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GENERAL OVERVIEW OF DPS

WELCOME TO DENVER PUBLIC SCHOOLS!

At Denver Public Schools (DPS), we’re committed to helping ensure that Every 
Learner Thrives. Our classrooms are designed to be vibrant centers of learning, 
where caring teachers engage students in rigorous, culturally responsive 
experiences. Together, we’re building a strong foundation that supports every 
learner on their journey toward a bright future. 

This guide is here to help you with the basics of DPS and walk you through the steps to 
enroll in school. The SchoolChoice window opens earlier and is a bit longer this year! 
Round 1 of SchoolChoice opens at 10 a.m. on Dec. 2, 2025 and closes on Jan. 20, 
2026 at 4 p.m., giving you extra time to research your options, visit schools and decide 
which schools are the best fit for your family.

Whether your student is learning with us for the very first time or continuing their 
journey at DPS, we can’t wait to see all they will accomplish.

FACTS AND FIGURES

	■ 198 schools

	■ Total student enrollment: 90,450

	⸰ Free/Reduced-Price Lunch Eligible Students: 62.8%

	⸰ Gifted and Talented Students: 9.5%

	⸰ English language learners: 31.3%

	⸰ Spanish-speaking students: 33.4%

	■ Most common languages spoken in DPS: Spanish, Arabic, Amharic, Vietnamese, 
French, Somali, Nepali, Eastern Farsi, Chuukese, Mandarin Chinese, Russian

DPS does not discriminate in 
enrollment or any aspect of our 
education program or activity. 
View our complete Notice of 
Nondiscrimination at  
dpsk12.org/nondiscrimination. 

44

http://dpsk12.org/page/nondiscrimination


TYPES OF SCHOOLS AT DPS

DISTRICT-MANAGED SCHOOLS

Operated, supervised and supported by DPS and its Board of Education. 

	■ Some district-managed schools are innovation schools, which have been granted 
status by the DPS Board of Education and the Colorado Department of Education, 
providing increased flexibility with education programs, staffing, schedules and 
budgets to best meet students’ needs.

	■ District-managed schools also include some specialized schools or programs, which 
emphasize a particular style of learning or educational need, or serve students with 
a common area of interest, and may provide transportation to students who live 
outside the school’s neighborhood. Examples include Arts Focus, Montessori, Highly 
Gifted and Talented and Dual Language schools or programs.

CHARTER SCHOOLS
Independently operated public schools governed by an independent Board of 
Directors.

	■ All charter schools are accountable to the DPS Board of Education and to the same 
academic performance standards as district-managed schools.

	■ Charter schools have the flexibility to design their own educational programs and 
school-based policies.

	■ All charter schools are committed to equitably serving all students within the district. 
Some charter schools give priority to students who live within a designated area.

PATHWAYS SCHOOLS 
Pathways Schools may be district-managed or charter. These schools offer intensive 
academic and affective supports that lead students to a diploma and connect them to 
postsecondary opportunities. Most pathways schools provide the opportunity to earn 
more credits per year than traditional settings.
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EXPLORE YOUR SCHOOL 
OPTIONS

WEB: schoolchoice.dpsk12.org
PHONE: 720-423-3493 
EMAIL: SCHOOLCHOICE@DPSK12.ORG

Colorado is an open-enrollment state, which means students 
can choose to attend their assigned neighborhood school, or 
they can apply to other public schools within or outside their 
district. Denver Public Schools takes pride in the school options 
available to our families, and believes all families should have 
equitable access to the schools they feel are the best fit for 
their students, regardless of their background or address. The 
one-application, one-deadline SchoolChoice process ensures 
equity, consistency and simplicity in school enrollment.

DPS SCHOOL FINDER
The online School Finder is the best place to find general 
information about every school within DPS. With the School 
Finder, you can find the schools closest to you by typing in 
your address or explore schools based on interests. Each 
school profile includes information about academic programs, 
extracurricular activities, student demographics, student 
services and more. 

We also encourage you to talk to schools that interest you! 
There’s no substitute for speaking directly with the school 
leaders about their programs and culture. Contact individual 
schools for more information or to schedule a tour.
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Scan the QR code or visit  
schoolchoice.dpsk12.org/find 
to get started.
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BOUNDARY SCHOOLS VS. ENROLLMENT ZONES
Incoming students in kindergarten through 12th grade who live in the DPS district are 
guaranteed a seat at either their neighborhood (or “boundary”) school or at one of the 
schools included in their enrollment zone. 

In some areas of Denver, DPS uses “enrollment zones” rather than traditional single-
school boundaries. An enrollment zone is a geographic area where the students living 
within it are guaranteed a seat at one of several schools, not just one particular school.

To find out if you live within a single school’s boundary or in an enrollment zone, type 
your address into the School Finder at schoolchoice.dpsk12.org/find. If you live in an 
enrollment zone, it will identify the name of the zone under the map, and every school 
in that zone will say “Enrollment Zone School” next to it in the list below. If you do not 
live in an enrollment zone, the first school listed will be your boundary school. 

For more information, visit schoolchoice.dpsk12.org/find. 
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SCHOOLCHOICE  
APPLICATION PROCESS

The DPS SchoolChoice open enrollment process is for any 
student who wants or needs to attend a new school for the 
following school year, particularly “transitioning” students 
(incoming kindergarten, sixth- and ninth-grade students). 
Incoming students who reside in an enrollment zone and 
families applying for a preschool program must complete a 
SchoolChoice application.

ROUND 1 TIMELINE
 
Families who want or need to enroll their child in  
a new school next year are strongly encouraged to 
submit a SchoolChoice application during Round 1, as 
it offers the best chance of obtaining a seat at their 
preferred school.

Round 1 of SchoolChoice opens at 10 a.m. on Dec. 2, 
2025.

Round 1 closes on Jan. 20, 2026. All applications are due 
by 4 p.m.

Families will be notified of school assignments in late 
February.

SUBMITTING YOUR APPLICATION
You can submit your application at any time during the Choice 
window; there is no priority given to applications submitted 
earlier.

888

Visit schoolchoice.dpsk12.org/submit   
or scan the QR code to apply now.

http://schoolchoice.dpsk12.org/submit


To submit your application, create an account or, if you’re a parent of a current DPS 
student, use your Parent Portal username and password to log in to  
schoolchoice.dpsk12.org/submit. Then, rank up to 12 schools in order of preference. 
You can edit your application at any time while Round 1 is open.

For step-by-step instructions, visit schoolchoice.dpsk12.org/application-guide. 

If you’re applying for ECE-4, you’ll also need to submit a UPK application. See page 10 
for more information.

SCHOOLCHOICE RESULTS
Following Round 1, when all applications have been submitted, the Choice algorithm 
will use family preferences, school admission priorities, and available space to match 
students to schools. The system is designed to maximize the number of students 
getting their most-preferred school. You’ll be notified of your results via email in late 
February.

If your student is not assigned to their first-choice school, they will be placed on a 
waitlist at that school. Waitlists are dynamic, meaning your waitlist position can move up 
or down based on the actions and priorities of all other applicants.

Find much more information about the algorithm, school admission priorities and 
waitlists, as well as answers to frequently asked questions, at schoolchoice.dpsk12.org.  

ROUND 2 OF SCHOOLCHOICE
The SchoolChoice Round 2 window begins in the spring after families are notified of 
Round 1 results. Round 2 is for families who missed Round 1, have changed their mind 
since submitting a Round 1 application and would like to re-explore their options, or are 
new to DPS. There is no lottery in Round 2. Applications are processed on a first-come, 
first-served basis within school admission priorities. 

For the 2026-27 school year, Round 2 will open at 10 a.m. on March 10, 2026. Visit 
schoolchoice.dpsk12.org/round2 for more information.

SCHOOL REGISTRATION
Once a family is enrolled or accepted into a DPS school, the next step is registering with 
that school. This is the annual process of providing and updating student and family 
information on file, including emergency contacts, health information and more.

Registration can be done online in the DPS Parent Portal or through the school in 
the fall. Typically, families can complete online registration either in the May Early 
Bird Window or beginning in late July. Check with your school to confirm their online 
registration dates.

Visit schoolchoice.dpsk12.org/registration for more information.
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PRESCHOOL IN DPS
For children ages 3 and 4

WEB: earlyeducation.dpsk12.org
PHONE: 720-423-2678
EMAIL: earlyeducation@dpsk12.org 

Preschool, also called Early Childhood Education (ECE), helps 
young children develop cognitively, socially and emotionally. 
This strong foundation readies them to enter the elementary 
years successfully and continue their joy of learning. The DPS 
ECE program provides quality half- and full-day preschool at 
more than 85 DPS schools. These programs are designed to 
serve all students, including children who have disabilities. Due 
to limited space, enrollment is not guaranteed. 

ELIGIBILITY
DPS offers programs for both 3-year-olds (ECE-3) and 4-year-olds 
(ECE-4). Students who turn 3 on or before Oct. 1 are eligible to 
apply for ECE-3 programs. Children who turn 4 on or before Oct. 
1 are eligible to apply for ECE-4 programs.

COST
Preschool is tuition-based. Tuition is determined on a sliding fee 
scale by the family household size and gross income, and ranges 
from free to out-of-district cost. However, DPS offers tuition 
assistance credits through Colorado Universal Preschool, the 
Denver Preschool Program and other funding sources.

Colorado Universal Preschool
DPS works with the Colorado Department of Early Childhood 
to continue expanding its Early Childhood Education offerings 
with an enrollment process called Colorado Universal Preschool, 
also known as Universal Pre-K (UPK). UPK ensures that every 
4-year-old child in Colorado is eligible for up to 15 hours per 
week of free preschool in the year before they’re eligible for 
kindergarten. Additional support is available for families who are 
considered low-income and have qualifying factors.

ECE-3 students with an Individualized Education Program (IEP) 
through the DPS Special Education Department are also eligible 
for funding through UPK. For more information, visit 
ess.dpsk12.org/childfind. 
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Families must submit a UPK application in addition to the SchoolChoice application 
to apply for funding. For more information about the Colorado Universal Preschool 
program, visit upk.colorado.gov. 

Denver Preschool Program
In addition to UPK, the Denver Preschool Program (DPP) provides tuition assistance for 
all Denver families with 4-year-olds, regardless of income or immigration status. DPS 
includes the DPP application as part of the SchoolChoice enrollment process, so there is 
no separate process to apply.

For more information about the Denver Preschool Program, visit dpp.org.

HOW TO ENROLL
Families wishing to enroll in an ECE-3 program are strongly encouraged to submit a 
SchoolChoice application during Round 1, as it offers the best chance of obtaining a seat 
at their desired preschool program. Families wishing to enroll in an ECE-4 program will 
need to complete both a UPK and DPS SchoolChoice application. 

Scan the QR code or visit schoolchoice.dpsk12.org/ece to find step-
by-step instructions and resources for the ECE SchoolChoice and 
UPK application processes. 
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KINDERGARTEN IN DPS
For children age 5

WEB: earlyeducation.dpsk12.org
PHONE: 720-423-2678
EMAIL: earlyeducation@dpsk12.org

DPS offers high-quality kindergarten programs that promote 
the development of foundational learning for academic success 
in elementary school. All DPS elementary schools offer a full day 
of instruction. The state of Colorado funds full-day kindergarten 
for all students. Therefore, there is no cost to attend any DPS 
kindergarten program.

HOW TO ENROLL
All students who turn 5-years-old on or before Oct. 1 are eligible 
for kindergarten. Incoming kindergartners are guaranteed 
enrollment at their boundary school or at one of the schools 
in their enrollment zone. To find your neighborhood school or 
enrollment zone, visit schoolchoice.dpsk12.org/find. If you live 
in an enrollment zone, or you have an assigned boundary school 
but would like to attend a school other than your boundary 
school, you must submit a SchoolChoice application. See page 8 
for more information.
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ELEMENTARY, MIDDLE 
AND HIGH SCHOOLS

DPS has more than 90 elementary schools, 40 middle schools 
and 50 high schools. Generally, elementary schools serve ECE or 
kindergarten through fifth grade, middle schools serve sixth to 
eighth grade and high schools serve ninth to 12th grades. Most 
current DPS students enrolled in fifth or eighth grade will need 
to complete a SchoolChoice application to apply to a new school 
for the following year. See page 8 for more information.

Our schools offer a wide variety of specialized academic 
programs and teaching methods. Families can choose a 
school with a specific academic focus, such as arts, STEM or 
international, or one that utilizes a specialized instructional 
model such as competency- or project-based learning, 
expeditionary learning or service learning. All DPS schools offer 
gifted and talented, special education and multilingual education 
services. 

Learn more about these programs in the following pages and 
visit the School Finder at schoolchoice.dpsk12.org/find to view 
each school’s specific offerings. 
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TRANSPORTATION

WEB: transportation.dpsk12.org
PHONE: 720-423-4600
EMAIL: transportation@dpsk12.org

DPS Transportation Services safely and efficiently transports 
students while providing excellent customer service and 
following the district core values.

Information about individual schools’ transportation is available 
via the School Finder at schoolchoice.dpsk12.org/find. 

STANDARD BUS ROUTES FOR BOUNDARY SCHOOLS
Standard route transportation is the service that provides 
stop-to-school-to-stop transportation on a yellow school bus 
for elementary and middle school students who attend their 
boundary school. To be eligible:

	■ Elementary school students (grades kindergarten to fifth) 
must live more than one mile from their boundary school.

	■ Middle school students (grades sixth to eighth) must live 
more than 2.5 miles from their boundary school.

	■ High school students (grades ninth to 12th) outside of 
the Central and Far Northeast Success Express Shuttles are 
eligible for Regional Transportation District (RTD) if they 
attend their boundary schools and live more than 2.5 miles 
from their school. Eligible high school students will receive 
the monthly RTD pass at no charge from their school for the 
2026-27 school year. For more information about the RTD bus 
routes, visit transportation.dpsk12.org. 

ENROLLMENT ZONE TRANSPORTATION
Standard route transportation is the service that provides 
stop-to-school-to-stop transportation on a yellow school bus 
for elementary and middle school students who attend their 
boundary school. To be eligible:

	■ Elementary school students who live at least one mile from 
their school and reside in the Central East Enrollment 
Zone, Central Park-Area Elementary Enrollment Zone, 
Far Southeast Elementary Enrollment Zone, Northwest 
Elementary Zone or Southwest/Central Elementary Zone 
are eligible for transportation.
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	■ Middle school students who live at least 2.5 miles from their school and reside in 
the Greater Park Hill/Central Park Middle School Enrollment Zone, Southwest 
Middle School Enrollment Zone or West Denver Middle School Enrollment Zone 
are eligible for transportation.

Learn more and find a list of eligible schools in each Enrollment Zone at  
transportation.dpsk12.org/enrollmentzone.

SUCCESS EXPRESS SHUTTLE
Students who attend a Success Express Shuttle school are automatically eligible for 
transportation, regardless of how far or close they live to the school. Success Express 
buses circulate throughout the Far Northeast and Central neighborhoods and offer 
students multiple opportunities to catch a ride. Learn more about the Success Express 
Shuttle and find full schedules at transportation.dpsk12.org/successexpress.

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS
High school students (grades ninth to 12th) may utilize Regional Transportation District 
(RTD). Eligible high school students will be able to ride RTD at no charge for the 2026-27 
school year with a valid form of ID. For more information about the RTD bus routes and 
eligibility, visit transportation.dpsk12.org/rtd. 

MAGNET SCHOOLS
Transportation is available to all students enrolled in a magnet program who meet the 
transportation eligibility criteria and who live within the magnet transportation zone.

BUS COMMUNICATIONS
Parents of students who ride the school bus will receive real-time information and 
updates about their student’s bus service. Text and voice notifications will be sent to 
parents when buses are running more than 10 minutes late due to traffic, emergency or 
weather delay. Parents of transportation-eligible students are automatically enrolled to 
receive notifications based on the phone number and email address provided when they 
registered their student for school. You can verify and update your contact information 
by logging into the Parent Portal.

Parents can also download the My Ride K-12 app to get access to route information, late 
bus notifications and scan on/scan off student information. For more information, visit 
transportation.dpsk12.org/myride.
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MORE INFORMATION

Special Education
Special education programs at DPS are offered based on each student’s individual 
needs. Transportation is provided as a related service to a center-based program. For 
information about transportation for a child with special needs, call 720-423-2400 or 
email ess@dpsk12.org. 

Multilingual Education
When boundary schools do not provide Multilingual Education (MLE) services, students 
are eligible to attend — and receive transportation to — the school in their area that 
offers MLE services. For MLE school locations and transportation guidelines, visit  
mle.dpsk12.org. 

Exception Request Process
Families of students who are not eligible for transportation or who have “choiced” out 
of their neighborhood school may submit an exception request to be considered for 
transportation. This request is completed online using the Parent Portal.  
Visit myportal.dpsk12.org and navigate to the “Transportation” page. 

Visit transportation.dpsk12.org/exceptionrequest for information on the exception 
request process.
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FOOD AND NUTRITION 
SERVICES

WEB: foodservices.dpsk12.org
PHONE: 720-423-5600
EMAIL: foodservices@dpsk12.org

OUR FOOD PHILOSOPHY
At DPS, we believe students’ health and wellness come first, 
and it starts with the food we serve. 75% of our meals are 
made entirely from scratch, from breads and sauces to chili 
and so much more. Our in-house team of chefs, dietitians and 
compliance experts meet weekly to test new recipes, evaluate 
menus, and ensure every meal meets or exceeds federal 
nutrition standards and aligns with the Dietary Guidelines for 
Healthy Americans. We also listen to our students, using their 
feedback to shape our menus and fine-tune recipes they’ll love.

We’re proud to operate the nation’s only school-district-run, 
commercial-grade greenhouse, which provides tons of fresh 
produce to our schools. Whenever possible, we source Colorado-
grown and locally produced items. Our meals emphasize variety 
and balance, offering fresh fruits and vegetables, lean and 
minimally processed proteins (both animal and plant-based) and 
whole grains rich in essential nutrients. We limit saturated fat, 
added sugars, and excess sodium, using herbs and spices to 
create flavorful, wholesome meals.

MEAL PRICES
Check foodservices.dpsk12.org for information about the 
Healthy School Meals for All free breakfast and lunch program.

All DPS families are encouraged to complete a You Benefit! Form 
to receive other benefits, including a fee waiver, P-EBT, and to 
maximize funding for the district and for additional funding for 
your child’s school.

SPECIAL DIETS
USDA regulation 7 CFR Part 15b requires schools to provide meal 
substitutions or modifications for students whose disabilities 
or medical needs restrict their diets. This includes students 
covered under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, Part B 
of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), or 
those diagnosed with a disability/medical need by a medical 
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professional. Conditions may include severe food allergies, metabolic diseases, renal or 
heart conditions, brain injuries, and others as determined by the medical provider.

To request meal modifications, a “Medical Statement for Meal Modification” form 
completed by the student’s doctor is required. Students with a 504 Plan or IEP that 
already outlines these dietary needs do not need to submit a separate medical 
statement. Visit foodservices.dpsk12.org for more information.

SUMMER MEALS
Every summer, DPS participates in the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) to help 
children get the nutrition they need during the summer. The SFSP is a federally-
funded, state-administered program that provides meals to children 18 years and 
younger at no charge, regardless of income, race or religion. Summer programming 
is generally offered at one-third of DPS schools in neighborhoods with higher poverty 
concentration, and is often offered in coordination with summer programs or summer 
school.
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EXTENDED LEARNING AND 
COMMUNITY SCHOOLS

WEB: elcs.dpsk12.org
PHONE:  720-423-1781

WHAT IS EXTENDED LEARNING AND COMMUNITY 
SCHOOLS?
At Extended Learning and Community Schools (ELCS), we believe 
that learning doesn’t stop when the school day ends. As a proud 
part of Denver Public Schools, our mission is to provide every 
student with safe, enriching, and inclusive opportunities that 
extend beyond the classroom and into their full potential.

Through our dynamic portfolio of programs, we have a broad 
range of out-of-school time activities and support over 65 
schools across Denver in creating inspiring spaces where 
students can learn, grow, and thrive.

WHAT WE OFFER
Discovery Link is the DPS-administered before-school, 
afterschool and full-day camp program for kindergarten to fifth 
grade students (selected locations serve up to eighth grade). 
Discovery Link offers tuition-based, discounted tuition and free 
programming, depending on location.  
 
For more information, visit elcs.dpsk12.org/discoverylink or 
email discovery_link@dpsk12.org. 

If a school is not identified as a Discovery Link location, please 
contact schools directly for details on their specific programs.

Little Links is the DPS-administered before-school, afterschool 
and full-day camp program for Early Childhood Education (ECE) 
students. Little Links offers tuition-based programming at select 
locations. For more information, visit elcs.dpsk12.org/littlelinks 
or email discovery_link@dpsk12.org. 

If a school is not identified as a Little Links location, please 
contact schools directly for details on their specific programs.

ELCSports is the DPS-administered elementary athletics 
program and serves primarily fourth and fifth graders. This 
program aligns with DPS Middle and High School Athletics by 
offering similar sports and operating under the pay-to-play 
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model. By creating a seamless pipeline from elementary to middle school athletics, 
ELCSports helps students build their skills, confidence, and readiness for future athletic 
opportunities. 

ELCSports offers tuition-based and discounted tuition depending on location. Offerings 
for these locations can change year-to-year because the program is an “opt-in” model. 
For more information, visit elcs.dpsk12.org/elcsports or email elcssports@dpsk12.net.

ELCS Enrichment is the DPS-administered experiential learning program for primarily 
kindergarten through fifth-grade students, and ECE students at selected locations. 
Offered by trusted DPS Community Partners, these programs provide exciting elective 
options at over 54 schools across the district, with subjects that include athletics, STEM, 
art, music, cooking, coding, reading and writing. Enrichment activities run during 
the first hour after school, seamlessly complementing Discovery Link programming. 
These engaging activities are designed to inspire creativity, build confidence, and help 
students grow academically, socially and emotionally — all while having fun. 

ELCS Enrichment is primarily tuition-based. For more information, visit  
elcs.dpsk12.org/enrichment or email enrichment_extendedlearning@dpsk12.org. 
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DENVER HEALTH SCHOOL-
BASED HEALTH CENTERS

Denver Health School-Based Health Centers, located at 19 
DPS campuses, offer free medical, mental health, dental and 
behavioral health care to any DPS student and sibling(s), 
regardless of their school, insurance status or ability to 
pay. If there is not a location at your child’s school, you may 
use the one located closest to you. These centers are at the 
following locations:

	■ Abraham Lincoln (2285 S. Federal Blvd.)

	■ Bruce Randolph (3955 Steele St.)

	■ East (1600 City Park Esplanade)

	■ Evie Dennis Campus (4800 Telluride St.)

	■ Florence Crittenton (55 S. Zuni St.)

	■ George Washington (655 S. Monaco Parkway)

	■ John F. Kennedy (2855 S. Lamar St.)

	■ Kepner Campus (911 S. Hazel Court)

	■ Kunsmiller (2250 S. Quitman Way)

	■ Lake (1820 Lowell Blvd.)

	■ Manual (1700 E. 28th Ave.)

	■ Martin Luther King, Jr. Early College (19535 E. 46th Ave.)

	■ Montbello High School (5000 Crown Blvd.)

	■ North (2960 Speer Blvd.)

	■ Noel Campus (5290 Kittredge St.)

	■ Place Bridge Academy (7125 Cherry Creek Drive North)

	■ South (1700 E. Louisiana Ave.)

	■ Thomas Jefferson (3950 S. Holly St.)

	■ West High School (951 Elati St.)

For more information, visit  
denverhealth.org/services/school-based-health-centers. 

http://denverhealth.org/services/school-based-health-centers


GIFTED AND TALENTED 
SERVICES

WEB: gt.dpsk12.org
PHONE: 720-423-2056
EMAIL: giftedandtalented@dpsk12.org

WHAT ARE GIFTED AND TALENTED SERVICES?
All schools in DPS are responsible for meeting the needs of 
identified highly gifted and talented (HGT) and gifted and 
talented (GT) students, as well as students in a formalized talent 
pool. ECE to eighth-grade schools are supported through a GT 
teacher, charter schools are supported through a designated 
point of contact, and high schools are supported through 
GT teachers and/or a site-based team. All DPS schools, both 
district-managed and charter, receive support from centrally 
hired GT Curriculum Specialists and/or GT Managers.

GT services in DPS schools range from differentiation in the 
regular classroom, co-teaching by the gifted education teacher 
in the regular classroom, push-in and pull-out programs, cluster 
grouping, ability grouping, curriculum compacting, acceleration 
of content, enrichment opportunities and magnet services (for 
students designated HGT or magnet-eligible). Services vary by 
school and you can learn more about specific school services by 
reviewing GT programming plans at gt.dpsk12.org.

The gifted education teacher collaborates with classroom 
teachers in differentiating instruction and providing best 
practices for learners who have an Advanced Learning Plan 
(ALP). Additional services and opportunities may focus on 
talent development for those students who are not formally 
identified but are demonstrating a need in certain academic or 
talent areas. For more information about gifted and talented 
programming, please contact the GT teacher or point of 
contact at your school or review the GT programming plans at 
gt.dpsk12.org. 
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QUALIFYING FOR SERVICES
There are multiple pathways through which students may qualify for GT services. All 
students in first and fifth grades participate in a universal screening for potential 
GT identification. Students in other grade levels may be nominated by educators or 
parents/guardians to complete a cognitive assessment available during the fall or 
spring testing windows. The application and deadlines can be found on the GT website 
at gt.dpsk12.org. 

GIFTED MAGNET SCHOOLS 

The Gifted and Talented magnet program provides an educational option for students 
in kindergarten to eighth grade who have been designated as magnet-eligible (ME). 
This educational option is provided to address the extreme needs of students who may 
exhibit exceptional intellectual ability as well as unique social and emotional needs. 
Magnet eligibility is determined by each magnet school.

Once a child is identified as eligible to attend a magnet site, families may include 
gifted magnet schools on their SchoolChoice application. For the 2026-27 school year, 
11 schools will be designated as gifted magnet sites: Beach Court Elementary, Carson 
Elementary, Cory Elementary, Edison Elementary, Florida-Pitt Waller ECE-8, Isabella 
Bird Community School, Gust Elementary, Lena Archuleta Elementary, Morey Middle 
School, Polaris Elementary and Teller Elementary. 

For more information about GT designation or magnet school options, please visit 
gt.dpsk12.org. If you have questions, contact the DPS Gifted and Talented Department 
at giftedandtalented@dpsk12.org or 720-423-2056, or contact your current GT 
teacher.
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MULTILINGUAL EDUCATION 
(MLE)

WEB: mle.dpsk12.org 
PHONE: 720-423-2040
EMAIL: dps_mle.groups@dpsk12.org 

WHAT ARE MLE SERVICES?
Every student’s home language is an asset. Multilingual 
Education (MLE) programs build on that strength by supporting 
students in learning English while developing their knowledge in 
core content areas such as reading, math, science and other core 
subjects. MLE services are provided by qualified teachers who 
are specially trained in English Language Development to help 
Multilingual Learners (MLLs) succeed.

WHO IS ELIGIBLE?
All students whose primary language is not English and who are 
still developing English proficiency are eligible for MLE program 
services. During registration, families of all new students 
complete a form called the Home Language Questionnaire (HLQ) 
to share what languages are spoken at home by the student and 
their family. If a language other than English is listed, the family 
selects an MLE program for their child. The school reviews the 
child’s English proficiency level and the student’s performance to 
determine if the child is eligible for MLE program services.

MLE PROGRAMS OFFERED AT DPS SCHOOLS:
	■ Bilingual Transitional Native Language Instruction (TNLI) 

programs, also known as bilingual programs, are available 
for MLLs whose first language is Spanish. In elementary TNLI 
programs, students are instructed primarily in Spanish in the 
early grades. As students progress through the program, 
more English instruction is gradually increased so that by 
fourth grade, they are learning in both Spanish and English 
equally, spending about half their day in each language.  In 
the middle and high school TNLI programs, students take up 
to two of their content courses in Spanish each semester.

	■ The goal of bilingual programs is to help students learn 
English while developing literacy and content skills in Spanish 
at the same time, leading to proficiency in both languages. 
Teachers in bilingual programs have been specially trained 
to help students learn English while they learn other 
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subjects, and are proficient in Spanish. Instruction in TNLI schools is guided by 
research-based Language Allocation Guidelines, which determine the percentage 
of instructional time in each language. To find out which schools offer bilingual 
instruction from ECE through 12th grade by region, visit mle.dpsk12.org/tnli.

	■ Dual Language is a long-term program offering instruction in two languages with 
the goal of developing bilingualism, biliteracy and cultural appreciation. At the 
elementary level, every district-run dual language program includes at least 50% of 
instruction in Spanish. At the secondary level, Spanish language arts and one content 
area are also taught in Spanish. Regardless of the program, all English learners 
receive a daily class dedicated to English Language Development (ELD), which gives 
students the fundamental tools to speak and write English.

	■ English as a Second Language Instruction (ESL, also called ELA-E) is intended 
for MLLs who speak any language. In ELA-E programs, students learn alongside 
English-proficient peers, with all content taught in English, with native language 
support as appropriate. Teachers in this program have been specially trained to help 
students learn English while they learn other subjects such as reading, science and 
math. Schools may also offer additional support in home languages through a native 
language tutor or an ELA-S Resource teacher.

	■ The DPS Seal of Biliteracy is awarded to students who have attained proficiency in 
two or more languages by high school graduation. The seal appears on the transcript 
and diploma of the graduate and is a statement of accomplishment for future 
employers and for college admissions. For more information, visit 
mle.dpsk12.org/sealofbiliteracy.

	■ Newcomer Centers are specially designed for students who are new to the U.S., 
have had interrupted schooling and are beginning to learn English. These programs 
help students adjust to a new educational system while building their academic and 
language skills. Newcomer Centers are located at Montclair Elementary (first through 
fifth grades), Newlon Elementary (first through fifth grades), Place Bridge Academy 
(first through eigth grades), Merrill Middle School (sixth through eighth grades), 
Montbello Middle School (sixth through eighth grades), Montbello High School (ninth 
through 12th grades), Abraham Lincoln High School (ninth through 12th grades) and 
South High School (ninth through 12th grades). 

NEED MORE INFORMATION?
Visit mle.dpsk12.org to find a list of MLE programs by each DPS school. You can also 
call the MLE Office at 720-423-2040 or contact your school to learn more about MLE 
offerings.
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SPECIAL EDUCATION  
SERVICES

WEB: ess.dpsk12.org 
PHONE: 720-423-2400
EMAIL: ess@dpsk12.org 

WHAT ARE SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES?
Special Education services are for students who qualify for 
specially designed instruction due to an educational disability 
under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). If 
a student qualifies, an Individualized Education Program (IEP) 
is developed to provide specially designed instruction for the 
student. Students may also qualify for and receive support from 
related service providers, such as nurses, school psychologists, 
social workers, speech language pathologists, audiologists, 
educational sign language interpreters, braillists, orientation and 
mobility specialists, teachers of the deaf and hard of hearing, 
teachers of the blind or visually impaired, early childhood special 
educators, occupational therapists and physical therapists.

WHO IS ELIGIBLE UNDER IDEA?
Any student who qualifies under IDEA is eligible to receive 
special education services under one or more of the disability 
categories identified under IDEA. Parents/guardians are 
involved in the evaluation and eligibility process, as well as the 
development of an IEP.

The term “a child with a disability” means: 

A child evaluated according to IDEA as having intellectual 
disabilities, a hearing impairment including deafness, 
a speech or language impairment, a visual impairment 
including blindness, serious emotional disturbance (referred 
to in IDEA as emotional disturbance), an orthopedic 
impairment, autism, traumatic brain injury, another health 
impairment, a specific learning disability, deaf-blindness, 
or multiple disabilities, and who, by reason thereof, needs 
special education and related services.
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WHERE ARE SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES AVAILABLE?
It is our responsibility and a requirement to provide students who qualify for special 
education access to a Free and Appropriate Public Education in their Least Restrictive 
Environment. All DPS schools, including charter schools, provide a continuum of 
services to meet the unique needs of students with disabilities. All schools are able to 
provide programming for students with mild-to-moderate level of needs.

Some students require more specialized programming at a more intensive level to meet 
their unique learning needs. Our center-based programs within DPS are specialized 
classrooms that serve students from ECE through high school and are located in our 
neighborhood, charter and innovation schools across the district. Center Programs 
are strategically located across the regions of the district and city to allow for the 
consolidation of resources needed to serve students with significant needs while 
offering services as close as possible to each student’s home. These programs are 
intended and designed to provide an intensive level of support that is based upon 
the unique and individual needs of our student population. As a whole, our center-
based programs target student needs in areas including, but not limited to: academics, 
behavior, communication, social/emotional, adaptive, functional, physical and/or 
independence.

HOW DO I ACCESS SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES?
Once a student has qualified for special education services, the IEP outlines the services 
that the student requires. When your student is admitted to a school, please work 
directly with the school to ensure that IEP services can begin promptly.

SECTION 504

What is Section 504?
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act is a federal civil rights law in the United States that 
prohibits discrimination against individuals with disabilities in programs and activities 
receiving federal financial assistance. This law applies to public schools and other 
entities that receive federal funding, and it ensures that individuals with disabilities 
have equal access and opportunities to participate in all aspects of public education and 
other federally funded programs.

Who is eligible under Section 504?
Under Section 504, an individual with a disability is defined as any person who has a 
physical, mental or health impairment that substantially limits one or more major life 
activities. 

These impairments can include conditions that affect mobility, hearing, vision, learning 
or emotional well-being. The term “disability” encompasses a wide range of conditions, 
and it is intended to ensure that individuals facing limitations in their daily activities due 
to their impairments are protected from discrimination and provided with appropriate 
accommodations and services to enable equal access to the educational setting and 
other programs or activities.
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A student must be evaluated and determined eligible under Section 504 prior to the 
creation of a Section 504 Plan. 

How do I Request a Section 504 Evaluation?
If you and/or someone on your students’ school team suspects a physical, mental health 
or health impairment that may be affecting their access to the educational environment, 
the school may begin the Section 504 process. Please work directly with the school to 
ensure that the Section 504 Procedural Process can begin promptly.
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OTHER SCHOOL PROGRAMS 
AND RESOURCES

Advancement via Individual Determination (AVID) is a 
kindergarten to 12th grade college-readiness program that 
is engaging, rigorous, and student-centered while teaching 
students to think critically, collaborate and set their own high 
expectations for their futures. As a key strategy in closing the 
opportunity gap, AVID students are held accountable to the 
highest standards with academic and social support to reach 
their full potential. AVID prepares students for postsecondary 
success by equipping them with essential skills, academic 
norms and college knowledge so they feel empowered to take 
ownership of their education. AVID is building-wide at the 
elementary and middle school level and an additional class 
at the high school level. Visit ccs.dpsk12.org/avid for more 
information. 

Advanced Placement (AP) classes help high school students 
prepare for college in a rigorous, college-like experience. AP is a 
curriculum created by the College Board offering standardized 
courses that are generally recognized as equivalent to 
undergraduate college courses. Students who obtain qualifying 
national AP exam scores may be able to receive credit and 
advanced placement at participating colleges and universities, 
saving them both time and money during their college years. AP 
classes can be accessed in all grades of high school. A qualifying 
score of 2 on certain AP exams can demonstrate math and/
or English competency, which is a graduation requirement. 
Students will receive weighted GPA credit with a passing grade in 
the class. Visit ccs.dpsk12.org/ap for more information. 

Army Junior Reserve Officers’ Training Corps ( JROTC) is 
an exciting program offered to high school students that 
teaches character education, student achievement, health and 
wellness, leadership and diversity. In addition to promoting 
citizenship, JROTC also prepares students for postsecondary 
options, including college or the workforce. Through cadet-
run programs and team competitions, students learn valuable 
professional skills like leadership, teamwork, time management, 
self-discipline and communication. JROTC counts as a physical 
education credit toward graduation requirements. Visit 
ccs.dpsk12.org/jrotc for more information.

Arts Programs embody academic arts (visual art, theater, dance, 
music) exploration and opportunities for student engagement, 
personal expression and cognitive development.
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Accelerating Students Through Concurrent Enrollment (ASCENT) is a fifth-year high 
school program that allows eligible DPS students the opportunity to attend one year of 
college for free! Students participate in ASCENT the year following 12th grade and can 
choose to attend one of eight colleges in the Denver area. ASCENT students receive free 
tuition and fees while also receiving wrap-around advising and support.

Please note that Senate Bill 25-315, enacted by the Colorado General Assembly in May 
2025, mandates the repeal of the ASCENT program following the 2025–26 fiscal year. 
Although this program will be phased out, the Colorado Department of Education has 
stated it will continue to evaluate its postsecondary and workforce readiness programs 
to determine how funding may be repurposed in the future. If you have questions or 
would like more information, please email careerandcollegesuccess@dpsk12.org. 

Blended Learning combines online digital media with traditional classroom methods.

Career and Technical Education (CTE) are Career and College Success programs that 
offer students an opportunity to enroll in career-related educational pathways (school 
programs with designated courses, aligned to a career). The pathways are designed 
to offer all students an industry certification or college certificate upon completion. 
Through courses that are real-world, project-based, and career aligned, students learn 
professional and technical skills to prepare them for careers in industry. For information 
on CTE programs and pathways available at each school, visit ccs.dpsk12.org/cte. 

Career Development is offered to students through a series of Career and College 
Success work-based learning programs. DPS partners with businesses, nonprofit 
organizations and government agencies to offer work-based learning experiences such 
as professional guest speakers, job shadows, internships, mentoring, apprenticeships 
and more. These programs are designed to provide kindergarten through 12th grade 
students with career exploration and development opportunities that enable them to 
discover their passions and interests and make informed decisions about their future 
career path. As students engage in higher-level work-based learning, they begin to 
develop work-readiness skills and technical skills in a variety of industries.

In addition to the continued implementation of work-based learning programming, the 
Career Development team supports students through meaningful career conversations 
so students can make informed decisions that support their career goals. They also 
work in partnership with schools to develop personalized Career and College Success 
Student Profile Reports. These reports are personalized with details about the student’s 
career and college success journey including career interests, participation in Advanced 
Academic courses and career experiences that support their future aspirations. 

For information on Career Development programs and pathways available at each 
school, visit ccs.dpsk12.org. 

College Level Examination Program (CLEP) exams are College Board exams designed 
to test students in subjects they already know. Students who pass a CLEP exam earn 
college credits equivalent to passing a college course(s), allowing students to use CLEP 
tests to save time and money toward a college degree. CLEP testing can be done at any 
time in the high school trajectory of a student. For more information, email  
concurrent_enrollment@dpsk12.org. 
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Community Hubs provide services that support the social, emotional, physical and 
academic needs of adults and children so that all students will have an equal chance 
to learn and thrive. The Community Hubs serve all adults and children, not only DPS 
students. Visit face.dpsk12.org for more information.

Competency-Based Learning allows students the flexibility to progress as they 
demonstrate mastery of academic content, regardless of time, place or pace of learning.

Concurrent Enrollment (CE) and Dual Enrollment (DE) provides students the 
opportunity to enroll in college courses, simultaneously earning high school and college 
credit.

Concurrent enrollment is defined as the simultaneous enrollment of a qualified student 
in a district high school and in one or more postsecondary courses, including academic 
or career and technical education courses, which may include coursework related to 
apprenticeship programs or internship programs, at an institution of higher education. 
Concurrent Enrollment must be offered at no tuition cost to qualified students. Courses 
must apply to developmental education or a postsecondary degree, certificate or 
gateway course, or be transferable among state institutions of higher education. 

Dual Enrollment is defined as enrollment in college courses that do not fall within the 
legislative requirements of concurrent enrollment. Dual enrollment can have additional 
restrictions, and/or requirements, and higher costs for enrollment. Examples might 
be higher tuition costs and grade-level restrictions. For more information, email the 
Concurrent Enrollment team at concurrent_enrollment@dpsk12.org. 

Credit Recovery offers students the option to earn credit for classes they did not 
successfully complete so that they are on track to graduate. DPS offers Credit Recovery 
through Edgenuity in all district-managed high schools as a competency-based online 
and teacher-supported program.

Denver Scholarship Foundation (DSF) is a nonprofit helping to make college possible 
and building the educational and economic future of Denver. Full-time DSF College 
Advisors work proactively with ninth through 12th-grade students at DSF Future Centers 
located inside DPS high schools. DSF’s three-part program consists of support systems, 
actionable tools and scholarships to help guide students to and through college, career 
and beyond. Visit denverscholarship.org for more information.

EdConnect is a districtwide educational pathway that seeks to develop our current 
students into our educators of tomorrow. EdConnect programming is available centrally 
to students from all high schools and directly at some high schools. The EdConnect 
programming is designed to move students through initial college courses and 
accelerate students to a teaching degree and license. EdConnect youth apprentices 
are placed at DPS ECE, elementary and middle schools for work-based learning. Email 
concurrent_enrollment@dpsk12.net for more information.
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Expeditionary Learning, or EL Education, is a system of core instructional practices 
based on the science of learning and development. EL Education combines traditional 
instruction with community service and real-world projects that encourage students 
to explore the world outside of the classroom, empowering them to develop socially, 
emotionally and academically together.

International Baccalaureate (IB) Programmes offer a more comprehensive approach 
to advanced education. IB Primary Years, Middle Years, and Diploma Programmes 
provide a challenging curriculum that is consistent and highly regarded around the 
world. IB schools focus on international perspectives of learning and teaching, while 
supporting students in fully exploring their home culture and language. IB instruction 
helps develop the intellectual, personal, emotional and social skills that prepare 
students for success in a rapidly globalizing world. A qualifying score of 2s on certain 
IB exams is one of the options that can demonstrate math and/or English competency, 
which is a graduation requirement. Students who take IB courses and exams in high 
school stand out in the college admissions process and have the opportunity to earn 
credits or advanced standing at most colleges and universities in the U.S.  
Visit ccs.dpsk12.org/ib for more information.

International Focus Schools offer a unique curriculum that relates the classroom to 
the world as a whole. Students explore different cultures and international perspectives 
while developing skills that will help them be successful in a rapidly changing world.

Montessori Programs observe and support the natural development of children in a 
self-directed learning environment. DPS Montessori programs focus on helping children 
develop creative, problem-solving, social and time-management skills.

Native American Culture and Education (NACE) Focus Schools offer support services 
by bringing together students with a shared heritage and culture. NACE staff ensure 
students have access to all opportunities and resources in the district. The goal is 
to increase the graduation rate of American Indian and Alaska Native students. Visit 
schooltransformation.dpsk12.org/nace or call 720-423-2042 for more information.

Personalized Learning is an approach to education that focuses on building students’ 
identities as lifelong learners, so that over time, they develop a full-fledged sense of 
learner agency and ownership of their academic progress.

Pre-Collegiate Programs are focused on preparing students for continuing their 
education after high school, which can include earning college credit during high school.

Project-Based Learning is a method in which students gain knowledge and skills by 
working for an extended period of time to investigate and respond to an authentic, 
engaging and complex question, problem or challenge.

Service Learning combines work on a community project, such as a volunteer setting, 
with classroom studies.

STEAM is a multidisciplinary educational approach to learning that uses science, 
technology, engineering, the arts and mathematics as access points for guiding student 
inquiry, dialogue, creativity and critical thinking.
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Teacher Recruitment Education and Preparation Program (TREP) is a fifth- and 
sixth-year high school program that allows students interested in pursuing a career in 
education to attend college for two years for free! TREP students receive free tuition 
and fees while also receiving wrap-around advising and support. Graduating 12th 
graders are eligible if they meet DPS graduation requirements, TREP requirements and 
are college-ready. Students who graduate from an Early College or P-TECH school are 
not eligible for TREP according to Colorado state law. For more information, talk to your 
school counselor or email careerandcollegesuccess@dpsk12.org. 
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Visit schoolchoice.dpsk12.org/map 
or scan the QR code to view a digital 
version of the district map.

http://schoolchoice.dpsk12.org/map


RESOURCES AND 
DEPARTMENT CONTACTS

Career and College Success
Web: ccs.dpsk12.org 
Email: careerandcollegesuccess@dpsk12.org 

Choice and Enrollment Services
Web: schoolchoice.dpsk12.org 
Email: schoolchoice@dpsk12.org 
Phone: 720-423-3493

Colorado Universal Preschool (UPK)
Web: upk.colorado.gov 
Email: universalpreschool@state.co.us 
Phone: 303-866-5223

Early Education
Web: earlyeducation.dpsk12.org 
Email: earlyeducation@dpsk12.org 
Phone: 720-423-2678

Exceptional Student Services
Web: ess.dpsk12.org 
Email: ess@dpsk12.org 
Phone: 720-423-2400

Extended Learning and Community Schools
Web: elcs.dpsk12.org 
Email: discovery_link@dpsk12.org 
Phone: 720-423-1781

Family and Community Engagement
Web: face.dpsk12.org 
Email: facehelpline@dpsk12.org 
Phone: 720-423-3054

Food and Nutrition Services
Web: foodservices.dpsk12.org 
Email: foodservices@dpsk12.org
Phone: 720-423-5600
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RESOURCES AND 
DEPARTMENT CONTACTS

Gifted and Talented
Web: gt.dpsk12.org 
Email: giftedandtalented@dpsk12.org 
Phone: 720-423-2056

Multilingual Education
Web: mle.dpsk12.org 
Email: dps_mle.groups@dpsk12.org 
Phone: 720-423-2040

Transportation
Web: transportation.dpsk12.org 
Email: transportation@dpsk12.org
Phone: 720-423-4600
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Restrictions apply. Not available in all areas. Limited to Internet Essentials (“IE”) residential customers 18 years of age or older meeting certain eligibility criteria. 
Pricing effective on or before 1/1/25. If a customer is determined to be no longer eligible for the IE program, regular rates will apply to the selected internet service. 
Subject to Internet Essentials program terms and conditions. Professional installation extra. Advertised price applies to a single outlet. Actual speeds vary and are 
not guaranteed. For factors affecting speed visit xfinity.com/networkmanagement. ©2025 Comcast. All rights reserved.

Internet Essentials from Xfinity  
offers qualifying households high-speed  
home internet for a low monthly price.  
You can get fast, reliable speeds up to  
75 Mbps with Internet Essentials or up  
to 100 Mbps with Internet Essentials Plus, 
with no cancellation fees and equipment 
included at no additional cost.  

Apply today if you participate in 
programs like SNAP/EBT, Medicaid, or 
the National School Lunch Program.  
For more eligibility information, visit 
xfinity.com/getIE.

Getting started is easy, with no credit 
check and no term contract. 

Work from home, learn online, make video calls 
and telehealth visits, and more

Apply now
Go to xfinity.com/getIE
Call 1-844-963-0231 
Visit an Xfinity store
Scan the code with  
your phone’s camera 
Standard data charges apply.

Internet Essentials Plus:

$2995
Per 
Month

Work from home, learn online, stream movies 
and shows, and more – all at the same time

Get affordable  
high-speed 
internet at home
Choose the speed that’s  
right for you

Internet Essentials:

95
Per
Month

$14
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