
It is hard to believe we are already more than a month into the school
year! The first several weeks have brought plenty of energy, learning,
activities, and opportunities to reconnect across Pine City Public Schools.

Thank you to our students, staff, and families for a strong start. We
continue to review our routines, listen to feedback, and make adjustments
that support safe, welcoming, and effective learning environments. Our
work never really reaches a finish line and that is a good thing. We keep
learning and improving together.

If you have been near the Elementary, check out the brick project on the
front of the elementary auditorium! This work is one example of our
continued investment in maintaining and improving our school facilities.
These projects protect our community’s investment while creating safe
and functional spaces for students, staff, families, and community
members.

DID YOU KNOW?
Pine City Public Schools is one of eight Minnesota school districts
implementing the Teacher Apprenticeship Program.

The program creates another pathway for individuals to become licensed
teachers while working in our schools and gaining hands-on experience.
Participants learn alongside experienced educators while completing the
requirements needed to become teachers.

For Pine City, this is about more than filling positions. It is about growing
our own educators, investing in our staff, and creating new
opportunities for people who already know and care about our
students and community.

As we move into October, I am excited about the work happening across
our district, from improvements to our buildings to new opportunities for
our staff and students.  Thank you for your continued partnership and
support of Pine City Public Schools.

Kids first, always!

  - Superintendent Stolp                
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One Month In: Building for the Future

Do you know someone who would be a good addition to Pine City
Schools?  New postings are available through the Frontline Jobs
Board. Learn more at isd578.org

Girls Varsity Hockey, Asst Coach
Substitute Custodians
Long Term Sub, HS ELA Teacher

https://www.applitrack.com/pinecity/onlineapp/
https://www.isd578.org/
https://www.applitrack.com/pinecity/onlineapp/
https://www.applitrack.com/pinecity/onlineapp/default.aspx?Category=Athletics%2fActivities
https://www.applitrack.com/pinecity/onlineapp/default.aspx?Category=Maintenance%2fCustodial
https://www.applitrack.com/pinecity/onlineapp/default.aspx?Category=High+School+Teaching
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The high school will host Fall Conferences in individual classrooms on:
Tuesday, October 20  from 3:00 - 6:30 PMth

Thursday, October 22  from 4:30 - 8:00 PMnd

On Tuesday evening (10/20) from 6:00 - 6:30 PM there will be a special Dragon
Shout Outs Celebration for students in the High School Commons.  Invitations
will be sent to individual students and their families to attend.  

On Thursday evening (10/22) there will be two special presentations in the
High School Auditorium.  

5:00 - 5:30 PM Learn About How to Earn College Credit
6:00 - 6:30 PM Frandsen Scholarship Presentation

Pine City Schools Fall Yard Cleanup
Pine City Schools students and staff, in
partnership with several local community
organizations, are here to help!  

On Saturday, October 24  from 9:00 AM -
Noon staff and students will come together to
support the community with fall yard cleanup.  

th

If you or someone you know would benefit
from having their yard cleaned up, please
complete the online form to request assistance.
The cleanup area is a 3 mile radius from the
high school. We will contact you to discuss how
we can help and make a plan to get the work
done.  Questions? Please contact the High
School Main Office at 320-629-4113 
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Fall Conferences at Pine City High School

Use this link, or scan the QR Code to
sign-up your yard for clean-up help.

Fall Musical
Save the date for the Fall Musical event, “The
Olympains” coming in November:

Senior Citizen Matinee on Thursday,
November 12  with a light breakfast at
8:30 AM and Performance at 9:15 AM.

th

Public Performances on Friday, Nov 13
and Saturday, Nov 14 at 7:00 PM and
Sunday, Nov 15 at 2:00 PM.  

More information will be shared in our
November newsletter.   

Up Next:
PICTURE RETAKE DAY

October 13th
8:00-11:00 AM
PC High School

NO SCHOOL - MEA
October 15th-16th

BUS SAFETY WEEK
October 19th-23rd

PICTURE RETAKE DAY
November 3rd
8:00-11:00 AM
PC Elementary

LAST DAY OF Q1
November 5th

NO SCHOOL
November 6th

https://www.isd578.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeRPaxg5xjscZh3gGaRt7__O7fym0DBtVDP5UsSZnsfS33a2g/viewform
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The Elementary school will host Fall
Conferences in individual classrooms on:

Tuesday, October 13  from 3:00 - 6:30 PMth

Thursday, October 22  from 4:30 - 8:00 PMnd

During both nights of conferences, the
Elementary Media Center will be hosting
this year’s Scholastic Book Fair!

Stop on by to grab your student’s favorite
book, the next one in their favorite series,
or something new!

Can’t make it? No problem! You can still
shop at the Online Book Fair tied directly to
Pine City Elementary. 

https://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bf/pinecity
elementaryschool

School Board Information
Visit the School Board Page on the District
website each month for agendas, minutes and
recordings of the regular school board
meetings.  View the full list of upcoming work
session and board meetings dates as well. The
next meeting is coming up on Monday, October
19  at 6:30 PMth

https://www.isd578.org/
https://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bf/pinecityelementaryschool
https://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bf/pinecityelementaryschool
https://www.isd578.org/page/board-of-education
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Dragon Activities Now on Bound
Pine City Schools has moved to a new All-in-one
Activities Management Platform to handle student
registration, view game schedules and handle
communication from coaches to players and parents. 

You can view the Pine City Dragon Activities 
Calendar online or through the app.  The calendar
includes  game information, community ed classes
and other special events. 
 https://www.gobound.com/mn/schools/pinecity/calendar
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Coming soon to a lunch room near you - Our Kitchen Staff
have coordinated some fun events happening at both the
High School and Elementary Kitchens.

Keep an eye out for some special guests, a Lucky Tray
Coupon, and something brand new!

National School Lunch Week 

Recently, a parent shared with our
Food Services team that they liked
having a printed menu available at
their home each month to reference
in the morning as students were
getting ready for school. We worked
on making an update to the Food
Services webpage where a printable
PDF is now available during the first
week of each month to access the
current menus for elementary or
high school. Use this link or the QR
Code here to find those links. 

Printable Menu

https://www.isd578.org/
https://www.gobound.com/mn/schools/pinecity/calendar
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Leadership in Educational Excellence Awards
Pine City educators and administration
attended the annual Leadership in
Education Excellence event held at the
St. Cloud River’s Edge Convention
Center. Currently in its 35th year, the
LEEA recognizes educators throughout
the state of Minnesota that have been
nominated by their district leadership
for the honor.  

Each district is responsible for setting
their own criteria, but nominees should
be selected that serve as excellent
examples to inspire fellow colleagues, 
students and their communities through positive leadership and attitude toward
the educational field.

Congratulations to Padrick Judd, Kolette Lind, Felicia Madsen and Eric Wicktor
for being outstanding teachers and receiving the Leadership in Educational
Excellence Awards for 2026.  

Padrick began working
in the district in 2020
and is enjoying his 7
year in Pine City.  He
says a highlight of his
time in the district has
been the friendships of

coworkers and the
great connections he
has developed with

students and the school
community.  “Thank

you for recognition and
thank you to all of our

staff for making a
difference in our

students’ and
coworkers lives!”

th

Padrick 
Judd

Kolette has embarked
on her 29  year of

teaching 5  Grade in
the Pine City School
District and brings

enthusiasm and
positivity to work with

her each and every day!
“I feel so blessed to get

the opportunity to
inspire my students to

reach their full
potential, and my hope

is that I can have a
positive impact on their
lives that will stick with
them long after they
leave my classroom.”

th

th

Kolette
Lind

Felicia
Madsen

Eric 
Wicktor

Eric has been working in
the Pine City School

District for 32 years and
shared that a highlight

of working in the district
is the number of kids
he’s gotten to know
each year and the

lifelong friendships he
has made with other

staff is invaluable.  He
describes himself as

caring, compassionate
and generous and has

tried to inspire others to
be the same.  “I try to

be positive and
enthusiastic every day
so that it rubs off on

others!”

Felicia has enjoyed the
last 12 years working in
the district, all of which
have been in 1  Grade. st

She loves teaching here
and says the community
is very supportive and
fun!  “I like to think I

excel at embracing the
chaos that comes in an
Elementary School.  I

believe learning should
be fun!” Her students
and colleagues would

agree that Felicia makes
the 1  grade experience
a truly FUN time in her

classroom!

st

https://www.isd578.org/
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Pine City Band Field Trip
On Sunday Sept. 27th, a group of pine city band students attended the
Minnesota Winds band concert! Minnesota Winds is a professional concert band
made up of the best performers in the state, and students enjoyed an epic
concert at Benson Great Hall at Bethel University. The pieces played highlighted
many living composers, including Henry Dorn who was in the audience. Students
enjoyed getting to meet a few of the musicians during intermission, and after
the concert!

Dragon Zone Defenders are Back in Action!
The sixth grade student council members have taken on the roles of the Dragon Zone Defenders!  
Doctor Responsible, Ray of Respect, Captain Cooperative and Star Safety visit classrooms, playgrounds
at recess, hallways and even the lunchroom to find students in the Dragon Zone!

Dragon Academy: Making Apple Cider - Mathematically
Students in Dragon Academy are working on the Apple cider process.  

Our math and science lesson involves volume and mass of apples going in and out of the cider press.
Students measure the weight of apples going in and volume of cider and weight of apple mash coming
out, and compare the mass and volume through the process. It's a tasty lesson we enjoy each year! 

Special thanks to Moulton Apple Orchard in Rush City for donating apples each year!! 

https://www.isd578.org/


Volleyball TeamDecorates for USA Day!

Homecoming 2026Dress Up Days! 

Serving up some cookies with the
Homecoming Court!

Senior Homecoming Court

320-629-4000                   isd578.org      

Our Lunch Ladies brought the

dragon spirit during homecoming

week!
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The Senior Girls win the annual

Powderpuff game to kick off the

Homecoming week events!

The Junior Girls competedwell, but couldn’t pull outthe win this year!

Dragon Tennis
The Dragon tennis team showed their team
spirit with “Dress Like Your Water Bottle” Day
on the courts!  

PCPS celebrated their Homecoming week
September 21st-25 . It was filled with Dress
Up Days, Powder Puff Football, Homecoming
Tailgating, and more!

th

Here are some of our favorite moments!Lilly Greene finds theHomecoming Medalion!

            King Darrien Rodriguez and Queen Brecklyn Nicoll were
crowned on Tuesday during coronation. The week ended with a
school dance to celebrate our homecoming court and royalty. 

Thank you to all the staff and community volunteers that plan this
incredible event and celebration every year. Go Dragons!

https://www.isd578.org/
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ECFE Field Trip
ECFE will be heading
to Pine Tree Apple
Orchard on Thursday,
October 22  for a
field trip event.  
Children must be
accompanied by a
parent/guardian.  Must
be 3 years or older
and able to sit on a
regular bus seat, not
on an adult’s lap. 

nd

Use this link, or scan the
QR Code to sign-up

Early Childhood
Screening
Early Childhood years
are an important time of
rapid learning and
growth.  Screening is a
quick and simple check
of how your child is
growing and developing.  
The best time to
schedule a screening is
when your child is     3 ½
years old.  All children
must be screened before
entering Kindergarten. 

Call 320-629-4213 to
schedule today. 

Drive-Thru
Event!

Goodie bags for
youth ages 2-7 will be
handed out on 10/27
at the annual ECFE
Fall Drive-Thru event.
No pre-registration
needed, simply drive
thru anytime from
4-6PM while supplies
last!  

https://www.isd578.org/
https://isd578.ce.eleyo.com/course/ecfe/263/ecfe-2026-27/pine-tree-apple-orchard-in-white-bear-lake
https://isd578.ce.eleyo.com/course/ecfe/263/ecfe-2026-27/pine-tree-apple-orchard-in-white-bear-lake
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or Click Here to Register
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https://www.isd578.org/page/ce
https://www.stcloudstate.edu/precisiondrivingcenter/


PC Parents 4 Grads is excited to celebrate the Pine
City Class of 2027 and help families plan for senior
recognition activities. Every graduate will be
celebrated with a street banner, one complimentary
lawn sign, and one complimentary car magnet.
Families may purchase additional lawn signs or car
magnets, and the graduate’s street banner may be
purchased for $45 as a keepsake. All purchases must
be completed by March 15. Graduate buttons are also
available for purchase. Families are encouraged to
support PC Parents 4 Grads by selling raffle tickets
and volunteering for Senior Pizza Night.

A new website was created to 
provide a central location for
all Seniors and their Parents to 
learn about our program.  
Families of students in the 
Classes of 2028–2032 can also 
sign up to stay informed as their
students move toward 
senior year by visiting www.sospinecity.org. Questions
may be directed to SOSPineCity@gmail.com.

Pine City 
Community education

 isd578.org/page/ce      320-629-4030
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PC Parents 4 Grads: Message for Senior Families

Pine City LEO Club Returns 
Pine City Public Schools has renewed their partnership
with the Pine Area Lions to re-establish the school based
LEO Club program for Pine City students.  

What does LEO stand for?
Leadership: Students learn how to organize,
delegate and guide group projects. 
Experience: Members gain real-world teamwork and
problem-solving skills
Opportunity: Participants have the chance to give
back by helping others.  

The Pine City LEO Club will have an informational meeting on Tuesday, October 20  during the
Advisory Period in the Multi-Purpose Room for any student grades 7-12 with interest.  

th

http://www.sospinecity.org/
https://www.isd578.org/page/ce


The Pine Dragons PTO is organized for the purpose of supporting the
education of children at Pine City Schools by fostering relationships among
the school, parents, and staff members. All parents and guardians who have
a child within the Pine City Schools are members of the PTO.

Pine Dragons PTO

 isd578.org/page/pto320-629-4030

October 2026

Up Next:
FUN RUN EVENT

October 14th
All Day
PC Elementary

HALLOWEEN PARTY
October 30th
Time TBD

GENERAL MEETING
November 9th
5:30 PM
Pizza Pub

Volunteers
Needed! 

Events are made
possible thanks to
dedicated volunteers.
If you’d like to
volunteer at an
upcoming PTO event
this year, use this link
or the QR Code
below to sign up!

https://www.isd578.org/page/pto
https://www.isd578.org/page/pto
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf2c-8lthV3OiuBY4iXCbrkCsENaSQ1f0XF6DFwD7P7bgtVxw/viewform?embedded=true
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