
From the 
Superintendent's Desk

Submitted by Frank Jesse, Chambers Public School Superintendent	

So far this winter we have been lucky and have only had one late start due to frigid conditioins.  Rule 10, Section 
003.06 defines how many hours a school must meet during the year.  There is a difference in hours required for 
elementary, middle school, and high school.  However, since we are a single building district and all teachers 
are contracted for the same number of days, we use the required hours for the secondary as our measuring 
requirement.  We must be in session for 1080 hours during the school year to meet the provision of Rule 10’s school 
year.  Currently, the district is on track to meet this requirement.  This is something we will continue to monitor 
closely as we still have several weeks of winter to navigate. 

Section 005.01 of Rule 10 covers assessments.  The type and requirement of assessments have changed multiple 
times over the last several years.  Currently, juniors must take the ACT test in the spring and students in grades 
3-8 take the NSCAS test.  At Chambers, we administer the MAP test to all our students as this helps us monitor 
student growth and aids the district in our curriculum review.  Beyond the regular rigor in the classroom to help 
students prepare for these academic measures, we also provide specific test preparation for the juniors.  The junior 
class participates in the On To College ACT prep course during second semester.  Students are also given a winter 
MAP test in which teachers review student growth to adjust their instructional practices based on the needs of the 
students.

Some important upcoming events for February include:
•  February 9: 10:00 AM start for students
•  February 19: 1:00 PM student dismissal; Parent-Teacher conferences from 3:00-8:00 PM
•  February 20: No School---Winter Break
Even as a small school district where the teacher and parent most likely know each other, there continues to be 

research that supports the continued need for holding in-person parent-
teacher conferences.  Some of these include:

•  Building connections between parents/guardians and the teacher
•  Discussing the child’s academic and social progress.
•  Increasing communication between school and home

At your parent-teacher conference, you should expect your child’s teacher 
to share how they are doing academically with examples, how they are 
doing socially in the class, their strengths, and areas they can improve on.  
Questions you may consider asking:

•  Does my child turn in assignments on time?
•  Does my child participate in class?
•  Does my child have friends and interact well with others?
•  How can I better support my child at home with schoolwork?
I hope you take full advantage of the time allotted for conferences and 

if alternative or additional time is needed to meet with the teacher, please 
contact them.  We have an outstanding faculty at CPS and they are more 
than willing to meet with you.
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Counselor's Corner
Submitted by Mrs. Pospichal, School Counselor

Quiz Bowl
The middle school quiz bowl team began its season on Wednesday, December 17, at the Cornerstone 

Quiz Bowl Tournament in O'Neill. The team earned third place honors, losing only to O'Neill White. On 
Tuesday, January 6, the team traveled to Stuart to compete in the Bronco Invitational. Once again the team 
lost only to O'Neill, bringing home second place honors. The high school quiz bowl team began its season 
on Wednesday, January 7, at Stuart competing in the Bronco Invitational. The team finished with a record 
of 2-3.  

Scholarships for Seniors
Attention, seniors! Many scholarship opportunities are now available to help fund your future. A list of 

scholarships can be found on the school website under Our Students > Guidance. 

FAFSA Reminder
The 2025-2026 Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) is open. Just a reminder that LB 705 

now requires FAFSA completion as a graduation requirement. EducationQuest is available for assistance. 
call 308-234-6310 for more information.

Winter Testing
Winter MAP testing was held for students in grades K-12 this week. Juniors will take the ASVAB test 

on Wednesday, January 28. After the test, the test administrator will help each student review results 
and learn about careers that match his or her aptitude. Juniors will take the Nebraska State ACT Test on 
Wednesday, April 8. I strongly urge students to be prepared to take these assessments by getting a good 
night's rest prior to the test day and by eating a healthy breakfast the day of the test.

If you have any questions about these updates or opportunities, feel free to reach out to me at 402-482-
5233 or email me at gpospichal@chamberspublic.org. 

Sixth Grade News
Submitted by Mrs. Thornburg

Our 6th grade class is excited to participate in READBowl, a global reading competition where teams 
of students from around the world compete for the most minutes during the four weeks leading up to the 
Super Bowl. The goal is to help students build stronger reading habits and celebrate literacy in a fun, team-
based way. READBowl was created by Malcom Mitchell, a Super Bowl Champion, author, and literacy 
advocate, who believes in the power of reading to change lives. Throughout the competition, students 
are setting personal goals, tracking their minutes, and working together toward a class total. Students can 
choose books they enjoy such as novels, nonfiction, graphic novels, and more. One of the best parts of 
READBowl is the energy it brings to our classroom. Students cheer each other on, celebrate progress, and 
stay motivated as we work toward a shared goal. It has been wonderful to see students take pride in their 
growth and build their reading confidence. In the first week of the competition, our class read a total of 
3,780 minutes!  

Participating in the READBowl is also a great way for students to build progress toward their Accelerated 
Reader (AR) goal. Each 6th grader needs 15 AR points by the end of the second semester, and consistent 
daily reading is one of the best ways to reach that goal! Families can support our READBowl effort by 
encouraging reading at home, asking your child about what they are reading, and helping them remember 
to log their reading minutes. We’re excited to see how many minutes we can rack up as we keep reading 
like champions! 



From the Desk 
of Mr. Brady Firley

Submitted by Brady Firley, Chambers Public School 7-12 Principal

ACADEMIC FOCUS FOR DECEMBER
•	 Maintaining Momentum: As we move deeper into second semester, teachers and students are 
focused on maintaining strong academic routines and building upon the goals set in January.

•	 Preparation for Spring Assessments: Teachers are beginning to align instruction with upcoming 
spring assessments while continuing to emphasize critical thinking, engagement, and consistent 
effort.

IMPORTANT DATES
•	  Jan. 6 – Classes Resume (Start of 2nd Semester)
•	  Jan. 30 – Feb. 7 – NVC Basketball Tournament
•	  Feb. 9 – National FCCLA Week Activities Begin
•	  Feb. 9 – 10:00 AM Late Start (Teacher Inservice)
•	  Feb. 17 – Feb. 19 – Girls Basketball Sub-Districts
•	  Feb. 19 – 1:00 PM Early Dismissal (Parent Teacher Conferences @ 3:00 PM)
•	  Feb. 20 – No School (Winter Break)
•	  Feb. 23 – National FFA Week Activities Begin
•	  Feb. 24 – Feb. 26 – Boys Basketball Sub-Districts

Please continue to check the school calendar and website for updated schedules, game times, and 
weather-related changes.

WINTER ACTIVITIES CONTINUE
	 •  Basketball Wrap-Up: February marks the conclusion of the regular basketball season and 
	 the start of postseason play. We commend our student-athletes for their dedication, teamwork, and 	
	 sportsmanship throughout the season.

	 •  Speech: February is the start of Speech season with a busy month ahead for Speech meets.
	 •  Music Program: Students continue preparation for spring performances and conference honor 	
	 opportunities.

	 • FCCLA & FFA: February brings National FCCLA & National FFA Week, highlighting leadership, 
	 community service, and agricultural education.

We appreciate the continued support from families and community members who attend and encourage 
our students at events.

PARENT TIPS
• Encourage Consistency: February can be a challenging month. Encourage students to stay focused, 
complete assignments on time, and maintain healthy routines.

•	 Monitor Progress: Regularly check JMC for grades and attendance and communicate early if 
concerns arise.

"Mr. Firley" Continued on Page 4



Third Grade Thoughts
Submitted by Mrs. Lambert

Time flies when you’re having fun!  It is hard to believe that we are already in the 3rd quarter of the 
school year.  I am not sure where the time has gone.

This group of 3rd graders is quite the reading machines.  We started the 2nd book in our reading series 
right before we left for Christmas vacation.   We have read stories from a variety of genres and have learned 
many new vocabulary words.  They continue to read books they check out from the library and always look 
forward to taking an A.R. quiz over them.  They are working hard to meet their goal each month to receive 
a pizza from 95 West here in Chambers. In fact, at this point in the year this class has read 240 books and 
over 2 million words.  That is quite impressive if I do have to say so myself, especially with a group of six 
3rd graders! It is fun to see the enjoyment they get from reading, and how they are improving as readers!

We are putting our multiplication skills to the test in math.  We spent most of December learning our 
multiplication facts and are now finding the area of squares, rectangles and composite figures which 
involves multiplying.  The students completed this unit by designing a zoo and calculating the area of 
each enclosure.  Although we spend a lot of time practicing our multiplication facts at school, continue to 
practice them at home.  Knowing their multiplication facts will make division so much easier when we get 
to it.  We will be learning about fractions soon, which is always a fun unit for the students!

We will continue to learn the remainder of the lowercase and uppercase cursive letters throughout the 
second semester.  You will begin to see some of their work being done in cursive, which is always exciting 
for them, especially when they can write their name.  

Nouns are the main topic in English right now.  We learned about singular and plural nouns and will 
now focus on common and proper nouns and singular/plural possessive nouns, and then on to verbs to 
finish out the quarter!

We will finish our chapter on animals in science by classifying animals into the five main groups 
and then continue learning about the relationships among living things in our reading/activities about 
ecosystems and food chains as we finish the 3rd quarter.  The current topic of study in Social Studies is the 
three types of communities, as well as some geography skills throughout the chapter.  

It has been a fun and productive beginning to the 3rd quarter, and I expect nothing less as we continue 
through the year.  Thanks for all you do for your children!

•	 Support Balance: Help students balance academics, activities, and rest as winter schedules remain 	
	 busy.

•	 Attendance Matters: Winter weather can impact attendance. Please prioritize school attendance 
whenever safely possible.

FINAL THOUGHTS
February is a month that highlights perseverance, consistency, and commitment. Our students and staff 
continue to work hard both in the classroom and through extracurricular programs. Thank you for your 
continued partnership and support of Chambers Public School.
Let’s finish winter strong and look ahead to a successful spring!

"Mr. Firley" Continued from Page 3



CHAMBERS PUBLIC SCHOOL
2026-2027 Calendar 

August 1 August, 2026 January 1 2
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Aug 3-8 Holt County Fair 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 Aug 10-Start of fall practice 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 Aug 10-Teacher Inservice 17 18 19 20 21 22 23
23 24 25 26 27 28 29 Aug 11-Teacher Inservice 24 25 26 27 28 28 30
30 31 Aug 12-First Day of School (1:00 PM dismissal) 31
  16 Staff days,  14 Student Days 20 Staff days, 17 Stud days

September September, 2026
1 2 3 4 5 Sep 7- NO SCHOOL-Labor Day 1 2 3 4 5 6

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 Sept 16-No School, Teacher Inservice 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 14 15 16 17 18 19 20
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 October. 2026 21 22 23 24 25 26 27
27 28 29 30 Oct 1-Parent-Teacher Conferences 3-8 PM 28

Oct1-1:00 PM Student Dismissal 19 Staff days,  19 Stud days
21 Staff  days, 20 Stud days Oct2-No School-Fall Break March

October Oct 16- End of 1st quarter, 1:00 PM dismissal 1 2 3 4 5 6
1 2 3 Oct 16- End of 1st quarter, 1:00 PM dismissal 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 November, 2026 14 15 16 17 18 19 20
11 12 13 14 15 16 17 Nov 2-No School-Teacher Inservice 21 22 23 24 25 26 27
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 Nov 25-No School 28 29 30 31
25 26 27 28 29 30 31 Nov 26-No School-Thanksgiving  21 Staff days, 21 Stud days
21 Staff days, 21 Stud days Nov 27-No School April

November December, 2026 1 2 3
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 Dec 18-End of 1st Semester-1:00 PM Dismissal 11 12 13 14 15 16 17

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 Dec 21-Teacher In-service 18 19 20 21 22 23 24
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 Dec 23-27 Sports Moritorium 25 26 27 28 29 30
29 30 January, 2027  22 Staff days,  21 Stud days
18 Staff days, 17 Stud days Jan 4-Teacher In-service (NO STUDENTS) May 1

December Jan 5-School Resumes 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Jan 18 - Teacher In-service (NO STUDENTS) 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

1 2 3 4 5 Jan 27- Teacher In-Service (FCCLA DISTRICTS) 16 17 18 19 20 21 22
6 7 8 9 10 11 12 February, 2027 23 24 25 26 27 28 29

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 Feb 18-P-T Conf. 3-8, 1 pm student dismissal 30 31
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 Feb 19-No School-Winter Break 11 Staff days,   10 Stud days
27 28 29 30 31
15 Staff days,  14 Stud days March, 2027 49 Staff days 3rd quarter

March 12-End of 3rd quarter, 1 pm dismissal 46 Stud days 3rd quarter
48 Staff days 1st quarter March 26- NO SCHOOL-Easter Break
45 Stud days 1st quarter March 29-NO SCHOOL-Easter Break  44 Staff days 4th quarter

42 Stud days 4th quarter
43 Staff days 2nd quarter April, 2027
41 Stud days 2nd quarter April 12-Teacher In-Service 93 Staff days 2nd semester

88 Stud days 2nd semester
91 Staff days 1st semester
86 Stud days 1st semester May, 2027  Student Days 174

May 8-Graduation, 2:00 pm  Teacher Days 184
May 13-PE Field Day/Reading Awards Vacation Days
May 14-PE Field "Rain" Day Teacher Days
May 14-Students Last day---1:00 Dismissal Parent-Teacher Conference
May 17-Teacher work day Early Dismissal/End of Quarter

February

PT-Conf run 3:00 PM to 8:00 PM.  Student Release Time Will Be 1:00 PM.
Last Student Day in May will be a 1:00 PM dismissal.



"Board Minutes" Continued on Page 7

CHAMBERS BOARD OF EDUCATION
REORGANIZATION BOARD MEETING

A meeting of the Board of Education of Chambers Public Schools was convened in open and public session on January 
19, 2026, in Room 1 at Chambers Public Schools, 201 S. A Street, Chambers, Nebraska. The roll was called, and the 
following Board members were present: Terry Kamphaus, Jamie Tomjack, Monte Metschke, Amy Scott, Brady Dexter, 
and Jon Sladek. Also present was Frank Jesse, Superintendent.

Notice of the meeting was given in advance by publication on the Chambers Public School’s website on January 12, 
2026, and thereafter in the Holt County Independent and Sandhills Ties on January 14, 2026. Notice of this meeting 
was given in advance to all members of the Board of Education. Availability of the agenda was communicated in the 
publicized notice and a current copy of the agenda was maintained as stated in the publicized notice. All proceedings 
of the Board of Education, except as may be hereinafter noted, were taken while the convened meeting was open to 
the attendance of the public. 

The meeting was called to order by President Terry Kamphaus at 6:00pm.

Announcement of Open Meetings Act Posting
At the beginning of this meeting, the Chair announced and informed the public that a current copy of the Open 
Meetings Act is posted on the west wall of Room 1.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Motion by Monte Metschke, seconded by Brady Dexter, to approve the agenda. Motion carried, 6-0. Aye: Dexter, 
Kamphaus, Metschke, Scott, Sladek, Tomjack. Nay: 0.

Board of Education Reorganization
A.	 Election of officers of the Board of Education

Nomination of President:
Brady Dexter nominated Jamie Tomjack for President.

Motion by Amy Scott, seconded by Monte Metschke that all nominations cease. Motion carried, 6-0. Aye: Dexter, 
Kamphaus, Metschke, Scott, Sladek, Tomjack. Nay: 0.

Jamie Tomjack was elected President.

Nomination for Vice-President:
Monte Metschke nominated Terry Kamphaus for Vice-President.

Motion by Amy Scott, seconded by Terry Kamphaus that all nominations cease. Motion carried, 6-0. Aye: Dexter, 
Kamphaus, Metschke, Scott, Sladek, Tomjack. Nay: 0.

Terry Kamphaus was elected Vice-President.

Nomination for Treasurer:
Brady Dexter nominated Monte Metschke for Treasurer.

Motion by Terry Kamphaus, seconded by Amy Scott, that all nominations cease. Motion carried, 6-0. Aye: Dexter, 
Kamphaus, Metschke, Scott, Sladek, Tomjack. Nay: 0.

Monte Metschke was elected Treasurer.



"Board Minutes" Continued from Page 6

Nomination for Secretary:
Jon Sladek nominated Amy Scott for Secretary.

Motion by Terry Kamphaus, seconded by Brady Dexter, that all nominations cease. Motion carried, 6-0. Aye: 
Dexter, Kamphaus, Metschke, Scott, Sladek, Tomjack. Nay: 0.	

Amy Scott was elected Secretary.

B.	 President Jamie Tomjack will appoint members to committees during February 16, 2026 meeting.

C.	 Motion by Amy Scott, seconded by Terry Kamphaus to appoint The Sandhills Ties, Holt County Independent and 
Chambers Public School website as the official publishers for the School District. Motion carried, 6-0. Aye: Dex-
ter, Kamphaus, Metschke, Scott, Sladek, Tomjack. Nay: 0.

Motion by Amy Scott, seconded by Terry Kamphaus to appoint Lammers, Abel & Kaps, LLC as the official audi-
tors for the School District. Motion carried, 6-0. Aye: Dexter, Kamphaus, Metschke, Scott, Sladek, Tomjack. Nay: 
0.

Motion by Terry Kamphaus, seconded by Brady Dexter to appoint KSB Law as the official law firm for legal 
advice for the School District. Motion carried, 6-0. Aye: Dexter, Kamphaus, Metschke, Scott, Sladek, Tomjack. 
Nay: 0.

Motion by Jon Sladek, seconded by Monte Metschke to appoint Chambers State Bank as the official Financial 
Agency for the School District. Motion carried, 6-0. Aye: Dexter, Kamphaus, Metschke, Scott, Sladek, Tomjack. 
Nay: 0.

D.	 Motion by Amy Scott, seconded by Terry Kamphaus to approve current Board policies and regulations. Motion 
carried, 6-0. Aye: Dexter, Kamphaus, Metschke, Scott, Sladek, Tomjack. Nay: 0.

E.	 Motion by Brady Dexter, seconded by Jon Sladek to designate annual review of Board of Education policies in 
September of each year. Motion carried, 6-0. Aye: Dexter, Kamphaus, Metschke, Scott, Sladek, Tomjack. Nay: 0.

F.	 Reviewed Board Member Conflict of Interest.

Adjournment
Motion was made by Monte Metschke, seconded by Jon Sladek, to adjourn the meeting at 6:17pm on January 19, 
2026. Motion carried, 6-0. Aye: Dexter, Kamphaus, Metschke, Scott, Sladek, Tomjack. Nay: 0. The meeting was duly 
adjourned. 

Regular Board Meeting: January 19, 2026, following reorganization meeting.

____________________________, Secretary
						      Amy Scott

This is a draft copy of the Board of Education minutes that does not become official until approved by the Board.



CHAMBERS BOARD OF EDUCATION
REGULAR BOARD MEETING

A meeting of the Board of Education of Chambers Public Schools was convened in open and public session on January 
19, 2026, in Room 1 at Chambers Public Schools, 201 S. A Street, Chambers, Nebraska. The roll was called, and the 
following Board members were present: Terry Kamphaus, Jamie Tomjack, Monte Metschke, Amy Scott. Brady Dexter, 
and Jon Sladek. Also present was Frank Jesse, Superintendent.

Notice of the meeting was given in advance by publication on the Chambers Public School’s website on January 12, 
2026, and thereafter in the Holt County Independent and Sandhills Ties on January 14, 2026. Notice of this meeting 
was given in advance to all members of the Board of Education. Availability of the agenda was communicated in the 
publicized notice, and a current copy of the agenda was maintained as stated in the publicized notice. All proceedings 
of the Board of Education, except as may be hereinafter noted, were taken while the convened meeting was open to 
the attendance of the public. 

The meeting was called to order by President Jamie Tomjack at 6:17p.m.

Announcement of Open Meetings Act Posting
At the beginning of this meeting, the Chair announced and informed the public that a current copy of the Open 
Meetings Act is posted on the west wall of Room 1.

Motion by Brady Dexter, seconded by Terry Kamphaus, to approve the agenda. Motion carried, 6-0. Aye: Dexter, 
Kamphaus, Metschke, Scott, Sladek, Tomjack. Nay: 0.

Visitors were invited to share public comment.
•	  No public comment.

Consent Agenda            
Motion by Monte Metschke, seconded by Jon Sladek to separate Amy Scott and Jamie Tomjack claim from the 
consent agenda. Motion carried, 6-0. Aye: Dexter, Kamphaus, Metschke, Scott, Sladek, Tomjack. Nay: 0.

Motion by Terry Kamphaus, seconded by Brady Dexter to approve Amy Scott and Jamie Tomjack claims. Motion 
carried, 4-0. Aye: Dexter, Kamphaus, Metschke, Sladek. Nay: 0. Amy Scott and Jamie Tomjack abstained.

Motion by Amy Scott, seconded by Brady Dexter, to approve all items on the consent agenda as provided. After 
discussion and roll call vote the motion carried, 6-0. Aye: Dexter, Kamphaus, Metschke, Scott, Sladek, Tomjack. Nay: 
0.

GENERAL FUND CLAIMS: $65,805.24
HOT LUNCH CLAIMS: $6,051.36
PAYROLL: $190,717.27

Student Council Report
Mason Knox and Michael Jesse gave the Student Council Report.

Teacher Report
Elementary gave a written report. Mrs. Butterfield gave the JH/HS Report.

Principal/Activity Report
Mr. Firley gave the principal/activity report.

Superintendent Report and Recommendations
Mr. Jesse gave the superintendent report.

•	  Strategic Plan
"Board Minutes" Continued on Page 9



•	  Facility Update
•	  Parent Meeting
•	  Hot Lunch Comparison
•	  Legislative Bills and Updates

Board of Education Development

New Business
A.	 Claire Woeppel was recognized as FFA National Officer.

B.	 Motion by Jon Sladek, seconded by Amy Scott to approve the 2026-2027 District Calendar. Motion carried, 6-0. 
Aye: Dexter, Kamphaus, Metschke, Scott, Sladek, Tomjack. Nay: 0.

C.	 Motion by Amy Scott, seconded by Terry Kamphaus to approve 2026-2027 teaching contract for Caden Springer. 
Motion carried, 6-0. Aye: Dexter, Kamphaus, Metschke, Scott, Sladek, Tomjack. Nay: 0.

D.	 Motion by Monte Metschke, seconded by Terry Kamphaus to approve Haily Schaaf as substitute teacher. Motion 
carried, 6-0. Aye: Dexter, Kamphaus, Metschke, Scott, Sladek, Tomjack. Nay: 0.

E.	 Motion by Brady Dexter, seconded by Terry Kamphaus to approve Christina Bahm as substitute assistant cook. 
Motion carried, 6-0. Aye: Dexter, Kamphaus, Metschke, Scott, Sladek, Tomjack. Nay: 0.

F.	 Motion by Monte Metschke, seconded by Jon Sladek to approve Board Polity 5030 – Dating Violence Policy. Mo-
tion carried, 6-0. Aye: Dexter, Kamphaus, Metschke, Scott, Sladek, Tomjack. Nay: 0.

Topics for Next Month’s Agenda: Strategic Plan, Safety Review, Financial Review, Classified Negotiations

Adjournment
Motion was made by Amy Scott, seconded by Terry Kamphaus, to adjourn the meeting at 7:10pm on January 19, 
2026. Motion carried, 6-0. Aye: Dexter, Kamphaus, Metschke, Scott, Sladek, Tomjack. Nay: 0. The meeting was duly 
adjourned. 

Next Scheduled Meeting: February 16, 2026 at 7:00pm.

____________________________, Secretary
						      Amy Scott
This is a draft copy of the Board of Education minutes that does not become official until approved by the Board.

"Board Minutes" Continued from Page 8
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