[image: ]2026 - Trade School Scholarship Opportunity
$1500
Deadline to apply:  April 30, 2026

Rotary Club of Freeport, Florida


The Rotary Club of Freeport, Florida is proud to support the next generation of skilled tradespeople (electricians, plumbers, mechanics, welders, carpenters, medical technicians, cosmetologists, HVAC specialists, etc.) who are essential to the growth and strength of Walton County and the Northwest Florida region. We are committed to supporting students who choose this vital path while demonstrating strong character, integrity, work ethic, and willingness to serve, which are virtues that align with Rotary International’s values. 


Award:
· Amount: $1,500
· Payment: If selected, funding is delivered directly to the trade school to be applied to tuition after acceptance/enrollment documentation is provided.


Eligibility:
· Must be a high school senior and on track to graduate in 2026.
· Must be an applicant in good standing (attendance/discipline).
· Must reside at a home address in Freeport, Florida.
· Must be pursuing education or certification in a trade or technical field (not a 4-year degree program).


Criteria for Selection of $1500 Scholarship:
· Academic Record (25%)
· Provides clear commitment to a trade/technical pathway. (25%)
· Demonstrates work ethics, integrity, responsibility, and volunteer mindset. (25%)
· Plans to contribute to the local economy and community. (25%)

Academic record as one factor (this award is not solely grade-based, but includes commitment through work and volunteering to the community)


How to Apply:
· Deadline: April 30, 2026
· Submit Scholarship document in one PDF
· Submit by email to: FreeportFLRotaryClub@gmail.com
· Questions:  Dave Underwood (Rotary Club of Freeport) at (850) 376-5580




APPLICATION
(must be typed)

A) 	Applicant Information:

	Full Name
	a
	Phone Number
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Email
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Home Address
	Click or tap here to enter text.


B) 	School:

	Teacher/Counselor Name
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Name
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Title Role
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Phone
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Email
	Click or tap here to enter text.



	Planned Trade/Technical Program of Study:

	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Institution / Program You Plan to Attend (if known)
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Expected Start Date (month/year)
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Have you applied to your planned trade program/institution?
	YES☐      NO☐

	· If yes, where, and when
	Click or tap here to enter text.

C)	Type of Trade School:

D)	Rotary Status/Financial:

	Is a member of your household a current Rotarian?
	YES☐      NO☐

	Are you facing financial need related to attending trade school?
	YES☐      NO☐




E) 	Questions:
(Answer each question in 1–2 short paragraphs -  100–200 words.)

1. Why did you select a Trade and what is your Plan?
Why did you choose to pursue a trade, and what trade are you pursuing? What steps have you taken so far (classes, hands-on projects, work experience, job shadowing, certifications, etc.)? How would this scholarship help you achieve your goals?
	Click or tap here to enter text.










2. How do you plan to contribute to the Community  and  Local Economy?
How will you contribute to the local economy and serve our community in the future through your chosen trade?
	Click or tap here to enter text.









3. How would you apply for the Rotary Four-Way Test?
How can you apply the Four-Way Test in your life and/or your future career in a trade?

Rotarians around the world apply the following “Four-Way Test”
1.	“Is it the TRUTH? Is it FAIR to all concerned? 
2.	Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 
3.	Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?
	Click or tap here to enter text.









4. How do you apply Work Ethic, Responsibility, and Time Use?
Describe your work ethic and acceptance of responsibility. How do you spend your time outside the classroom, i.e., family responsibilities, athletics, clubs, volunteering, and faith/community? 
	Click or tap here to enter text.










F) 	Required Attachments (Check all that are included):
	☐ Typed Application
☐ Typed Resume Template (activities, work, achievements, and volunteer/service)
☐ High School Transcript (Request your guidance to send your transcript to        FreeportFLRotaryClub@gmail.com)
☐ Vocational/Certification Letter (if trade coursework does not appear on transcript)
☐ (Optional) Proof of application/acceptance/registration (if available)


G) 	Applicant Certification:
I certify that I live in Freeport, Florida, and that I completed this application personally. I understand that, if selected, I may be asked to interview virtually and to speak to the Rotary Club of Freeport.
	Applicant Signature
	

	Date
	




Parent/Guardian Signature (for students under 18)
	Parent/Guardian Signature
	

	Date
	






TRADE SCHOLARSHIP
RESUME TEMPLATE
(must be typed)

Requirements:

· Be specific: what you did, tools/skills used, and results/impact.
· If you do not have work experience, emphasize projects, job shadowing, and volunteer service.

1. Personal Information:
	Full Name
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Phone
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Email
	Click or tap here to enter text.






2. Career Goal Statement: 
(Example: “Pursuing HVAC certification to become a licensed HVAC technician and work in Walton County.”)
	Click or tap here to enter text.







3. Education:
	High School Name
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	· Expected Graduation (month/year):
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Relevant Coursework (Trade/CTE)
(Example: Welding I/II, Auto Tech, Health Science, Construction, Drafting, etc.)






	Click or tap here to enter text.


4. Work Experience (Paid):
	Job Title
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Employer
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	City
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	State
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Start Date
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	End Date
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Description of Duties

	Click or tap here to enter text.


	Job Title
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Employer
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	City
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	State
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Start Date
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	End Date
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Description of Duties

	Click or tap here to enter text.


5. Hands-On Trade Experience (Unpaid / School / Home / Shadowing):
(Shop projects, job shadowing, internships, helping a family business, competitions, tool use, safety habits)
	Experience/Project
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Hours (if known)
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Description of Duties

	Click or tap here to enter text.


	Experience/Project
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Hours (if known)
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Description of Duties


	Click or tap here to enter text.


6. Activities and Leadership:
(Clubs, sports, ROTC, band, SkillsUSA, FFA, church youth group, etc.)
	Activity/Organization
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Role
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Years
	Click or tap here to enter text.


	Activity/Organization
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Role
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Years
	Click or tap here to enter text.


7. Volunteer and Service:
(Community projects, Rotary events, church service, food pantry, coaching, clean-ups, mentoring, etc.)
	Organization/Project
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	City/State
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Years
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Start Date
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	End Date
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Hours (if known)
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	What you did / impact




	Click or tap here to enter text.


	Organization/Project
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	City/State
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Years
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Start Date
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	End Date
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Hours (if known)
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	What you did / impact




	Click or tap here to enter text.




8. Achievements and Recognition:
(Awards, honors, perfect attendance, certifications, competition results, employer recognition)
	Award Title
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Date
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Award Title
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Date
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Award Title
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Date
	Click or tap here to enter text.


9. References (Optional):
	Name
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Title
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Phone
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Email
	Click or tap here to enter text.


	Name
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Title
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Phone
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Email
	Click or tap here to enter text.



Information in your application is only for scholarship selection and administration.
by the Rotary Club of Freeport.
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