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• Mr. Bobby Pruett, Principal

• Mrs. Kelly Bombriant, Assistant Principal of 
Curriculum

• Ms. Vanessa Matthews, Class of 2024 Counselor

• Mr. Greg Smith, College and Career Specialist



Senior Year Timeline: Fall

• Narrow college list to 5-7 schools

• Note deadlines (And be ahead of them)

• Begin applications (Common App v. Institutional)

• Request Letters of Recommendation (If required)

• Take/retake ACT/SAT (If necessary)

• Apply to Bright Futures

• Keep sharpening (academics, extra-curriculars, 
etc.)



Choosing a College

Consider

• Talents

• Skills

• Interests

• Goals

Choose

• Narrow 
selection to 5-7 
schools

• Dream to likely

Research

• Self-Assessment
• School website 
• Tour potential 

colleges
• College visits
• College fairs



Choosing a College

Consider
• Type of Institution
• Location
• Selectivity
• Majors / Areas of Study
• Student Life
• Costs
• Application Process



Choosing a College



Choosing a College

Florida Shines 
 www.floridashines.org
Webinars
• Explore
• Apply
• Fund 

http://www.floridashines.org/


Choosing a College

BigFuture
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/ 

Quizzes
• Career
• College
• Scholarship

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/


Applying for College

Can’t make the 26th?

North Area Fair at

Space Coast High School

September 25th

6:00 – 8:00 pm
(If you cannot make the 26th)



Applying for College: Terms

• Early Action (EA) v Early Decision (ED)

• An option to submit an application to your first-choice college before the regular deadline. 
When you apply early decision, you get an admission decision earlier than usual. Early 
decision plans are binding. You agree to enroll in the college immediately if admitted and 
offered a financial aid package that meets your needs. 

• Priority Date or Deadline

• The date by which your application—whether it's for college admission, student housing, 
or financial aid—must be received to be given the strongest consideration.

• Rolling Admission

• An admission policy of considering each application as soon as all required information 
(such as high school records and test scores) has been received, rather than setting an 
application deadline and reviewing applications in a batch. Colleges that use a rolling 
admission policy usually notify applicants of admission decisions quickly.
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What Matters Most to 
Colleges/Universities?

Transcript

• Grades

• Rigor of Curriculum

• Admissions Test Scores

• Grades in ALL Subjects

• Class Rank

The Student

• Essay or Writing 
Sample

• Interview (?)

• Extracurricular / 
Community 
Involvement

• Demonstrated 
Interest

Recommendations

• Teachers

• Counselor

• Coaches

• Mentors

What do their words reveal 
about you? 



ACT and SAT

• Register ASAP seats – seats fill 
quickly.

• Prepare: Practice Tests, Khan 
Academy, SAT Student Score 
Report

• Schools only consider highest 
scores

• Colege admissions will 
reconsider applications once new 
scores arrive



Types of Applications

•Common Application

•Coalition for College 
Application

• Institutional 
Application

ONLY use ONE platform 
per school!!!
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Completing a College Application

Essay

• Your story
• Be honest 
• Don’t recount, reflect
• Humor 
• Start early and revise
• Address the prompt

Recommendation

• Choose wisely
• Allow time 2 weeks 
• Provide copy of 

résumé, portfolio

Resume / CV

• List all 
accomplishments 

• Quantify when possible
• Extra-Curricular
• Work
• Volunteer



Completing a College Application

Letter of Recommendation from Ms. Matthews
Google Form (See SHS Class of 2024 GC Page)

www.tinyurl.com/CollegeRecReq

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tinyurl.com%2FCollegeRecReq&data=05%7C01%7CSmith.Gregory%40Brevardschools.org%7C4f83f00932234b7d205e08dbaa475038%7Cad85662c69df488b85a48ec2870232c0%7C0%7C0%7C638290995627653065%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Sfdf%2BJdybfXl7ln%2B0vWmFGpD1NMo5x7fVZ%2FFu4WO%2BMU%3D&reserved=0


Requesting A Transcript

• Obtain a free copy of your 
transcript from Mr. Smith in the 
College and Career Center (5-
502)

• Know what 
schools/organizations require

• Official v. unofficial

• Complete a transcript request 
form ($2 per copy)

• Transcripts can take up to 2 
weeks to send/receive



Important Tips From Admissions

• Following directions is critical!

• Do not send transcripts unless 
requested by institution

• Do not send recommendation letters 
unless required by institution

• Deadlines are firm, not suggestions

• Allow 2-3 weeks for processing

• Students must write their own essays!



Self-Reported Academic Records

Some colleges and universities, particularly large state 
universities, seek self-reported transcripts so that certain 
admission decisions may be made more efficiently. Self-
reported transcripts allow these institutions to more quickly 
sort and review applications during their review process. For 
example, a college might use self-reported transcripts to see 
which applicants are eligible for programs at the college 
sooner than if they had to wait for a traditional transcript.

Source: commonapp.org 



Self-Reported Academic Records

SSAR/SRAR

• DO NOT send 
SSAR before 
you apply.

• Typically 14 
days to 
complete after 
application is 
received.



Paying for College

Scholarships
• Merit Based

• Income Based

• Program Based

• Federal, State, Local

• Institutional

• ROTC / Military

• Bright Futures



Bright Futures

Requirements

Florida Academic Scholars (FAS)

• 3.5 weighted GPA (required coursework)

• ACT: 29 OR SAT: 1340

• 100 hours (volunteer or work or combo)

Florida Medallion Scholars (FMS)

• 3.5 weighted GPA (required coursework)

• ACT: 25 OR SAT: 1210

• 75 volunteer OR 100 work/combo hours



Bright Futures

Proposal Log Sheet Notes

• Students must complete 
an FFAA application

• https://www.floridastud
entfinancialaidsg.org/ 

• Proposal must be signed 
prior to earning hours

• All hours due May 10, 
2024

• Students may test 
through June 2024

https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/
https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/


NCAA Eligibility Center

• Create an Account

• Admissibility
• Core GPA
• SAT/ACT Sliding 

Scale

• Athletic Biography

• Ensure college or 
university is a good fit 
academically

• Contact Coaches

• Letter of Intent







Thank 
you!!!
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