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August 2026
342 Clinton Street, Buffalo, NY 14204
P: (716) 816-4603  F: (716) 851-3895
Student Hours: 9:10am — 4:05pm

Welcome to the 49" year as a
Buffalo Public Montessori School!

Our Mission
At Bennett Park Montessori, our mission is to cultivate an inclusive learning environment where each child’s
unique potential is recognized and nurtured. With a commitment to academic excellence, our staff, with the
support of parents and caregivers, provides a developmentally appropriate, multi-aged, child-centered
curriculum which fosters respect and celebrates our differences through the Montessori approach.

Our Vision
Our vision is to be a leading public Montessori school that sets the standard for educational excellence and
innovation. We envision a community where students are inspired to reach their highest academic and
personal potential, supported by dedicated educators and engaged families. By fostering a culture of respect,
curiosity, and resilience, we aim to prepare our students to excel in a rapidly changing world and to make
meaningful contributions to society. Through continuous improvement and commitment to Montessori
philosophy, we strive to create an environment where every child can thrive and achieve their dreams.

Our teachers have NYS certification and Montessori training, and many have a Montessori credential. As a
public Montessori school, we:
e Follow the NYS Common Core Learning Standards
e Use Buffalo Public teaching resources and assessments.
e Integrate a Montessori approach to learning by using lessons from the Montessori curriculum.
o Instill a peaceful community through a peace curriculum, classroom meetings, and restorative
practices.
e Involve the use of hands-on materials for mastery learning and problem solving. As students get older,
there are less materials, but more research and project-based learning.
e Embrace the whole child through multi-aged classrooms (3-6), (5-7), (6-9), (9-12), and (12-14).
e Students use work cards to manage choice of work within teacher-set limits while the teacher works
individually or with small groups of students.
e Connect to the natural outdoor environment.
e Provide quarterly Report Cards
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Your Child’s First Day of School 2026-2027
Here are a few things to help you and your child prepare for their first day of school. The first day of school,
Thursday, September 3, 2026, is for all PreK-8 grade students. All returning students should report to their
previous homerooms on the first day of school.

Phasing-In
Phasing-in is an important tradition at BPMC. It is an opportunity for your child to get comfortable with
school, meet new friends, and work with some materials. We realize it may be an inconvenience for families,
but the benefits to your child will last all year. We encourage you to make arrangements for your child to
attend these important phasing-in days at school.

4-Year-Old (PK) Phasing-In
Thursday, September 3, 2026 & Friday, September 4,2026 - AM ONLY
Students may take the AM bus to school. Only on Thursday, September 3, only 1 parent is permitted to walk
their child to his/her class. Please plan to pick up your child by 12:15pm on this day.

The first full day for our 4-year-old students is Tuesday, September 8, 2026. PM bussing will begin on
Tuesday, September 8, 2026, for our 4-year-old (PK) students.

3-Year-Old (PS) Phasing-In
Monday, September 14, 2026 & Tuesday, September 15, 2026 — AM ONLY
Students may take the AM bus to school. Only on Monday, September 14, 2026, only 1 parent is permitted to
walk their child to his/her class. Please plan to pick up your child by 12:15pm on these days.

The first full day of school for our 3-year-old (PS) students is Wednesday, September 16, 2026. PM bussing
will begin on Wednesday, September 16, 2026, for our 3-year-old students.

New Students in grades PS-3"¢
Please be sure that your child has identification with them (ex: label bookbag, label school supplies, etc.).

Arrival & Dismissal

9:10am — ARRIVAL - BUS
All students will enter the building at 9:10am using the main entrance doors on Clinton Street (by the
flagpole). Everyone must go through the Evolv Security System.

9:10am — ARRIVAL - Walk/Car

Parent drop-off on Cedar Street. Staff members will be stationed along the sidewalks until 9:30am to greet
your child. All students will walk along the sidewalk on Clinton Street to the main entrance doors. Please DO
NOT park on the school side of Clinton Street. There is NO parking in the Cedar Street drop-off zone.

School buses block the staff parking lot on Clinton Street from 9am-9:45am, preventing vehicles from
entering or exiting the lot. This lot is again blocked by school buses during dismissal from 3:30pm-4:30pm.
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This procedure is in place throughout the entire school year. If you park there, you will be stuck until all buses
leave.

For the safety of our school community, children walk to their classrooms on their own. Staff members will
greet buses, students, and will assist your child with and if needed to their classroom.

Late Arrivals

Students will be marked tardy if they arrive after 9:40am. Students must enter through the main entrance,
where they will be signed in by our clerical team. Parents/guardians are not required to enter the building, as
school staff will handle the sign-in process.

Transportation
Will be mailed directly from BPS Transportation Department. For address changes, please see a member of
our school’s clerical team — 2 proofs of address are required. To add a secondary address, such as daycare,
after school program, etc., please visit the district’s website and provide the necessary information:
https://www.buffaloschools.org/o/dept-transportation/page/transportation-forms

e School Hours: 9:10am — 4:05pm

e Student Arrival Time: 9:10am

e Dismissal Times:

o 3:35pm - PS, PK, K ONLY

o 3:45pm — 1% - 3" grade

o 3:55pm — 4% — 8™ and students with older siblings on 4™ - 8" grade
If you are picking up your child from school, please park on surrounding streets or pull up to Cedar Street
door.

e ID is required for all student pickups. Please be prepared to always show your ID.

ALL changes in dismissal require school notification. A parent signed note is best, and phone calls
can be accepted before 2pm. Limited emergency requests after 2pm will require administration
approval.

e [tis very important that you keep your child’s contact information update to date of designated adults
allowed for pickups.

o Early Dismissal: (Pickup before 3pm) — This is strongly discouraged, as remaining for the full school
day is important to your child’s success. If an early pickup is necessary, it will take place at the main
entrance. For the safety of all, the adult must report to the main entrance where he/she will be greeted
by school security and must present valid ID. Once verified, the adult will sign the early dismissal log,
and the student will be called to meet the adult outside. For student safety and traffic flow, in the event
an early pick is needed after 3pm, pickups will only take place on Cedar Street upon administration
approval.

Support at BPMC
Several resources and supports are available to families and students at BPMC. We have a full-time
psychologist, two full-time social workers, two full-time school counselors, and a Say Yes Buffalo Family
Support Specialist to assist as needed. Additionally, Endeavour Counseling Service is on-site two days a week
to work with students and families.
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Free Breakfast and Lunch
All students in BPS receive a free breakfast and lunch. Meals, foods and beverages served at schools meet state
and federal requirements based on the USDA Dietary Guidelines. All meals, foods and beverages are prepared
and served by qualified child nutrition professionals. We provide students with access to a variety of appealing
foods that meet the health and nutrition needs of students. BPMC is a peanut restricted environment. If your
child brings a Iunch to school, please do not include any peanut-based products. We work collaboratively to
ensure that students with allergies are in a safe environment. To that end, we do not serve peanut butter in our
cafeteria. If you child is a lover of peanut butter, there are several alternatives including sun butter or almond
butter.

Immunizations and Student Physicals 2026-2027
All students will need an updated physical for the required grades. To avoid the back-to-school rush, we
encourage families to get into their primary care provider ASAP. If you have questions about your child’s
health record, please contact our school clinic during regular school hours (9:10am-4:05pm). Last day for
proof of immunizations is September 16, 2026. For more information in immunization requirements, please
visit: https://www.buffaloschools.org/o/dept-social-emotional-and-wellness-supports/page/immunization-

requirements

Bennett Park Montessori

Montessori Community Association (MCA)
The MCA is the parent and community advocate for BPMC. We are a 501(c)3 non-profit organization run by
parent volunteers. Our mission is to increase equity and access to a rigorous education for our families, and to
support the continuation of Montessori methods in this public school. The MCA amplifies parent voices to
school and district leadership to influence key decisions that impact the school and our community. Our efforts
are focused on: Montessori Community Education, Enrichment Events, Teacher & Staff Appreciation, and
Fundraising. Please help us make a difference and join us in the MCA! Follow us on Facebook to keep in
touch and to stay updated!

MCA Officers

e Lisa Delmonte — President
Maggie Winship - Vice President
Kayleigh Small - Treasurer
Sarah Offhaus - Secretary
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Parent Engagement Liaison (PEL)

The BPS Parent Engagement Liaison program provides opportunities to utilize the unique assets of parent
leaders. The PEL program seeks to enhance the engagement of parents and caregivers to support the success of
children. Our 26-27 PEL members are:

e Rene’ Cooley — Administrator

e TBD - Parent Engagement Liaison

2026-2027 School Year Supply Lists

We are looking forward to seeing all our returning families and meeting all our new students and families in a

an

few short weeks. &

Your BPMC Administrative Team
Erika LaMar - Principal
Rene’ Cooley — Assistant Principal
Mark Przybysz - Assistant Principal
Cameron Stelmach - Assistant Principal
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SchoolCash Online

By registering for SchoolCash Online, families will be able to complete and submit digital Parent Consent
forms for field trips and Media/Outside Media Release forms electronically. This process helps to improve
efficiency and streamline these processes for families and students. In addition, SchoolCash Online provides a
convenient and secure way for families to make payments for a variety of school-related activities and events,
including:

e School apparel

e Fundraising activities

e Field trips and other school fees

Parents: Please take 5 minutes to Register for SchoolCash Online

It’s fast, easy & free

Wh‘p" Parents/Guardians should register?

= Stay informed of upcoming field trips, events and activities invalving your child{ren erma

o g ens

EI’!F:.

How to Register How to Add children to your account
= Goto SchoolCash and k£ Register = Sign in to SchoolCash Online
https://buffaloschools.schoolcashonline.com https://buffaloschools.schoolcashonline. .com
= At the top of the page, navigate to My Account
at
®  Frorm t iropdown menu, select My Students
£ tYes 2
- _ = E 1 C &
| Qe Y
= Use your email address and password to log in to Click Confirm

How to make a Payment

- select the item which you would like to purchase & dick Add to Cart
- Dnce you have finished adding items to your cart, click Continue to ma
O KEV

SCHOM LTINS
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2026-2027 School Events Calendar

Please look for school notices regarding events. Sometimes it may be necessary to change dates/times of events.

August 2026
25" — New Family Gathering (PS, PK, K) (10am-12pm)

September 2026
Montessori Principle: Respect for the Child

Character Development Focus: Grace & Courtesy
Wellness Focus: Self-awareness, Social Awareness,
Suicide Prevention Awareness, Hispanic Heritage
Month

1*' — Superintendent’s Conference Day - No School for
students

2™ _ Teacher Set-Up Day — No School for students

3% _ First Day of School for students in grades PK-8"
(PK phase-in half days- parent p/u by 12:15pm)

7% — Labor Day — No School

8t — First full day PK

9 _ Peace Team (PBIS/Wellness) (2:15pm — 3:15pm)
10" — MCA Meeting (5:30pm - 7:30pm)

14" & 15" - PS (3yr-olds phase-in of half days - parent
p/uby 12:15pm)

15" - Full days begin for PS (3yr-olds)

17" — Last day for proof of immunizations

227 _ SBMT Meeting (9am—10am)

24" — Open House/Meet the Teacher (Spm-7pm)

October 2026
Montessori Principle: Respect for the Child
Character Development Focus: Respect (for self and
others)
Wellness Focus: Bullying Prevention-Red Ribbon
Week, Depression Awareness, Emotional Wellness
8" — MCA Meeting (5:30pm-7:30pm)
9t _ 5-week Progress Report grades close
12" — No School (Indigenous Peoples’ & Italian-
Heritage Day)
19" — SBMT Meeting (9am—10am)
21% - Peace Team (PBIS/Wellness) (2:15pm — 3:15pm)
22" _ Fall Festival at Montessori (5pm-7pm)
30" - Fall Picture Day (no Halloween costumes)

November 2026
Montessori Principle: The Prepared Environment
Character Development Focus: Gratitude, Generosity
Wellness Focus: Homeless Youth Awareness, Native
American Heritage Month
3% _ No School (Election Day)
11" - No School (Veterans Day)
12" - MCA Meeting (5:30pm-7:30pm)
13" — 1% Quarter grades close
16" — SBMT Meeting (9am—10am)
18- Peace Team (PBIS/Wellness) (2:15pm — 3:15pm)
251 27% _No School (Thanksgiving Recess)

December 2026
Montessori Principle: The Prepared Environment
Character Development Focus: Courage, Integrity
Wellness Focus: Stress Free, Managing Emotions
3 — 15t Quarter Parent/Teacher Conference Night (5pm-
7pm)
7t — Picture Retake Day
9_ Peace Team (PBIS/Wellness) (2:15pm — 3:15pm)
10" — MCA Meeting (5:30pm-7:30pm)
11" - 15-week Progress Report grades close
11" - Winter Concert Performances (10am & 1:30pm)
15 — SBMT Meeting (9am—10am)
24™_Jan 1% — No School (Winter Recess)

January 2027
Montessori Principle: Self-Directed Learning

Character Development Focus: Responsibility,
Preparation

Wellness Focus: Mental Wellness, Financial Wellness,
Responsible Decision Making

4 — Students/Faculty return from Winter Recess

13- Peace Team (PBIS/Wellness) (2:15pm — 3:15pm)
14" — MCA Meeting (5:30pm-7:30pm)

18" - No School (Dr. MLK Jr. Day)

20" — SBMT Meeting (9am—10am)

28" — Taste of Montessori Night (5pm—7pm)

29" — 2nd Quarter grades close
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February 2027
Montessori Principle: Self-Directed Learning

Character Development Focus: Compassion, Empathy
Wellness Focus: African American History, Boost Self-
Esteem, Random Acts of Kindness

10" - Peace Team (PBIS/Wellness) (2:15pm — 3:15pm)
11" — 28 Quarter Parent/Teacher Conference Night (by
appointment 5pm-7pm)

11" - MCA Meeting (5:30pm-7:30pm)

15" - No School (Presidents’ Day)

1619 — No School (Mid-Winter Recess)

22" _ SBMT Meeting (9am—10am)

26" - Black History Month Performances (10am,
1:30pm)

March 2027
Montessori Principle: Freedom within Limits
Character Development Focus: Perseverance
Wellness Focus: Sleep Awareness, Spiritual Wellness,
Growth Mindset, Women’s History Month
4" - MCA Meeting (5:30pm-7:30pm)
9 - Peace Team (PBIS/Wellness) (2:15pm — 3:15pm)
10" — No School (Eid al-Fitr)
11" — SBMT Meeting (9am—10am)
11" — Basket Raffle Fundraiser (5pm—7:30pm)
12" - 25-week Progress Report grades close
22 Spring Pictures and 8" Grade Cap & Gown
Pictures
26 -2" — No School (Spring Recess)

April 2027
Montessori Principle: Freedom within Limits

Character Development Focus: Community,
Teamwork

Wellness Focus: Stress Awareness, Physical
Awareness, Child Abuse Prevention

5™ — Students/Faculty return from Spring Recess

8- MCA Meeting (5:30pm-7:30pm)

13h-14" —NYS 3-8 ELA Testing

21st- Peace Team (PBIS/Wellness) (2:15pm — 3:15pm)
22" - SBMT Meeting (9am—10am)

22" Book, Bite, Family Movie Night (5pm—7pm)
2343 Quarter grades close

27".28" — NYS 3-8 Math Testing

29" 3rd Quarter Parent Conferences (by appointment
4pm-7pm)

May 2027
Montessori Principle: Whole Child Development

Character Development Focus: Peace, Harmony
Wellness Focus: Mental Health Awareness, Teacher
Appreciation, Buffalo Healing and Restoration

4M _NYS 5" & 8" Grade Science Testing

5™ — National Bike to School Day

6" — MCA Meeting (5:30pm-7:30pm)

10 — SBMT Meeting (9am—10am)

12" — Early Release Day (Dismissal at 12:15pm)
13%-14" — No School (Superintendent Conference
Days/NYS Test Scoring)

19t - Peace Team (PBIS/Wellness) (2:15pm — 3:15pm)
20™ - Spring Fest at Montessori (5pm-7pm)

21% - 35-week Progress Report grades close

21% - All library books returned

31%—No School (Memorial Day)

June 2027
Montessori Principle: Whole Child Development
Character Development Focus: Leadership,
Confidence
Wellness Focus: Occupational Wellness, LGBTQ+
Pride Month, Juneteenth Celebration
3% _ Spring Concert (10am & 1:30pm)
8 — SBMT Meeting (9am—10am
9™ - Peace Team (PBIS/Wellness) (2:15pm — 3:15pm)
10" - MCA Meeting (5:30pm-7:30pm)
11" - Last day for 3yr. Olds
14" - New 3—6-year-old Parent Orientation
15%-17"- First Lessons for new 3—6-year-olds (10am-
2pm)
17" — Juneteenth Celebration Day
18" — No School (Juneteenth Holiday)
24" — 4% Quarter grades close
24" — Last Day of School for PK-8 Students

Dates to be determined:

TBD — 4", 6" 8" grades City Honors Testing

TBD — NYSESLAT Speaking Test Window

TBD — Listening, Reading, and Writing Test Window
TBD — 8th Grade Moving Up Day
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BPS 2026-2027 Letter Days at a Glance

Week A B C D E F

1 09/03R | 09/04F | 09/08T | 09/09W | 09/10R | 09/11F
2 09/14M | OWIST | 09/16W | 0%17TR | 0%ISF | 09/21M
3 09/22T | 0923W | 09/24R | 09/25F | 09/28M | 09/29T
4 09/30W | 10/01R | 10/02F | 10/05M | 10/06T | 10/07TW
5 10/08R | 10/09F | 10/13T | 10/14W | 1W15R | 10/16F
6 10/19M | 10/20T | 10/21W | 10/22R 10/23F | 10/26M
7 10/27T | 10/28W | 10/29R 10/30F | 11702M | 11/04W
8 11/05R | 11/06F | 11/09M | 11/10T 11/12ZR | 11/13F
9 11/716M | 11/17T | 11/18W | 11/19R 11/20F | 11/23M
10 11/24T | 11/30M | 12/01T | 12/02W | 12/03R | 12/04F
11 12/07M | 12/08T | 12/09W | 12/10R 12/11F | 12/14M
12 12/15T | 12/16W | 12/17R 12/18F | 12/21M | 12/22T
13 12/23W | 01/04M | 01/05T | 01/06W | 01/07R | 01/08F
14 01/11IM | 01/12T | 01/13W | 01/14R | O1/15F | 01/19T
15 017200 | 01/21R | 0O1/22F | 01/25M | 01/26T | 01/27TW
16 01/28R | 01/29F | 02/01M | 02/02T | 02/03W | 02/04R
17 02/05F | 02/08M | 02/09T | 02/10W | 02/11R | 02/12F
18 02/22M | 02/23T | 02/24W | 02/25R | 02/26F | 03/01M
19 03/02T | 03/03W | 03/04R | 03/05F | 03/08M | 03/09T
20 03/11R | 03/12F | 03/15M | 03/16T | 03/17TW | 03/18R
21 03/19F | 03/22M | 03/23T | 03/24W | 03/25R | 04/05M
22 04/06T | 04/07W | 04/08R | 04/09F | 04/12M | 04/13T
23 04/14W | 04/15R | 04/16F | 04/19M | 04/20T | 04/21W
24 04/22R | 04/23F | 04/26M | 04/27T | 04/28W | 04/29R
25 04/30F | 05/03M | 05/04T | 05/05W | 05/06R | 05/07F
26 05/10M | O5/11T | 05/12W | 05/17TM | 05/18T | 05/19W
27 05/20R | O5/21F | 05/24M | 05/25T | 05/26W | 05/27R
28 05/28F | 06/01T | 06/02W | 06/03R | 06/04F | 06/07TM
29 06/08T | 06/09W | 06/10R | 06/11F | 06/14M | 06/15T
30 06/16W | 06/17R | 06/21M | 06/22T | 06/23W | 06/24R
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H.5. Regents Exams
3-8 MYS testing

Supt. Conf. Day & NYS Test Scoring

T Central Office Also Closed

Schools Closed
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