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Freedom 7 Elementary School of International Studies
An International Baccalaureate World School

Kathryn Lott, Principal Lisa Megown, Assistant Principal

Dear Freedom 7 family and friends!

This week our Freedom 7 Science Fair was held. Thank you to all who came out to interview and speak to our
young scientists. It was great seeing our parents, family members, past students, and community members
talking to students about science, nurturing their curiosity and developing critical thinking skills. You have all
inspired a sense of wonder and awe, motivating our students to continue to explore and appreciate the science
around them. A list of school level winners to follow in this newsletter. Congratulations to all!!! District bid
winners will be announced in next week's newsletter.

One more week.....

December 15- Kindergarten Holiday Show - 9:30 AM in the cafeteria. Be sure to arrive early enough to sign in
with your ID at the front office. We will start issuing badges at 8:30 so that you can walk through the gates right
at 9:00.

December 18- Beginning Strings Concert @ 6:00 PM in the cafeteria

December 19- SAC Meeting @ 4:15 Grades 1-3 Concert @ 5:00 in the cafeteria

December 20- EARLY DISMISSAL 2:15 - Carol at the Avenue- Intermediate Strings @ 6:00 PM Viera, Florida
December 21- EARLY DISMISSAL 2:15

December 22- EARLY DISMISSAL 2:15- Spreading Holiday Cheer!- - Students may wear their holiday shirts,

hats, socks, jingles, jewelry, etc., with their bottoms of choice. Please be sure they wear school appropriate
shoes for safety (sneakers highly recommended).

This holiday season, no matter what your religion is, please take a moment to reflect on why it's better than all
the other ones. ~ Guy Endore Kaiser

Kathy

400 Fourth Street South, Cocoa Beach, Florida 32931
Telephone: 321-868-6610 Fax: 321-877-0931 https://www.brevardschools.org/Freedom7ES

Freedom 7 Elementary School of International Studies, an International Baccalaureate Primary Years Programme School, provides a quality public education
with a rigorous and relevant transdisciplinary curriculum. Students are encouraged to become critical and open-minded thinkers, lifelong learners and com-
passionate world citizens who respect cultural diversity and take action to better our world.
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First grade is having Career Day on Tuesday, February 13th, 2024, from 12:15-2:15. We are looking for parents
from any grade to come into the classroom and teach students about your occupation. This will be done in a
small group setting, with all 55 students eventually rotating through your station. We anticipate each rotation
to be approximately 10 minutes.

If you are interested in coming, please fill out the following and return to the front office or email to
haring.chelsea@brevardschools.org by Friday, January 26, 2024.

Name:

Occupation:

Email address and/or phone number:

You may bring items to show and aid in your presentation. Please list below what items you would like to
bring:

Students will come prepared with some questions of their own, but also please make sure you touch on the
following:

How is your job connected to other jobs?
How is your job connected to the neighborhood community?
How is your job connected to the global community?

Do you offer a good or a service? A need or a want?

Please note, we can only accommodate a certain number of people and want to avoid duplicate jobs. We will
inform everyone interested by Wednesday, January 31, 2024, if we are able to have you.

Thank you for your willingness to help inform first grade of all the various jobs in our area!
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Winter Break

Reading Bingo
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FREEDOM 7

HOLIDAY PIE ORDERS
vailable for pickup December 21, 2023

Last Day to Order December 18, 2023

Name:
Cash
Check

MyPaymentPlus

PUMPKIN S9

APPLE CRISP $9

Contact Katlyn Rellmann

Reilmann.katlyn@brevardschools.org



Dear Parent/Guardian,

The Florida Assessment of Student Thinking (FAST) is a progress monitoring system that is administered
three times per year to track your student’s progress in learning the Benchmarks of Excellent Student
Thinking (B.E.S.T.) Standards throughout this school year. The purpose of this letter is to inform you that
your student will participate in the first administration (PM 1) of the Grades 3-6 Florida Assessment of
Student Thinking (FAST) ELA Reading and Mathematics assessments on the sessions of the following
days:

e Wednesday, January 10", 2024 - Reading

e Tuesday, January 16", 2024- Math

Please make an effort for your student to be present in school on these two important days of state-
wide testing.

Your student’s results from PM2 are for informational purposes only, and you will be provided with
information about how to access the results after testing is completed.

FAST assessments are computer-adaptive tests taken on a computer or tablet. The questions get easier or
more difficult depending on how the student responds, and each student will see different questions from
a common item bank. Each test attempt (PM1, PM2, and PM3) will present 35-40 items that will cover
the entire test “blueprint,” meaning students will encounter items representative of the standards within
the subject or grade level. For more information on the test design, please visit
https://www.fldoe.org/accountability/assessments/k-12-student-assessment/best/. If you or your student
would like to interact with the online testing platform or review FAST ELA Reading and Mathematics
sample items at home, sample test materials are available at https:/flfast.org/families.html.

Please review the following policies with your student before testing:

e Electronic Devices—Students are not permitted to access any electronic devices, including, but
not limited to, cell phones, smartphones, and smartwatches, at any time during testing or during
breaks (e.g., restroom). If your student is found with an electronic device or is found using
Bluetooth/wireless headphones/earbuds during testing, his or her test may be invalidated.

e Calculator Policy—For Grades 7-8 FAST Mathematics, approved handheld scientific
calculators may be used. For Grade 6 FAST Mathematics, a handheld four-function calculator
may be used.

e Testing Rules Acknowledgment— All tests include a Testing Rules Acknowledgment that
reads: “I understand the testing rules that were just read to me. If | do not follow these rules, my
test score may be invalidated.” Prior to testing, test administrators read the rules to students, and
students acknowledge that they understand the testing rules by clicking the box in the secure
browser indicating they understand the testing rules.

e Discussing Test Content after Testing— The last portion of the testing rules read to students
before they click the box to accept the Testing Rules Acknowledgment states that because the
content of all statewide assessments is secure, students may not discuss or reveal details about the
test content (including test items and passages) after the test. This includes any type of electronic
communication, such as texting, emailing, or posting to social media sites. Please make sure your


https://www.fldoe.org/accountability/assessments/k-12-student-assessment/best/
https://flfast.org/families.html

e student understands this policy prior to testing and remind them that “discussing” test content
includes any kind of electronic communication, such as texting, emailing, posting to social media,

e or sharing online. While students may not share information about secure test content after
testing, this policy is not intended to prevent students from discussing their testing
experiences with their parents/families.

e Working Independently—Students are responsible for doing their own work during the test and
for protecting their answers from being seen by others. If students are caught cheating during
testing, their tests will be invalidated.

e Testing Accommodations—If your student has an Individual Education Plan (IEP), a Section
504 Plan, or is an English Language Learner (ELL) or a recently exited ELL, please contact the
school to discuss any testing accommodations that will be provided for your student.

If you have any questions related to this test administration, you may contact Lisa Megown, Assistant
Principal at Megown.lisa@brevardschools.org

For more information about the FAST program, please visit the portal at FLFAST .org.

Thank you for supporting your student and encouraging him or her to do his or her best during this test
administration.

Sincerely,

Kathryn Lott
Principal
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Estimados padres de familia/tutores:

La Evaluacién del razonamiento estudiantil de la Florida FAST (Florida Assessment of Student Thinking,
FAST) es un sistema que ayuda a monitorear el avance en la ensefianza y se administrara tres veces al
afio para observar el progreso de su estudiante en el aprendizaje de los indicadores de referencia de un
razonamiento estudiantil de excelencia (Benchmarks for Excellent Student Thinking, B.E.S.T.) durante
este curso escolar. El propdsito de esta carta es informarle que su estudiante participara en la primera
administracién (PM1) del grado’s 3-6 evaluacidn(es) Florida Assessment of Student Thinking (FAST) ELA
de Lectura (Reading) Matematicas (and Mathematics)] el

e Wednesday, January 10" 2024 - Reading
e Thursday, January 16™ 2024- Math

Los resultados del PM2 de su estudiante se utilizan solo para fines informativos y se le proporcionara
informacién sobre cémo acceder a los resultados una vez completadas las pruebas.

Las evaluaciones FAST son pruebas adaptativas que se toman en una computadora o tableta. Las
preguntas se vuelven mas faciles o dificiles en dependencia de cémo responda el alumno y cada alumno
vera diferentes preguntas de un banco comun de elementos. Cada intento de prueba (PM1, PM2 y PM3)
presentard de 35 a 40 elementos que cubriran todo el "plan de contenido" de la prueba, lo que significa
que los estudiantes encontraran elementos representativos de los indicadores dentro de la materia o
nivel de grado. Para obtener mas informacion sobre el disefio de la prueba, por favor, visite:
https://www.fldoe.org/accountability/assessments/k-12-student-assessment/best/. Si usted o su
estudiante desean interactuar con la plataforma de pruebas en linea o revisar los materiales y pruebas
de practica de FAST ELA de Lectura [y Matematicas (and Mathematics)] en su hogar, los mismos estan
disponibles en https://flfast.org/families.html.

Por favor, revise las siguientes politicas con su estudiante antes de que tome la prueba:

e Dispositivos electronicos: A los estudiantes no se les permite el acceso a ningln dispositivo
electrdnico, entre otros, los teléfonos celulares, los teléfonos y relojes inteligentes, en ningln
momento durante la prueba o durante los descansos (por ejemplo, en los servicios/aseos). Si se
encuentra a su estudiante con algln dispositivo electrénico o usando Bluetooth/auriculares
inaldambricos/auriculares durante la prueba, su prueba puede quedar anulada.

e Politica para el uso de calculadoras: Para la prueba FAST de Matematicas de los grados 7-8, se
proporcionaran calculadoras cientificas portatiles aprobadas. Para la prueba FAST de
Matematicas del 6~ grado, se proporcionard una calculadora portatil de cuatro funciones.

e Aceptacion de la politica de exdmenes: Todas las pruebas incluyen un reconocimiento de las
politicas de la prueba que declara: "Entiendo las reglas de la prueba que me acaban de leer. Si no
sigo estas reglas, la puntuacidon de mi prueba puede quedar anulada”. Antes de la prueba, los
administradores de esta leen las reglas a los estudiantes, los cuales deben aceptar que
comprenden dichas reglas haciendo clic en la casilla en el navegador seguro que indica que
entienden las reglas de prueba.
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e Divulgacion del contenido de las pruebas una vez que hayan concluido: La ultima seccion de las
reglas de la prueba se lee a los estudiantes antes de que firmen para aceptar que comprenden las
reglas de la prueba, las cuales establecen que debido a que el contenido de todas las evaluaciones
estatales es confidencial, los estudiantes no pueden dialogar ni revelar detalles sobre el contenido
de la prueba (incluidos los elementos y pasajes de la prueba) al concluir la misma. Esto incluye
cualquier tipo de comunicacion electrénica, como mensajes de texto, correos electrénicos o
publicaciones en sitios de redes sociales. Por favor, asegurese de que su estudiante comprenda
esta politica antes de tomar la prueba y recuérdele que "dialogar" sobre el contenido de la prueba
incluye cualquier tipo de comunicacion electrénica como mensajes de texto, correos electrénicos,
publicaciones en redes sociales o compartir en linea. Si bien los estudiantes no pueden compartir
informacion sobre el contenido confidencial de la prueba después de tomar la misma, esta
politica no pretende evitar que los estudiantes hablen sobre sus experiencias en la prueba con
sus padres/familias.

e Examinarse de forma independiente: Los estudiantes son responsables de realizar su propia
prueba y de proteger sus respuestas de manera que otros no las vean. Si algun estudiante es
sorprendido haciendo trampa durante la prueba, la prueba sera anulada.

e Adaptaciones para las pruebas— Si su estudiante tiene un Plan de Educacién Individual
(Individual Education Plan, IEP), un Plan de la Seccidn 504, o es un Aprendiz del Idioma Inglés
English Language Learner, ELL) o un ELL recientemente egresado de dicho programa, por favor,
comuniquese con la escuela para analizar las adaptaciones para las pruebas que se
proporcionardn a su estudiante.

Si tiene alguna pregunta relacionada con la administracién de esta prueba, puede comunicarse con [] en
Lisa Megown, Assistant Principal at Megown.lisa@brevardschools.org
Para obtener mas informacidn sobre el programa FAST, por favor, visite el portal en FLFAST.org.

Gracias por apoyar a su estudiante y animarlo/a a dar lo mejor de si mismo/a durante la administracion
de esta prueba.

Atentamente,

Kathryn Lott
Principal
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