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Niche ® ranked the Kettle Moraine School District as one of the
Best School Districts in Wisconsin. The district achieved a #23
in Wisconsin ranking by scoring highly on a variety of factors
including test scores, student-teacher ratio, and reviews from
students and parents.

Magee Elementary and Wales Elementary were recognized
by the Wisconsin RtI Center (Response to Intervention) and
the Wisconsin Department of Pub-
lic Instruction for their efforts in
implementing a culturally respon-
sive multi-level system of support.

STAFF AWARDS

The Milwaukee School of Engi-
neering recognized KM Global
Science Educator Melissa Kirby
for her work with students in the
Students Modeling A Research
Topic (SMART) Team Program.
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Wales Elementary Kindergar-
ten Educator Emily Ross was
nominated for the Early Career
Educator Award by the Education
Deans of Greater Milwaukee.

KM Boys Baseball Team won the Classic 8 Con-
ference Title. Players named to the 1st Team All
Conference were Kyle Abatto, Jason Abatto, Max
Herro, Teig Chase and Cullen Weiss. Josh Kolb
and Nathan Strelka were named to the 2nd Team

All Conference. Receiving Honorable Mention

John Lui, KMMS Science Educa-
tor, recently participated in the
National STEM Scholar Class of
2017, a program that provides
advanced training for teachers of
aspiring middle school scientists
nationwide. Mr. Lui was one of 10
science teachers nationwide to par-
ticipate in the class, being selected
from applicants from 28 states.

were Matthew Trafton, Brandon Ausprung and
Christian Ishag. Jim Wilkenson was named the
Classic 8 Coach of the Year.

KM Boys Varsity Tennis Coach Brett Roecker
was recently voted by his peers as the 2017 Wis-
consin High School Tennis Coaches Association
Division I Boys Tennis Coach of the Year.

KM Softball player Sommer Kunstmann was

named first-team All State by the Wisconsin

KM Art Educator Angelique Byrne
was featured in the September
2017 edition of SchoolArts maga-
zine for community collaboration
in the arts.

Fastpitch Coaches Association.

In only three years of existence, the KM Laser
Shooting Team is in the Top 10 of teams nationally.
Members Jack Meixelsperger and Tyler Dehn are

SCTP/NRA Scholastic All-Americans, and Dehn

scholarship.

ARTS

was also named to the five-member Wisconsin
All-State Sporting Clays team and won an SCTP

See “Giombi Gone Wild" at
www.kmsd.edu/webextra

“Giombi Gone Wild,” a documentary made by
recent KM Perform graduates Emily Giombi and
Holly Myers, won Best Picture at the KM Film
Festival and was selected to be shown at the
Milwaukee Film Festival Youth Show.

KMSD

CELEBRATES
DEDICATION

The Kettle Moraine School District
honors exceptional staff members
annually with awards for their
dedication and service.

With great appreciation,
we thank you!

Educator

of the Year
John Hallagan
5th Grade Educator,
Magee Elementary

Innovator Award
Kevin Buntman
Computer Science /
Math Educator, KMHS

Innovator Award
Mike Weber

English Educator,

KM Perform

Continuous
Learner Award

Bri Mau

Phy Ed/Health Educator,
High School of

Health Sciences

Making a
Difference Award
Leah Cuda

Educator of Students
with Disabilities, KMHS

Making a
Difference Award
Georgia Wood
Paraeducator, Cushing

Partner in
Education Award
Diana Markus

" Owner, Mama D's Coffee

Learn more about these
individuals and their
respective awards at
www.kmsd.edu/staffawards.
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of the 2017-18 Calendar at one of these
locations: your municipal hall, District Office,
any KM school office, or the Delafield Public
Library. View the calendar online

at www.kmsd.edu/calendar.
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JOIN US TO »
CELEBRATE o 01,
OUR 50™ ANNIVERSARY!

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 29

» KM Football Tailgate Party - 5-6:30pm - followed by the football game
vs. Menomonee Falls at 7pm.

e
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» Historical photos, articles and artifacts on display inside the high school
from 4-7pm. KM's 50th documentary film will be available for viewing in
the KMHS Library at 4 and 5:30pm.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 6 - HOMECOMING
» DECA's Bash on the Grass: 3-7pm - Outdoors on the KMHS Campus

» KM Music Parents Chili Mac n Cheese Supper - 4-7pm - KMHS
Cafeteria/Commons

» Homecoming Parade - 5:30pm - Starts at KMHS, through
the Village of Wales

» Historical photos, articles and artifacts on display inside the high school
from 4-7pm.

» Homecoming Football game vs. Waukesha South - 7pm

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 7 - HOMECOMING

+ Historical photos, articles and artifacts on display inside the high school
from 10am-1pm.

» KM's 50th documentary film will be shown at 10am, 11:15am and
12:30pm in the KMHS auditorium. High school tours available during
this timeframe.

» Homecoming Dance - 7pm - HS students only

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 4

» 50th Anniversary Gala at The Delafield Hotel. Details and registration
available at www.kmsd.edu/km50thgala.

Follow the Kettle Moraine School District on Facebook - every
Friday we’ll be doing “Flashback” photos! For questions or to
request a tour of any Kettle Moraine school, please

email muellerm@kmsd.edu or call 262-968-6300 ext. 5327.

KETTLE MORAINE SCHOOL DISTRICT

COMMUNICATOR

School District of Kettle Moraine
563 A.J. Allen Circle, Wales, WI 53183
Phone: 262-968-6300 | www.kmsd.edu
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NETWORK EVENTS

More event info available at
www.kmsd.edu/parentresources

BEING MINDFUL TO REDUCE STRESS
October 16, 10:30am -12:00pm
Yoga 4 All - Wales

PARENT RESOURCE )()()(é.
>

PARENTING THE STRONG WILLED CHILD
October 25, 6:30-8:00pm
Cushing Elementary School

REINVENTING A HEALTHIER PANTRY
November 13, 10:30am - 12:00pm
Yoga 4 All - Wales

SCREENAGERS: GROWING UP IN THE DIGITAL AGE
November 30
9:00am at Brandybrook Community Center
6:30pm at KM High School Auditorium

riuvy KMSD EVENT CALENDAR

Visit www.kmsd.edu/calendar for the
complete 2017-2018 School Calendar.

ITHANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORIT

The School District of Kettle Moraine does not discriminate on the basis of religion, sex,
race, color, national origin, age, ancestry, creed, political affiliation, membership in the
National Guard, state defense force or any reserve component of the United States Mil-
itary or state military forces, pregnancy, marital or parental status, sexual orientation or
physical, mental, emotional, or learning disability or handicap or other basis prohibited
under state or federal law.

PLEASE NOTE =t

In order to be good stewards of taxpayer funds, a cost-effective

bulk mailing service was used for this publication. However, there
are limitations and the service cannot precisely match the Kettle
Moraine School District boundaries without adding significant cost.
If you do not live within the District and received this publication
due to this limitation, we ask for your understanding

KETTLE MORAINE SCHOOL DISTRICT

COMMUNICATOR

FALL 2017

A COMMUNITY PUBLICATION WWW.KMSD.EDU

EXCELLENCE

Fifty years ago the Kettle Moraine School District was formed.

Prior to its formation, there were 12 schools with 11 different school boards in our area that

served students from Kindergarten through 8th grade. Kettle Moraine High School (established

in 1965), still only two years old at that time and with its own school board, was considered a
union high school that received students from the 12 schools.

On August 22, 1967, the community passed a referendum resulting in the 12 schools and Kettle
Moraine Union High School joining together to become the Kettle Moraine School District.

Throughout this entire school year, we are celebrating 50 YEARS OF EXCELLENCE!

Learning without Boundaries

\ DISTRICT

A MESSAGE FROM SUPERINTENDENT DEKLOTZ

Another year of learning has begun in the Kettle Moraine School
District. This year is especially notable as it’s our 50th anniversary
as a school district. It’s a time of reflection and celebration for our
entire community.

If you take a look at this Communicator’s timeline of our dis-
trict, I encourage you to note how important the milestones and
accomplishments have been. Kettle Moraine students continue
to be successful and our district receives many state and nation-
al recognitions on an annual basis. These achievements are the
result of the efforts of many in our community over the last 50
years. Our reputation is built on a foundation that was established
by those before us.

SUPERINTENDENT
Patricia F. Deklotz, Ph.D.

Our 50th anniversary only comes once. We have several events we are hosting this year
to help celebrate, and we ask you to join in the festivities. We look forward to seeing you!

I want to thank every Kettle Moraine student, graduate, educator, staff member, parent,
school board member, community supporter and business partner for the role you take
in making our school district successful. We will continue to be focused on providing an
excellent education for our students, in a fiscally responsible manner for our community.
Together, we are making a difference!

Thank you for your continuing support.
Patricia Deklotz, Ph.D. /%M
NE INVITATION TO MEET WITH SUPERINTENDENT DEKLOTZ

0 Mondays, 3-5 PM
Call for an appointment: 262-968-6300 ext. 5305

Showing Soon ....

KM'’s 50th Anniversary Documentary Film

Striving to Attain Infinite Goals

Produced by Kettle Moraine educator Terry Kaldhusdal, “Striving
to Attain Infinite Goals - Kettle Moraine’s 50th Anniversary” tells
the story of the early Kettle Moraine School District. From the start
with pioneer schools into heritage schools and from a unified high
school district to a K-12 district, Kaldhusdal shows the deep roots
and rich history of the creation of Kettle Moraine.

Featuring interviews at the community, state, and national levels,
the documentary displays the evolution of education, and how
Kettle Moraine was affected by those advances. With the timeline
of the district comes the development of the qualities it is best
known for — positive character, strong community, and a focus
on innovation and leadership.

Free community showings on Friday, September 29 at 4 and 5:30pm in the KMHS Library;
and Saturday, October 7 at 10am, 11:15am and 12:30pm in the KMHS Auditorium. Special
showings may be requested by emailing muellerm@kmsd.edu.

Sq/EXCELLENCE

JOIN US TO CELEBRATE!

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 29

+ KM Football Tailgate Party -
5-6:30pm - followed by the football
game vs. Menomonee Falls at 7pm.

+ Historical photos, articles and artifacts on
display inside the high school from 4-7pm.

» KM's 50th documentary film will be
available for viewing in the KMHS Library
at 4 and 5:30pm.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 6 -
HOMECOMING
+ DECA's Bash on the Grass - 3-7pm -
Outdoors on the KMHS Campus

+ KM Music Parents Chili Mac n Cheese
Supper - 4-7pm - KMHS Cafeteria/
Commons

+ Homecoming Parade - 5:30pm - Starts
at KMHS, through the Village of Wales

+ Historical photos, articles and artifacts on
display inside the high school from 4-7pm.

+ Homecoming football game vs.
Waukesha South - 7pm

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 7 -
HOMECOMING
+ Historical photos, articles and artifacts

on display inside the high school from
10am-1pm.

+ KM's 50th documentary film will be
shown at 10am, 11:15am and 12:30pm in
the auditorium. High school tours available
during this timeframe.

* Homecoming Dance 7pm -
HS students only

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 4

+ 50th Anniversary Gala at The
Delafield Hotel. Details and registration
available at www.kmsd.edu/km50thgala.

Follow the Kettle Moraine School District
on Facebook - every Friday we’ll

be doing “Flashback” photos! For
questions or to request a tour of

any Kettle Moraine school, please

email muellerm@kmsd.edu or call
262-968-6300 ext. 5327.



THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OF

KETTLE MORAITNIE

For over a century that began in the late 1840s, the “heritage” schools
that comprised the West Central District of Waukesha County provided
education through the eighth grade. Most students who attended these
schools went on to attend high school in Waukesha or Oconomowoc.

In the early 1960s, the surrounding high schools were running out of
space for students from the West Central K-8 schools. At about the same
time, state legislation was passed requiring every school to be in a high
school district. In 1962, the county school committee ordered the creation
of the West Central High School District. A five-man high school board
was elected and meetings began to discuss where the new high school
should be located - either in Dousman or Wales. In 1963, the community
voted on Wales, and in 1965, our high school, named Kettle Moraine by
students from Cushing Elementary, opened its doors.

After the high school opened, discussions began to consolidate the
elementary districts into a K-12 system. In August 1967, a referendum
passed to do just that, and the Kettle Moraine School District was born.

Today, fifty years after it first formed, the district operates 10 schools in
six buildings. What has been shown over time is that buildings change,
but the district’s vision of Learning without Boundaries remains.

MORIAH SCHOOL

.! .:'d

KETTLE MORAINE’S
HERITAGE SCHOOLS

These were the K-8 schools that combined to create
the Kettle Moraine School District. Only four still
remain today - Cushing, Dousman, Magee and Wales.
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BRANDYBROOK GENESEE - HILLSIDE OTTAWA

CUSHING HIGHLAND VIEW SANIDY ISILAND
DOUSMAN MAGEE WALES
GENESEE - PIONEER MORIAH 710N

Thank you to Germaine Hillmer and Emily Giombi for compiling historical information to make this timeline possible.

1962 ¢

Referendum passed to
create the West Central
High School District

1967
Kettle Moraine
School District

Formed

? 1970

Referendum passed -

$1.5 million

After the failed referenda in 1968,
a committee was formed to prepare
a long range plan of district needs.
They concluded a middle school
would be best to alleviate the most
pressing enrollment problem at
the time - grades 6 - 8. Originally
the middle school was to be built
adjacent to the high school in
Wales; however the Dousman site
was more cost-effective.

? 1978

Earl Brakken hired
as Superintendent

New Dousman &
Wales Elementary
Schools Opened

1993 o

Magee Elementary earned
Blue Ribbon Status

Magee received the

award again in 2012

1999

Referendum failed -
$31 million
Proposed to address
rising enrollment, a
referendum to expand
the high school and
construct a new
elementary school
failed.

Wales Elementary
earned Blue
Ribbon Status

7 2002

f 2006

Dr. Patricia
Deklotz hired as
Superintendent

A
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2013 ¢

KM Explore
Opened

2 2015

Strategic Visioning
Community Forum

The community
re-establishes priorities
for the district: innovations
to personalize learning;
partnerships; high

quality staff; and bold
transformation of
education.

7 2017

Kettle Moraine
School District’s
50th Anniversary

KMHS earned
Blue Ribbon Status

1970

1930

1990

2010

1963 °

Dale Davis hired as
Superintendent of the West
Central High School District

“Site Fight” occurred over the
location of the high school

The community argued over a site
for the high school - Dousman or
Wales. After contentious debate
(meeting pictured above), the
community voted on Wales. The
district still owned land in Dousman
for future school building needs.

Name Kettle Moraine

chosen for high school

After an essay contest at Cushing
Elementary, students recommended
the name “Kettle Moraine”

to reflect the rolling Waukesha
County countryside.

196

Groundbreaking for
Kettle Moraine High School

1965

Kettle Moraine
High School
Opened

The school
opened with
approximately
280 freshmen
and sophomore
students.

o
1966
Lasers mascot adopted
The Class of 1968 decided on
the name “Lasers.” Two-thirds
of the student body chose it
over “Mustangs” or “Cougars.”
A committee headed by John
Wyssling, student senate
president, designed the school
crest which featured a laser
beam linking the earth and
moon. It symbolizes a spirit

of the unconquerable, an age
of progress, and the future of
teenagers. Wyssling wrote in
the school paper in 1966 that
while Bell Laboratory scientists
were developing the laser as a
communications tool, KMHS
students would be “developing
our own unigque school.” He
explained that “the laser is a
concentrated beam of coherent
light which can overcome
anything in its pathway.” He
also said that it showed that
“our school is striving to attain
infinite goals.”

KETTLE MORAINE

1971

Kettle Moraine

Alvin Aho hired

o

1968

Two referenda
failed

By large margins,
the community voted
down two referenda:

$3.13 million for an
addition to the high
school building to
accommodate 7th
and 8th graders,
additions to

three elementary
schools, and a new
elementary school in
Dousman

$2 million to build
a middle school in
Dousman

Middle School Opened
The school welcomed 375
students in grades 6 - 8.

as Superintendent

Summer Academy

Referendum passed
- $5.63 million
Expansions were made
to the high school and
new elementary schools
were constructed in
Dousman and Wales.

Kettle Moraine Summer Academy started
In its first year, Summer Academy served 282
students. It has grown to provide 160 courses
to 1,800 students in 2017.

KETTLE MORAINE SCHOOL DISTRICT

COMMUNITY

1973

Kettle Moraine Scholarship
Foundation began

In the KM Scholarship
Foundation's first year, $1,000
was distributed to graduating
seniors for their post-secondary

[o]

1979

Community Education
program established

O

1991 o

Sarah Jerome
hired as
Superintendent

1994 °
Referendum passed -
$7.5 million
Allowed for new
classroom and
auditorium at KMHS,
expansion of cafeteria/
kitchen area.

1996

Referendum passed -
$3.3 million

Allowed for the
refinancing of prior debt.

2000

Kettle Moraine
Middle School

earned Blue
Ribbon Status

KM
G
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Referendum
passed -

$16.9 million

After the failure of
the 1999 referendum,
a reduced amount
was approved for
renovations to high
school science labs,
the library, industrial
technology spaces,
music classrooms,
computer labs, the
career and academic
guidance center, and
office spaces.

2005

Personalized learning
focus began

The school board charged the
administration to transform
the educational delivery
system to better and more
efficiently meet the needs

of all students. Personalized
learning - a term used to
define the individualized and
optimized education that is
based on the needs of each
learner - became the Kettle
Moraine School District's
focus.

Kettle Moraine Education
Foundation established
The Foundation began to raise
funds to extend excellence in
Kettle Moraine schools.

7O T

education. In 2017, the KM
Scholarship Foundation became
part of the Kettle Moraine
Education Foundation and over
$68,000 was awarded. Over the
last 44 years, $1.6 million has
been awarded to Kettle Moraine
graduates from various donors
in the community.

The Community Education
program started with a EDUCATION
grant from the Mott Foundation, primarily to establish
communication with the district through a newsletter
while offering services to the non-parent community.
Prior to that, there was no single source of information
for the district. Over the years the program evolved

to provide recreational and enrichment programs for
youth and adults.

o

1997
Dousman

& Cushing
Elementary
earned Blue
Ribbon Status

2007 ¢

Transformation Task Force
established priorities

A task force agreed on four key areas that were
important for the transformation of KM, supporting
the school board's charge made in 2005:
developing leadership; creating partnerships;
accessing 21st century communication; and
fostering research and development.
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BLUE AND GOLD
GOES BLUE RIBBON

« Active teaching and learning

+ Challenging standards and curriculum

« Indicators of success

+ Leadership and educational vitality

 School organization and culture

+ Professional community

» School, family, and community partnerships

« Student focus and support

Starting in 1982, the U.S. Department of Education made it its mission to give great schools the recognition they deserve. The National Blue Ribbon Schools Program commends
schools based on their performance in the categories listed above. When KMHS received the honor in 2002, Kettle Moraine became the first district in Wisconsin to have all its

schools as recipients.

2014

Strategic

Visioning

Community

Forum 2014

Forum participants ~ Referendum

provide passed -

suggestions for $49.6 million o~ -

the district to The district's C 'v’J\ D E

continue to focus largest referendum A L‘__

on leadership, enabled district-wide 10 Ihe Future
i improvements in

partnerships, p ! Q@ﬂ@

the areas of safety
and security, capital
maintenance,
technology
infrastructure and
renovated learning

communication,
research and
development.

Implementation of
Coding and Design
Thinking District-wide
Computer science
education started at the

spaces. elementary schools, STEM
education expanded at
KMPeIform o2 the middle school and a
SCHOOL FOR ARTS & PERFORMANCE Compl’lter SCIence pathway
began at the high school.
KM Perform ] . . &
Opened High School of
Health Sciences
( N High School of
/ Health Sciences
-~ Opened
KMGlobal
KM Global \WE Mo »
Opened 4
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() YEARS

EXCELLENCE

50 YEEARS...
5 SUPERINTENDENTS

By: Emily Giombi, Communications Intern

Throughout Kettle Moraine’s history, one remarkable fact stands out. In 50 years, Kettle
Moraine has only seen five superintendents. Former superintendents Dale Davis, Alvin Aho,
Earl Brakken and Sarah Jerome; as well as current Superintendent Dr. Patricia Deklotz, have
made Kettle Moraine into the nationally-recognized district it is today.

Hired in 1963 as superintendent for the West Central High School
District (later to be known as Kettle Moraine), Dale Davis estab-
lished Kettle Moraine as a forward place for learning. A pioneer in
KM’s vision of learning without boundaries, he oversaw countless
changes including the unification and stabilization of the brand
new district. Davis served until his retirement in June of 1971.
Though he passed away in 1992, Davis’ impact will always be felt
throughout Kettle Moraine.

The second superintendent, Alvin Aho, replaced Davis in July of 1971
and continued to focus on progressing the district. He remained a
forward thinker whose mind and heart were always looking to better
Kettle Moraine. Aho resigned in 1978 after serving for seven years in
the district. After his time at Kettle Moraine, he went on to become
the superintendent of Bismark N.D. Schools and ended his career in
California, where he still resides today.

Earl Brakken was selected to be the third superintendent of Kettle
Moraine in July of 1978. Brakken was largely responsible for making
Kettle Moraine a district with its current six campuses, which meant
selling old heritage schools to be able to condense. Brakken went on
to serve as the superintendent throughout the rest of the 80s until he
retired in 1991. He currently resides in the Minneapolis area.
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In the spring of 1991, the Kettle Moraine School Board selected
Sarah Jerome as Kettle Moraine’s fourth superintendent. Jerome
made Kettle Moraine a district to watch, and was responsible for all
six KM schools earning their Blue Ribbon status. After serving for 15
years, Jerome took a position as a K-8 superintendent in Arlington
Heights, IIl., and is now retired and resides in Lake Geneva.

Since 2006, Dr. Patricia Deklotz has served as the superintendent of
Kettle Moraine. Prior to her superintendent position she served on Kettle
Moraine’s school board, was a science teacher at Kettle Moraine Middle
School, and was an assistant superintendent to Sarah Jerome.

Deklotz’s focus throughout her time leading the district has been
centered around the school board’s charge to “transform the educa-
tional delivery system to better and more efficiently meet the needs
of all students.” This is being accomplished by implementing personalized learning into
every classroom.

Deklotz has overseen the creation of four charter schools and a multi-age personal-
ized learning house in the middle school. She has also positioned Kettle Moraine to
become the first coding and design thinking immersion school district in the state.
In 2016, she was recognized as Wisconsin’s Superintendent of the Year, and in 2017 she
was profiled nationally as a “Leader to Learn From” by Education Week.

These five superintendents have led the journey of making the Kettle Moraine School
District what it is known to be today: a reputable, award-winning district of excellence
that has embraced the community’s vision of Learning without Boundaries.



