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Virginia Board of Education Diploma 

Types

 Advanced Studies Diploma

 Standard Diploma

 Applied Studies Diploma



Advanced Studies Diploma for students 

entering the ninth grade for the first time 

in 2011-2012 through 2017-2018

 26 Standard Unit of Credits

 Nine Verified Units of Credits

 Three years of one foreign language or two years 

of two foreign languages

 One credit in Fine or Performing Arts and one in 

Career or Technical Education Electives

 Economics and Personal Finance





Additional Requirements for Graduation for 

students entering the ninth grade for the 

first time in 2011-2012 through 2017-2018
 Virtual Learning - Students shall successfully complete one virtual course, which 

may be a noncredit-bearing course, or may be a course required to earn this 

diploma that is offered online. 

 Training in emergency first aid, cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR), and the 

use of automated external defibrillators (AED) - Beginning with first-time ninth-

grade students in the 2016–2017 school year, students shall be trained in 

emergency first aid, cardiopulmonary resuscitation, and the use of automated 

external defibrillators, including hands-on practice of the skills necessary to 

perform cardiopulmonary resuscitation. Students with an IEP or 504 Plan that 

documents that they cannot successfully complete this training shall be granted a 

waiver from this graduation requirement, as provided in 8VAC20-131-420 B. 

https://law.lis.virginia.gov/admincode/title8/agency20/chapter131/section420/


Advanced Studies Diploma for students 

entering the ninth grade for the first time 

in 2018-2019 and beyond

 26 Standard Unit of Credits

 Five Verified Units of Credits

 Three years of one foreign language or two years 

of two foreign languages

 One credit in Fine or Performing Arts and one in 

Career or Technical Education Electives

 Economics and Personal Finance





Additional Requirements for Graduation 

for students entering the ninth grade for 

the first time in 2018-2019 and beyond

 Advanced Placement, Honors, or International Baccalaureate Course or Career and 

Technical Education Credential - In accordance with the Standards of Quality, 

students shall either (i) complete an Advanced Placement, honors, or International 

Baccalaureate course or (ii) earn a career and technical education credential 

approved by the board, except when a career and technical education credential 

in a particular subject area is not readily available or appropriate or does not 

adequately measure student competency, in which case the student shall receive 

satisfactory competency-based instruction in the subject area to satisfy the 

advanced studies diploma requirements. The career and technical education 

credential, when required, could include the successful completion of an industry 

certification, a state licensure examination, a national occupational competency 

assessment, or the Virginia workplace readiness assessment.

 Virtual Course - Students shall successfully complete one virtual course, which 

may be a non-credit-bearing course or a required or elective credit-bearing course 

that is offered online. 



Additional Requirements for Graduation 

for students entering the ninth grade for 

the first time in 2018-2019 and beyond

 Training in emergency first aid, cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR), and the use 

of automated external defibrillators (AED) - Students shall be trained in 

emergency first aid, CPR, and the use of AED, including hands-on practice of the 

skills necessary to perform cardiopulmonary resuscitation. Students with an IEP or 

504 Plan that documents that they cannot successfully complete this training shall 

be granted a waiver from this graduation requirement, as provided in 8VAC20-131-

420 B. 

 Demonstration of the five Cs - Students shall acquire and demonstrate 

foundational skills in critical thinking, creative thinking, collaboration, 

communication, and citizenship in accordance with the Profile of a Virginia 

Graduate approved by the board.



Standard Diploma for students entering the 

ninth grade for the first time in 2018-2019 

and beyond

 22 Standard Unit of Credits

 Five Verified Units of Credits

 At Least Two Sequential Electives

 Economics and Personal Finance

 One Virtual Course

 One CTE Credential





Additional Requirements for Graduation 

for students entering the ninth grade for 

the first time in 2018-2019 and beyond
 Advanced Placement, Honors, or International Baccalaureate Course or Career 

and Technical Education Credential - In accordance with the Standards of 

Quality, students shall either (i) complete an Advanced Placement, honors, or 

International Baccalaureate course, or (ii) earn a career and technical education 

credential approved by the board, except when a career and technical education 

credential in a particular subject area is not readily available or appropriate or 

does not adequately measure student competency, in which case the student shall 

receive satisfactory competency-based instruction in the subject area to satisfy 

the standard diploma requirements. The career and technical education 

credential, when required, could include the successful completion of an industry 

certification, a state licensure examination, a national occupational competency 

assessment, or the Virginia workplace readiness assessment.

 Virtual Course - Students shall successfully complete one virtual course, which 

may be a non-credit-bearing course or a required or elective credit-bearing  

course that is offered online.



Additional Requirements for Graduation 

for students entering the ninth grade for 

the first time in 2018-2019 and beyond
 Training in emergency first aid, cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR), and the 

use of automated external defibrillators (AED) - Students shall be trained in 

emergency first aid, CPR, and the use of AED, including hands-on practice of the 

skills necessary to perform cardiopulmonary resuscitation. Students with an IEP or 

504 Plan that documents that they cannot successfully complete this training shall 

be granted a waiver from this graduation requirement, as provided in         

8VAC20-131-420 B.

 Demonstration of the five Cs - Students shall acquire and demonstrate 

foundational skills in critical thinking, creative thinking, collaboration, 

communication, and citizenship in accordance with the Profile of a Virginia 

Graduate approved by the board.

https://law.lis.virginia.gov/admincode/title8/agency20/chapter131/section420/


Standard Diploma for students entering the 

ninth grade for the first time in 2011-2012 

through 2017-2018

 22 Standard Unit of Credits

 Five Verified Units of Credits

 At Least Two Sequential Electives

 Economics and Personal Finance

 One Virtual Course

 One CTE Credential





Additional Information for Students 

Entering Ninth Grade for the First Time in 

2011-2012 through 2017-2018
 For students entering the ninth-grade class for the first time in 2013-2014 and 

beyond: Students shall successfully complete one virtual course, which may be a 

noncredit-bearing course or a required or elective credit-bearing course that is 

offered online.

 For students entering the ninth-grade class for the first time in 2016-2017 and 

beyond: Students shall be trained in emergency first aid, cardiopulmonary 

resuscitation, and the use of automated external defibrillators, including hands-on 

practice of the skills necessary to perform cardiopulmonary resuscitation. Students 

with an Individualized Education Program (IEP) or 504 Plan that documents that 

they cannot successfully complete this training shall be granted a waiver from this 

graduation requirement, as provided in 8VAC20-131-420 B.

https://law.lis.virginia.gov/admincode/title8/agency20/chapter131/section420/


Applied Studies Diploma

 The Applied Studies Diploma is a diploma option available 

to students identified as having a disability who complete 

the requirements of their individualized education 

programs (IEPs) and meet certain requirements prescribed 

by the Board of Education pursuant to regulations, but do 

not meet the requirements for any named diploma.

 While considered a Virginia diploma, this may impact 

financial aid if remedial courses are needed. 



Verified Credits Are Required For A 

Standard or Advanced Studies Diploma

 Students may earn verified credits needed for their diploma by:

 Passing an EOC SOL test with a score of 400 or higher

 Achieving a VDOE determined cut score or higher on an approved 

substitute test

 Meeting eligibility criteria for a locally awarded verified credit

 Passing/has passed the course

 Took the SOL test twice, with one score between 375-399

 Submission of documentation of content mastery to a review 

panel



ASSESSMENT CHANGES AND OPTIONS

Implementation of Every Student 

Succeeds Act (ESSA) 

Changes to Virginia’s Standards 

of Accreditation 

Changes to Assessment 

Administration beginning 

2018-2019



Assessment Changes For All Students

Effective immediately, high school students only need to take an SOL test if they require          

the resulting verified credit for their diploma or if the test is federally mandated.

Federally Mandated: State Required:

 EOC Reading EOC Reading, Math & Science

 EOC Math EOC Writing

 EOC Science EOC History

Previously, high school students were required to take an SOL test if one was associated          

with their course, regardless of whether they needed the resulting verified credit.

This change, coupled with the decrease in verified credits, results in less testing                  

for all students.



Federal Accountability
ESSA requires that states identify one specific high school test that will be used to                 

calculate federal pass rates and student participation. This data is reflected in the School                

Quality Profile on VDOE’s website.

Virginia Selected:

 EOC Reading

 EOC Math (Algebra I or Algebra II or Geometry) or AP, IB, SAT, ACT*

 EOC Science (Biology)

There is an expectation that all high school students will take the Biology SOL test even if         

they have already earned the verified credit they require from passing the Earth Science            

SOL test.

There is an expectation that all 9th grade students will take an EOC Math SOL test even                  

if they have already earned the verified credit they require from passing Algebra I                     

while in middle school.



Federal Accountability Cont’d.

 If a middle school student successfully completes a high school level math course 

(in middle school) and passes the SOL test, they have earned the 1 verified credit 

they require in mathematics for a standard or advanced studies diploma.

 Per the Standards Of Accreditation, the student would not have to take any more 

math SOL tests because they earned the necessary verified credit.

 However, per ESSA, the student must still be assessed in mathematics once they 

enter high school. 

 The student would be expected to take the EOC Math SOL test that corresponds to 

their math course in grade 9. 

 If a student completed Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra II in middle school, they 

would be expected to use their SAT or AP test to meet federal accountability 

requirements.



EOC Writing

 The Standards of Accreditation allow school divisions to choose between offering 

the EOC Writing SOL test or offering a Performance Based Assessment (PBA)

 Divisions must make a choice and may not offer both.

 Student work samples are collected during grades 9-11 and scored by the division, 

using Virginia Department of Education training materials and scoring rubrics. 

 Students who achieve proficiency are awarded a verified credit for their standard 

or advanced studies diploma, just as if they passed the EOC Writing SOL test.

 Substitute tests (WorkKeys) remain an option for students even if the PBA is 

selected.



Assessment Options-
Instruction Determines Assessment

 SOL Tests with or without accommodations –Standard or Advanced Studies Diploma

 VAAP –Applied studies diploma or certificate of completion 

 Board-approved substitute tests:  

http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/substitute_tests/index.shtml

 WorkKeys

 Students must be offered the EOC Reading SOL test prior to taking the WorkKeys

test. Parent must permit or refuse testing for the EOC Reading SOL test

http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/substitute_tests/index.shtml


Accommodations

 Available for state and federally required tests

 Intended to allow for meaningful engagement with an assessment, not enhance 

performance

 Should be implemented instructionally prior to use in assessment

 VDOE/Vendor does set rules for eligibility that must be followed, but there may be 

a pathway for unique accommodations

 The College Board must review and approve test accommodations –SSD 

Coordinator at your high school, also varies for CTE tests/certifications

 Should be discussed at least annually during the IEP/504/EL Team meeting and 

documented

 Contact your School Test Coordinator and/or your child’s Case Manager for more 

information



Credit Accommodations

Credit accommodations provide alternatives for students with disabilities in         

earning the standard diploma and verified credits required to graduate with a    

Standard Diploma.

Credit accommodations for students with disabilities may include:

 Alternative courses to meet the standard credit requirements

 Modifications to the requirements for locally awarded verified credits

 Additional tests approved by the Board of Education for earning verified credits

 Adjusted cut scores on tests for earning verified credits

 Allowance of work-based learning experiences through career and technical education          

(CTE) courses





Special Permission Credit Accommodation 

for Locally Awarded Verified Credit

 The Special Permission Credit Accommodation for 

Locally Awarded Verified Credit was added to 

provide those students with disabilities who 

previously might have used the Virginia Substitute 

Evaluation Program (VSEP) with a pathway to earn 

the necessary locally awarded verified credits to 

obtain a standard diploma.



Process to Consider a Credit 

Accommodations for Students with IEPs



VDOE CREDIT ACCOMMODATION 

INFORMATION

http://www.doe.virginia.gov/instructi

on/graduation/credit_accommodations

.shtml

http://www.doe.virginia.gov/instruction/graduation/credit_accommodations.shtml


Planning Together

 Make an appointment with your child’s counselor and case manager

 Utilize Transition Teachers at each high school

 Ask for  Academic and Career Plan, if you have not seen it

 Ask about plans for each year

 Ask about course selection options each year

 Ask about credit accommodations







DISCUSSION


