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Dear Osage City Elementary Families,

Welcome to a new school year! It has been wonderful to see our hallways and classrooms
filled once again with the energy, excitement, and smiling faces of our students. I am grateful
for the warm welcome I have received as your principal and feel incredibly fortunate to be
part of the Osage City Elementary community.
Our teachers and staff have worked hard to create classrooms where every child feels safe,
supported, and ready to learn. During these first few weeks, students have been building
relationships, learning routines, and setting the foundation for a successful year. I am already
impressed by their enthusiasm, kindness, and willingness to help one another.

A strong partnership between home and school plays an important role in each child’s
success. I encourage you to stay connected, ask questions, and reach out whenever we can
assist your family. Regular attendance, arriving on time, reading together at home, and talking
with your child about their school day are simple but powerful ways to support learning.

As we begin this year together, our focus will remain on helping every student grow
academically, socially, and emotionally. We want our students to feel known, valued, and
confident that they belong at Osage City Elementary.

Thank you for trusting us with your children and for being an important part of our school
community. I look forward to getting to know our students and families and to celebrating the
many accomplishments ahead. Together, we can make this a wonderful year!

Warmly,
Melinda Patterson, Principal
Osage City Elementary School
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A Note From the September , 2026

Important Dates:
Wednesday, September 2:  Early Release 12:30pm
Monday, September 14 - Friday, September 18:  Scholastic Book Fair
Thursday, September 17:  School Pictures
Thursday, September 17:  5-7pm, Family Night at the Book Fair



REMINDERREMINDER  REMINDER 
MORNING 

Doors Open:  7:35AM
Breakfast Served:  7:35 - 7:55AM

School Starts:  8:00AM



SPOTLIGHT ON STAFF!SPOTLIGHT ON STAFF!SPOTLIGHT ON STAFF!

iT’S ALWAYS A GREAT DAY IN PK!!!iT’S ALWAYS A GREAT DAY IN PK!!!iT’S ALWAYS A GREAT DAY IN PK!!!iT’S ALWAYS A GREAT DAY IN PK!!!

Name: Jenn Brown

Grade Level(s) Taught: Preschool

How many years have you worked in
education?: Too many to count. 25, I
think.

Where did you go to college? I received
my bachelors degree at College of the
Ozarks in Missouri and was certified to
teach SpEd preschool at KU

Where did you go to Elementary
School? Warsaw Elementary School,
Warsaw, MO

What was your favorite school lunch as
a kid? The rectangle pizza slices

What was your favorite book as a
child? Fox in Socks by Dr Suess

What is your favorite candy or snack?
Reece’s Peanut Butter cups

What is your favorite music or
musician? I like almost all music, with
heavy metal being at the bottom of the
list. Lately, I have been listening to
songs from musicals.

What is your favorite way to spend a
Saturday? Visiting family, reading, or
just hanging with my cat, Booger.

What is the best piece of advice you’ve
ever received? Never play leapfrog
with a unicorn. Never give up. Keep
trying different things and ways to
solve problems. 

What do you love most about being
part of our school family? I love the
atmosphere of the school. Everyone is
kind and helpful. I also love knowing
that I am making a difference in the
lives of my students. 

Name: Chelsi McCoy 

Grade Level(s) Taught: 3rd, 1st, PreK

How many years have you worked in
education?: 18

Where did you go to college? Barton
County Community College, Emporia
State University

Where did you go to Elementary
School? Osage City

What was your favorite school lunch as
a kid? Fiestada

What was your favorite book as a child?
The Monster at the end of this book

What is your favorite candy or snack?
Cheez-Its, Rolos, Reeses Peanut butter
cups

What is your favorite music or
musician? I like country music, and am a
Swifty
 
What is your favorite way to spend a
Saturday? I love to grab a coffee, go
shopping, out to lunch, then home to
relax! 

What is the best piece of advice you’ve
ever received? You will never regret
treating people with kindness

What do you love most about being part
of our school family? I love that I get to
work with and see my friends every day!

Name: Jenny Long

Grade Level(s) Taught: ECSE

How many years have you worked in
education?: 10 years

Where did you go to college? Washburn
University

Where did you go to Elementary School?
Iola Elementary School

What was your favorite school lunch as a
kid? Pizza

What was your favorite book as a child?
The Secret Garden

What is your favorite candy or snack?
Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups and Popcorn

What is your favorite music or musician?
Pop music or top hits

What is your favorite way to spend a
Saturday? Spending time with family

What is the best piece of advice you’ve
ever received? Don’t let worry or fears
stop you from trying new experiences.

What do you love most about being part
of our school family? Everyone works
together for the success of the students. 



September , 2026





Scholastic Bookfair is coming to OCES September 14-18.
The students will have an opportunity to preview and

make a wish list during that week.  

Family Purchase Night will be the evening of Thursday,
September 17 from 5:00-7:00 in the Elementary School

Library. The students will still have an opportunity to
purchase the morning of Friday, September 18.

Keep your eyes open; A note will be coming home soon. 

book fair!
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