



REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

The Edna City Council met in regular session on Thursday, March 21, 2024, in council chambers at 6:00 p.m.

CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Lance Smiga called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. The council stood for a prayer by Andy Brzozowski followed by the council and audience reciting the Pledge of Allegiance Councilperson District 1 Cipriano Palacios. Councilperson District 2 Wayne Callis, Councilperson District 3 Chris Jackson, Councilperson District 4 Mike Dodds and Councilperson District 5 Johnny Vasquez were present, City Manager Gary Broz, Police Chief Rick Boone, Finance Director Diane Pierce, Parks Supervisor Jaime Leipe, and City Secretary Sonya Robinson were also present.  Director of Utilities Brad Ryan was absent. The minutes were recorded by City Secretary Robinson.

APPROVE MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL MEETING HELD MARCH 7, 2024:
Councilperson Vasquez made the motion to approve the minutes of the city council meeting held March 7, 2024. Councilperson Dodds seconded the motion. All voted AYE. Motion carried.

VISITORS:  Beth Foley, Jackson Co. Hearld, Mike Jordan, Shannon Parker-TDEM, Pamela Hughes, Amanada Fredrich, Joshua Ozment, Diane Drussell, Jonas Titus, Mary w/AEP

PUBLIC COMMENTS:
“During the council meeting, as each item is addressed, the council shall also allow the audience to speak on any subject matter that is posted on the agenda in accordance with HB 2840. The council may not take action on any item which has not been posted on the agenda.” Please limit-two minutes.
	

RECEIVE REQUEST FROM PAMELA HUGHS, THE PLANNING COMMITTEE AND VETERANS DAY PARADE FOR PROCLAMATION DECLARING THE 1ST SATURDAY IN NOVEMBER AS VETERAN’S DAY PARADE AND LUNCHEON AND TAKE ANY ACTION DEEMED NECESSARY:
Pamela Hughes stated that she should like a proclamation declaring the 1st Saturday of November to be the Veteran’s Day Parade and Luncheon. Councilperson Jackson made a motion to approve a proclamation declaring the first Saturday of November as the Veteran’s Day Parade and Luncheon. Councilperson Callis seconded the motion. All voted AYE. Motion carried.

DISCUSS RESOLUTION NO. 2024-06, SUSPENDING AUGUST 4, 2025, EFFECTIVE DATE OF AEP TEXAS INC’S. REQUESTED RATE CHANGE IN PERMIT THE CITY TO STUDY THE REQUEST AND TO ESTABLISH REASONABLE RATES; APPROVING COOPERATION WITH THE CITIES SERVED BY AEP TEXAS AND AUTHORIZING INTERVENTION IN AEP TEXAS INC; REQUESTED RATE CHANGE PROCEEDINGS BEFORE THE COMMISSION. HIRING LLOYD GOSSELINK ATTORNEY’S AND CONSULTING SERVICES TO NEGOTIATE WITH THE COMPANY AND DIRECT ANY NECESSARY LITIGATION AND APPEALS; REQUIRING REIMBURSEMENT O F CITIES RATE CARE EXPENSES; FINDING THAT THE MEETING AT WHICH THIS RESOLULTION IS PASSED IS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC AS REQUESTED BY LAW; REQUIRING NOTICE OF THE RESOLUTION TO THE COMPANY AND LEGAL CONUNSEL AND TAKE ANY ACTION DEEMED NECESSARY:
City Manager Gary Broz stated that AEP is requesting a rate increase, and we need to pass resolution no 2024-06 to delay the increase by 90 days. Councilperson Callis made a motion to pass resolution number 2024-06. Councilperson Palacios seconded the motion. All voted AYE. Motion carried.


DISCUSS OERATION OF SHELBY PARK FIELDS AND TAKE ANY ACTION DEEMED NECESSARY:
Mayor Lance Smiga stated that there is a ordinance already for the parks and he thinks it is a great starting point. Smiga stated that the hours of 5:00 a.m. to 10 p.m. are a little long. Smiga thinks that dawn to dusk is enough time to access the park, and anything longer than that we may be asking for trouble. Smiga stated we may need to clarify who can access the park. Councilperson Jackson stated he think the public should have access to the park. Mickael Jordan adds that if it is an organization or nonprofit then they should come to complete paperwork and pay for use of fields if they are not nonprofit. Josh Ozment asks where we plan to place a gate cause late at night there is a lot of traffic. Mayor stated it is still in the works on exactly what will happen. Mayor asks if we agree with the hours. The council is all on board from the time of dusk to dawn. There is no motion needed at this time but will continue to try to perfect the rules of Shelby Park.

RECEIVE REQUEST FROM MICKAEL JORDAN TO DISCUSS UPDATES ON PARKS AND TAKE ANY ACTION DEEMED NECESSARY:
Mickael Jordan asks what is the budget for Shelby Park? City Manager Broz stated this year’s budget is $318,030.00. Jordan asks how the council is how are they thinking about the future of the youth. Jordan asks why they want to get rid of the park. Mayor Smiga stated that is not the goal they want the park to achieve. Smiga asks who is best for the future of the park. Mayor Smiga stated it is difficult when you have three different organizations using the same facilities. Mayor Smiga stated if the school can invest money in the fields each year to make it better that’s great, but we do not want little league to suffer, and the discussion would not have started if we didn’t care about the future of the fields. Jordan wants the school to be accountable to their taxpayers. Jordan don’t think the city should bail them out of their troubles. There was no motion needed.

DISCUSS AND CONSIDER BUDGET AMENDMENTS:
Pass

DISCUSS AND TAKE APPROPRIATE ACTION TO CONSIDER PAYMENT OF CURRENT BILLS:
Councilperson Callis made the motion to approve the payment of current bills in the amount of $111809.24 Councilperson Vasquez seconded the motion. All voted AYE. Motion carried.

CITY STAFF REPORTS:
“At this time, City Council will hear reports / updates on all committees or department assignments which may include, but is not limited to the following: City Manager-grants, projects, public information; Finance Director-finance & department reports; Police Department-grant updates, police reports; Director of Utilities-park reports, water & sewer updates; Street Department-repairs/projects; Code Enforcement-progress reports; Jonas Titus-Victoria Economic Development; City Secretary-public information.” No formal action taken on these items.

Gary Broz, City Manager, stated 1,015 water meters has been installed. Broz stated the software should go live in May. There will be a Building and Standards meeting is March 26, and there will be 13 houses on the list to demo. Broz stated Brad Ryan is at a floodplain training.  Broz stated that the consolidation of permits and court is going well. Met with YMCA about operating of the pool this summer, trying to finalize the Gilbert Rd grant, budget is coming up and we are receiving court payments.

Diane Pierce, Director of Finance stated she has been in T-600 class for the 2 days and working with the auditor.

Andy Brzozowski, Street Supervisor, stated they have been working on Allen cleaning the grass from the sidewalk, checking drainage after the rain, patching holes on Jay St with the new machine, and working on the crosswalk at Jr. High School

Jaime Liepe, Parks Supervisor, stated grass is growing and they are trying to keep it down. Liepe stated she has hired a part-time employee; slab is gone at Shelby Park, and they replaced 12 light bulbs at Shelby baseball fields.


Police Chief Rick Boone stated last week that Derrick, Stacy, Bridgett, and himself spoke with the High School students about the danger of fentanyl, Easter Bash was moved from Shelby Hall to the Jr. High School gym due to the rain, but it went great, animal shelter is doing well, and number are down. Boone stated the part time help at the pound will be out for a while she is having a baby, so Brittany will help, assisted DPS with fully ingulfed van on fire, assisted the county a man with a gun just outside of LaWard, both detectives are working sexual assaults and child abuse investigation, partnering with DPS CID in some undercover dope investigations.

Jonas Titus, VDEC, stated that Diane just celebrated her 7th month, there are some prospects for Edna.

ADJOURN:
Councilperson Jackson made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:57 p.m. Councilperson Callis seconded the motion. All voted AYE. Motion carried.



							

                                                                                    _______________________________________
                                                                                    Lance Smiga, Mayor 


_________________________________
LaSonya Robinson, City Secretary






