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Weather Matrices for School Operations 

Precipitation 

Condition Operations 

Prolonged drought ●​ Building & Grounds staff minimize outdoor watering and 
use of water for cleaning while maintaining health & 
safety 

No precipitation or 
drought 

●​ Normal operations 

Mist / light sprinkling ●​ Normal operations 
●​ Students provided access to covered spaces during 

recess:  allowed to use building overhangs and to remain 
in eating area 

●​ Students not asked to sit on ground (line up standing or 
using benches) 

Rain, hail up to pea size, 
snow 

●​ All outdoor events held indoors  
●​ Students gather for school in gymnasium 
●​ Recess held in gymnasium  
●​ After-school programs held indoors 

Hail larger than pea size ●​ Staff instruct all students to shelter in place under roofs 
until hail ceases; no students change buildings 

●​ Arriving students sheltered in nearest building 

Icy conditions ●​ See extreme temperature operations for cold 
●​ Building and Grounds staff keep key surfaces ice-free 

and close those that pose a danger 

Snowfall of ½” or more ●​ If before school hours:  School closed until temperature 
rises above 40°F for 2 hours.   

●​ If during school hours:  Follow icy conditions operations 
and cold weather operations.   

●​ If at dismissal time:  Students welcomed for additional 
after school supervision to permit staggered family pickup 
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Extreme Temperature 
All temperatures refer to Wind Chill or Heat Index temperatures - whichever figure is more 
extreme is used to guide policy.  Reference:  SJ monthly temperatures 
 

Condition Operations 

<35°F ●​ All outdoor events held indoors  
●​ Students gather for school in gymnasium 
●​ Recess held in gymnasium  
●​ After-school programs held indoors 
●​ Staff working outdoors take breaks every 30min 

35-40°F ●​ All meals held indoors 
●​ TK, Kinder, Gr. 1-5 recess & PE activities held indoors 
●​ Normal operations Gr. 6-8 

40-47°F ●​ All meals held indoors 
●​ TK, Kinder, Gr. 1-2 recess & PE activities held indoors 
●​ Normal operations Gr. 3-8 

47°F - 90°F ●​ Normal operations 

90-95°F ●​ TK, Kinder, Gr. 1-2 activities, including meals & recess, 
held indoors 

●​ Normal operations Gr. 3-8 

95-100°F ●​ TK, Kinder, Gr. 1-5 activities, including meals & recess, 
held indoors 

●​ Normal operations Gr. 6-8 

105-110°F ●​ All outdoor events held indoors  
●​ Students gather for school in gymnasium 
●​ Recess held in gymnasium  
●​ After-school programs held indoors 

>110°F ●​ All outdoor events held indoors  
●​ Staff prohibited from all nonessential outdoor work 
●​ Staff working outdoors take breaks every 15min 
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Air Quality 
Reference:  Air Quality Index for 95128 
Note:  Air Quality Index measures are frequently delayed and very regional in nature.  School 
officials will consider local conditions to adjust operations.   
 

Condition Operations 

AQI <100 ●​ Normal operations 

AQI 100-149 ●​ Low-exertion activities, such as morning line-up, held 
outside without modification 

●​ Meals & recess held indoors 
●​ Teachers given discretion to holding low-exertion PE 

activities outdoors  
●​ Site-hosted programs operate under own discretion 

(After-school program, Preschool, SCCOE program) 

AQI 150-199 ●​ All outdoor events held indoors  
●​ Students gather for school in gymnasium 
●​ Recess held in gymnasium  
●​ PE held indoors 
●​ Site-hosted programs (i.e. After-school programs, 

preschool) held indoors 

AQI 200-300 ●​ All outdoor activities held indoors  
●​ All non-essential movement between buildings avoided 
●​ Buildings & Grounds staff ensure closed windows 

AQI 300+ ●​ All outdoor events held indoors  
●​ Staff prohibited from all nonessential outdoor work 
●​ Staff working outdoors use masks 
●​ Buildings & Grounds staff ensure closed windows & 

minimal air intake to buildings 
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Extreme Wind, Lightning, Flooding, Zombies 
Reference:  National Weather Service 
 

Condition Operations 

Wind < 30 mph 
Lightning >5mi away 
No flooding on campus 

●​ Normal operations 

Sustained winds > 30 mph 
Wind gusts > 50 mph 
Lightning w/in 5 mi 
Flooding on campus 
Zombies on campus 

●​ All activities including meals & recess, held in designated 
safe indoor areas 
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