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Troy Area School District
Special Education for Gifted Students
Preface

The Troy Area School District for Special Education for Gifted Students focuses on more elaborate, complex and in-depth studies of major ideas, key concepts and themes that integrate knowledge across disciplines.  The Curriculum addresses the concepts, principles, generalizations, skills and dispositions that are core to the disciplines.  Within the Curriculum, students have the freedom to choose topics and methods of manipulating and transforming information.

The Gifted Curriculum has a strong foundation to meet the needs of gifted students based on abilities, strengths and interests of groups and individuals.  The Curriculum is an extension of core learning, in both acceleration and enrichment: with open-minded tasks, development of products that challenge existing ideas, production of new products and application of discipline methodologies.  Likewise, the Gifted Curriculum provides exposure to a variety of challenging and specialized resources, advanced research and methodological skills used by professionals.  There are opportunities within the curriculum for students to recognize complex relationships and arrive at sound generalizations.

The Gifted Curriculum stresses higher-level thinking in decision-making, problem solving, critical and creative thinking.  The Curriculum requires the applications, analysis and synthesis of core knowledge and the development of new products.  The use of fluency, flexibility, elaboration, originality, complexity and risk taking are emphasized throughout the curriculum.  The Curriculum also develops, enriches and accelerates process skills related to: inquiry, research, communication and affective awareness.  In addition, the Curriculum includes content related but not limited to: Leadership, Self-Regulation, Life Work, Interpersonal Communication and Affective Domain for maintaining a healthy self-concept.

The Gifted Curriculum for the Special Education for Gifted Students sets rigorous expectations for student work and performance demonstration.  The Gifted Individualized Education Plan (GIEP) specifically addresses the needs of the gifted student with annual goals and short-term objectives, responsive to the learning needs to include content, process and product modification in response to the student’s interests, ability and learning readiness.  Special Designed Instruction is created as part of the GIEP and may include projects, compacting curriculum acceleration, dual enrollment and others.  Assessment methods for level of expectations, measurement of works and time for reporting are part of this document.

The Troy Area School District recognizes that is the responsibility of the entire staff to meet the needs of gifted students by identifying their gifts/talents and developing the areas of need; academic, personal interests, psychological and social.


Troy Area School District
Special Education for Gifted Students
Sources of Reference

These resources were referenced, used and/or adapted to develop the gifted curriculum but were not limited to:

A. PDE: Chapter 16, Special Education for Gifted Students, Regulations
B. PDE: Gifted Guidelines, 2014
C. PDE:  22 PA Code Chapter 16, 2008
D. National Association for Gifted Children (NAGC)
E. Teaching What Matters Most, Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development (ASCD)
F. Pennsylvania Gifted Resources, PDE
G. Applying Gifted Education Pedagogy in General Education Classroom: Professional Development Module, The National Research Center on the Gifted and Talented
H. Academic Acceleration, Inclusion, Nurturing Multiple Intelligences, Tracking, Ability Grouping and the Gifted: Myths and Realities, Multiple Intelligences, Academic Acceleration: Pennsylvania Association for Gifted Education (PAGE) Bulletins
I. Gifted Education Program Materials, Pittsburgh Public School System
J. Developing Minds: A Resource for Teaching Thinking, ASCD
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Troy Area School District
Special Education for Gifted Students
Policy

The Troy Area School District’s mission is to partner with families and the community to prepare all students for success as responsible citizens and life-long learners.  The District recognizes that gifted students are a special population with special educational requirements.  Their ability for academic achievement beyond their same age peers requires specially designed programming.  This may include academic enrichment, academic acceleration or both.  We acknowledge gifted students require rigor, seek challenge, prefer choice and independent learning activities.  The Troy Area School District is committed to providing a school environment that fosters achievement and the realization of each student’s potential.  Therefore, it becomes the responsibility of the entire staff to meet the needs of gifted students by identifying their gifts/talents and developing the areas of need academic, psychological and social.





















Troy Area School District
Special Education for Gifted Students
Characteristics of Students thought to be Mentally Gifted

Statistics:	A.	Superior	120 I.Q. to 125 I.Q. or 5% to 10%
		B.	Gifted		130 I.Q. to 140 I.Q. or 1% to 3%
		C.	Extremely	170 I.Q. to 180 I.Q. or 1% in 10 to 1, 000,000

Talented:	Need experience toward their specific intellectual domain

Gifted:	Need to require a broad and varied program with acceleration and enrichment

Characteristic
Students thought to be mentally gifted will consistently exhibit several of the following characteristics:

· Are curious as indicated by kind, frequency and depth of questions
· Show interest in words, ideas and research as demonstrated by their use of dictionaries, encyclopedias and source books
· Have rich vocabulary marked by originality of thought and expression
· Enjoy reading at an advanced level
· Read rapidly, comprehend and retain information
· Seek older companions among children
· Relates well with adults
· Have a good sense of humor
· Have a strong desire to excel
· Have ability to generalize and to see relationships
· Have ability to make logical associations
· Interested in science and the universe
· Highly motivated and shows initiative
· Spontaneous in generating a variety of ideas
· Questions, examines and have an impelling desire to “know”
· Invent, experiment and create
· Are independent and resourceful workers
· Show an empathy toward others
· Anticipate future needs
· Are dependable
· Function well with minimum direction
· Discover short cuts and skip steps in learning
· Gives precise meaning and articulates ideas clearly with depth of understanding
· Are systematic in evaluation of adults
· Views carefully and makes keen observations
· May conceal ability to avoid working
· Are timid in trying new skills
· May be highly focused in one area
· Fear the possibility of failure
· Pursues several activities at one time
· Adjustment to change may be difficult at times
· May be the mischief-makers and non-conformists
· May be restless, inattentive, disturbing, annoying to those around them
· May be poor in spelling, careless in handwriting, inaccurate in arithmetic and impatient with details
· May be lackadaisical in completing or handing in assignments
· May be indifferent toward class work when disinterested























Troy Area School District
Special Education for Gifted Students
Professional Development


Gifted education teacher, regular education teachers, guidance counselors and administrators are provided with:

[image: ]	Annual presentations about gifted education at faculty meetings

[image: ]	In-service sessions on topics related to gifted education

[image: ]	Planned collaboration times to investigate data regarding high achieving students
	
[image: ]	Opportunities to attend conferences and workshops related to gifted education

[image: ]	Availability of books and magazines specific to gifted education from a lending library




















Troy Area School District
Special Education for Gifted Students
Parent Involvement

Parents of gifted students will be supported through:

· Involvement in developing the Gifted Individualized Education Plan (GIEP) for their child.

· Information sessions will be presented, each school year, to learn about the program/programming available for gifted children in need of special instruction, the referral process and service delivery options.

· A “Parent of the Gifted” type organization within the school district.  The function of this body will be determined by the organization and may include but not limited to; fundraising, volunteer support for special activities, field trips, chaperones and sponsor for enrichment activities.

· A lending District library of books on parenting the gifted and other related texts. 
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Troy Area School District
Special Education for Gifted Students
Procedures for Identification

The Troy Area School District has examined and defined the evaluation procedures to ensure the necessary and valid assessments are part of the process of identifying ALL students in need of Special Education for the Mentally Gifted.

Determination of gifted will not be based on IQ scores alone.  A student having an IQ score lower than 130 may be admitted to gifted programs with other educational/intellectual criteria in the profile of the student strongly indicating gifted ability.  Determination of mentally gifted will include full assessment and a comprehensive report by a school psychologist.

Who should be referred for evaluation?
· Students whose instructional assessment indicates high potential
· Students whose performance level exceeds students in regular classrooms
· Students who exhibit a majority of characteristics associated with the mentally gifted
· Students who are highly creative

Who may refer a student for an evaluation?
· Parents must do so in writing
· School personnel (teachers, principals, guidance counselors) are required to refer student who they observe exhibiting characteristics associated with giftedness















The Gifted Multidisciplinary Team will include at least one of the student’s teachers, the parents/guardians, the school psychologist, and other appropriate staff members, such as counselors, persons familiar with the student’s educational experience and performance, persons trained in the appropriate evaluation techniques, and when possible, persons familiar with the student’s cultural background, as appropriate. The GMDT will evaluate the data collected and the school psychologist will complete a Gifted Written Report (GWR). 

The GWR report must indicate if the student is gifted and in need of special education. The GMDT will determine whether there are intervening factors possibly masking gifted abilities and take this into consideration when making recommendations. A student will be determined mentally gifted if the criteria established by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and Troy Area School District are met. 

Mentally Gifted - Outstanding intellectual and creative ability, the development of which requires specially designed programs or support services, or both, not ordinarily provided in the regular education program. This term includes a person who has an IQ of 130 or higher or when multiple criteria as set forth in Chapter 16 of the Pennsylvania School Code regulations indicate gifted ability. Determination of gifted ability will not be based on IQ score alone. Deficits in memory or processing speed, as indicated by testing, cannot be the sole basis upon which a student is determined to be ineligible for gifted special education. A person with an IQ score lower than 130 may be admitted to gifted programs when other educational criteria in the profile of the person strongly indicate gifted ability. The GMDT shall determine eligibility and eligibility determination must include an assessment by a certified school psychologist. The GIEP team will include an LEA representative, the parents/guardians, a teacher of the gifted, school counselor, and the student, when appropriate. 

A GIEP will be developed by the team and the documents will be forwarded to the Director of Student Services.  The appropriate educational placement for the gifted student must be determined at the GIEP meeting. Some options include (a) gifted education (b) regular education, (c) academic acceleration in one or more subjects, (d) curriculum compacting (e) credit by examination, (f) Cross-Age/Multi-Age Grouping, and (g) dual enrollment.

The GIEP must reflect the placement option decision. After written approval of the Notice of Recommended Assignment has been received from the parent/guardian, the student will be scheduled accordingly. Scheduling arrangements will be made by the Director of Student Services and the Principal. 

GMDT RE-EVALUATION: The Gifted Multidisciplinary Re-evaluation procedure will be conducted according to state standards. 

CHANGE IN STATUS: Students who wish to withdraw from the Gifted Program with parent/guardian consent must gain the concurrence of the GIEP Team that alternate placement is appropriate. A request for a change in placement should be made to the psychologist and/or counselor or to the principal. A student who wishes to be readmitted to the program must follow the procedures outlined above.



Troy Area School District
Gifted Programming
Troy Area School District’s Gifted Child Find Documents including Screening and Eligibility Chart
In compliance with Chapter 16, (PA Code 16.21 (b)), the Troy Area School District is responsible for locating, identifying, and educating school-aged students requiring specially-designed programs or services:
Universal Screening Procedures
Chapter 16 requires that “Each school district shall adopt and use a system to locate and identify all students within that district who are thought to be gifted and in need of specially designed instruction.” (22 PA Code 16.21 (a))
“Each school district shall determine the student’s needs through a screening and evaluation process which meets the requirements of this chapter.” (22PA Code 16.21(c))
Troy Area School District engages in a number of formal processes to identify potential candidates for gifted education services. Additionally, each school engages in ongoing data-analysis that identifies students who may be in need for specially-designed instruction.
Universal Screening Process Levels of Assessment
	Universal Screening
	Literacy
	Math
	Cut-Offs/Thresholds

	2nd grade January
	Acadience
	
	300>

	3rd grade October
	Acadience
	MAP
	Literacy - 500>
Math – 1200>

	4th grade October
	Acadience
PSSA
MAP
	MAP
PSSA
	Literacy - 500>
PSSA - Advanced
Math – 1200>
PSSA - Advanced

	6th grade October
	MAP
PSSA
	MAP
PSSA
	Literacy – 1600>
PSSA - Advanced
Math – 1600>
PSSA - Advanced


   
TIER II
	Screening Layer
	Assessment(s)
	Persons Responsible
	Cut-Offs/Thresholds

	TASD Multiple Criteria Gifted Screening Matrix
	Record Review
WRAT – 4 Reading Composite
Gifted Rating Scale
Chuska Scale – Rate of Retention
	School Psychologists
Gifted Support Teacher
Intervention Specialists
School Counselors
Classroom teachers
	Troy Area School District Multiple Criteria Gifted Screening Matrix Total Score 52-36 Continue Assessment
<35 Discontinue Assessment


TIER III
Indicators of giftedness should be drawn from a wide variety of sources. The Gifted Multidisciplinary Evaluation is a process to gather the information that will assist in determining if a child is mentally gifted according to the state’s definition. The evaluation should look at information relevant to the student’s suspected giftedness including academic functioning, learning strengths, and educational needs.
The Troy Area School District uses a Multiple Criteria Gifted Identification Matrix which includes the WASI-II to determine a Full Scale IQ/General Ability Index OR Verbal Comprehension Index OR Perceptual Reasoning Index. The matrix also includes a WIATT-III for Reading Comprehension and a WIAT-III for Math Reasoning, a Gifted Rating Scale, a Parent Nomination Form and Teacher input. If a student scores 55 to 44 on the matrix, they are considered gifted and an MDE team is convened to determine IF the student is in need of specially designed instruction and if so, the team will develop a GIEP.
The MDE team consists of the parent, LEA, school psychologist, classroom teacher, and gifted support teacher.

Definition of Giftedness and Referral Process
Definition
Mentally gifted is defined as outstanding intellectual and creative ability, the development of which, requires specially designed programs or support services, or both, not ordinarily provided in the regular education program. (22 Pa. Code 16.1)
Referral Process
Chapter 16 requires that school districts use “multiple criteria” in the screening of students for eligibility in gifted programs. Students will enter into Gifted Support Programs because they meet the selection criteria and also show a need for specially designed instruction as required by Chapter 16 regulations.
Students can be screened at any grade for the program and may be referred for a Gifted Multi-Disciplinary Evaluation (GMDE) through any of the following avenues:
Teacher Referral: A student’s teacher and school counselor have received training related to the characteristics of gifted students. If the teacher feels that a student may be in need of specially designed instruction, they will make the referral.
Parent Referral: A parent can, at any time, request that his or her child be screened for Gifted Support. Parents may contact any school official regarding their interest in comprehensive screening. When a verbal request for a GMDE is made, the school must provide the parents a copy of the Permission to Evaluate form with 10 calendar days of the oral request. District will issue a Permission to Evaluate and following parental consent on this form, the District has 60 calendar days to complete a GWR followed by a GMDE meeting to discuss the outcomes of the GWR.
Troy Area School District
Special Education for Gifted Students
Multiple Criteria Used for Identification Within the Intellectual Domains

	Intellectual
	Academic

	Standardized test scores within the 90th percentile or grade equivalents two year above
	Specific Academic Achievement Test scores in the 90th percentile

	Rates of Acquisition and Retention
	Rates of Acquisition and Retention

	Curriculum Based Assessment
	Curriculum Based Assessment in Specific Academic Area

	Teacher checklists including intellectual Characteristics of underachieving and Disadvantaged
	Teacher Checklists

	Parent Inventory
	Parent Inventory

	Anecdotal records of observed advanced Level reasoning
	Special Achievements and Awards

	General Intellectual Ability observed
	Special Subject Area Portfolios

	
	Specific Academic Areas Observed




	Creative Thinking
	Visual and Performing Arts

	Teacher Checklists
	Auditions

	Cumulative Records
	Assessment by specialist or Professional Artist

	Parent Inventory
	Recommendations 

	Creativity Tests
	Portfolios (Art, Music, Dance, Drama)

	Anecdotal Records
	Talent Area Observed

	Student Products - inventions
	

	Originality, Fluency, Quality
	

	Creative Thinking Observed
	

	Student Checklist
	




	Leadership

	Teacher Checklists

	Cumulative Records

	Socio-gram

	Leadership Qualities Observed

	Parent Inventory

	Anecdotal Records

	Extra-curricular Activities Outside of School




Troy Area School District
Special Education for Gifted Students
Teacher GIEP Survey

To the Teacher:

The information in this document will be used to generate a Gifted Individualized Education Program (GIEP) for the coming school year.

Student’s Name:

Teacher’s Name:					Date:

Subject:					Grade Level of Instruction:

Current Grades:

PSSA Scores:

Other Assessments:



Work Habits		Basic		Proficient	Advanced	Beyond Grade Level

Class Attitude		Basic		Proficient	Advanced	Beyond Grade Level

Rate of Acquisition	5 – 6		3 – 4		1 – 2		Usually knows the
Compared to peers	attempts	attempts	attempts	subject content

Rate of Retention	5 – 6		3 – 4		1 – 2		Usually knows the
Compared to peers							subject content

Based on your observations does this student need special instruction through:

1.  Enrichment in this area of study					Yes	No
2.  Academic Acceleration in this area of study			Yes	No
3.  Both enrichment and acceleration in this area of study		Yes 	No

Other observations:




Troy Area School District
Special Education for Gifted Students
Parent GIEP Survey
To the Parent(s)/Guardian(s):

The information in this document will be used to generate a Gifted Individualized Education Program (GIEP) for the coming school year.

Child’s Name:  ______________________________________________

Parent(s)/Guardian(s) Name:  ___________________________________

Signatures/Date:  ________________________________/____________

Current Grade Assignment:  ____________________________________
	(If different for each subject please indicate)


Describe/list your child’s major interests, hobbies, extra-curricular activities: sports, art, music, scouts, etc.



Describe/list the things your child feels intense and/or curious about.



Describe the activities your child likes to participate in when not at school.



Describe the types of activities that frustrate your child.



Describe your child’s reading habits and patterns at home.



Describe the career choice your child might make at this time.



Describe other areas of need for your child.



Troy Area School District
Special Education for Gifted Students
Student GIEP Survey K-3

To the Student:

The information in this document will be used to generate a Gifted Individualized Education Program (GIEP) for the coming school year.

Name:  _____________________________________________________________

Date:  ____________________________  Current Grade Assignment:  __________

My five favorite things are:
1. _______________________________

2. _______________________________

3. _______________________________

4. _______________________________

5. _______________________________


I can’t wait to ____________________________________________________________

The most important thing I have ever learned is _________________________________

My favorite subject in school is ______________ because ________________________

My favorite thing to do at home is ____________________________________________

The thing I do best is ______________________________________________________

The most difficult thing I have ever had to do was _______________________________



My greatest fears are about _________________________________________________

The person I most admire is ________________ because _________________________



Troy Area School District
Special Education for Gifted Students
Student GIEP Survey 4-8
To the Student:

The information in this document will be used to generate a Gifted Individualized Education Program (GIEP) for the coming school year.

Name:  ___________________________________________________________

Signature/Date:  ____________________________________/_______________

Current Grade Assignment:  __________________________________________
	(If different for each subject please indicate)

What are your major interests: collections, hobbies, sports, art, music, scouts, etc.?


What are you most curious about? Why?


What challenges have you had in school?


What subjects are easy for you?


What activities do you participate in when you have free time at home?


What do you read regularly at home?


What career choices would you consider doing as an adult?


What do you do best? Why?


What would you like to do better? Why?


What do you want to learn more about? Why?



Troy Area School District
Special Education for Gifted Students
Student GIEP Survey 9-12

To the Student:

The information in this document will be used to generate a Gifted Individualized Education Program (GIEP) for the coming school year.

Name:  ___________________________________________________________

Signature/Date:  ____________________________________/_______________

Current Grade Assignment:  __________________________________________
	(If different for each subject please indicate)

Describe/list your major interests, hobbies, extra-curricular activities: sports, art, music, scouts, etc.


Describe the things that you are most curious about.


Describe the academic challenges you have experienced in school.


Describe/list the courses that require little or no studying for you.


Describe the activities that you participate in when not in school.


Describe the types of reading you do regularly that are not school related.


Describe/list the college/career choice you would consider making at this time.


Describe your greatest strength.


Describe an area of weakness that you would like to improve.


Describe an area of interest that you are enthusiastic about learning.


Troy Area School District
Special Education for Gifted Students
Characteristics in the Intellectual Domain
Academics
	_____		Comprehends well
	_____		Acquires knowledge quickly
	_____		Is highly motivated to learn
	_____		Communicates effectively in one or more languages
	_____		Achieves in one or more subjects beyond grade level
	_____		Likes the challenge of difficult problems and activities
Intellectual
	_____		Has a higher rate of retention
	_____		Displays a keen power of observation
	_____		Has a rich vocabulary in native language
	_____		Has a good sense of cause and cause/effect for age
	_____		Thinks on a more abstract or conceptual level for peers
	_____		Curious as indicated through the kind, frequency and depth of questions
Leadership
	_____		Can be assertive and dominant
	_____		Sometimes has a rebellious attitude
	_____		Is critical of self and/or others
	_____		Has a good sense of empathy or concern for others
	_____		Tends to direct activities when involved in a group
	_____		Is self-confident with a realistic sense of strength and weakness
Creative
	_____		Is a high risk-taker
	_____		Displays a keen sense of humor
	_____		Expressive (written and verbal)
	_____		Shows inventiveness and imagination
	_____		Generates a large number of ideas or solutions
	_____		Is individualistic ~ does not fear being different
Motivation
	_____		Is motivated to excel
	_____		Is easily bored with routine tasks
	_____		Becomes totally absorbed in areas of interest
	_____		Handles additional responsibilities outside of school
	_____		Is lackadaisical in completing and handing in assignments
	_____		Prefers to work independently and requires little direction
Visual/Performing Arts
	_____		Likes to produce original products
	_____		Loves to takes things apart and put back together
	_____		Demonstrates exceptional ability in physical activities
	_____		Is sensitive to artistic expression (visual and/or musical)
	_____		Becomes mentally and physically involved in hands-on activities
_____	Has ability to express feelings, thoughts and moods through art, dance, drama and/or music	

Troy Area School District
Special Education for Gifted Students



Section III:

Curriculum Goals

Service Delivery Options

Concepts and Generalities

Complex Thinking Strategies










Troy Area School District
Special Education for Gifted Students
Curriculum Goals

Program/Programming services for the gifted in Troy Area School District will address the specific learning needs of gifted students through but not limited to:

· Acceleration and Enrichment in the depth and breadth of students’ knowledge beyond, while aligned with the regular school curriculum, through differentiation of content, process, product and learning environment.
.
· Pacing Opportunities for learning that is commensurate with the students’ appropriate level of ability based on pre-assessment data.

· Critical Thinking processes to apply, analyze, synthesize and generate insight into meanings and interpretations; develop logical, rational/reasoning abilities, attain a credible, concise and authentic style of presentation, mode or argument.

· Creative Thinking processes in the areas of fluency, flexibility, originality, elaboration, complexity, curiosity and risk-taking to develop, novel, aesthetic, constructive ideas or products.

· Problem Solving processes to resolve a known or defined difficulty: assemble facts and additional information, suggest alternative solutions, test for appropriateness and provide solution checks for generalizations.

· Decision-Making processes to choose the best alternatives among several options, assemble information needed in topic areas, create goals, generate ideas, create action plans and generate responses and justifications.

· Life-long Learning skills development in; working with others, respect for diversity, effective communication, leadership, self-regulation of personal goals, perseverance and self-concept; strengths and weaknesses.

· Professional Staff Development training in understanding and challenging the gifted which is the responsibility of all involved in the students’ education.





Troy Area School District
Special Education for Gifted Students
Service Delivery Options

Troy Area School District will offer, based on student’s demonstrated strengths, needs and recommendations of the GMDT the following but not limited to:

Differentiated Instruction
Students with a need for special designed instruction may require adaptations and modifications of the regular education curriculum through one or more of the following:  Change pace/breadth/depth, Computer Programs, Tiered Assignments, Open-Ended Assignments, Simulations, Multiple texts and supplementary materials, High level questioning based on Bloom’s Taxonomy, and/or Tasks and products designed with a multiple intelligence orientation.

Cluster Grouping [In-class Flexible Grouping]
Students may be grouped together within regular education classroom, in pullout programs and across grade levels as needed based on ability and/or interest.

Classroom Centers
Students will be given the opportunity to delve into different interests and academic activities in the regular classroom.

Enrichment Units and Pullout Programs
Students will be provided with learning opportunities to expand their studies in small groups based on academics, interests and/or fine arts.

Curriculum Compacting
Students have demonstrated previous mastery of curriculum materials in a subject and need less time with the regular curriculum and require more time with extension and enrichment activities.

Cross-Age/Multi-Age Grouping
Students may participate in a cross-age/multi-age group on similar interests and abilities on a part-time basis when that student has mastered the skills presented or developed in the regular education classroom.

Independent Study
	Students engage in exploratory study or pursue closely defined in-depth projects.

Early Entrance to Kindergarten
	Students may enter Kindergarten at an early age based upon demonstrated need.

Subject-Matter Acceleration
Students may move through course work at a pace commensurate with demonstrated ability and mastery.

Grade Skipping
Students may be grade skipped based on academic need, assessment and/or on consensus of the GMDT.

Mentorship
Students may work with an assigned adult, having a particular expertise to pursue an independent study related to the student’s area of interest, need and ability.

Advanced Placement/Honors
Students may take Advanced Placement/Honors courses at any age based on advanced ability, need and mastery of prerequisite material by examination.

Credit by Examination
Students may be awarded credit for a class by “testing out” through examination of a “Curriculum Based Assessment” (CBA) on course content.  An advanced score (90% or higher) must be demonstrated.

Distance Learning
Students, identified with a need for special instruction, may participate in accredited courses offered by post-secondary institutions.

Dual Enrollment
Student may be enrolled concurrently in specific subject area studies or experiences, to earn credits toward graduation, at Troy Area Senior High School and an accredited college or university.

Early Graduation
Students may graduate early upon meeting the course/credit requirements.  The students will be able to participate in all graduation and school activities, including but not limited to, prom, athletics (following PIAA regulations), musical groups, drama and all other extra-curricular activities.

Diploma/Graduation
Students may choose to enroll as a full-time college student (at parent expense) prior to graduating from Troy.  The students may complete graduation requirements by passing the needed courses/credits with a “C” or better in order to be awarded a high school diploma.  The students may participate in all graduation and school activities, including, but not limited to, prom, musical groups, drama and all other extra-curricular activities.







Troy Area School District
Special Education for Gifted Students
Curriculum Concepts and Generalizations
The Curriculum will include units of study established on significant concepts and/or themes.  Selected generalizations and essential understandings will foster in-depth study leading to the development of essential questions and culminating activities.

Adaptation
· Adaptation implies both gains and losses for an organism or culture
· Adaptation increases an organism’s or culture’s chance of survival
· Organisms and cultures that adapt quickly, efficiently and appropriately secure a better chance of survival
· Successful adaptation requires a combination of flexibility, conformity and compromise

Change
· Change can happen in cycles and at different rates
· Change is often met with resistance
· Change creates a need for adaptation
· The speed of change affects how quickly organisms can adapt
· Change in one area often causes a ripple effect that brings about change elsewhere
· The opposing forces or resistance and cooperation influence change

Conflict
· Conflict is the struggle between opposing forces
· Conflict causes growth and destruction
· The opposite of conflict is balance or a state of equilibrium
· Conflict forces change

Culture
· All cultures have predictable elements
· There are similarities and unique qualities between various culture groups
· Understanding a culture helps one understand its members
· Ones culture plays a major role in shaping the person
· Cultures are characterized by their special ways of reacting to the environment

Points of View of Truth
· There is more than one point of view for an event
· The view one takes influences ones truth
· Ones point of view of truth can change over time and in different environments

Patterns
· Patterns are made up of parts
· Patterns involve repetition of parts
· Each pattern is govern by a rule or plan
· Patterns can be natural or human made
· Patterns can be simple or complex
· Patterns can help one predict

Perspective
· Perspective is subjective
· Perspective is not factual, yet not untrue
· Perspective is the basis of identity for communities, cultures and nations
· Perspective may be narrow or broad
· There are cycles of valuing and devaluing different perspectives throughout time and across cultures

Systems
· All systems have parts
· Parts in a system interact
· Rules govern the system
· There are positive and negative consequences from a modification of parts of a system





















Adaptation Source: Landrum, Mary, “Using Standards-Based Curriculum and Instruction to Challenge Gifted Students.” Presentation; Pennsylvania Association for Gifted Education (PAGE), King of Prussia, PA 2000













Troy Area School District
Special Education for Gifted Students
Curriculum Complex Thinking Strategies

The Curriculum provides for the development and ability to think.  This is central to the program/programming for the gifted students.  Thinking directs the action of learning toward tangible goals and products.

Creative Thinking:  involves a number of components that contribute to an unusual outcome of either process or product (originality, solutions, craftsmanship)
· Generating a quantity of ideas
· Changing ideas or concepts
· Exhibiting the unusual or unexpected
· Extending or expanding ideas
· Pursuing personal investigations
· Applying more complex experiences to a variety of tasks or concepts
· Questioning involves “What ifs and How many ways”

Critical Thinking:  involves a reasonable and reflective focus on what to believe or do (interpretations, evidence, formal proofs)
· Comparing and contrasting to identify quite similar or different properties
· Using logical reasoning to validate inferences and conclusions based on facts
· Identifying cause and effect to build coherent ideas
· Analyzing components to recognize individual parts
· Distinguishing between fact and opinion
· Judging for credibility of sources
· Questioning involves “How and Why”

Decision-Making:  involves making choices through guided operational procedures leading to resolutions (alternatives, honesty, connections)
· Choosing among options and alternatives
· Categorizing to generalize about attributes
· Comparing advantages and disadvantages
· Prioritizing appropriate information
· Verifying and justifying responses
· Questioning involves “Who and Why”

Problem-Solving:  involves using specific content-base information for a known or difficult to provide solutions or resolutions
· Classifying to determine common qualities, relationships and patterns
· Explaining and eliminating discrepancies
· Assembling facts
· Verifying for accuracy
· Suggesting alternatives
· Testing for and providing solutions or resolutions
· Questioning involves “Who, What, Where, When and How”
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Section IV:

K-12 Grade Level Curricula

Critical Thinking
Problem Solving
Creative Thinking
Decision-Making 
Research
Affective Domain
Leadership







Troy Area School District
Special Education for Gifted Students
Kindergarten Curriculum



	
Critical Thinking
	· Interprets new knowledge and shows connections to real world experience
· Predicts outcomes and possibilities that extended beyond the obvious
· Articulates concepts within disciplines

	
Problem Solving
	· Generates numerous solutions for real life situations
· Uses significant attribute characteristics to classify into multiple categories
· Asks “how do you know” questions in appropriate situations
· Recognizes patterns in the surrounding events and objects

	Creative Thinking
	· Utilizes brainstorming techniques, generate new ideas
· Creates alternate outcomes, scenarios, endings

	
Decision-Making
	· Makes and defends decisions
· Generates questions to guide own learning
· Uses timeline for completion of projects

	
Research
	· Develops and uses specialized vocabulary to express ideas within a discipline
· Reports information from developmentally appropriate resources
· Identifies resources to complete a goal

	Affective Domain
	· Identifies own special abilities
· Respects the worth and rights of others

	
Leadership
	· Contributes to the overall effort of the group
· Serves as a leader in groups
· Serves as a follower in groups













Troy Area School District
Special Education for Gifted Students
First Grade Curriculum


	
Critical Thinking
	· Draws conclusions from multiple reference points
· Collects data and predicts outcomes based on observations
· Articulates understanding of concepts across disciplines

	
Problem Solving
	· Identifies everyday problems and generates many solutions
· Identifies multiple perspectives related to a single solution
· Provides coherent answers when asked why one believes something to be true
· Identifies the similarities and differences using concrete criteria

	
Creative Thinking
	· Uses objects in new and different ways
· Adapts a single idea of material to many different uses
· Demonstrates fluency and flexibility in developing ideas

	
Decision-Making
	· Makes and defends decision about daily activities
· Sets standards and goals appropriate to ability level
· Generates timeline, use to complete project on time

	

Research
	· Develops and utilizes advanced vocabulary to express ideas and thinking
· Presents information gained through individual inquiry
· Compares information retrieved from developmentally appropriate resources
· Uses multiple sources to collect information

	
Affective Domain
	· Develops and practices an attitude that fosters success
· Demonstrates a sensitivity to the feelings of other people
· Listens to alternate points-of-view

	
Leadership
	· Demonstrates respect for others in the group
· Communicates ideas in a manner understood by others
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Special Education for Gifted Students
Second Grade Curriculum




	
Critical Thinking
	· Generates knowledge through the synthesis of multiple sources
1. Compares data from multiple perspectives
1. Makes generalizations among interdisciplinary content

	Problem Solving
	· Analyzes complex situations to determine problems
· Creates and applies multiple strategies to test predicted outcomes

	
Creative Thinking
	· Uses familiar objects in ways different from their intended purpose
1. Expands upon original ideas by adding appropriate detail
1. Demonstrates fluency, flexibility and originality in developing new ideas

	
Decision-Making
	· Makes and defends the best decision among alternatives that were considered
1. Sets standards and goals appropriate to ability level
1. Design steps for improving self organization

	
Research
	· Designs and uses questions as a data gathering device
1. Uses internet to collect data
1. Uses multiple sources in writing reports and/or authentic assessment projects

	Affective Domain
	· Discover abilities and limitations of others
· Recognize that all people experience success and failure

	
Leadership
	· Demonstrates respect for others in the group
1. Takes initiative when needed
1. Contributes to the development of the group goal
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Special Education for Gifted Students
Third Grade Curriculum

	
Critical Thinking
	· Justifies conclusions using logic
1. Critiques data, processes and ideas in ways that demonstrate insightfulness and complexity
1. Discovers generalizations across disciplines

	Problem Solving
	· Identifies everyday problems and generates questions which lead to reasonable solutions
· Determines reasonableness when comparing two or more possible solutions

	
Creative Thinking
	· Generates original solutions and designs
1. Demonstrates ability to think in many different directions/categories
1. Gives details and expands ideas
1. Demonstrates the willingness to take risks

	
Decision-Making
	· Sets standards and goals appropriate to ability level
1. Prepare a plan(s) to resolve a problem(s)
1. Study decisions that were made in terms of the alternatives that were considered

	
Research
	· Examines and uses artifacts as sources of data within disciplines
1. Uses Internet search engines to locate information
1. Designs surveys or questionnaires to conduct a research study
1. Determines characteristics of primary and secondary source data

	
Affective Domain
	· Identifies personal strengths and weaknesses
1. Develops and practices an attitude that fosters success
1. Identify one’s role as a member of various groups
1. Demonstrates perseverance relative to personal goals

	
Leadership
	· Helps the group establish goals
1. Accepts and offers constructive criticism (Effective responses to criticism are: acknowledgement, token agreement with critic and probing clarification)
1. Takes the initiative in interacting with others
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Fourth Grade Curriculum

	
Critical Thinking
	· Produces new theories through the synthesis of multiple sources of information and experiences
1. Makes recommendation based on analysis of complex data
1. Applies generalizations across disciplines

	
Problem Solving
	· Applies a solution to a problem(s) and evaluates its effectiveness
1. Compares different solutions stemming from a single problem to choose the better solution or create a compromise
1. Asks questions about objects, organisms and events

	Creative Thinking
	· Creates new works that reflect concepts, theories or approaches in a discipline
· Demonstrates being curious or open to many possibilities

	
Decision-Making
	· Identifies situations in which a decision(s) is required
1. Analyzes the cause of a mistake or failure and constructs a related action plan for improvement
1. Plans and conducts simple investigations
1. Takes action to implement a decision

	
Research
	· Compares and contrasts data gathered from primary and secondary sources
1. Creates and utilizes research questions based on Bloom’s Taxonomy
1. Utilizes Internet search engines and self-selected web sites to gather information

	
Affective Domain
	· Identifies one’s role as a member of various groups
1. Identifies personal strengths and needs
1. Establishes personal milestones
1. Maintains focus over a prolonged period of time when engaged in tasks

	
Leadership
	· Serves as a reporter for group activities
1. Establishes priorities necessary for constructive group interaction
1. Does NOT blame others for failure(s) within the group
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Special Education for Gifted Students
Fifth Grade Curriculum

	
Critical Thinking
	· Evaluates various forms of data for critical elements
1. Evaluates for credibility of data
1. Applies generalizations to real world issues
1. Participates in discussions based on Socratic Questioning Model

	
Problem Solving
	· Collects and organizes information to predict patterns and trends
1. Compares solutions arising from conflicting perspectives of a single problem 
1. Chooses and justifies a solution(s)

	
Creative Thinking
	· Uses strategies to generate and evaluate new ideas
1. Uses Morphological Analysis to create new products/ideas
1. Demonstrates tolerance for ambiguity, incongruities and open-minded problems by mixing components in new ways

	
Decision-Making
	· Analyzes important decisions made by people in the past
1. Identifies situations in one’s personal life in which a decision(s) was required
1. Analyzes personal decisions in terms of the options that were considered

	
Research
	· Designs and completes descriptive studies
1. Critiques studies from various data sources
1. Utilizes multiple, complex Internet search engines to gather data for research projects

	
Affective Domain
	· Understands the ways in which people are interdependent and how this influences one’s decisions and actions
1. Reflects upon personal decisions and the effects of those decisions
1. Displays friendliness to others
1. Acknowledges the strengths of others

	
Leadership
	· Differentiates between achievable and non-achievable goals
1. Challenges group decisions that are not working
1. Works well with different ability groups
1. Participates in discussions based on Socratic Questioning Model
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Sixth Grade Curriculum


	Critical Thinking
	· Determines and analyzes generalizations across disciplines
· Identifies how factors of time, place, climate and resources influence ideas and technology

	Problem Solving
	· Analyzes patterns and trends to determine critical elements and attributes
· Examines existing solutions for contemporary problems

	
Creative Thinking
	· Utilizes strategies of individual and group brainstorming
1. Uses a variety of forms to communicate complex ideas
1. Uses Random Input as a tool to make creative leaps

	
Decision-Making
	· Secures factual information needed to evaluate alternatives
1. Uses graphic organizers to study decisions involving a limited number of alternatives and criteria
1. Makes decisions based on the data and identified criteria

	
Research
	· Evaluates independent research using self-developed criteria
1. Utilizes annotated bibliographies to gather data for independent research
1. Creates power point to share the results of the research

	
Affective Domain
	· Compares and contrasts cultural values that may differ from one’s own
1. Explains how beliefs of a culture affect social, religious and ceremonial functions
1. Displays empathy for others
1. Displays a sense of personal direction and purpose

	
Leadership
	· Engages in active observing and listening
1. Uses 15 Minute Meeting strategy to guide a group to solution(s)/conclusion(s)
1. Leads group brainstorming sessions












Troy Area School District
Special Education for Gifted Students
Seventh Grade Curriculum

	Critical Thinking
	· Expands personal areas of inquiry in multiple disciplines
· Compares and analyzes multiple generalizations to determine critical attributes

	Problem Solving
	· Analyzes multiple patterns and trends to determine corresponding influences
· Analyzes and evaluates existing solutions to contemporary problems

	
Creative Thinking
	· Uses Concept Fans to gain new perspectives
1. Uses a Reframing Matrix to gain insight into different viewpoints
1. Uses Provocation as a strategy to generate creative ideas (Mindtools)
1. Utilizes the communication styles and language of the discipline to communicate original ideas

	
Decision-Making
	· Construct(s) plan(s) for Independent Study including goals, timeline, product plan and assessment methods
1. Identifies the values that are considered and the criteria to be used to make a selection among the alternatives
1. Makes decisions based on important criteria including; external features, performance and tradeoff

	
Research
	· Constructs annotated bibliographies that support independent research
1. Compares experimental and descriptive research designs of studies
1. Gathers data using complex databases

	
Affective Domain
	· Recognizes failure as a constructive part of the developmental process
1. Identifies the effects of failure and constructs a model for change
1. Provides feedback in a constructive manner
1. Sets goals for personal improvement

	
Leadership
	· Defines and assesses characteristics of good leadership
1. Identifies the strengths of others
1. Evaluates the overall progress of a group toward a goal
1. Works to satisfy the needs of the group
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Eighth Grade Curriculum

	
Critical Thinking
	· Analyze principles and theories using the language of the discipline
1. Selects and uses appropriate tools or processes to clarify and justify ideas and concepts
1. Examines and evaluates systems

	Problem Solving
	· Collects and organizes information to predict patterns and trends across disciplines
· Examines complexity of self through comparisons to outside structure and systems

	
Creative Thinking
	· Practices “DO IT!” strategies as a process for creativity
1. Creates original work(s) in self selected discipline(s)
1. Creates presentations enhanced by visuals and media in any discipline

	
Decision-Making
	· Uses planning skills to carry out personal or group projects (physics fair, family event, diversity project)
1. Identifies situations in the community in which decisions are required
1. Identifies alternatives that were considered and the criteria used to make decisions
1. Selects an activity/location(s) for specific community service project(s)

	
Research
	· Compares studies retrieved from multiple databases
1. Compares historical and descriptive research studies across disciplines
1. Selects topics of interest and composes written and oral presentations

	
Affective Domain
	· Demonstrates strategies for identifying and controlling stress
1. Seeks information non-defensively
1. Provides feedback in a constructive manner
1. Uses appropriate voice tone

	
Leadership
	· Identifies practices in a group that are not working
1. Identifies causes of conflict in a group
1. Works well with different ethnic groups
1. Enlists others in working toward a shared vision
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Special Education for Gifted Students
Ninth Grade Curriculum

	Critical Thinking
	· Analyzes knowledge and skills gained through peripheral learning to determine applicability and usefulness
1. Identifies and analyzes generalizations, principles and theories across disciplines

	Problem Solving
	· Evaluates historical solutions to problems resulting from patterns and trends across disciplines
1. Defines real world problems and selects tools/strategies to invent/uncover and evaluate workable solutions

	

Creative Thinking
	· Creates new solutions to real world problems
1. Draws upon existing information, expands upon existing structures, develops new ideas in unusual and unique ways
1. Demonstrates risk-taking ability; sharing original thoughts, tackling new problems and inquisitiveness in figuring it out personally
1. Presents original ideas to an expert audience

	
Decision-Making
	· Describes personal thinking skills and strategies (metacognition): what is known, needs to be known, plan for producing data, plan of action, sequence of problem solving, assumptions being worked on and review of criteria
1. Uses a decision-making matrix to make or study decisions involving a number of alternative and associated criteria

	Research
	· Critiques studies retrieved from complex databases
· Determines appropriate research designs for research in multiple disciplines

	
Affective Domain
	· Defines characteristics of risk-takers
1. Assesses self as a risk-taker
1. Generates a plan to finesse risk taking strategies
1. Reacts to ideas rather than to the person presenting ideas

	
Leadership
	· Investigates skills required for public speaking, analyze skills and characteristics of renowned orators
1. Deals with causes of conflict in a group
1. Determines seriousness of conflicts in a group
1. Identifies goals important to opponents








Troy Area School District
Special Education for Gifted Students
Tenth Grade Curriculum

	Critical Thinking
	· Applies peripheral learning to multiple content areas
1. Engages in systems thinking
1. Determines representative ideas that lead to the main features of a discipline

	Problem Solving
	· Generates and evaluates original solutions to real world problems
· Analyzes the strengths and limitations of cognitive processes used by individuals

	
Creative Thinking
	· Creates unique works in discipline of choice and presents in a public forum
1. Demonstrates the motivation to work at the edge of one’s competences 
1. Exhibits a precise, intense and prolonged focus that produces results

	
Decision-Making
	· Establishes long range and short range goals with evaluation on results
· Analyzes current or pending decisions that can effect local, state or national policy and identifies the possible consequences of the alternatives

	
Research
	· Compares research designs of studies across disciplines to determine and utilize an appropriate design for independent study
1. Triangulates data to support research conclusions
1. Prepares and delivers a presentation(s) of original research enhanced by visuals and media in any discipline

	

Affective Domain
	· Exhibits self-directedness by self-modifying, self-managing and self-monitoring
1. Recognizes the roles and characteristics of creative and productive individuals in the evolution of significant change
1. Projects the role of one’s self as an agent of change now and in the future
1. Uses nonverbal communication such as eye contact and body position

	

Leadership
	· Initiates and facilitates a group discussion using Socratic Questioning
1. Identifies guidelines and rules for discussion
1. Evaluates the overall progress on a group toward a goal
1. Communicates in a manner that does not irritate others









Troy Area School District
Special Education for Gifted Students
Eleventh Grade Curriculum

	
Critical Thinking
	· Determines and explains representative ideas within multiple professional fields
1. Uses systems thinking to analyze information across disciplines
1. Determines specific influences on culture and perspectives

	
Problem Solving
	· Generates, evaluates and applies solutions to real world problems
1. Predicts patterns and trends across disciplines to identify potential problems of the future
1. Confronts question with multiple answers

	
Creative Thinking
	· Develops original ideas involving intellectual and global issues
1. Demonstrates ability to take risks and trust in personal standards
1. Think outside-the-box in developing original ideas

	

Decision-Making
	· Identifies real world problems, research historical solutions, evaluate effectiveness of solutions
1. Analyzes decisions that were turning points in history and describe how things would have been different if other alternatives had been selected
1. Uses graphic organizers to evaluate attributes, positive and negative, of various alternatives within a decision

	
Research
	· Compares statistical analyses contained in multiple studies
· Determine authentic applicability and impact of multiple research studies

	
Affective Domain
	· Identifies external and internal factors that affect one’s self-concept
1. Identifies how one’s self-concept affects emotions and motivational level
1. Identifies key accomplishments and successes in life
1. Identifies desired future accomplishments

	
Leadership
	· Demonstrates roles of leadership in a variety of situations
1. Resolves conflicts of interest in student-centered Socratic dialogue
1. Identifies individual vs. group interests in conflicts
1. Identifies an explicit strategy to deal with conflict
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Twelfth Grade Curriculum

	
Critical Thinking
	· Interprets how discoveries, ideas, knowledge and inventions impact culture and perspectives
1. Explains generalizations, principles and theories within professional fields
1. Assesses issues, processes, systems and theories to arrive at informed conclusions

	
Problem Solving
	· Predicts patterns and trends within disciplines, determines implications and generates solutions to impending problems
· Identifies explicit criteria for evaluating goals

	
Creative Thinking
	· Demonstrates creative insights, reasonable predictions and workable solutions to real world problems
1. Exhibits the qualities of a creative thinker, explores diverse points-of-view, is open-minded in personal thinking and has an intense desire to achieve a goal
1. Publishes or exhibits results of an original long-term study/project

	Decision-Making
	· Plans, researches and implements a community improvement or awareness project
· Evaluates major factors that influence personal decisions

	
Research
	· Employs statistical analyses to support conclusions drawn from independent research
1. Applies a professional format for conducting original research
1. Evaluates the results of original research to determine authentic applicability and impact

	
Affective Domain
	· Demonstrates willingness to admit to a mistake
1. Identifies personal motivational patterns
1. Develops an inventory of wants vs. needs
1. Shows affective growth through autonomy, self-motivation, valuing diversity and appreciating learning as an on-going, life-fulfilling strategy

	
Leadership
	· Identifies and uses strengths of others
1. Keeps requests simple
1. Determines the seriousness of conflicts
1. Establishes the guidelines for negotiating
1. Adjusts tone and content to accommodate the audience
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