look at the unreliability of memory,
exploring how a writer establishes ethos when their own family disputes their version of the
truth.



Science, Ethics, & Human Nature

If you lean heavily toward STEM, these selections treat scientific and medical histories as gripping human

dramas.

e "The Monster at Our Door" or "The Demon in the Freezer" by Richard Preston

o

The Vibe: Medical suspense. The Demon in the Freezer tracks the eradication of smallpox and

the terrifying reality of biological weapons.

o AP Lang Lens: Preston is a master of creating immediate exigence (urgency) and using

suspenseful prose to make technical, scientific reporting feel like a summer blockbuster.

e "Stiff: The Curious Lives of Human Cadavers" by Mary Roach

o

The Vibe: A surprisingly funny, oddly reverent, and deeply fascinating look at what happens to
human bodies donated to science (from crash-test dummies to plastic surgery practice).

o AP Lang Lens: Perfect for looking at how humor and wit can be used as rhetorical tools to

make macabre or dry subject matter deeply engaging to a mass audience.

e "Breath: The New Science of a Lost Art" by James Nestor

o

O

The Vibe: A fascinating deep dive into how humans have lost the ability to breathe correctly, and
how minor adjustments to how we inhale and exhale can radically transform our physical and
mental health.

AP Lang Lens: A textbook example of building an argument of cause and effect. Nestor uses
historical data, evolutionary biology, and personal, high-stakes medical experimentation to prove
his thesis. It helps students see how an author can take a mundane, automatic human function
and turn it into a compelling, urgent call to action (exigence).

e "The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks" by Rebecca Skloot

o

o

The Vibe: A multi-layered piece of investigative journalism that tracks down the history of HelLa
cells—the first immortal human cell line, taken from a poor Black tobacco farmer in 1951 without
her knowledge. While her cells built a multi-billion-dollar medical industry, her family couldn't
afford health insurance.

AP Lang Lens: Ideal for teaching synthesizing multiple perspectives. Skloot seamlessly
weaves together complex scientific history, legal/ethical debates on tissue ownership, and a
deeply intimate family biography. It challenges students to track how an author manages shifting
tones across different sub-plots.

e "Empire of Pain: The Secret History of the Sackler Dynasty" by Patrick Radden Keefe

o

o

The Vibe: A multi-generational Greek tragedy tracking the family behind the marketing and
distribution of OxyContin. It reads like a drama about a corporate empire.

AP Lang Lens: A goldmine for studying how corporate language, euphemistic diction, and legal
rhetoric can be used to deflect accountability.



Survival, Obsession, & Culture

These narratives track people pushed to the absolute edge, examining human drive, sociology, and
subcultures.

"Into Thin Air" by Jon Krakauer

o The Vibe: A firsthand account of the 1996 Mount Everest disaster, where a sudden storm killed
multiple climbers.

o AP Lang Lens: Students love this book. It's an exceptional tool for studying bias and
perspective, as Krakauer openly wrestles with his own flawed memories and survivor's guilt,
forcing students to analyze how objective any "true" story can actually be.

"The Ghost Map" by Steven Johnson

o The Vibe: A historical thriller tracking the 1854 cholera outbreak in London and the two men who
used data and geography to figure out how it was spreading.

o AP Lang Lens: This is logos in action. It demonstrates how organizing information, mapping
data, and structuring a logical argument can quite literally change the world.

"Crying in H Mart" by Michelle Zauner

o The Vibe: A beautifully written memoir about food, grief, and growing up Korean-American,
expanding on her viral essay in The New Yorker.

o AP Lang Lens: A masterclass in pathos. It helps students see that an argument doesn't have to
be a political debate; it can be a poignant exploration of how cultural identity is preserved
through sensory experiences.

"Born a Crime" by Trevor Noah

o The Vibe: A hilarious, dark, and affecting collection of personal essays about growing up in
South Africa during the twilight of Apartheid. As the child of a white Swiss father and a Black
Xhosa mother, Noah'’s very birth was a criminal act punishable by five years in prison.

o AP Lang Lens: Brilliant for examining humor as a rhetorical strategy to dismantle heavy,
institutional concepts. Noah demonstrates how language, code-switching, and wit can be used
as tools of survival and subversion against institutional control.

"Why Peacocks? An Unlikely Search for Meaning in the World’s Most Magnificent Bird" by Sean
Flynn

o The Vibe: What starts as a quirky memoir about a man who impulsively buys three peacock
chicks for his family’s rural home turns into a sprawling, philosophical, and humorous meditation
on why humans are so deeply drawn to beauty, chaos, and bizarre pets.

o AP Lang Lens: This is a fantastic model for the personal essay format. It teaches students how
a writer can use a highly specific, idiosyncratic narrative hook (raising loud, troublesome birds)
as a lens to explore universal truths about human nature, obsession, and neighborly

coexistence.



Rhetorical Choices



Common Rhetorical Choices
in Long-form Non-fiction

A rhetorical choice is simply anything a writer intentionally does to convey their purpose. For a long-form
book or essay, authors have to use macro-level strategies to keep a reader engaged over hundreds of pages.
Here is a list of common, high-level rhetorical choices translated into everyday English (layman’s terms), how
AP Lang students should write about them.

Structure & Pacing (How the Story is Built)

1. Juxtaposition (The Quick Switch)

e What it means: Placing two completely different things side-by-side to highlight their differences.

e Inlayman’s terms: Highlighting a sharp contrast.

e How it works: An author might put a chapter about a billionaire's lavish lifestyle right next to a chapter
about a homeless shelter. By slamming them together, the author doesn't have to say "inequality is
bad"—the contrast says it for them.

2. Strategic Structural Shifts (Changing the Focus)

e What it means: Moving between broad data and intimate, personal stories.

e Inlayman’s terms: Zooming in and zooming out.

e How it works: In books like The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks, the author zooms out to explain cold,
scientific history, then zooms in to show a family grieving. This keeps the book from feeling like a boring
textbook or a diary.

3. Deliberate Pacing (The Slow-Down or Speed-Up)

e What it means: Manipulating time through sentence length and detail.

e Inlayman’s terms: Stretching or compressing time.

e How it works: During a tense moment (like a mountain disaster in Into Thin Air), the author might use
short, choppy sentences to make the reader feel panicked. During a reflective moment, they will use
long, flowing sentences to force the reader to slow down and think.

Establishing Credibility & Tone (How the Author Sounds)

4. Self-Deprecation or Vulnerability (Lowering the Guard)

e What it means: The author pointing out their own flaws, mistakes, or biases.

e Inlayman’s terms: Keeping it real / Showing human weakness.

e How it works: If an author admits, "I went into this investigation completely wrong and arrogant,” the
reader instantly trusts them more. It proves the author cares about the truth, not just being right
(ethos).

5. Humor and Irony (The Icebreaker)

e What it means: Using wit, sarcasm, or funny anecdotes in a serious book.

e Inlayman’s terms: Using comedy to soften a heavy blow.

e How it works: In Born a Crime, Trevor Noah uses hilarious stories about his childhood to make the
horrific, heavy reality of Apartheid digestible for the reader.

6. Loaded Diction (Adjective Choices)
e What it means: Choosing words that carry heavy emotional baggage.
e Inlayman’s terms: Using "spark words" instead of neutral ones.



e How it works: A writer won't just say a building was "old." They will call it "decaying," "haunted," or
"weather-beaten." Each word steers the reader's emotions in a very specific direction.

Winning the Argument (How they Prove their Point)
7. Anecdotes as Evidence (The Micro-History)
e What it means: Using a short, entertaining story about a real person or event to prove a larger point.
e Inlayman’s terms: Using a case study or mini-story.
e How it works: In Just Mercy, Bryan Stevenson doesn't just say "the legal system is biased." He tells
the heartbreaking, specific story of Walter McMillian to make the statistics feel human.
8. Concession and Counterargument (The "I Hear You" Maneuver)

e What it means: Acknowledging that the other side has a valid point before explaining why your point is
still better.

In layman’s terms: Beating the critics to the punch.
How it works: In Clean, when arguing that we wash too much, the author concedes that soap saved
millions of lives from plagues. By agreeing with his opponents first, he prevents the reader from getting
defensive.
9. Historical/Cultural Parallels (The Deja Vu Strategy)

e What it means: Comparing a current issue to something that happened a long time ago.

e Inlayman’s terms: Showing that history is repeating itself.

e How it works: An author writing about modern social media addiction might draw a parallel to the

1950s panic over television. This helps the reader see the "big picture" rather than panicking about the
present.
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