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Veteran Alexander Callender, 80, at
the Smithtown Memorial Day parade.
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Uniondale High senior Randolph
Gonzalez has taken nine AP
courses in the past four years.
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More Long Island schools
were named to the Advanced
Placement honor roll for 2025,
and the number of schools that
earned the highest ranking rose
by one-third, according to the
College Board, which adminis-
ters the tests.
In Nassau and Suffolk, 110

schools received either plat-
inum, gold, silver or bronze
awards — up from 107 in 2024.
Eight earned spots on the
honor roll for the first time.
And of the 110 on the list, 23

schools notched platinum
awards, compared with 17 the
year prior, according to a News-
day analysis.
The gains come amid a na-

tionwide surge in participation
in AP classes, with more stu-
dents taking and passing AP
exams across the country com-
pared with a decade ago, ac-
cording to the College Board.
Some Island educators said

they have expanded course of-
ferings and sought to make
classes more accessible for all
students. They argued the ad-
vanced coursework remains rel-
evant, despite a move away
from standardized testing —
with the state poised to drop its
Regents graduation require-
ment in 2027, and many col-
leges making SAT and ACT
scores optional for admission.
AP exams, they said, offer

students a less expensive way
to potentially earn college

credit, while the rigorous
coursework prepares them for
higher learning.

Studies have found taking AP
coursework helps students
excel at four-year colleges.
“We find that early AP

course participation leads to
higher scores on state exit
exams, greater enrollment in
early college credit courses,
and increased college atten-
dance and completion rates,
particularly at four-year insti-
tutions,” researchers at the
University of Texas at San An-
tonio, who looked at early AP
enrollment for students who
were not considered academi-
cally prepared, wrote in a
2025 report.
But some advocates com-

plained the program focuses
heavily on test preparation at
the expense of deeper learn-
ing. Education experts also
note that, despite strides in
AP participation, inequities
still persist. They said low-in-
come students and students of
color are not equally repre-
sented in the program and
questioned whether the col-
lege-level work offered long-
term benefits.
“When you look at children

that are in low-income school
districts, they have less access
to advanced coursework, they
have lower per-pupil funding,
and that all goes into how
many AP courses are offered,”
said Allison Roda, a Molloy
University professor who has

studied inequality in advanced
learning programs.

Providing opportunity for all
The College Board re-

vamped its award system in
2023. Evaluations are based on
three benchmarks: 40% or
more of graduating students
must take AP exams, 25% or
more must earn a passing exam
score of at least 3 on a scale of 1
to 5, and at least 2% must take
five or more exams throughout
their high school years, accord-
ing to the College Board.While
3 is the lowest score to qualify
for college credit, neither the
score nor the courses are uni-
versally accepted.
Statewide, 34.4% of gradu-

ates passed one exam in 2025, a
3.7 percentage point increase
from the year prior. That’s the
second-highest overall percent-
age in the nation behindMassa-
chusetts’ 35.8%.
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� Atotal of 110 Long
Island schools have been
named to the College
Board’s 2025APhonor roll,
which evaluates students’
participation in Advanced
Placement exams.
� Twenty-three schools
attained the highest
ranking, platinum.Eight
schools earned spots on the
honor roll for the first time.
� Advocates say AP
coursework helps prepare
students for higher learning,
but some experts say low-in-
come students and stu-
dents of color are not
equally represented in the
program.
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Randolph Gonzalez, 18, a senior at Uniondale, is taking three Advanced Placement classes this semester.

Uniondale High School
earned a spot on the College
Board’s honor roll for the first
time in 2025, with school lead-
ers saying AP participation has
increased significantly. This
academic year, 600 students
were enrolled in AP classes
compared with 295 during the
2021-22 school year, according
to Stacie M. Reid, the district’s
director of guidance.
The school currently offers

24 AP courses and will be
adding two more next fall: cy-
bersecurity and business with
personal finance.
Amajority of the school’s stu-

dents are low-income and either
Hispanic or Black. Reid said edu-
cators strive to ensure course-
work is open to all students.
“This reflects our commit-

ment to academic excellence
and ensuring that we provide
equity and opportunity for all
students,” Reid said in a
phone interview.
David Hollander, the dis-

trict’s social studies director,
told Newsday in a phone inter-
view that students who com-
plete AP coursework “show
greater resilience and greater
ability to succeed when they
get into college. . . . So for us,
it really shows that commit-
ment and a belief that all of our
students are capable of achiev-
ing at high levels.”
Randolph Gonzalez, 18, a se-

nior at Uniondale High School,
said in a recent phone inter-
view he was currently taking
three AP courses and will grad-
uate with nine under his belt.

“This is really giving me a
lot more confidence for my fu-
ture,” said Gonzalez, an AP am-
bassador at the school who is
heading to Boston University.
He said that even if the expo-
sure is challenging for some
students, overall, “It’s a decent
motivator for them to start ex-
celling and getting on track
for college.”

Participation, outcomes
Sachem High School East

also was newly added to the AP
honors list. The district, which
has two high schools, now of-
fers 25 AP classeswith 1,256 stu-
dents enrolled, compared with
1,093 enrolled in 22 classes in
2021, according to a district
spokesperson. The schools ad-
ministered 2,518 exams in 2025,

up from 1,867 in 2021.
Superintendent Patti Trom-

betta said in a statement the
“real value” is “less about the
test itself and more about ac-
cess, participation and out-
comes.” The school allows all
students to participate and has
also made courses available to
students in ninth grade.
Roberta A. Gerold, superin-

tendent of the Middle Country
district and home to Cen-
tereach High School, which
was newly honored, said the
district’s two high schools
offer many paths for students
to succeed — including
through vocations and the arts.
She said Centereach High of-
fers 21 AP classes with 697 stu-
dents enrolled, and courses
are open to everyone.
“What made us so proud

herewas how important the stu-
dents thought their studies
were, and how important this
particular achievement is for
them,” Gerold said.
Bellport High, in the South

Country school district, made
its debut on the honor roll with
silver status — the third-high-
est ranking, above bronze.
Superintendent Antonio San-

tana, in an interview before he
resigned earlier this month,
said the district has added
more AP courses and is also of-
fering pre-AP classes.
The College Board ranking,

he said, is important because
“it reflects the work happen-
ing inside of classrooms, the
expectations we have for our
students, and the support sys-
tems that help students rise to
those expectation.”

Equity concerns
Roda, of Molloy University,

said despite increased enroll-
ment in AP classes, inequities
continue in schools serving
communities with diverse pop-
ulations.
“I think AP, IB (International

Baccalaureate) gifted, acceler-
ated or honors classes all fol-
low the same pattern of racial
and socioeconomic underrepre-
sentation for Black, Latinx, Na-
tive American and low-income
students, compared to Asian
and white students and middle
class students,” said Roda, au-
thor of two books, including
“Making School Integration
Work: Lessons from Morris.”
Fewer AP courses, she said,

can have “long-term conse-
quences” in terms of college ac-
ceptance as well as “transfer-
ring those courses to get credit
for college.”
Some research supports this,

including a 2025 study pub-
lished by Stephanie Owen in

the peer-reviewed academic
journal Education Finance and
Policy. Based on administrative
data from high schools inMichi-
gan, Owen found “students
from non-economically disad-
vantaged families, White and
Asian students, and higher-
achieving students are more
likely to take advantage of addi-
tional AP courses when they
are offered, thus widening exist-
ing gaps in course-taking,” ac-
cording to the report’s abstract.
In a statement, a College

Board spokesperson said while
the company remains con-
cerned about AP participation,
the number of Black and His-
panic students taking exams in-
creased in the last 10 years.
Five of the Island schools

added to the honor roll in
2025 are in low-income dis-
tricts where more than 40% of
the students were considered
economically disadvantaged
and more than 50% of the
school population were stu-
dents of color.
Jeanette Deutermann, found-

er of the group Long Island
Opt-Out, has also raised con-
cerns about the AP exams.
She said in 2021 her son took
AP French as a senior at a Nas-
sau high school, and she felt
the course taught to the test
rather than providing substan-
tial learning.
“Over the last decade, AP has

gone test-centric. The whole
premise was it was supposed to
offer higher level coursework
for kids that had strong pas-
sions and interests . . . and it’s
become more of a moneymak-
ing scheme,” she said.
Each AP exam costs $99.

The College Board offers up
to a $37 fee reduction per
exam for those showing finan-
cial need and has provided
more than $54 million in fee
reductions for exams in 2025,
according to company
spokesperson Sara Sympson.
Despite the scrutiny, the AP

honor roll was still viewed as
a hallmark of success by many
districts.
Jordan F. Cox, superinten-

dent of Commack schools,
hailed the news that his dis-
trict’s high school had made
the list in 2025.
“This recognition reflects the

broader work happening across
our schools to support all stu-
dents in finding the right path
and being prepared for what
comes next,” he said.
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OURTOWNS

SCHOOLS
WITHAP
HONORS

TheAPschool honor roll recognizes schools across four levels of distinction for 2025:Platinum,Gold,Silver and
Bronze.Criteria for recognition include students’participation rates and passage rates on college-level
Advanced Placement tests sponsored by theManhattan-based College Board.Schools canwin additional
recognition bydemonstrating that they provide studentswith equitable access to advanced courses and exams.

*Moved up to a higher tier
this yearon the honor roll

**New this year
to the honor roll

School District

Overall

tier

BabylonJunior-
SeniorHighSchool*

Babylon Platinum

BaldwinHighSchool Baldwin Silver

Bayport-BluePointHighSchool Bayport-BluePoint Silver

JohnF.KennedyHighSchool Bellmore-Merrick Gold

SanfordH.CalhounHighSchool Bellmore-Merrick Gold

WellingtonC.Mepham
HighSchool

Bellmore-Merrick Gold

BethpageHighSchool* Bethpage Gold

CarlePlaceHighSchool CarlePlace Silver

CenterMorichesHighSchool CenterMoriches Bronze

ColdSpringHarbor
Junior-SeniorHighSchool

ColdSpringHarbor Platinum

CommackHighSchool** Commack Bronze

ConnetquotHighSchool Connetquot Bronze

DeerParkHighSchool DeerPark Bronze

DioceseofRockvilleCentre
ChaminadeHigh
School

Platinum

DioceseofRockvilleCentre*
HolyTrinityDiocesan
HighSchool

Gold

DioceseofRockvilleCentre
SacredHeart
Academy

Platinum

DioceseofRockvilleCentre
St.Anthony's
HighSchool

Silver

DioceseofRockvilleCentre*
St.Dominic
HighSchool

Silver

DioceseofRockvilleCentre
St.John theBaptist
DiocesanHighSchool

Silver

DioceseofRockvilleCentre
St.Mary's
HighSchool

Silver

EastHamptonHighSchool EastHampton Silver

East IslipHighSchool East Islip Silver

W.TresperClarkeHighSchool EastMeadow Silver

EastRockawayHighSchool EastRockaway Silver

WheatleySchool EastWilliston Platinum

Eastport-SouthManor
Junior-SeniorHighSchool

Eastport-
SouthManor

Silver

Elwood-JohnH.Glenn
HighSchool*

Elwood Gold

FarmingdaleHighSchool* Farmingdale Silver

GardenCityHighSchool GardenCity Platinum

GlenCoveHighSchool GlenCove Bronze

GreatNeckNorthHighSchool* GreatNeck Platinum

GreatNeckSouthHighSchool GreatNeck Platinum

GreenportHighSchool** Greenport Bronze

HalfHollowHills
HighSchool East*

HalfHollowHills Gold

HalfHolowHills
HighSchoolWest*

HalfHollowHills Gold

HamptonBaysHighSchool HamptonBays Bronze

School District

Overall

tier

HarborfieldsHighSchool* Harborfields Platinum

HauppaugeHighSchool Hauppauge Silver

HerricksHighSchool Herricks Platinum

George.W.HewlettHighSchool* Hewlett-Woodmere Gold

HuntingtonHighSchool Huntington Silver

IslandTreesHighSchool IslandTrees Silver

IslipHighSchool Islip Silver

JerichoHighSchool Jericho Platinum

KingsParkHighSchool KingsPark Silver

DivisionAvenueHighSchool Levittown Silver

GeneralDouglasMacArthur
HighSchool

Levittown Silver

LocustValley
MiddleHighSchool*

LocustValley Silver

LynbrookHighSchool* Lynbrook Gold

MalverneHighSchool* Malverne Silver

ManhassetHighSchool Manhasset Platinum

MassapequaHighSchool Massapequa Silver

MattituckHighSchool Mattituck-Cutchogue Gold

CentereachHighSchool** MiddleCountry Bronze

Miller PlaceHighSchool Miller Place Silver

MineolaHighSchool* Mineola Platinum

MountSinaiHighSchool MoutnSinai Silver

AcademyCharterSchool*
NewYorkState
Department
of Education

Gold

NorthBabylonHighSchool NorthBabylon Bronze

NorthShoreHighSchool NorthShore Platinum

NorthportHighSchool
Northport-
EastNorthport

Silver

OceansideHighSchool Oceanside Silver

OysterBayHighSchool
OysterBay-East
Norwich

Gold

Patchogue-Medford
HighSchool**

Patchogue-Medford Bronze

PlainedgeHighSchool* Plainedge Silver

Plainview-OldBethpage
JFKHighSchool

Plainview-
OldBethpage

Platinum

Earl L.Vandermeulen
HighSchool*

PortJefferson Platinum

PaulD.SchreiberHighSchool PortWashington Gold

RoslynHighSchool Roslyn Platinum

SachemHighSchool East** Sachem Bronze

SachemHighSchoolNorth Sachem Bronze

SayvilleHighSchool Sayville Silver

SeafordHighSchool Seaford Gold

ElmontMemorial
Junior-SeniorHighSchool

Sewanhaka Silver

School District

Overall

tier

Floral ParkMemorial
HighSchool

Sewanhaka Gold

H.FrankCareyHighSchool Sewanhaka Gold

NewHydeParkMemorial
HighSchool

Sewanhaka Gold

SewanhakaHighSchool* Sewanhaka Gold

Shelter IslandHighSchool Shelter Island Gold

Shoreham-WadingRiver
HighSchool

Shoreham-
WadingRiver

Silver

SmitthownHighSchool East Smithtown Gold

SmithtownHighSchoolWest Smithtown Gold

BellportHighSchool** SouthCountry Silver

WaltWhitmanHighSchool SouthHuntington Silver

SouthamptonHighSchool Southampton Bronze

SyossetHighSchool* Syosset Platinum

WardMelvilleHighSchool ThreeVillage Silver

UniondaleHighSchool** Uniondale Bronze

ValleyStreamCentral
HighSchool

ValleyStreamCentral Silver

ValleyStreamNorthHS ValleyStreamCentral Silver

ValleyStreamSouth
HighSchool

ValleyStreamCentral Silver

WantaghHighSchool Wantagh Gold

WestHempsteadHighSchool WestHempstead Silver

West IslipHighSchool West Islip Silver

WesthamptonBeach
HighSchool

WesthamptonBeach Gold

DavisRenovStahlerYeshiva
HighSchool forBoys

N/A Gold

FriendsAcademy N/A Platinum

GraceChristianAcademy N/A Platinum

HebrewAcademyof
NassauCounty

N/A Silver

HebrewAcademyof
theFiveTownsandRockaway

N/A Gold

Long IslandLutheranMiddle
andHighSchool

N/A Silver

MDQAcademy N/A Platinum

MesivtaAteresYaakovofGreater
Long Island**

N/A Bronze

NorthShoreHebrew
AcademyHighSchool

N/A Gold

RambamMesivta N/A Silver

RossSchool* N/A Silver

SchechterSchool
of Long Island*

N/A Platinum

Stella K. Abraham
High School for Girls*

N/A Gold

The Knox School N/A Bronze

The Stony Brook School N/A Platinum

SOURCE: COLLEGEBOARD — COMPILED BY MICHAEL R. EBERT

A13

n
ew

sd
ay.com

N
EW

SD
A
Y,

T
U
ESD

A
Y,

M
A
Y
26

,
20

26


