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District Data

JCPS is the 7th largest school district in North Carolina. 

The 2024-2025 enrollment total is 37,061.

The four-year Cohort Graduation Rate for the class of 2024 was 91.3%,

which is well above the state average of 86.9%.

There are approximately 5,000 employees within the school system.

We are proud to have nearly 3,000 certified employees, which are

mostly teachers.
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Student Population Totals *

2023-2024 2024-2025

36,989 37,217

Demographics 

Gender 2023-2024 2024-2025

Male 18,912 18,955

Female 18,077 18,262

Ethnicity 2023-2024 2024-2025

White 16,602 16,093

Black 6,788 7,018

Hispanic 11,121 11,508

Asian/Pacific Islander 340 403

Native American 86 90

Multi-Racial 2,052 2,105

Grade Level 2023-2024 2024-2025

Elementary 15,895 16,306

Middle 7,818 7,813

High School 13,276 13,098

*Data is pulled 

*Based on the Principals Monthly Report. 4
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Academic Successes

JOHNSTON COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS STUDENTS

ARE EXCELLING ACADEMICALLY
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JCPS is currently ranked 35th in the state in performance composite and

exceeded the state’s performance composite!

2023-2024 Performance Composite of 56.4%.

Exceeded the pre-pandemic composite of 52.9% (2018-2019)

89% of JCPS schools received a school letter grade of A, B, or C. That is a

tremendous change since 2018 when only 65% of our schools received a

letter grade of A, B, or C.

85% of JCPS schools met or exceeded growth during the 2023-2024 year. 

JCPS has only 1 low-performing school, which equates to less than 3% of our

schools being low-performing! There were 16 low-performing schools in 2018.
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District Highlights
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Budget Priorities

Johnston County Public Schools
is committed to providing safe, secure, and innovative learning environments where students
can excel academically, families are an involved part of the community, and staff can flourish

professionally and financially. 

The proposal places emphasis on funding that supports employee compensation and
retention, sustaining operations, and maintenance and facility repairs.  
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Uncertainty of Federal and State Funding

Inflation

Compensating, Recruiting, and Retaining Quality Staff

Budget Challenges

JCPS has been fiscally responsible, particularly during the pandemic when additional
funding such as ESSER was available. However, there are still some budget challenges. 
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2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026
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36,928 36,049 37,309 36,866 36,923 37,061 37,061

Johnston County
Public Schools

Johnston County
Charter Schools

1,948 2,184 2,160 3,697 3,983 4,201  4,369 

41,262

38,233

2021

40,563

2023

38,876

2020

39,469

2022

Total Student Population
JCPS and Charter Schools Combined

40,906

2024

2025 

Enrollment Trends and Projections

41,430 (Projected)

2026 
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30.5%

24.6%

11.5%

9.7%

9.3%

5.3%

3.4%

3.2%

2.4%

Local Teacher Pay and Supplements - 30.5%

Facilities and Utilities - 24.6%

Supplies, Curriculum, and Technology - 11.5%

Charter School Pass Through - 9.7%

Insurance, Benefits, and Admin - 9.3%

Central, Finance, HR, and Print Shop - 5.3%

Transportation - 3.4%

SROs and Security - 3.2%

Athletics - 2.4%

JCPS 2024-25 Local Budget
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13,222,419

11,554,725

10,513,619
10,109,610

9,305,719

6,810,835

888,823

9,868,519

23,433,393

31,345,361

24,938,664

13,072,738
13,500,000

Fund Balance Review

*2025 Projected range is $12.5M to $14.5M

*
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8th in Average Teacher Supplemental Pay 

42nd in Local Per Pupil Appropriations

     * Johnston County ranked 10th for funding effort

87th in State Funding Per Pupil

89th in Total Per Pupil Expenditures

           Spend $2,009.31 per student less than state average 

*Source: DPI Statistical Profile tables 20, 24, and 30; Public School Forum Finance Study

State Rankings by Category (out of 115)
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Local Per Pupil Appropriations - Year 2024

JCPS

Ranks

42nd
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Per Pupil Expenses - Year 2024
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Bachelor’s
Degree

Proposed 2026 Teacher 
Salary Scale

*State salary increase is unknown. It is estimated
at 3% for budget planning purposes.
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Significant volatility in state low wealth funding is

expected over the next three (3) years due to many

variables, including property revaluations.

State Budget Impacts

Based on trends from other districts, Johnston County

could experience a cut of $6M - $9M depending on

many factors that are beyond our scope of control.

24



Local Budget Request

2024-2025 Current Expense Funding $104,000,000

2025-2026 Increase Request $10,082,706

2025-2026 Request for Current Expense $114,082,706

Local Budget Request
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2025-2026 Budget Increase Details
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Proposed Local Budget by Program
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Estimated Charter Funding

Of the $114M funding request, the estimated charter school portion is roughly $11.7M.

This is only an estimate.

Charters receive a proportionate share of county funding on a per student basis. The final amount is

dependent upon the level of funding and the number of students at both JCPS and charters.
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Capital Requests
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2024-2025 Current 2025-2026 Planning Difference

State Fund $303,008,191 $308,854,717 $5,846,526

Local Fund (County) $104,000,000 $114,082,706 $10,082,706

Fund Bal./Fines & For. $4,032,190 $4,032,190 $0

Federal Fund $48,438,381 $27,150,145 ($21,288,236)

Capital Outlay (County) $24,081,500 $10,938,560 ($13,142,940)

Total Planned Budget $483,560,262 $465,058,318 ($18,501,945)

2025-2026 Planning Budget

Includes all revenue sources, budgeted fund balance, and capital projects carried
over from one year to the next. Does not include bond funds. 
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Are there any questions...
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