CITY OF METTER

CALLED MEETING
THURSDAY, JULY 30, 2026
1:00 p.m.
1. CALL TO ORDER
2. WELCOME
3. INVOCATION
4. PLEDGE
5. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
6. PURPOSE
a) Consideration of a motion to approve a Resolution to provide for the Call of the

b)

c)

2026 Special Election for the City of Metter, Georgia; at which time there will be
submitted to the qualified voters of the city for their determination the question of
whether a homestead exemption from the City of Metter ad valorem taxes for
municipal purposes in the amount of $2,000.00 of the assessed value of the
homestead for residents of the city shall be imposed and also the question of
whether a homestead exemption from City of Metter ad valorem taxes for
municipal purposes in the amount of $4,000.00 of the assessed value of the
homestead for residents of that city who are 65 years of age or older and whose
income does not exceed $10,000.00 shall be imposed.

Consideration of a motion to approve a Resolution to provide for the Call of the
2026 Special Election for the City of Metter, Georgia; to provide for the qualifying
fees and dates and times to qualify for City Council Seat 3 District 1 to fill the
vacancy caused by the resignation of Councilmember Victoria Gaitten; to provide
for the appointment of the Candler County Board of Elections and Registration as
the Elections Superintendent and to provide for the appointment of the City of
Metter City Clerk as Qualifying Officer.

Consideration of a motion to go into executive session for personnel pursuant to
0.C.G.A. 50-14-2(1).

7. ADJOURMENT






RESOLUTION TO PROVIDE FOR THE CALL OF THE 2026 SPECIAL

ELECTION FOR THE CITY OF METTER, GEORGIA; TO PROVIDE A

HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION FROM CITY OF METTER AD VALOREM
TAXES FOR MUNICIPAL PURPOSES

WHEREAS, Governor Brian P. Kemp signed Senate Bill 574 and Senate Bill 575 on May
11, 2026 authorizing local regulation of the ad valorem taxes for municipal purposes: provide a
homestead exemption; and

WHEREAS, the Bills require the governing authority to present referendum questions to
its voters; and

WHEREAS, in accordance with Senate Bill 574, the referendum question shall read as
follows:

Shall the Act be approved which provides a homestead exemption from City of Metter ad
valorem taxes for municipal purposes in the amount of $2,000.00 of the assessed value of the
homestead for residents of that city?

() YES
() NO

WHEREAS, in accordance with Senate Bill 575, the referendum question shall read as
follows:

Shall the Act be approved which provides a homestead exemption from City of Metter ad
valorem taxes for municipal purposes in the amount of $4,000.00 of the assessed value of the
homestead for residents of that city who are 65 years of age or older and whose income does not
exceed $10,000.007

( ) YES
( YNO

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Mayor and City Council of the
City of Metter, Georgia, authorizes the Clerk of Council to proceed accordingly and to present the
referendum questions to its voters.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Election Superintendent is authorized to
place the referendum questions on the election ballot.

Adopted this day of July, 2026.
RASHIDA TAYLOR
Mayor, City of Metter
ATTEST:
ANGIE CONNER

City Clerk, City of Metter
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Office of the Secretary of State

Arad Raffensperger Thomas Neary
SECRETARY OF STATY LEGISLATIVE DHRECTOR

Candler County

Dcar Official,

Pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 45-13-24, our office is supplying you with a certificd copy of the following
legislation, which was signed into law by the Govemor and requires a local referendum.

e Act Act 616: SB 574: City of Meiter: ad valorem taxes for municipal purposes: pravide a
homestead excmption

If vou have any questions. please do not hesitate to call at 678-331-4470 or email {nean wsoy g gay,

Thank you,

Thomas Neary
Legislative Director
Georgia Secretary of Staie
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the attached pages are true and a correct Copy of Act No. 616, Senate Bill No. 574,

as approved and signed by the Governor an May 11th, 2026; all as the same

appear on file and record in this office.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, | have hereunto setmy hand and
affixed the seal of my office, at the Capitol, in the City of
Atlanta, this | 1th day of May, inthe year of our Lord
Two Thousand and Twenty-Six and of the Independence
of the United States of America the Two Hundred and
Fiftieth

Bok % fgpnagerdon

Brad Raffensperger,Secretar\ of State
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AN ACT

To provide a homestead exemption from City of Metter' ad valorem taxes for municipal
purposes in the amount of $2,000.00 of the assessed value of the homestead for residents of
that city; to provide for definitions; to specify the terms and conditions of the exemption and
the procedures relating thereto; to provide for applicability; to provide for compliance with
constitutional requirements; to provide for a referendum, effective dates, automatic repeal,
mandatory execution of election, and judicial remedies regarding faiture 10 comply; to

provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA:

SECTION L
(a) As used in this Act, the term:
{1) "Ad valorem taxes for municipal purposes” means all ad valorem taxes for municipal
purposes levied by, for, or on behalf of the City of Metter, including, but not {imited to,
any ad valorem taxes (0 pay inierest on and to retire municipal bonded indebtedness.
(2) "Homestead" means homestead as defined and qualified in Code Section 48-5-40 of
the O.C.G.A., as amended.
(b} Each resident of the City of Metter is granted an exemption on such person’s homestead
from City of Metter ad valorcm taxes for municipal purposes in the amount of $2,000.00 of
the assessed value of such homestead. The value of that property in excess of such exempted
amount shall remain subject to taxation.
(c) A person shall not receive the homestead exemption granted by subsection (b) of this
section unless such person or person’s agent files an application with the governing authority

of the City of Metter, or the designee thereot, giving such information relative to receiving

S.B.574
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such exemption as will enable the governing authority of the City of Metter, or the designee
thereof, to make a determination regarding the initial and continuing eligibility of such
person for such exemption. The governing authority of the City of Metter, or the designee
thereof, shall provide application forms for this purpose.

{(d) The exerption shall be claimed and returned as provided in Code Section 48-3-50.1 of

the O.C.G.A., as amended. The exemption shall be automatically renewed from year to year

so long as the person granted the homestead exemnption under subsection (b) of this section
occupies such residence as a homestead. After a person has filed the proper application as
provided in subsection (c) of this section, it shall not be necessary to make application
thereafter for any year, and such exemption shall continue to be allowed to such person. It
shal be the duty of any person granted the homestead exemption under subscction (b) of this
section to notify the governing authority of the City of Metter, or the designee thereof, in the
event that such person for any reason hecomes ineligible for such cxemption.

() The exemption granted by subsection (b) of this section shall not apply t ot affect any
state ad valorem taxes, county ad valorcm taxes for counly purposes, or county or
independent school district ad valorem taxes for educational purposes. The homestcad
cxemption granted by subsection (b) of this section shall be in addition to and not in lieu of
i any other homestead exemption applicable to City of Metter ad valorem taxes for municipal
purposes.

(f) The exemption granted by subsection (b) of this section shall apply to all taxable years

. beginning on or after January 1, 2027.

SECTION 2.
In accordance with the requirements of Article V11, Section Il of the Constitution of the State

of Georgia, this Act shall not become law unless it reccives the requisite two-thirds' majority

vote in both the Senate and the House of Representatives.

S.B.574
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SECTION 3.
‘The municipal election superintendent of the City of Metter shall call and conduct an election
as provided in this section for the purpose of submitting this Act to the electors of the City
of Metter for approval or rejection. The municipal election superintendent shall conduct that
election on the Tuesday after the first Monday in November, 2026, and shall issue the call
and conduct that election as provided by general law. The municipal election superintendent
shall cause the date and purpose of the clection to be published once a week for two weeks
immediately preceding the date thereof in the official organ of Candler County. The ballot

shal} have written or printed thereon the words:

"( 'y YES Shallthe Actbeapproved which provides a homestead exemption from City
of Metter ad valorem taxes for municipal purposes in the amount of $2,000

( ) NO ofthe assessed value of the homestead for residents of that city?"

All persons desiring to vote for approval of the Act shall vote "Yes," and all persons desiring
to vote for rejection of the Act shall vote "No." 1f more than one-half of the votes cast on
such question arc for approval of the Act, Section | of this Act shall become of full force and
effect on January 1, 2027. If the Act is not s0 approved or if the election is not conducted
as provided in this section, Section 1 of this Act shall not become effective, and this Act shall
be aulomativally repealed on the first day of January immediately following that election
date. The expense of such election shall be borne by the City of Metter, It shall be the
municipal election superintendent's duty to certify the result thereof to the Secretary of State.
The provisions of this section shall be mandatory upon the municipal election superintendent
and are not intended as directory. If the municipal election superintendent fails or refuses
to comply with this section, any clector of the City of Metter may apply for a writ of
mandamus to compel the municipal election superintendent to perform his or her duties
under this section. If the court finds that the municipal e¢lection superintendent has not
complied with this section, the court shall fashion appropriate retief requiring the municipal

clection superintendent to call and conduct such election on the date required by this section

S.B.574
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or on the next date authorized for special elections provided for in Code Section 21-2-540

of the Q.C.G.A.

SECTION 4.
Except as otherwise provided in Section 3 of this Act, this Act shall become effective upon

its approval by the Governor or upon its becoming law without such approval.

SECTION 5.

All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.

APPROVED
MAY 11 2026
BY GOVERNOR

S B.574
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INTRODUCE LOGAL LEGISLATION

Noticg is given thal these will be introduced at the 2026-
regular session of the Geneinl Assembly of Georgis a bill
o provide 4 homestead exemption from the City of Metter
ad valorem taxes -for minicipal purposes; and for other
PUTPOSES.

AFFIDAVIT

GEORGIA, FULTON COUNTY
I, Billy Hickman, Senator from District 4, state on oath as follows:
(1) 1am the author of the local bill to which this affidavit is attached.

(2) In accordance with 0O.C.G.A. § 28-1-14, the notice requirements for the focal hill to which this
affidavit is attached have been satisfied, including but not limited to the following:

(A) The Notice of Intention to Introduce Local Legislation which is attached to such local bil)
was published in the Metter Advertiser, which is the official organ of Candler County, on the

18th of February, 2026; and

(B) If the local bill amends the charter of a municipality or the enabling Act of the governing
authority of a county or consolidated government, then a copy of the Notice of Intention to
Introduce Local Legislation was mailed, transmitted by facsimile, or otherwise provided to the
governing authority of such municipality, county, or consolidated government:
(i) During the calendar week in which the Notice was published in the official organ; or
(ii) During the seven days immediately following the date of publication of such Notice.

/ﬁ/"u/;,//w;, .
/

Affiant

Sworn to and subscribed at the

State Capitol in Atlanta, Georgia,

This & 4P~ of _Feforuand , 2026,
Before me: '

/@M anuﬂfa"’k i Deara Moshar

NOTARY
s/ DEANA MOSHER Johnison Gounriuc? e
. . My Commiss; + GEORGIA
Deana Mosher Ssion Expires 09/27/2027

Notary Public, Johnson County, Georgia
My Commission Expires September 27, 2027
[SEAL}

$.B.574



Office of the Secretary of State

Brad Raffensperger Thomas Neary
SECRETARY O STATE LEGISLATIVE DIRECTOR
Candler County
Dear Official,

Pursuant to O.C.G A § 45-13-24. our office is supplying you with a certified copy of the following
legistation, which was signed into law by the Govemor and requires a local referendum.

e Act Act 617: SB 575 City of Metter: ad valorem taxes for municipal purposes: provide a
homestead exemption

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call at 678-331-4470 or email tponn ¢ 208 22,200,

Thank vou,

Thomas Neary
Legisiative Director
Georgia Secrefary of State
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the attached pages are true and a correct copy of Act No. 817, Senate Bill No. 575,

as approved and signed by the Governor on May 11th, 2026, all as the same

appear on file and record in this office.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand and
affixed the seal of my office, at the Capitol, in the City of
Atlanta, this 11th day of May, in the year of our Lord
Two Thousand and Twenty-Six and of the Independence
of the United States of America the Two Hundred and
Fiftieth

Be

Brad Raffensperg:n§ecretan' of State




ENROLLMENT

Al 10, 2l

The Subuqmmin‘cc ulthe Senate on Enrolling and Journals
has cxamined the within and finds the same properly
cnrolled.

Chainman

Presidentlof the Senate

Secretary of e Seng

Clerk ol the Houge

Received %ﬂlm/\-&w Wl
A

Secretary, Executive l)e|:aru{1gnt

e gyor ___frectl L

28

Governor

2

This

Approved

Fhis l ,J%y of ZQN

Act No. _{Eﬂ,uw

General Assembly
(L

o
A 2
45
S

199%,

% B. No. 575

ANACT

To provide & homestead exemption from City of dMetter ad
valorern saxes for municipat purposes in the amow of
$4,000.00 of Lhe assessed value of the famestead for
residents of that ity who are 65 years of age or older and
whase income does not exceed $10,000.00; 10 provide for
definitions; 10 specify the wenie and conditions of the
exemnption and the procedures relating therete; to providy
for applicability; to provide for compliance  with
constitutional requirements; 10 provide {or a referendum,
elfective dates, avtomatic repeal, mandatory exeeution of
electinn. and judicial remedies regacding tailure O comply;
to provide for related matters; wrepeal canflicting laws; and

for other purposes.,

[N SENATE

Read 1" time Feh. 23, 2026
Read 2" timne

Read 3 dme Mar 3, 2026

And Passed

Nays @
SECretary of the Senale

IN HOUSE

Yeus 43

Mar. 4. 2026
Mar. 6, 2026
Mar. 18, 202

Read (™ time
Rase) 27 tiane
Read 3 time

And

Yeas 164

U(_‘Icrk of the House

By: Senator Hickiman of the dth



AN ACT

To provide a homestead exemption from City of Metter ad valorem taxes for municipal
purposes in the amount of $4,000.00 of the assessed value of the homestead for residents of
that city who are 65 years of age or older and whose income does not exceed $10,000.00; to
provide for definitions; to specify the terms and conditions of the exemption and the
procedures relating thereto; to provide for applicability; to provide for compliance with
constitutional requirements; to provide for a referendum, effective dates, automatic repeal,
mandatory execution of election, and judicial remedies regarding failure to comply; to

provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA:

SECTION 1.

(a) As used in this Act, the term:
(1) "Ad valorem taxes for municipal purposes” means all ad valorem taxes for municipal
purposes levied by, for, or on behalf of the City of Metter, including, but not limited 1o,
any ad valorem taxes to pay interest on and to retire municipal bonded indebtedness.
(2) "Homestead" means homestead as defined and qualified in Code Section 48-5-40 of
the O.C.G.A., as amended.
(3) "Income" means federal adjusted gross income determined pursuant to the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, for federal income tax purposes.
(4) "Senior citizen" means a person who is 65 years of age or older on or before

January | of the year in which application for the exemption under subsection (b) of this

section 18 made.

S.B.575



(b) Each resident of the City of Metter who is a senior citizen is granted an exemption on
such person's homestead from City of Metter ad valorem taxes for municipal purposes in the
amount of $4,000.00 of the assessed value of such homestead. The exemption under this
subscction shall only be granted if such person's income, togetner with the income of the
spouse who also occupies and resides at such homestead, does not exceed $10,000.00 for the
immediately preceding year. The value of that property in excess of such exempted amount
shall remain subject to taxation.

(c) A person shall not receive the homestead exemption granted by subsection (b) of this
section unless such person or person's agent files an application with the governing authority
of the City of Metter, or the designee thereof, giving such person's age, income, and such
additional information relative to receiving such exemption as will enable the governing
authority of the City of Metter, or the designee thercof. to make a determination regarding
the initial and continuing eligibility of such person for such exemption. The governing
authority of the City of Metter, or the designee thereof, shall provide application forms for
this purpose.

(d) The exemption shall be claimed and returned as provided in Code Section 48-5-50.1 of
the O.C.G.A., as amended. The exemption shall be automatically renewed from year to year
so long as the person granted the homestead exemption under subsection (b) of this section
occupies the residence as a homestead. After such person has filed the proper application as
provided in subsection (¢) of this section, it shall not be necessary to make application
thercafter for any vear, and such exemption shall continue to be allowed to such person. It
shall be the duty of any such person granted the homestead cxemption under subsection (b)
of this section to notify the governing authority of the City of Metter, or the designee thereof,
in the event that such person for any reason becomes ineligible for such exemption.

(¢) The exemption granted by subsection (b) of this section shall not apply to or affect any
state ad valorem taxes, county ad valorem taxes for county purposes, or county or

independent schoo} district ad valorem taxes for cducational purposes. The homestead

S.B.575
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exemption granted by subsection (b) of this section shall be in addition to and not in lieu of
any other homestead excmption applicable to City of Metter ad valorem taxes for municipal

purposes.
(f) The exemption granted by subsection (b) of this section shall apply to all taxable years

beginning on or after January 1, 2027.

SECTION 2.
In accordance with the requirements of Article VI, Section IT of the Constitution of the State
of Georgia, this Act shall not become law unless it receives the requisite two-thirds' majority

vote in both the Senate and the House of Representatives.

SECTION 3,
The municipal election superintendent of the City of Metter shall call and conduct an clection
as provided in this section for the purpose of submitting this Act to the electors of the City
of Metter for approval or rejection. The municipal election superintendent shall conduct that
election on the Tuesday after the first Monday in November, 2027, and shall issue the call
and conduct that election as provided by general law. The municipal election superintendent
shall cause the date and purpose of the election to be published once a week for two weeks
immediately preceding the date thereof in the official organ of Candler County. The ballot

shall have written or printed thereon the words:

") YES Shalithe Actbe approvedwhichprovidesahomesteadexemption from City
of Metter ad valorem taxes for municipal purposes in the amount of
() NO  $4,000.00 of the assessed value of the homestead for residents of that city
who are 65 years of age or older and whose income does not exceed
$10,000.007"
All persons desiring to vote for approval of the Act shall vote "Yes," and all persons desiring

to vote for rejection of the Act shall vote "No." If more than one-half of the votes cast on

S.B.575
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such question are for appmvz;l of the Act, Section 1 of this Act shall become of full force and
effect on January 1, 2027. If the Act is not so approved or if the election is not conducted as
provided in this section, Section 1 of this Act shall not become etfective, and this Act shall
be automatically repealed on the 365th calendar day following the election date provided for
in this section. The expense of such election shall be borne by the City of Metter. Itshallbe
the municipal election superintendent's duty to certify the result thercof to the Secretary of
State. The provisions of this section shall be mandatory upon the municipal election
superintendent and are not intended as directory. If the municipal election superintendent
Fails or refuses to comply with this section, any elector of the City of Metter may apply for
a writ of mandamus to compe! the municipal election superintendent to perform his or her
duties under this section. If the court finds that the municipal election superintendent has not
complied with this section, the court shall fashion appropriate relief requiring the municipal
election superintendent to call and conduct such election on the date required by this section

or on the next date authorized for special elections provided for in Code Section 21-2-540

of the 0.C.G.A.

SECTION 4.
Except as otherwise provided in Section 3 of this Act, this Act shall become effective upon

its approval by the Governor or upon its becoming law without such approval.

SECTION 3.

All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.

APPROVED
MAY 11 2026

Y GOVERNOR
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AFFIDAVIT

GEORGIA, FULTON COUNTY
. Billy Hickman, Senator from District 4, state on oath as follows!
(1) 1am the author of the local bill to which this affidavit ts attached.

(2) Inaccordance with 0.C.G.A. § 28-1-14, the notice requirernents for the local bill to which this
affidavit is attached have been satisfied, including but not limited to the following:

(A) The Notice of Intention to [ntroduce Local Legislation which is attached to such local bill
was published in the Metter Advertiser, which is the official organ of Candler County, on the

18th of February, 2026; and

(B) If the local bill amends the charter of a municipality or the enabling Act of the governing
authority of a county or consolidated government, then a copy of the Notice of intention to
Introduce Local Legislation was mailed, transmitied by facsimile, or otherwise provided to the
governing authority of such municipality, county, or consolidated government:
(i) During the calendar week in which the Notice was published in the official organ; or
(i) During the seven days immediately following the date of publication of such Notice.

/ﬁ/ﬁéj M=

ffiant

Sworn to and subscribed at the
State Capitol in Atlanta, Georgia,

 This QYMof  February 2026,

]: Before me: ! ‘ [oana Moshel

; NOTARY PUBLIC A

; County,

/‘Bm % "a“Qf-\ My ézrs:r?\?:sionu&pims 0p/27/2027
¢/ DEANA MOSHER

Deana Mosher

Notary Public, Johnson County, (Georgia

My Commission Expires September 27, 2027
{SEAL]






RESOLUTION TO PROVIDE FOR THE CALL OF THE 2026
SPECIAL ELECTION FOR THE CITY OF METTER, GEORGIA; TO
PROVIDE FOR THE QUALIFYING FEES AND DATES AND TIMES
TO QUALIFY FOR CITY COUNCIL SEAT 3 DISTRICT 1 TO FILL
THE VACANCY CAUSED BY_ THE RESIGNATION OF
COUNCILMEMBER VICTORIA GAITTEN; TO PROVIDE FOR THE
APPOINTMENT OF THE CANDLER COUNTY BOARD OF
ELECTIONS AND REGISTRATION AS THE ELECTIONS
SUPERINTENDENT AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE APPOINTMENT
OF THE CITY OF METTER CITY CLERK AS QUALIFYING
OFFICER

WHEREAS, the City of Metter, Georgia Special Election of Council Seat 3
District 1, to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of Councilmember Victoria
Gaitten, will be held on Tuesday, November 3, 2026, pursuant to O.C.G.A. 21-2-540; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to 0.C.G.A. 21-2-131(a)(1)(A), the City Council must set
and publish the qualifying fees for the November 3, 2026, Special Election; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to O.C.G.A. 21-2-132(c)(3)(A), each municipal
superintendent shall designate the days of the qualifying period, which shall be no less
than three (3) days and no more than five (5) days, and the days must be consecutive.

WHEREAS City Council desires to appoint the Candler County Board of
Elections and Registration as the City of Metter Municipal Election Superintendent for
the Special Election to be held on November 3, 2026,

WHEREAS, City Council desires to appoint the City Clerk of the City of Metter,
Georgia as Qualifying Officer for the Special Election to be held on November 3, 2026;

BE IT FURTHUR RESOLVED, BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF METTER, GEORGIA THAT:

Section 1: The date and Call of the 2026 Special Municipal Election for
the City of Metter for City Council Seat 3 District 1 is hereby established
for Tuesday, November 3, 2026, pursuant to 0.C.G.A. 21-2-541.

Section 2: The Qualifying Fee to be paid by each candidate shall be 3% of
the annual salary at $90.00 for Council pursuant to O.C.G.A. 21-2-131



(2)(1). Each candidate or his or her designee shall file Notice of Candidacy
in the office of the Clerk of the City of Metter between Monday,
September 21, at 8:30 a.m. through Wednesday, September 23, 2026, at
5:00 p.m. pursuant to 0.C.G.A. 21-2-132. Each candidate must meet the
qualifications of the charter and code of the City of Metter as well as all
applicable State laws.

Section 3: The City of Metter hereby appoints Candler County Board of
Elections and Registration as Election Superintendent for the November 3,

2026, Special Election.

Section 4: The City of Metter hereby appoints City Clerk Angie Conner as
Qualifying Officer for the November 3, 2026, Special Election.

SO RESOLVED, this 30th day of July 2026.

CITY OF METTER, GEORGIA

Rashida Taylor, Mayor

ATTEST:

Angie Conner, City Clerk



