
West Shore 

Senior Parent 

Night 

Graduating Class of 
2024



Guidance 

and 

Student 

Services 

Team

●Carolyn Horst (A-G)
●Emery Carr (H-O)
●Kim Strauch 

(P-Z)—Director of 
Guidance

●Angela Feldbush – 
College and Career 
Specialist



● Course / Credit requirements
● February Transcript (Jr. 

year)/Graduation credit check
● Spring Graduation Check
● Senior year all students must have 

Senior English, Math, and Senior 
Seminar/ Capstone/Science 
Research

● Transcript—final review before 
sent off to universities/colleges

**Completion 
date for online 
classes needed 
for graduation 

is April 1** 



● Bright Futures Hours—100 
total due prior to Winter Break

● Leadership and Scholarship 
due April 1, 2024

● SENIOR PROJECT!
● ANY D or F must be grade 

forgiven



Great resource to 
learn about 
colleges:

● Big Futures
● College 

Website
● College and 

Career Office
● College Visit 

Schedule
● SUS Matrix

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1tjykxdBOTygrenqQxAREFur-6gtGTp5EYJbR2UfdGuU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1tjykxdBOTygrenqQxAREFur-6gtGTp5EYJbR2UfdGuU/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12GysWkMdIjl-3ZwCK9t-e3eO3UMyK0pm/view


South Area 
College Fair



Great resource to 
learn about 
colleges:

● Common App
● Dashboard
● Application 

Requirements



Great resource to 
learn about 
colleges:

● Big Futures
● College 

Website
● College and 

Career Office
● College Visit 

Schedule
● SUS Matrix

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1tjykxdBOTygrenqQxAREFur-6gtGTp5EYJbR2UfdGuU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1tjykxdBOTygrenqQxAREFur-6gtGTp5EYJbR2UfdGuU/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12GysWkMdIjl-3ZwCK9t-e3eO3UMyK0pm/view




● Narrow your choices 
● Majors offered
● GPA / test scores / strengths
● Location / size

● Gather information
● Internet / websites
● Personal visits
● Current students / friends / family / 

alumni
● Call/email the Admissions Office 

with specific questions
● Community colleges can be an 
● excellent choice

Great resource 
for major 
searches:

State University 
System College 

Academic 
Program 
Inventory 

https://prod.flbog.net:4445/pls/apex/f?p=136:13:831378537068
https://prod.flbog.net:4445/pls/apex/f?p=136:13:831378537068
https://prod.flbog.net:4445/pls/apex/f?p=136:13:831378537068
https://prod.flbog.net:4445/pls/apex/f?p=136:13:831378537068
https://prod.flbog.net:4445/pls/apex/f?p=136:13:831378537068


● Refine your college list (3 - 7)
● Note all requirements, deadlines, fees, 

etc. 
● Keep the number reasonable
● Each application will require follow up

● Polish your resume
● Usually 2 letters of recommendation

● Give at least TWO weeks notice
● Provide resume and additional 

information for recommenders 
● Note dates needed for each school

● Finish admissions essays
● You should have the draft you started 

last year
● Take your essays seriously
● Edit and proofread your essay carefully



Applications 
● Most students will use Common Application
● You may use institutional applications on each 

website, but it can be cumbersome
● Most require electronic submission and SELF 

REPORTING (SSAR or SPARK) 
● Print and complete a hard copy BEFORE 

completing the online version (if possible)
● Proofread, Proofread, Proofread and 

then….have someone else proofread!!
● Flag any questions or concerns and ask Ms. 

Feldbush
● Save COPIES of EVERYTHING and note dates 

submitted
● Read your email - there will be follow up steps 

for each college



● Counselors send transcripts on Common 
App
● No need to request from Mrs. Kellner

● Non Common App schools 
● Request transcript from Mrs. Kellner; $1

● Follow up on your application
● Application status on college website

● Apply early
● Deadline – September  15th, add 

recommenders to Common App
● Rolling Admissions
● Early Action (non-binding)
● Early Decision (binding)

DON’T PROCRASTINATE!
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Online Application

● The application process begins November of 
senior year 

● It must be completed before August 31. 
● We will do this with your child in English class!! 

Please do not do on your own!  
● It is beneficial for your student to know their 

social security number for this application 
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2023-2024 Bright Futures 

Florida Academic Scholars Award (FAS)
Florida Medallion Scholars Award (FMS)
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2023-2024 Bright Futures 

Florida Academic Scholars Award (FAS)
Florida Medallion Scholars Award (FMS)

**Note:  The weighted GPA is the calculated using only the 16 required 
classes



State 
of 

Florida

●OFSA (apply online for several 
financial aid packages, includes 
Bright Futures) 
http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org

●Guidance Visit – N0vember 
●Counselors will give instructions
●please do NOT do on your own!

State Scholarship and Grant Programs:

● Effective Access to Student Education
● First Generation Matching Grant
● Florida Farmworker Student Scholarship*
● Florida Law Enforcement Academy Scholarship Program
● Florida Law Enforcement Reimbursement Program
● Florida Student Assistance Grant

        - Career Education
● Florida Work Experience Program
● Honorably Discharged Graduate Assistance Program
● José Martí Scholarship Challenge Grant*
● Mary McLeod Bethune Scholarship
● Minority Teacher Education Scholarship
● Randolph Bracy Ocoee Scholarship Program*
● Rosewood Family Scholarship*
● Scholarships for Children and Spouses of Deceased or Disabled 

Veterans* 

http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/


Bright 
Futures 
Award 
Amounts
—FAS 

●FAS will receive an award amount equal 
to 100% of tuition at a public 
postsecondary institution, or 
comparable amount at a nonpublic 
institution.



Bright 
Futures 
Award 
Amounts
—FMS 

●Florida Medallion Scholars will receive 
an award to cover 75% of tuition 



Sources of Financial Aid

Federal
Government

State of
Florida

  

College
   

Other
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● Highly recommended that all Bright Futures students file a 
complete, error free FAFSA   

● Bright Futures recipients will receive award amount based on 
specific criteria 

● Students must refund the cost of any dropped or withdrawn 
Bright Futures funded courses to the institution.  This may also 
affect your renewal eligibility.  Visit the website for any further 
information.

● See the award amounts on the Bright Futures website: 

https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/PDF/BFHandbookChapter2.pdf


Federal

●FAFSA
●Pin required
●December 2023
●Grants, Student loans, 

Parent Loans, Work Study 
Program

●Get your information prepared 
ahead of time

●Complete it as soon as possible, it’s 
first come first served.

●Requires income information from 
parent’s taxes

●There are significant changes this 
year which will also impact older 
siblings that are still in college

https://studentaid.gov/articles/filling-out-fafsa


College

●Part of the Admission 
Process / FAFSA

●Visit College Website
●College Financial Aid 

Office 
●Honors Colleges, major 

specific, etc. 



Additional 
Sources

Fast Web

Going Merry

●Loan Institutions
●Corporations (i.e. L3 

Harris, Northrop 
Grumman, etc.)

●West Shore Website
●Guidance Bulletin
●Brevard Schools 

Foundation 
(February)

https://www.fastweb.com/
https://www.goingmerry.com/blog/best-scholarship-websites/


SAT 
&

ACT 
dates

Link to SAT sign up page

Link to ACT Sign up Page

https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/sat/registration/dates-deadlines
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/register-for-the-act-v1.html?utm_medium=paidsearch&utm_source=bing&utm_campaign=pi16-fall-national-reg-paid-digital-k12-b2c&utm_content=dc_1720-internal-paid-071023-mr030216-&utm_term=act%20testing%20dates&utm_campaign=Google%7CSearch%7CIntent%7CB2C%7CCPC%7CJune+ACT+2023%7C4/3/2023-5/19/2023%7CDesktop&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=ppc&hsa_acc=5799955628&hsa_cam=19905994465&hsa_grp=1339207539883096&hsa_ad=&hsa_src=o&hsa_tgt=kwd-83701503181867:loc-190&hsa_kw=act%20testing%20dates&hsa_mt=p&hsa_net=adwords&hsa_ver=3&msclkid=6352e010f3891092e3ee84cade99dcd4


Scholarship 
Information

School Website
West Shore
     Academics
       Guidance
           Scholarships

Scholarship Tracking Form

Scholarship Webpage

https://www.brevardschools.org/Page/13693
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1BM1tFyH1cuBpL6T2BvXiwlmxfSDUe75vRN3r4fy0c9w/edit
https://www.brevardschools.org/Page/13693


Thank you for 
your time and 
attention ☺ 


