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Assurance of Non-Discrimination

Grapevine Colleyville Independent School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, religion, color, national origin, sex or
disability in providing education or providing access to benefits of education services, activities, and programs, including career
and technology programs, in accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 as amended; Title IX of the Education
Amendments of 1972; Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended; and Title II of the Americans with Disabilities
Act. For information about your rights or grievance procedures, contact the Title IX coordinator and the ADA/Section 504
coordinator: Dr. Tiffany Cunningham, tiffany.cunningham@gcisd.net, Director of Student Services, 817-251-5640.

The district has designated and authorized the following employees as the Title IX Coordinators to address concerns or inquiries
regarding discrimination on the basis of sex, including sexual harassment, sexual assault, dating violence, domestic violence,
stalking, or gender-based harassment. Reports can be made at any time and by any person, including during non-business hours, by
mail, phone, or email. During district business hours, reports may also be made in person. Upon the district receiving notice or an
allegation of sex-based harassment, the Title IX Coordinator will promptly respond in accordance with the process described at
FFH(LOCAL).

For student regarding athletics:

Executive Director of Athletics

3051 Ira E. Woods Avenue, Grapevine, TX 76051
todd.raymond@gcisd.net

(817) 251-5324

For sexual harassment of a student by another student:
Dr. Tiffany Cunningham
Director of Student Services
3051 Ira E. Woods Avenue, Grapevine, TX 76051
tiffany.cunningham@gcisd.net
(817) 251-5640

For sexual harassment of a student by an employee:
Kelly Mires
Chief Human Resources Officer
3051 Ira E. Woods Avenue, Grapevine, TX 76051
ttiffany.cunningham@gcisd.net
(817) 251-5541

All complaints shall be handled through established channels and procedures beginning with the building principal, followed by
appeal to the appropriate central administration contact, and finally the board of trustees, in accordance with Policy FNG.

If you need the assistance of the Office for Civil Rights (OCR) of the Department of Education, the address of the OCR Regional
Office that covers Texas is:

Dallas Office

Office for Civil Rights, U.S. Department of Education 1999 Bryan Street, Suite 1620
Dallas, TX 75201-6810

Telephone: (214) 661-9600 Facsimile: (214) 661-9587 Email: OCR.Dallas@ed.gov

All information in the course guide is subject to change. To access the most current document, go to www.gcisd.net.
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Grapevine-Colleyville Independent
School District

Colleyville Heritage High School
5401 Heritage Avenue
Colleyville, TX 76034

(817) 305-4700
Derek Cain, Principal

Grapevine High School
3223 Mustang Drive
Grapevine, TX 76051

(817) 251-5210
Dr. Alex Fingers, Principal

For course information on the schools listed below, please visit www.gcisd.net:

Bridges Accelerated Learning Center
5800 Colleyville Boulevard
Colleyville, TX 76034
(817) 251-5474
Dr. Jessica Jones, Principal

iUniversity Prep
4344A Heritage Ave
Grapevine, TX 76051
(817) 305-4895
Desiree Weiche, Principal

Collegiate Academy
828 W. Harwood Rd., Bldg. NMPC
Hurst, TX 76054
(817) 515-6775
Lauren Jackson, Principal

If you have difficulty accessing the information in this document because of a disability, please contact the

district at info@gcisd.net.
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Grapevine-Colleyville Independent

School District
BELIEFS

The Board of Trustees holds high expectations for the students of the Grapevine-Colleyville Independent
School District. We believe that providing top-quality education is the first priority of the school system.
Toward that purpose, we believe that:

1. Fundamental academic skills are essential for student success and high standards should be held for
academic achievement in all subject areas. GCISD must challenge and motivate each student to achieve
at the highest level possible.

2. A comprehensive improvement plan is essential in determining direction and providing a common
framework for decision-making. GCISD will continuously improve educational programs, methods,
services, and communication through comprehensive planning.

3. All children are capable of learning. GCISD must employ various teaching methods and materials to
match the learning abilities of all students.

4. People are the key to educational excellence. GCISD will hire and develop the very best faculty
members.

5. All people make contributions to our world. GCISD expects all members of our education community
to demonstrate respect, understanding, and sensitivity toward the feelings and beliefs of others.

6. The family is the primary influence on the development of its members and society. GCISD
encourages full participation of parents and caregivers in their students’ education.

7. All members of the community are necessary in the development of a child. GCISD must involve the
total community in efforts to provide a top-quality education for all students.

Finally, the Board of Trustees believes that the Grapevine-Colleyville Independent School District can and
will become a premier school system in the country.

VISION

Honor Our Legacy. Equip for the Future. Achieve Excellence.

MISSION

We promote good citizenship and prepare, motivate, and encourage each student to reach his or her full
potential.

All information in the course guide is subject to change. To access the most current document, go to www.gcisd.net.
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Purpose of the GCISD Course
Selection Guide

Note to Students and Parents

The purpose of Grapevine-Colleyville ISD Course Selection Guide is to present a brief description of the
courses offered and to assist you and your parents in planning a course of study by providing information on
graduation requirements and credit options. The course offerings have been refined based on our educational
philosophy to challenge students intellectually, engage students in their own learning, and provide students
with the opportunity for concentrated study and a personalized education. Please examine and study this
guide carefully. The material is published early in the spring of the preceding year, changes in procedure,
policy, or course offerings may occur. Ask questions of your parents, teachers, and counselors, so that you
can find the program that best fits your needs and help you meet your educational goals. Now is the time to
dream and explore the possibilities that life holds. We wish you all the best on this exciting time in your life.

All information in the course guide is subject to change. To access the most current document, go to www.gcisd.net.
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Planning Your High School Program

Equipping for the Future

Grapevine-Colleyville ISD is committed to developing students who are prepared for their future beyond
high school — whether that’s college, a career, or the military. We are committed to equipping students with
the skills they need to move seamlessly into an ever-changing world, both in their careers and in life.

We believe that in order for students to be successful both in the classroom and beyond high school, they
must be equipped with the skills for living life by developing resilience and perseverance and applying their
knowledge to solve real-world problems.

To this end, GCISD seeks to design educational experiences that go beyond the required curriculum and
engage students in meaningful learning that results in life-long skills that can be applied to multiple life and
career paths.

Grapevine-Colleyville Independent School District’s Course Selection Guide is designed
to assist students, parents, teachers, and school personnel in making informed decisions
while planning for individual students’ educational goals.

Planning a four-year high school program is an important process. The selection of your
graduation plan is dependent on your interests and plans for future careers. Below are some
questions to consider when making your plans:

e How are you ensuring that you are ready for college, career, or military entrance after high school?
e What are your strengths, interests, and goals?
o What pathway (endorsement) are you most interested in?

The answers to these questions are extremely important when making decisions about your course selections
for all four years in high school. Take some time to answer the questions before you begin. Your interests
and desire to work hard should also guide your answers. It is common for students to change their minds
about which course of study or career choice will be; others are still considering their options. GCISD offers
many ways to prepare for your future - to make certain that you have options.

Outlined on the following pages are the graduation requirements for each of the state’s graduation programs.
Counselors and teachers will be helpful in advising you more specifically about the programs offered.

All information in the course guide is subject to change. To access the most current document, go to www.gcisd.net.
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Graduation Requirements

House Bill 5 (HB 5), signed into law in 2013, provides students with increased flexibility in course selections
for their graduation plan. This flexibility allows students to select a focused graduation plan, or
endorsements, which creates pathways of learning for students as they complete their high school plan.

Number of credits
Foundation Graduation

Number of credits

Course Area f:::;ﬁ:,ion Graduation e
Endorsement

English/Language Arts 4 4

Mathematics 3 4

Science 3 4

Social Studies 3 4

Physical Education 1 1

Language other than English 2 2

Fine Arts 1 1

Speech ! vz,

Health ) Y

Electives 8 5

TOTAL 26 credits 26 credits

Local Graduation Requirements to Equip Students for
the Future

GCISD requires two additional courses in order for students to graduate. These two locally-required courses
align with GCISD mission to equip students for the future by developing students in the following areas:

e Professional Communication
e Health

All information in the course guide is subject to change. To access the most current document, go to www.gcisd.net.
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Endorsements

House Bill 5 requires school districts to make endorsement pathways available to students as part of their
graduation planning. Prior to entering 9th grade, students are required to declare a graduation endorsement,
specifying their chosen program of study, which will help in guiding course elective choices throughout high
school. A student may earn an endorsement by successfully completing the following: the curriculum
requirements for the endorsement, four credits in mathematics, four credits in science, and two additional
elective credits. The endorsement pathways offered are:

m STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics)
Business and Industry

Arts and Humanities

Public Services

Multi-Disciplinary

The state of Texas, in collaboration with the Texas Workforce Commission, have created a planning and
information document for Texas students. Students wishing to change their declared endorsement must
follow the GCISD process and should contact their assigned counselor. Endorsement change requests after
the 10th grade year will be evaluated and may sometimes not be possible to change depending on the
program.

Endorsements:

Business &

Arts &

Multi-Disciplinary

Science
Technology
Engineering
Mathematics

e Advanced
Agriculture

o Arts, A/V Tech &
Communications

e Business
Management &
Administration

¢ Finance

e Hospitality &
Tourism

e Information
Technology

e Journalism

e Marketing

e Transportation,
Distribution &
Logistics

Industry Humanities

¢ English

e Fine Arts

e Social Studies

e World
Languages

Public Services

e Health Science

e Human Services

o Law

e Teaching &
Training

Core Academics
Multi-Endorsement
Workforce Ready
College Ready

GPA/Rank Information

Information on GPA/Rank can be found in GCISD policy EIC (Local). Additional information can be found
on the GCISD GPA and Ranking Page.

All information in the course guide is subject to change. To access the most current document, go to www.gcisd.net.
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Early Graduation Process
Although Grapevine-Colleyville ISD recommends that students spend four full years in high school,
students who meet the following requirements may be approved to graduate early.

m Students must be within eight (8.0) credits of graduating by the beginning of their 7" semester if
desiring to graduate one year early and four (4.0) credits if desiring to graduate one semester early.

m The student must have an Early Graduation Application on file in the counseling office.

m The student and parent/guardian must visit with their assigned counselor in person to discuss their
request to graduate early.

m Students who graduate early may participate in the graduation ceremony and prom, however, they
will not be considered for valedictorian/salutatorian honors among students graduating in 4 years
(per EIC Local).

It is the student and parent/guardian’s responsibility to research how early graduation affects college
admissions, financial aid, NCAA/NAIA eligibility, etc.

Senate Bill 1888, 87th Texas Legislature, 2021, establishes the Texas First Early High School Completion
Program to allow public high school students who demonstrate early readiness for college to graduate early
from high school and earn a scholarship for one or two semesters at certain Texas universities.

To assist districts in providing families with information about the Texas First Diploma Scholarship
Program, the Texas Education Agency, and the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board created this
flyer. For additional information about graduation requirements, please contact your student's counselor.

Resources
TEA Graduation Toolkit (check Course Selection Guide for GCISD graduation requirements)

Requirements for a Diploma
A student must meet the following requirements to receive a high school diploma from the district:
e Achieve passing scores on EOC assessments or approved substitute assessments, unless
specifically waived as permitted by state law;
e Complete the required number of credits established by the state and any additional credits
required by the district;
e Complete any locally required courses in addition to the courses mandated by the state;
e Demonstrate proficiency, as determined by the district, in the specific communication skills
required by the State Board of Education; and
e Complete and submit a Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) or a Texas
Application for State Financial Aid (TASFA) or an opt-out form.
e Complete CPR exposure and Peace Officer interaction instruction

Testing Requirements for Graduation

Students are required, with limited exceptions and regardless of graduation program, to perform satisfactorily
on the following EOC assessments: English 1, English 2, Algebra 1, Biology, and United States History. A
student who has not achieved sufficient scores on the EOC assessments to graduate will have opportunities

All information in the course guide is subject to change. To access the most current document, go to www.gcisd.net.
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to retake the assessments. State law and state rules also provide for certain scores on approved national
standardized assessments or on the state-developed assessment used for entrance into Texas public
universities to substitute for the requirement to meet satisfactory performance on an applicable EOC
assessment should a student choose this option. [See the school counselor for more information on the state
testing requirements for graduation].

If a student fails to perform satisfactorily on an EOC assessment, the district will provide accelerated
instruction to the student in the content area for which the performance standard was not met. This may
require the participation of the student before or after normal school hours or at times of the year outside
normal school operations. Failure of a student to attend accelerated instruction may result in violations of
required school attendance.

In limited circumstances, a student who fails to demonstrate proficiency on two or fewer of the required
assessments may still be eligible to graduate if an individual graduation committee (IGC), formed in
accordance with state law, unanimously determines that the student is eligible to graduate. [See
Standardized Testing for more information].

Foundation Graduation Program

Every student in a Texas public school will graduate under the “foundation graduation program.” Within the
foundation graduation program are “endorsements,” which are paths of interest that include Science,
Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM); Business and Industry; Public Services; Arts and
Humanities; and Multidisciplinary Studies. Endorsements earned by a student will be noted on the student’s
transcript. The foundation graduation program also involves the term “distinguished level of achievement,”
which reflects the completion of at least one endorsement and Algebra 2 as one of the required advanced
mathematics credits. A four-year plan will be completed for each high school student.

State law generally prohibits a student from graduating solely under the foundation graduation program
without an endorsement. However, after the student’s sophomore year, the student and the student’s parents
may request that the student graduate without an endorsement. The District will advise the student and the
student’s parent of the specific benefits of graduating with an endorsement. The student and the student’s
parent must then submit written permission to the school counselor for the student to graduate without an
endorsement. A student who anticipates graduating under the foundation graduation program without an
endorsement and who wishes to attend a four-year university or college after graduation must carefully
consider whether this will satisfy the admission requirements of the student’s desired college or university.
Graduating under the foundation graduation program will also provide opportunities to earn “performance
acknowledgments” that will be acknowledged on a student’s transcript. Performance acknowledgments are
available for outstanding performance in bilingualism and biliteracy; in a dual credit course; on an AP or IB
examination, on certain national college preparatory and readiness or college entrance examinations, or for
earning a state-recognized or nationally or internationally recognized license or certificate. The criteria for
earning these performance acknowledgments are prescribed by state rules, and the school counselor can
provide more information about these acknowledgments.

A school district will permit a student to satisfy the curriculum requirements for graduation under the
foundation program with a distinguished level of achievement, including an endorsement, by successfully
completing courses in the core curriculum of a public Texas institution of higher education. Please see your
counselor for more information.

Students cannot choose this plan until the end of their 10th grade year and with administrator approval.

All information in the course guide is subject to change. To access the most current document, go to www.gcisd.net.

14



Four credits of the 26 required credits must be in a coherent sequence and content-specific to the student's
Endorsement Areas.

Additional considerations apply in some course areas, including:

e Mathematics. In order to obtain the distinguished level of achievement under the foundation
graduation program, which will be included on a student’s transcript and is a requirement to be
considered for automatic admission purposes to a Texas four-year college or university, a student must
complete an endorsement and take Algebra 2 as one of the 4 mathematics credits.

e Physical Education. A student who is unable to participate in physical activity due to a disability or
illness may be able to substitute a course in English language arts, mathematics, science, or social
studies, or another locally determined credit-bearing course for the required credit of physical
education. This determination will be made by the student’s ARD committee, Section 504 committee,
or other campus committee, as applicable.

e Languages other than English. Students are required to earn two credits in the same language other
than English to graduate. Any students may substitute computer programming languages for these
credits. A student may satisfy one of the two required credits by successfully completing a dual
language immersion program in elementary and middle school. In limited circumstances, a student may
be able to substitute this requirement with other courses, as determined by the student’s 504 or ARD
committee, and authorized by law to make these decisions for the student.

Financial Aid Application Requirement

Before graduating from high school, each student must complete and submit an application for financial aid
for post-secondary. Each student must complete and submit either a free application for federal student aid
(FAFSA) or a Texas application for state financial aid (TASFA) before graduating high school.

Students may receive assistance in completing the FAFSA or TAFSA in the counseling office. Parent
information sessions will be offered to further explain FAFSA and TAFSA completion and to
provide assistance to parents.

A student is not required to complete and submit a FAFSA or TASFA if:

e The student’s parents submit a form provided by the district indicating that the parent authorizes
the student to opt-out;

e A student who is 18 years of age or older or a legally independent minor submits a form
provided by the district indicating that the student opts out; or,

e A school counselor authorizes the student to opt-out for a good cause.

Please contact the school counselor for more information.
To confirm that a student has completed and submitted a TASFA, the student must submit:

e A screenshot that includes the processed date field of the FAFSA ApplyTexas Counselor Suite;
Notification, such as a copy of an email, from the United States Department of Education
verifying completion of the FAFSA;

® A copy or screenshot of the FAFSA acknowledgment page;

e A screenshot of the TASFA submission acknowledgment page (from those institutions that offer
an electronic form);
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® An acknowledgment receipt from an institution of higher education (IHE); or
e A copy of a financial aid award letter from an [HE.

Four Year Plans

A four-year plan will be developed for each high school student. The district encourages all students to
pursue a four-year plan that includes the completion of at least one endorsement and to graduate with the
distinguished level of achievement. Attainment of the distinguished level of achievement entitles a student to
be considered for automatic admission to a public four-year college or university in Texas, depending on his
or her rank in class. The school will review four-year plan options with each student entering grade 9 and his
or her parents. Before the end of grade 9, a student and his or her parents will be required to sign off on a
four-year plan that includes a course of study that promotes college and workforce readiness and career
placement and advancement, as well as facilitates the transition from secondary to postsecondary education.
The student’s four-year plan will denote an appropriate course sequence based on the student’s choice of
endorsement.

Please also review TEA’s Graduation Toolkit.

Available Course Options for all Graduation Programs

Information regarding specific courses required or offered in each curriculum area will be available to
students each spring semester in order to enroll in courses for the upcoming school year. Note: The district
may require the completion of certain courses for graduation even if these courses are not required by the
state for graduation.

Certificates of Coursework Completion

A certificate of coursework completion will be issued to a student who has successfully completed state and
local credit requirements for graduation but has not yet demonstrated satisfactory performance on the state-
mandated tests required for graduation.

Students with an Individualized Education Program (IEP)

In accordance with state law, the admission, review, and dismissal (ARD) committee makes instructional and
assessment decisions for students with disabilities who receive special education services.

Upon the recommendation of the ARD committee, a student with a disability who receives special education
services may be permitted to graduate under the provisions of his or her individualized education program
(IEP) and in accordance with state rules.

A student who receives special education services and has completed four years of high school, but has not
met the requirements of his or her IEP, may participate in graduation ceremonies and receive a certificate of
attendance. The student may participate in the graduation ceremony to receive the certificate of attendance,
and he or she may remain enrolled to complete their IEP to earn his or her high school diploma. The student
may only participate in one graduation ceremony.

A student receiving special education services may earn an endorsement, if the student: satisfactorily
completes the requirements for graduation under the Foundation High School Program, as well as the
additional credit requirements in mathematics, science, and elective courses with or without modified
curriculum; satisfactorily completes the courses required for the endorsement without any modified
curriculum or with modification of the curriculum, provided that the curriculum, as modified, is sufficiently
rigorous as determined by the student's ARD committee; and performs satisfactorily on the required end-of-
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course assessment instruments unless the student's ARD committee determines that satisfactory performance
is not necessary. [See policy FMH(LEGAL).]

Sample Four Year Plan

World Prosgtra(llns of
Geography *Professional ® (;l S (y:)
9th English 1 Algebra 1 Biology or AP *Language 1 Communications *PE
Human & *Health i
Geography (Principles of
BMF)
IPC, or .
10th English 2 Geometry Physics, or World Language 2 Elective Fine POSC.
. History Arts (Marketing)
Chemistry
11th English 3 Algebra 2 3rd Science U.S. History Elective Elective POSC
(Advanced Marketing)
Government POSC
12th English 4 4th Math 4th Science and Elective Elective (Practicum in
Economics Marketing)
(Course sequence is dependent upon prior high school credits completed in middle school.
“Designated courses may be completed at any grade level.
[Example Program of Study Pathway—Business and Marketing

Grade Level

GCISD Graduation Requirements

English . . . .
(4 Credits) English 1 English 2 English 3 English 4
Math
(4 Credits) Algebra 1 Geometry Algebra 2 4th Math
Science . IPC, or Physics, or . .
(4 Credits) Biology Chemistry 3rd Science 4th Science
. . World Geography
Social S.t udies or AP Human World History U.S. History Government and Economics
(4 Credits)
Geography
LOTE 2 credits of the same language other than English
Physical .
Education 1 credit
Fine Arts 1 credit
Health .5 credit
Professwr'lal ) 5 credit
Communication
Electives 5 credits
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COURSE SELECTION

Course selection takes place in the spring of each school year. Courses are scheduled and teachers are
employed based on registration information. Therefore, the selection of courses to be taken for the upcoming
school year should be given serious consideration.

In all classes, due to limited space and offerings, seniors will receive first priority followed by juniors and
then sophomores in the requested class.

COURSE OFFERINGS

Campus schedules of course offerings (master schedules) are based on a variety of factors such as student
requests for a specific course, graduation requirements, and staffing availability. Standard offerings are courses
that are required for graduation and will be offered each school year. Enrollment-based offerings are courses
that are not required for graduation and will be offered based on student request numbers and staffing
availability.

COLLEGE, CAREER, AND MILITARY READINESS (CCMR)

GCISD equips students for their exciting futures by offering a wide variety of courses, programs, services, and
competitions that appeal to many interests, educational goals, and academic abilities while preparing students
for College, Career, and/or Military Readiness when they graduate high school.

The Texas Education Agency (TEA) developed indicators to determine whether or not a student exited high
school as College, Career, or Military Ready. The following is a summary of TEA’s indicators that students
may meet as part of one or more programs available in GCISD. Students who meet one of these CCMR
indicators are considered "CCMR-met."

CCMR Indicators*

College Ready
While meeting one or more of the College-Ready Indicators signifies a student’s academic achievement,
students must still apply and meet admittance criteria at colleges of interest.

Must meet one of the following Texas Success Initiative (TSI) criteria in both ELA/Reading and Math:

ELA/Reading
m TSIA 2.0 - 945 or higher and 5 or higher on the essay

m ACT - 19 or higher on English and 23 or higher composite score, before 2/15/23

m ACT - combined score of 40 on the ACT English and Reading (E+R) tests shall exempt both
reading and writing or ELAR sections of the TSI Assessment with no composite score required,
on or after 2/15/23

m ACT scores from an administration prior to February 15, 2023, and after February 15, 2023,

are allowed to be used, as long as the new benchmarks are met.
m SAT - 480 or higher
m Earned credit for an English college prep course

Math
m TSIA 2.0 - 950 or higher. If score is less than 950, must score a 6 on the diagnostic
m ACT - 19 or higher on math and 23 or higher composite, before 2/15/23
m ACT - 22 or higher on the ACT Mathematics test shall exempt the mathematics section of the TSI
assessment with no composite score required, on or after 2/15/23
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m ACT scores from an administration prior to February 15, 2023, and after February 15, 2023,
are allowed to be used, as long as the new benchmarks are met.

m SAT - 530 or higher

m Earned credit for a Math college prep course

AP/IB Examination
m Earn a 3 or higher on any AP Exam
m Earn a 4 or higher on any IB Exam

Dual Course Credit
m Earn 3 credit hours in ELA or Math OR 9 hours in any subject

Associate's Degree
m Earn an associate degree while in high school

Career/Military Ready

e Industry Based Certification (IBC) - Earn an IBC and complete TEA’s required accompanying
course(s)

e [evel 1 or Level 2 Certificate - Earn a Level 1 or Level 2 certificate

e Special Education students who graduate with a completed IEP and Workforce Readiness

o Graduation type code of 54 or 55

e Special Education students who graduate with an Advanced Graduation Plan

e Students on an IEP who complete Foundation High School Program with Distinguished Level of

e Achievement (FHSP-DLA) or Endorsement (FHSP-E) graduation plan

e Military - Enlist in the U.S. Armed Forces © GCISD must obtain a completed DD Form 4
“Enlistment/Reenlistment Document-Armed Forces of the United States” from a student who has
enlisted.

*Students may meet CCMR criteria on more than one indicator, but it is not required.

SCHOOL DAY ASSESSMENTS

o PSAT - administered, at no cost, to all 9th, 10th, and 11th-grade students each Fall

o SAT - administered, at no cost, to all 11th-grade students each Spring

o ASVAB - available, as needed, at each high school

o AP Testing - offered at all high schools, reduced cost available to students who qualify for
free/reduced cost lunch

INFORMATION ON STAAR (EOC)

The State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR) is the current assessment program used by
the State of Texas. Five STAAR End-Of-Course (EOC) assessments are given to students in the academic
courses in the subjects of Algebra 1, Biology, English 1, English 2, and U.S. History. As passing scores on the
five STAAR EOC exams are required for graduation, students retake any exam in which they do not meet the
standard score. Retakes are offered at the end of each semester and once in the summer. While it will not be a
barrier to graduation, students who earn a passing score on a STAAR EOC while in middle school do need to
take a corresponding SAT or ACT in high school to meet assessment participation requirements for the EOC
tested subject.
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SCHEDULE CHANGES

Students are encouraged to take academically challenging courses based on their skills and strengths. In order to ensure that
students are appropriately placed from the beginning of the year and in order to avoid a schedule change in the middle of the
first nine weeks, it is recommended that students consider the following when scheduling an advanced class.

Students should have:
e An interest in the subject matter.
e Reading and communication skills at or above grade level.
¢ Successful performance on STAAR exams in the subject area or related content.
e A willingness to apply study skills and persevere through challenging material, including content that involves
diverse perspectives and greater depth.
An understanding that planning and organization are essential for a successful learning experience.
e Anunderstanding that additional work outside of the school day may be required to meet course requirements.

GCISD students are held to high expectations when taking advanced courses, therefore, students are required to:
o Attend tutorials as needed
e Complete and submit all assignments (homework, projects, reports) on the due dates
e Turn in make-up work promptly following any absence
e Do his/her own work on all assignments, projects, or exams

GCISD encourages students to carefully evaluate course requirements and time commitments before enrolling. The district
promotes a balanced approach to education, urging students to explore interests beyond academics. Therefore, students are
advised to choose advanced coursework in areas they are passionate about, while also allowing time for extracurricular
activities and spending time with family and friends.

Leveling Up to Advanced or AP Courses

e Students are allowed to level up to Advanced or AP courses within the first 10 days of the fall semester.
e The student’s current grade will transfer with them to the new class.

Level-Down Options for Advanced/AP Courses

¢ Some AP and CTE courses do not offer a level-down option.
e A list of courses without a level-down option will be provided.

When Students Can Level Down
Students can level down from Advanced or Advanced Placement (AP) courses at the following times, pending
space and availability (with the understanding that some Advanced and Advanced Placement (AP) courses do not
have a level-down option. See the list here):

o At the end of the first 9-week grading period

o At the end of the first semester

Impact of Leveling Down

e  When a student levels down, 10 points will be added to their current grade.

e The adjusted grade will move with the student to the new class at the end of the first 9-week grading period.
e The grade increase will not apply at the end of the first semester.

e This grade adjustment cannot be used to alter the student’s previously determined UIL eligibility status.
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Release or Aide Period Requests
Eligibility for Release or Aide Period

e Students who qualify for a release or aide period must drop a course no later than the fourth week of school.
Denial of Release or Aide Period Requests

e Requests may be denied if:

o The student is not on track for graduation.
o The student has not demonstrated college, career, and/or military readiness as defined by TEA.
o The release period would require the student to drop a CTE Program of Study.

Eligibility and Waivers for Advanced Courses
Advanced Course Eligibility Waivers

e Students in Advanced or AP courses may be granted one waiver per eligibility grading period if they maintain a
grade of 60 or higher in core courses (ELA, Math, Science, Social Studies, Foreign Languages).

o GCISD recognizes four eligibility grading periods each school year in which waivers can be submitted:
o The UlL-mandated 6-week grade check
o The first, second, and third 9-week grading periods

UIL Exemption for Advanced Courses

e In accordance with Senate Bill 1517, GCISD will allow up to four UIL No Pass, No Play Exemptions per school
year for high school students enrolled in UIL-approved and District-identified Advanced Placement (AP) and
Advanced classes.

ADVANCED COURSES

The Grapevine-Colleyville Independent School District secondary schools offer students the opportunity to
participate in challenging academic courses, such as Advanced (Adv), Advanced Placement (AP), Dual Credit
(DC), and Dual Enrollment (DE). Because these classes are college preparatory and/or similar to college-level
courses, students are challenged to be more disciplined, structured, and to perform at a higher academic level.

Advanced (Adv): Advanced courses are high school college preparatory courses that are designed to provide
students with the necessary skills to be successful in Dual Credit and AP courses. In GCISD, these skills
together with the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) comprise the syllabi for Advanced courses.

Dual Credit (DC): A student may enroll in academic courses for college credit before they graduate from high
school. Students receive both high school and college credit for successful completion of required courses
offered through the district partnership university. Students enrolled in dual credit courses are expected to
attend class on the scheduled days. A student must:

* Obtain permission from the high school

* Enroll with the college/university offering the courses

* Earn a grade average of 70 or above or “C” in each required course

* Meet the entrance requirements of the college/university including the required TSIA 2.0 exam, if applicable
* Comply with the Student Code of Conduct and grading guidelines of the college/university
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Dual Enrollment (DE): Courses similar to dual credit, by participating in a dual enrollment course, a student
is working in college-level curriculum while in high school. However, dual enrollment means that there is a
separate college course grade earned and a separate high school course grade earned. Each dual enrollment
course in the Course Selection Guide will have the corresponding HS credit equivalent.

Advanced Placement (AP): The AP (Advanced Placement) Program is administered by the College Board of
New York. It allows students to participate in college-level courses and possibly earn college credit while still
attending high school. Secondary schools and colleges cooperate in this program to give students the
opportunity to show mastery in college-level courses by taking Advanced Placement (AP) exams in May of
each school year.

Advanced Placement Examinations: These exams provide students with the opportunity to gain college
credit by examination at participating universities. Information regarding the awarding of credit can be found
online at www.collegeboard.com.

AP Capstone Diploma Program: Students can earn the AP Capstone Research Certificate. Students who earn
scores of 3 or higher in AP Seminar and AP Research and on four additional AP Exams of their choosing
receive the AP Capstone Diploma. Students who earn scores of 3 or higher in AP Seminar and AP Research
but not on four additional AP Exams receive the AP Seminar and Research Certificate. All AP courses and
course descriptions can be found throughout this guide.

CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION (CTE)

The Grapevine-Colleyville Independent School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color,
national origin, sex, disability, or age in its CTE programs and activities.

Career and Technical Education programs offer a sequence of courses that provide students with coherent and
rigorous content. CTE content is aligned with challenging academic and current industry standards. Relevant
technical knowledge and skills prepare students for further education and careers in current or emerging
professions.

The CTE program is moving towards synchronization with the U.S./Texas labor market. The beginning
courses survey the occupational area for the student to find areas of interest. An occupational skill is the
objective of the more Advanced CTE courses. Most of the instruction is hands-on with real-life applications.

COURSE CREDIT OPTIONS

Students and parents are encouraged to research potential implications with colleges prior to pursuing these
options. Courses not taken in the traditional setting may have implications on college admissions including the
eligibility of NCAA/NAIA bound athletes. For more information, contact the school counselor. If students
need to pursue other avenues for credit, the following are available:

e Credit By Exam Without Prior Instruction: The District shall give a student in grades 6-12 credit for
an academic subject in which the student has received no prior instruction if the student scores 80 percent
or above on a criterion-referenced examination for acceleration for the applicable course. If such credit is
given, the District shall enter the examination score on the student’s transcript.

All information in the course guide is subject to change. To access the most current document, go to www.gcisd.net.

22


http://www.collegeboard.com/

e Credit By Exam With Prior Instruction: The District shall give a student in grades 6-12 credit for an
academic subject in which he or she had some prior instruction (courses which students have completed
but not been awarded credit), if the student scores 70 percent or better on a criterion-referenced test for the
applicable course. If such credit is given, the District shall enter the examination score on the student’s
transcript.

e Correspondence Courses: High school students may earn up to two (2.0) credits toward graduation
through correspondence courses. Students wishing to enroll in correspondence courses must consult with a
counselor. Correspondence courses shall be used for emergencies or enrichment only and should not
become a substitute for residence work. Courses are subject to approval by the principal. Students are
responsible for paying all fees for course materials and resources. If such credit is given, the District shall
enter a “P” on the student’s transcript. All correspondence courses must be COMPLETE before the first
day of a student’s senior year. Students must submit the online form that can be found under the
counseling tab of their current school’s web page PRIOR to enrolling in a correspondence course.

e Awarded Credit: Courses for which credit is earned by examination or through correspondence in grades
9-12 shall not be included in the calculation of the weighted grade point average for purposes of class
ranking unless the following applies:

o Beginning with students in the graduating class of 2032, the District shall include in the
calculation of class rank semester grades earned in distance learning courses or through credit
by examination where a numeric grade has been assigned, with or without prior instruction
earned in high school credit courses, as designated in appropriate District publications, taken at
any grade level including prior to high school but only in the following subject areas: English,
mathematics, science, social studies, and Languages Other Than English (LOTE).

e English Language Arts Core Course taken by CBE or Correspondence: Students must take English
courses based on their high school grade level, unless they are recovering graduation credit or have an
early graduation application on file. If a student earns credit for a required English course through an
approved exam or correspondence course, they must still follow the standard grade-level progression for
English courses.

e Health taken by CBE or Correspondence: If a student wishes to take Health via correspondence or
CBE, the student must prove CPR certification prior to approval.

e Summer Classes: One full credit may be earned in each session of the Secondary Summer School
program. Courses in core subjects as well as electives are available on a fee basis.

e Texas Virtual School Network: Education Code 26.0031 requires that at the time and in the manner that
a school district or open-enrollment charter school informs students and parents about courses that are
offered in the district’s or school’s traditional classroom setting, the district or school shall notify parents
and students of the option to enroll in a course offered through the state virtual school network under
Chapter 30A. The Texas Virtual School Network (TxVSN) provides high school courses to supplement
regular instructional programs. The high school counselor will approve all student course enrollments.
Students may not elect to take the same course through Texas Virtual School Network for credit.
Currently, students are limited to three (3) courses per TxVSN session. Fees may vary by the course and
the providing district. The providing district sets the calendar for TxVSN classes. Students must follow the
schedule and guidelines set in each course. All courses in progress are considered passing until
notification is received from the provider. Information on TxVSN courses is located at
http://www.txvsn.org. Students will be required to pay the cost of the course if more than three (3) courses
are taken or for courses taken in addition to a full schedule.
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CREDIT

A credit is a unit value given to each high school class taken and passed. Credits are awarded at the end of each
semester except when taken prior to ninth grade, in which case they will be awarded after completion of the 8th
grade. The credit value is shown in the description for each course.

State Credit: Courses that count toward graduation requirements.

Local Credit: Courses not among the state-approved courses that will receive local credit (A local credit is
neither mandatory nor calculated into the required amount of credits needed to graduate.)

ELECTIVE (ENROLLMENT-BASED)

Elective courses are those that a student elects or chooses to take although the course is not specifically
required. Enrollment is based on student request numbers and staffing availability. Core electives count in the
ranking GPA calculation.

GCISD COLLEGIATE ACADEMY

GCISD Collegiate Academy at TCC NE is an Early College High School (ECHS) created in partnership with
Grapevine-Colleyville ISD and Tarrant County College Northeast which offers GCISD students another
pathway to College and Career readiness. GCISD’s Collegiate Academy is a stand-alone ECHS located on the
Tarrant County College Northeast campus. Students begin the application process in October of 8th grade and
are notified of their acceptance by the month of January in their 8th grade year. Because of the dual credit track
for both a high school diploma and associate degree, students must begin Collegiate Academy in the 9th grade.

GCISD provides transportation services at four locations in Grapevine-Colleyville to be shuttled to and from
the Collegiate Academy campus. GCISD’s Nutrition services are provided to Collegiate Academy students.
Collegiate Academy also has a partnership with the University of Texas in Arlington where juniors and seniors
are able to take advanced courses for a fraction of the cost.

Freshmen and sophomore courses at TCC NE are cohorted while juniors and seniors are able to take any
course offered at TCC NE that are listed on their course crosswalk. Course crosswalks available for GCISD
Collegiate Academy students are: Multidisciplinary, Business, Nursing, Liberal Arts, Computer Science,
Mechanical/Electrical Engineering.

Early College High Schools blend high school and college curricula simultaneously to give students the
opportunity to earn up to two years of college credit (60 hours) and an Associate Degree while attending high
school and earning a high school diploma. Early College High Schools make higher education more accessible
and help students become comfortable in a higher education environment by providing support to students as
they navigate being a college student.

GIFTED AND TALENTED

GT: Students are served through rigorous Advanced Placement courses and Gifted and Talented (GT) sections
of classes taught by highly qualified teachers. In some cases, sheltered GT courses are available. The number
of sheltered GT sections available is based on course requests and enrollment.
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ASPIRE Academy: is designed to meet the academic and affective needs of highly gifted students who
qualify based on preponderance of evidence. Academically, these highly gifted students require significant
curricular modifications in the classroom environment. These students typically score in the 99th percentile in
multiple domains on a nationally normed aptitude test and also demonstrate remarkable achievement in
qualitative and/or quantitative domains.

GRADE LEVEL CLASSIFICATION

After the ninth grade, students are classified according to the number of credits earned toward graduation.

Credits Earned Classification
6 Grade 10 (Sophomore)
12 Grade 11 (Junior)
18 Grade 12 (Senior)

High school counselors will review students who are credit deficient following the end of each semester and
will promote students accordingly. Retainments are determined at the end of each school year.

GRADE POINT AVERAGE

GPA is calculated on a 4.0 weighted GPA scale. A weighted scale means additional GPA points are
assigned to courses with greater rigor.

In GCISD, three different GPAs are calculated following the conclusion of each semester:

1. Ranking weighted 4.0 GPA (includes only Core, LOTE, and AP courses in GPA calculation)
. Cumulative weighted 4.0 GPA (includes all courses taken in high school in GPA calculation)
3. Unweighted 4.0 GPA (includes all courses taken in high school with no extra weight attached--uses the
on-level scale for all courses regardless of level of rigor)

Advanced,

Grade AP, GT AP |GT Advanced At-Level
97-100 6.0 5.0 4.0
94-96 5.8 4.8 3.8
90-93 5.b 4.6 3.6
87-89 5.4 4.4 34
B4-Bb 5.2 4.2 3.2
80-B3 5.0 4.0 3.0
Fr-79 4.8 3.8 2.8
74-76 4.6 3.6 2.6
71-73 4.4 3.4 24

70 4.2 3.2 2.2

Courses taken for high school credit prior to the start of high school, summer school courses taken for credit
recovery, correspondence courses, and Credit By Exams (CBEs) are NOT included in GPA calculations with
the exception of core classes or languages other than English taken by CBE or correspondence for the class of
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2032 and beyond.

All three GPA calculations for each semester in high school can be viewed under the "Progress/Report Card &
Letters" tab in Skyward Family Access. When viewing GPA calculations, always view the transcripts with the
most recent date.

The ranking weighted 4.0 GPA is the default GPA calculation run in GCISD and is the transcript housed in
Parchment (links below), the District's transcript ordering service. If a student prefers their transcript with their
cumulative weighted 4.0 GPA calculation or unweighted 4.0 GPA calculation to be housed in Parchment,
students will need to fill out a form at the front desk in the counseling office each semester.

Ranking Information

The District shall not calculate or report class rank except for students in the top 10% of a given class as
required by state law. Students ranked in the top 10% will have their rank listed on their Ranking Weighted 4.0
transcript viewable in Skyward and on Parchment, the District's transcript ordering service. However,
beginning with the graduating class of 2030, a student's specific numerical rank shall be recorded on the
student's transcript at the end of each calculation period while in high school for students who complete all
state regular content requirements at all high schools, with the exception of alternative education campuses.

GCISD Class Ranking EIC LOCAL Policy

ATTENDANCE FOR CREDIT

The attendance law states that students must have 90% attendance in a high school course in order to receive
credit in a given course in order to meet the state’s attendance law of course credit. A student must be present
90% of the days in each class during a semester.

GRADING GUIDELINES

Grading guidelines for each grade level or course will be communicated and distributed to students and their
parents by the classroom teacher. These guidelines have been approved by the campus principal. These
guidelines establish the minimum number of assignments, projects, and examinations required for each grading
period. Grading guidelines also outline the circumstances in which a student will be allowed to redo an
assignment or retake an examination for which the student originally made a failing grade. Procedures for a
student to follow after an absence will also be addressed. Refer to campus administration for specific grading
guidelines of the grade level, subject area, department, or campus.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

One credit of P.E. is required of all students for graduation; however up to 4 credits may be earned. The
following activities may be substituted for the one credit of required P.E.:

e Drill Team, Cheerleading, Marching Band, Athletics, and PE substitutions may substitute for Physical
Education. Marching Band may be substituted for Physical Education during the fall semester only.
Athletics may substitute for Physical Education. Dance Guard 1 - 4, Drill Team Prep 1 - 4 and JV and
Varsity Drill Teams may earn either Fine Arts or PE waiver credits.

All information in the course guide is subject to change. To access the most current document, go to www.gcisd.net.

26


https://skyweb.gcisd.net/scripts/wsisa.dll/WService=wsEAplus/fwemnu01.w
https://pol.tasb.org/Policy/Download/1102?filename=EIC(LOCAL).html&title=ACADEMIC%20ACHIEVEMENT&subtitle=CLASS%20RANKING

Athletics courses are offered as competitive sports and are governed by the rules and regulations of the
University Interscholastic League. Membership on these teams may count in lieu of Physical education as
required for graduation.

PREREQUISITES

A prerequisite is a requirement that must be met in order to qualify to take a specific course. Some courses
have recommended prerequisites that would best prepare a student for the next level of course. Prerequisites
are listed for each course described.

RELEASE PERIODS

Juniors and seniors are eligible to request release periods in lieu of taking a course. The ARD committee will
make decisions about release period requests for students who receive special education services.

Juniors will be limited to requesting one release period, and seniors will be limited to requesting three release
periods. Release periods may be revoked, and students may be placed in a course if determined to be
academically necessary.

Available release periods are the first period of the day, the last period of the day, the first and last period of the
day, the first and the last two periods of the day, the final two periods of the day, or the final three periods of
the day.

Requests for release periods will be considered using the following criteria:
e being on-track to graduate based on number of credits earned
e demonstration of college, career and/or military readiness (as defined by TEA)
e progression through a CTE pathway
e overall academic needs of the student

SEMESTER

A semester is an 18-week segment of the 9-month school year. Two semesters make up the school year with
credits being earned at the end of each semester.

STUDENT ATHLETES

High school student athletes take academic college-preparatory courses, preferably one in each of the
following areas: English, math, science, social studies, and world language. The students should compare
course selection against the list of NCAA-approved core courses. For more information about NCAA and the
requirements please visit the NCAA Eligibility Center online.

UIL ELIGIBILITY

The following UIL standards are used to determine academic eligibility for the first six weeks of the school
year.

e Grade 9 and below: The student must have been promoted from the previous grade.
e Grade 10: Five accumulated credits that count toward state graduation requirements.
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Grade 11: Ten accumulated credits that count toward state graduation requirements or the student must
have earned at least five credits within the last twelve months.

Grade 12: Fifteen accumulated credits that count toward state graduation requirements, or the student
must have earned at least five credits within the last twelve months.

All infor