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About our School 

 

Vision 

To provide all students with a developmentally and equitable appropriate learning 

experience to help them become rigorous scholars delivered by highly qualified 

and dedicated professionals. 

Mission 

Our mission is to equitably educate, nurture and support children's needs in order 

for them to reach their highest potential intellectually, emotionally, socially, and 

physically. 

Core Values 

At the Children's Center, we believe in the 4 Rs. We will ensure respectful and 

responsive interactions with all stakeholders.  We will utilize equitable practices 

that are rooted in research and we will build and sustain strong relationships.   

Motto 

The Children’s Center Monarchs  
“Where Excellence Begins” 

 

 

The Children’s Center: 

Principal, Dr. Vickie Miller-Warren 

Email:  vrmillerwarren@wsfcs.k12.nc.us 

School Phone: 336-727-2440 

School Fax: 336-727-2873 

 

Thank you for your continued support, partnership, and trust. Thank you for sharing your children 
with us each day—it is truly a privilege to be part of their educational journey.  
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Questions & Concerns 

 

For help with: 

Cares Team 

Contact: Fabienne Quick, Adriana Vivas-Sosa, Vickie Miller-Warren,  

 

Child Nutrition Service/Cafeteria Manager 

 Contact: 336-727-2816 (Paisley Middle/TCC Cafeteria Manager)  

 

Enrollment, Change of Address, Student Records  

Contact: Adriana Vivas-Sosa 

 

Nursing/Health Questions 

Contact: Nurse Amy Ramey 

 

Transportation 

Contact: Vickie Miller-Warren & Adriana Vivas-Sosa 

 

Volunteering                               

Contact: Adriana Vivas-Sosa 
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Program Information 

 
Allergies  
                                                                                                                                                                
Parents/guardians should speak to the school nurse and the classroom teacher about any 
allergies before beginning school. Parents will need to complete an HS-10 form for any 
emergency medications needed by your child. An HS-11 form must be completed to document 
the types of allergies and medications taken for them.   
 
If your child has food allergies and will be eating meals prepared by the cafeteria that will require 
substitutions, parents must complete the Medical Statement for Students with Special Nutritional 
Needs for School Meals and get it signed by their child’s physician. This form must be completed 
each year for all children who have food allergies needing modified food choices.       
 
The school is not allergy-free, but precautions are taken in each classroom to provide a healthy 
environment that meets students’ needs. These precautions could include posting of known 
allergies on classroom doors, limiting the types of food that can be brought into the classroom by 
staff and students, etc. Parents should be sure to communicate any changes in allergy 
medications or new allergies to the school nurse immediately.   
 
Annual Enrollment Packet 
 
In order to ensure that your child has the best possible experience at the Children's Center, we 
need to make sure we have the most current information on file.  Once received, please 
complete your enrollment package completely, and include: 

● A copy of your driver's license or current ID, 
● Proof of residence in Forsyth County, 
● Updated custody or guardian papers (if applicable), 
● Emergency Medical Contact information with current phone numbers 

Arrival and Departure 

                                                                                                                                                                
Parents transporting their child to school should arrive by 7:55 a.m. Car riders should be picked 
up from their classrooms by 2:25 p.m. Always call or send a note to inform your child’s teacher if 
someone else will be picking up your child from school. Everyone must enter through the front 
office and sign-in before going to their child’s class.  Persons other than parents will be asked to 
show picture identification when picking up children. Children must be transported to and from 
school in approved car seats or booster seats as appropriate. All car riders must be escorted to 
and from class by their parents and signed in and out of the classroom.  
 
It is normal to have difficulty separating (especially when a child is new at the school) and some 
children cry or get upset. Please be very brief during drop-off times; the longer you prolong the 
departure the harder it gets for you and your child. We do ask that you do not sneak away; this 
can be scary for a child. A smile, cheerful good-bye kiss, and a reassuring word that you will be 
back are enough of a goodbye for a child; children are nearly always quick to get involved in play 
or activities as soon as their parents are gone.   
 
It is important to be very brief at pick-up times also. This is a time of testing when two different 
authority figures are present (the parent and staff), and all the children will test to see if the rules 
still apply. If you would like to stay for an extended period, please arrange this with the classroom 
teacher beforehand. 
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The Winston-Salem/Forsyth County School Board policy 6112 does not permit students to 
arrive at school more than 30 minutes before class begins and does not allow them to remain at 
school more than 15 minutes after class is over. At The Children’s Center, this means that 
students should not arrive before 7:25 a.m. or remain after 2:40 p.m. If you are late picking up 
your child, a childcare fee of $10 per-day can be charged based on Board of Education Policy 
3250.2. Please pick your students up on time as staff are required to attend after school 
meetings. 

 
Late Arrival/Early Departure  
 
If your child arrives at school after 8:10 a.m. they are considered tardy. Students who arrive at 
8:10 or later and leave before 2:25 must be signed in/out by a parent or guardian at the office.  
 
Attendance 
                                                                                                                                                            
Children benefit from consistent attendance at school, and parents are asked to make every effort 
to have children at school and on time each day. Please call your child’s teacher if your child will 
be absent from school. Absences will be excused for such reasons as illness, religious holidays 
or a death in the family (with a written note the day the child returns to school).  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

If your child is school-age and attendance or tardy problems occur, the school social worker may 
be called to investigate why the child is not attending school. If the Department of Social Services 
(DSS) funds your child’s enrollment at our school, excessive absenteeism may result in the loss 
of your voucher.         
      
In order for children to receive maximum benefit from their educational and therapeutic 
experiences, regular attendance is necessary. Please note the following: 

● Per the WSFCS Board Policy, the principal must approve in advance any trip/vacation that 
takes a student out of school. 
 

● The N.C. Compulsory Attendance Law requires that parents are notified of all unexcused 
absences and that you are given an opportunity to provide an explanation of the absences. 
The principal is required to inform you that you may be in violation of the law, G.S. 115C-
378, which holds parents responsible for their child’s attendance, and that additionally, 
local school board policy equates five (5) unexcused tardies with one unexcused absence. 
Unexcused Absence letters are sent out at three (3), six (6) and ten (10) unexcused 
absences.  
 
 

Calendar 
                                                                                                                                                               
The Children’s Center follows the WS/FCS calendar for student school days and holidays.  

Child Abuse and Neglect 
 

The Children’s Center is committed to the safety and welfare of all children and strictly follows 
abuse and neglect reporting requirements. If a child shows signs of injury or emotional damage 
which could be the result of abuse or neglect, school employees are required by law (GS 7B-101) 
to report suspected incidents to the Forsyth County Department of Social Services. 
 
Additionally, the law requires the reporting of dependency. For the purposes of the reporting law, 
a child is dependent when the parent, guardian or custodian is not able to provide for the child’s 
care or supervision and lacks an appropriate alternative child-care arrangement. Consultation 
with the principal, school social worker and counselor is recommended, but does not supersede 
the law to report (Policy 5140). DSS will determine if a report warrants an investigation. Child 
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Protective Services at DSS will work with the family and other agencies to help overcome the 
problem and protect the child. 
 

Child Nutrition Services 

Parents have the choice of using the WS/FCS Child Nutrition Services for breakfast and lunch 
or sending prepared foods for their children on their own. Regardless of the choice, nutritional 
guidelines are required for all meals eaten at school.   

School-Prepared Meals       
                                                                                                                                                        
Breakfast and lunch are prepared at the school by the WS/FCS Child Nutrition staff. The costs 
are in the chart below. Parents can apply for the Federal Lunch Program that could qualify them 
for free or reduced costs for school-prepared meals. A new form must be completed each school 
year for a child to qualify for free or reduced prices. Parents will be charged for the costs of meals 
until the application form has been returned and approved by the Child Nutrition Department. 
Once the school receives an application, it is sent to Child Nutrition for screening eligibility. 
Parents are notified of their approval status within 2-3 school days by the WS/FCS Child Nutrition 
Department.                                                                                                                                                                                        
 
 
School Lunch Prices for 2026-2027 are as follows: 
 

Breakfast Free 
Lunch  Free 
Snack  Free 
 

Families are encouraged to complete the Federal Free/Reduced Meal application to receive P-
EBT benefits. Monthly menus of the food choices are posted at the school and are available on-
line at the WS/FCS website.  
  
 
Special Nutritional Needs 
 
The school cafeteria can provide alternative meals/foods as needed for medical or dietary reasons 
if parents complete the Medical Statement for Students with Special Nutritional Needs for School 
Meals and get it signed by their child’s physician. This needs to be completed each year for all 
children who have dietary restrictions, food allergies, food intolerances, or consistency 
requirements for food/liquids.     
 
 
Meals Prepared at Home          
                                                                                                                                                       
Parents may choose to send a prepared breakfast, lunch or snack to school with your child each 
day. All meals and snacks are required to meet preparation and nutrition guidelines to adhere to 
our licensing standards. All meals sent from home must be dated and labeled with the child’s 
name and packed to stay hot or cold as needed. The nutritional standards are: 
 
Breakfast 

● Milk (1/2 cup) 
● Vegetable (1/4 cup), Fruit (1/4 cup), or 100% Fruit Juice (1/4 cup) 
● Cereal (1/4 cup), Bread (1/2 slice), or Grain (such as ¼ cup oatmeal or pasta) 

Lunch 

● Milk (1/2 cup) 
● Meat (1 oz.) or protein (1/4 cup beans, 1 oz. cheese, ½ egg, 4 oz. yogurt) 
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● 2 servings of a Vegetable (1/4 cup), Fruit (1/4 cup), or 100% Fruit Juice (1/4 cup) 
● Cereal (1/4 cup), Bread (1/2 slice), or Grain (such as ¼ cup oatmeal or pasta) 

Snacks (2 of the items listed below) - Extended Day Only 

● Milk (1/2 cup) 
● Meat (1/2 oz.) or Protein (1/8 cup beans, 1/2 oz. cheese, 1/2 egg, 2 oz. yogurt) 
● Vegetables, Fruits, or 100% Fruit Juice 
● Cereal, Bread, or Grain (such as oatmeal or pasta) 

 
 
Nutritional Guidelines/Supplemental Food Opt Out Policy 
 
Each year, parents/guardians are permitted to “opt out” of meeting the DCDEE nutritional 
requirements by completing a Nutritional Guidelines/Supplemental Food Opt Out Form. By 
signing the form, you are indicating that your child will be eating only the food you provide for 
them for meals and snack, even if they do not meet the nutritional guidelines. This form does not 
exclude children from receiving food related to special events or activities at school or in the 
classroom as appropriate. 
 
Food Allergies 
 
While diligent, we cannot guarantee our environment is “Allergy Free.” When food allergies are 
documented on the Medical Statement for Students with Special Nutritional Needs for School 
Meals, the Student Health History or the Emergency Medical Information forms by the child’s 
physician, precautions will be put into place as needed. Parents should discuss their child’s 
specific food allergies with the school nurse and classroom teacher upon enrollment.   
 

                                                                                                            

If you have questions about the: 
● DCDEE Nutritional guidelines, 

https://ncchildcare.ncdhhs.gov/Portals/0/documents/pdf/D/DCDEE_Rulebook.pdf?ver=2
018-07-19-161942-213 (page 47) 

● Child Nutrition Program, meal payments, or the Free/Reduced Lunch Applications, 
contact the cafeteria manager at 336-703-4288 or 531childnutrition@wsfcs.k12.nc.us or 
the Child Nutrition Department at 336-771-4526. 

● Nutritional needs or food allergies, contact the school nurse at 336-703-4191. 
 

Classroom Management Guidelines                                                                                     

The staff of the Children’s Center is trained and certified by NCDPI in NCI; “Non-Violent Crisis 
Intervention Training,” recognized county and statewide as best practice in safely and effectively 
developing positive behaviors that enhance learning. Behavior management is unique to each 
child. The following is shared as strategies that are implemented when a student’s behavior is 
problematic and presents a danger either to the child or to others. 

The Children’s Center uses a positive approach to behavior management which stresses 
prevention rather than correction. Some of the techniques used are distraction, redirection, 
verbalization of feelings, natural consequences, choices, and time away from the desired activity. 
The most successful interventions occur when parents and staff are consistent.      

 
The Children’s Center School Behavior Management Plan 

 
1. Positive Redirection – This involves distracting the child and then redirecting the 

child’s attention into a parallel acceptable behavior as many times as needed. As a part 
of the redirection the child is given two appropriate choices, both of which lead to the same 
desired behavior. These 2 choices lead into Step 2. 
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2. Personal Space – The child is offered 2 appropriate choices. In both instances the 

duration is determined by how long it takes the child to want to return to the group. For 
example, “Do you want to be alone until you can calm down?  (Calming Area) Or “Would 
you like to sit by (insert staff member’s name)?” (Sit & Watch) 

a) “Calming Area” – a space where the child can go and have a safe, soft area to be 
alone (with visual supervision) until they can self soothe and calm themselves 
down.   

b) “Sit & Watch” – the child is removed from the group but is facing the activity. A staff 
member is in close proximity to assist and supervise.   
 

*During steps 1 & 2, verbalization and communication are being used as a valuable skill 
to teach children to express their feelings. Staff remind children to “use their words”.  
Teachers are to model good communication and label feelings, so the child feels heard 
and understood. For example, “I can tell you are unhappy, can you show me what’s 
wrong? (School-age uses Zones of Regulation, PK uses Second Step) 
 

3. Contact parent/guardian if behaviors are persistent and ongoing with no 
improvement or there is an increase in intensity and duration- The parent/guardian 
will be contacted by the child’s teacher to schedule a conference to discuss behaviors and 
collaborate on strategies to reduce behaviors.   

 
If a child’s behaviors are excessive or aggressive, the following needs to take place: 
 
4. Collect Data and then Complete a Functional Behavior Assessment and Behavior 

Intervention Plan- The teacher will collect data on specific, identified behaviors for @ 
least three weeks, possibly longer and record the results of interventions. The child’s 
“team” will complete the FBA and BIP if necessary at a parent conference or during the 
student’s IEP meeting. 
 

5. Make Referral – The child’s teacher will make a referral to specialized personnel for the 
student/family. Children with a special need will be referred to the IEP Team for further 
assistance. Typically developing children may be referred to WSFCS Preschool Intake. 

 

Communication Between Home and School                                                                              

All children are required to bring a book bag to school every day to be used for 
transporting information and personal items to and from school.   

PLEASE CHECK YOUR CHILD’S BOOK BAG EVERY DAY!  

Pertinent information such as lunch menus, school and classroom events, newsletters, and field 
trip information will go home weekly in a Wednesday Folder. Please read all information and 
return the folder with any items that need to be sent back to the school. School information will 
also be communicated to your phone and/or email on the school’s automated alert system.      

Daily Communication Log:  All students will receive a Daily Communication Log that will be 
sent home with the student in their backpack. The log will include important information from 
the teacher to the parents/guardians on their child’s progress, concerns, or needs.  
 
EDULOG gps bus tracking:  Parents can track bus information using the EDULOG App. The 
app is available for download for free on any phone. Just sign up for the alerts and you will 
know exactly where your child's bus is. Call the school if you need information on how to 
download.   
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School Information is available to you on our WS/FCS website (www.wsfcs.k12.nc.us    click on 
‘select a school’ and choose Children’s Center under “non-traditional schools”). 

It is very important that the school has updated contact information at all times. Please promptly 
alert the office and your child’s teacher to any changes in your phone numbers, email address, 
and home address. You may also review this information by logging on to the Infinite Campus, 
"Parent APP” from the WS/FCS website.  

Teachers are always happy to conference with you about your child’s progress. Please contact 
your child’s teacher in advance to schedule a meeting so they will be able to give you the time 
and attention needed to discuss your child.   

Confidentiality                                                                                                                 

Confidentiality of your child’s medical, educational, and personal information is very important to 
us. A number of measures are in place at The Children’s Center to protect this information. 
 

● School staff is trained in HIPAA (medical) and FERPA (educational) confidentiality 
policies. 
 

● Educational and medical files are kept in locked cabinets and access is restricted to 
personnel in specific positions, per regulations.  
 

● Children’s individual information is only shared on a need-to-know basis with persons who 
have been trained in confidentiality policies. 
 

If you have any questions about confidentiality policies at the school, please contact the principal. 

Curriculum and Assessment                                                                           

The Children’s Center incorporates the Creative Curriculum as well as NC Foundations for Early 
Learning and Development in our Pre-K classrooms.  The Functional Curriculum and the 
Extended Content Standards are used in the Functional/Primary School Age classrooms.  The 
typical Kindergarten classroom follows the NC Common Core Standards. Both Preschool and 
school age classes use Second Step to teach and address social-emotional learning needs.       
                                                                                                                                                                      
● The Creative Curriculum is used as a blueprint for planning and implementing a 

developmentally appropriate program.  The Creative Curriculum is the organizational 
structure of the classroom.  Centers are used in preschool classrooms to engage children in 
interactive play, creative exploration, movement and learning using technology.  
   

● The NC Foundations for Early Learning and Development is designed to enhance activities 
with concentration on 5 developmental domains: Emotional & Social (ESD), Health & 
Physical (HPD), Approaches to Play & Learning (APL), and Language Development & 
Communication (LDC), Cognitive Development (CD).                                                                                                               
 

● The Functional Curriculum was designed specifically for use with school age children with 
significant cognitive disabilities who need to learn skills through a functional, sequenced 
approach.   
 

● The Extended Common Core Standards are the alternate achievement standards for school-
age students with significant cognitive disabilities.  

   
● The Common Core Standards are the educational standards for school-age students to 

ensure they have the skills and knowledge they need to be successful by providing clear 
goals for student learning.  
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Assessment is the process of gathering information about children in order to make decisions.  
For children ages 3 and over, evaluations for initial eligibility are performed by the WS/FCS 
Preschool Intake Department. Children under age 3 years are evaluated by the CDSA before 
being referred to our school. Eligibility assessments for special needs children are performed prior 
to enrollment at the school. Additional special services such as Occupational Therapy, Physical 
Therapy and Speech Therapy may be added based on referral. Developmental screening for 
typical children is performed within 1 month of enrollment.    
 

On-going assessment for all children is performed at The Children’s Center for the following 
reasons: 
 

▪ Screenings to determine referrals for special services 
▪ Informal assessments and observations to implement the curriculum and to adapt 

teaching practices and the environment 
▪ Developmental checklists to help teacher’s design goals 
▪ Progress monitoring to access student growth and teacher effectiveness.  

Families will receive evaluation results at parent-teacher conferences and through written 
communication. Parents are encouraged to share progress and observations from home during 
these conferences and by phone or email. Progress reports on developmental goals will be 
shared in written progress reports, as well as through daily/weekly class notes. 
 
Division of Child Development and Early Education (DCDEE)       
              
The DCDEE is the licensing agency for the Children’s Center. The purpose of DCDEE regulation 
of childcare centers is to protect the well-being of children while they are away from their parents. 
The law defining child care is in the North Carolina General Statutes, Article 7, Chapter 110. For 
more information on the law and rules, contact the Division of Child Development at 919-662-
4499 or 1-800-859-0829, or visit their homepage at http://www.ncchildcare.net. 
 

Educational Meetings      
                                                                                                      
Conferences and IEP meetings are educational meetings that will provide parents with important 
information and updates about their child’s progress and allow them the opportunity to participate 
in developing their child’s school goals. Parents are encouraged to attend all meetings related to 
their child’s educational progress so they can support the developmental needs of their child at 
home and at school. 
 

Emergency Information                                                                                                                       
 
An Emergency Information form is in the initial enrollment packet and is updated annually. It is 
important for parents to keep this list current in case of an emergency. We must stress the critical 
importance of updating changes in emergency contact information in a timely manner. Please call 
the Data Manager to inform the school of any changes.  
 

Emergency Drills                                                                                                                       
 
During the school year, drills are routinely conducted to help prepare staff and students for 
emergencies such as fires, tornados, intruders, etc. Some of these drills require evacuation from 
the building and others require that the building be locked, excluding anyone from entering and 
exiting. In the event of a real emergency, parents will be notified through the phone alert system 
in compliance with the WS/FCS emergency alert process and directions for any parent actions 
will be given if needed. Parents should be sure their contact numbers are updated at the school 
at all times so that they will receive these alerts in the event of an actual emergency. 
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Family Access Policy       
                                                                                                           
We welcome parents/guardians to observe their child’s classroom. The observation windows in 
the hallways provide visual access to each classroom without interrupting the routine of the day. 
Parents may also schedule a time to sit in the classroom to observe as long as they do not 
interrupt the staff or distract children from classroom instruction.   
 
Family Support Network of Greater Forsyth      
                                                                                     
The Family Support Network of Greater Forsyth is an outreach program of The Centers for 
Exceptional Children. This program helps parents of children with special needs (birth through 
age 21) to find resources and information. Services include a parent-to-parent support program, 
parent education and leadership training, sibling groups, lending library, education advocacy, 
disability awareness and family events. Call (336) 703-4289 for more information.  
Additional information and a list of events can be found on the FSN website at 
https://www.thecfec.org/familysupportnetwork.                       
 
Field Trips 
 
All students will participate in educational field trips planned by the classroom teacher. Parents 
will be notified well in advance and in writing of the location, mode of transportation, and any cost 
involved in each field trip. Each child must have a completed and signed permission form 
returned to the school by the deadline to participate in field trips. Verbal permission for 
students to participate in field trips cannot be accepted.   
 
Health Policies                                                                                                                        

At the beginning of each school year, a Student Health History and Emergency Medical 
Information Form (HS-11) must be completed for each student. If you need to update your HS-11 
form during the school year, please contact the front office for a copy. 

Diabetes Care Plan 
 
By law, any child with diabetes will have an Individual Diabetes Care Plan to address monitoring 
and medicating needs (G.S. 115C-47).  Such plans are developed by the child’s diabetes health 
care provider, usually a doctor or a nurse. The plan outlines the steps to be taken at school to 
monitor or administer blood sugar measurements, nutrition, and medication, including insulin.  To 
receive a copy of the plan, please contact the school nurse.                                                                    
 
Illness and Injury 
 
When your child has a fever or otherwise exhibits symptoms of being sick (vomiting, bad cold, 
diarrhea), the school nurse will assess your child’s condition. You will be contacted to pick your 
child up if the nurse determines that your child needs to be sent home from school. Your child 
must be free of symptoms (fever, diarrhea, vomiting, etc.) without the aid of medication for 
24 hours prior to returning to school. If your child is sent home with a referral form, a licensed 
healthcare professional must complete the form before your child can return. We want to keep all 
of our children healthy and avoid the spread of any illness, therefore this policy will be strictly 
enforced. For further details, see the Illness Policy and Guidelines on the following page of this 
handbook.                                                                                                       
 

If your child is injured at school, the school nurse will assess the situation. An Accident Report 
will be completed, and a copy will be sent home to the parents as notification of the injury. The 
classroom teacher will also attempt to contact the parent by phone.  
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If your child is seriously injured while at school, you will be contacted immediately and 911 will be 
called for medical assistance. PLEASE BE CERTAIN THAT A CURRENT WORKING PHONE 
NUMBER IS ON FILE AT THE SCHOOL AT ALL TIMES FOR EMERGENCY COMMUNICATION.                                                                                                            
 

Special Note Concerning Soiled Clothing:  The school operates under guidelines established by 
the Public Health Department.  No soiled clothing can be washed at school. All soiled clothing will 
be sent home in a sealed plastic bag at the end of the day.      
                                                                                                                                                 
Tobacco-Free School 

The Winston-Salem / Forsyth County Board of Education adopted Policy 1331 which establishes 
Tobacco-free schools. This policy prohibits the use of all tobacco products at a school campus or 
work site by everyone, anywhere, at all times -- including events after regular school or work 
hours. Tobacco products include cigarettes, cigars, blunts, bidis, pipes, chewing tobacco, snuff, 
tobacco products, and products reasonably resembling tobacco or tobacco products (such as 
electronic cigarettes and “vape” products). A copy of the policy may be found on our website at 
http://wsfcs.k12.nc.us. 

The Children’s Center Illness Policy and Guidelines 

When your child has a fever, exhibits symptoms of being sick (vomiting, bad cold, diarrhea), or is 
not feeling well enough to participate in school activities, the school nurse will assess your child’s 
condition.  You will be contacted to pick your child up if the nurse determines that your child needs 
to be sent home from school. Your child must be free of symptoms (fever, diarrhea, vomiting, 
etc.) without the aid of medication for 24 hours prior to returning to school. If your child is 
sent home with a referral form, a licensed healthcare professional must complete the form before 
your child can return. Because we want to keep all of our children healthy and avoid the spread 
of any illness, this policy will be strictly enforced and is not comprehensive of all contagious 
illnesses. 

 
If the Child Has:     He/She Should Remain Home Until: 
 
Fever (100.4 degrees oral) The fever has been gone (without medication) 

for at least 24 hours. 
 
Diarrhea (more than 1 loose/runny BM) Has not had any loose stools for 24 hours. 
 
Vomiting (more than 1 episode) Has not vomited & has been eating his/her 

regular diet for 24 hours.  
 
Nasal Discharge (yellow, green, foul-smelling) The discharge is clear or absent. 
 
Chicken Pox All lesions have crusted over, no longer drain 

and fever is absent. 
 
Pink Eye (Conjunctivitis) Treated by doctor for 24 hours. 
 
Ringworm Treated for at least 24 hours. Affected area must 

be covered while at school with a Band-Aid or 
clothing. Send a written note stating medication 
has been applied.  

 
Ringworm of the Scalp Treated for at least 24 hours with oral antibiotics. 

Send a doctor's statement. 
 
Strep Throat Antibiotic treatment for 24 hours and fever is 

absent. 
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Head lice Treated and rechecked upon return to school. 

No lice or nits should be present in hair or on 
scalp. 

 
Scabies Treated by doctor for 24 hours. 
 
Shigella Note from the doctor stating that the child has 

had 2 negative stool cultures. 
 
Rubella (Red Measles) Five days after the appearance of rash. 
 
Rubella (German Measles) Seven days after appearance of rash 
 
Roseola Fever and rash are gone 
 
Common Cold & Flu-like Symptoms Has not had fever for 24 hours with decreased 

signs of cold, such as runny nose and sneezing. 
 
Covid Follow current guidelines in the Child Care 

Strong NC Public Health Toolkit 
Immunizations 

The Children’s Center abides by the statutes of the North Carolina Immunization Law. This law 
requires all children to be immunized, unless a doctor’s waiver has been granted. A list of required 
immunizations for your child can be obtained from the school nurse or your child’s physician. Per 
NC Law, proof of immunization must be provided within 30 calendar days of a child’s enrollment 
or the beginning of the school year or the child will be suspended from school. 

Medications 

The School Board recommends that all medications be taken at home if possible. If your child 
needs to take any medications (prescription or over the counter) at school, you must complete a 
Medication Administration (HS-10) Form. To complete the HS-10 for prescription medications, 
both the parent and the child’s physician must sign the form. The parent is responsible for getting 
the doctor’s signature on the form. Medication must be delivered to the school nurse in its original 
container with the child’s name on it. 

The HS-10 Form is required for all over the counter medications and products, the same as it is 
with prescription medications. Over the counter medications include products such as sunscreen, 
diaper cream, topical ointments, and pain relievers which must be provided by the parents when 
needed. HS-10 forms must be revised when medications or dosages change.  These forms can 
be picked up at school from the school nurse or you can call the nurse to send them home with 
your child.    

To protect the safety of your child and other children, NEVER send any prescription or 
over the counter medications to school with your child on the bus or in a book bag. Please 
drop off and pick-up all medications. 

Special Procedures and Special Medical Conditions 

If your child has a health condition such as asthma, diabetes, seizure disorder, anaphylaxis, or 
requires a special procedure such as catheterization or tube feeding, please contact the school 
nurse. Additional parental permission forms are required each year for special procedures in the 
school setting, including emergency medications. If an emergency situation arises and a care plan 
is not on file, the school will call 911 for medical assistance and the parent will be notified 
immediately. Parents need to provide all equipment necessary to perform special procedures. 
Please note that the school nurse is only permitted to reinsert feeding tubes with proper 
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medical orders and equipment. Otherwise, EMS will be called to transport the student to 
the hospital if the parent cannot be reached in a timely manner. 

Contact the school nurse for additional information on medication administration or medical 
procedures. Staff members are trained to administer medications and conduct special procedures 
on students in their classroom when the school nurse is absent or unavailable.  

Please note that our emergency procedures while students are riding the bus are different from 
what is done while at school. When students are riding the bus and experience a medical issue, 
the bus will pull over to a safe location and the driver or monitor will call 911.  

Non-Custodial Parents                                                                                                                       

In the case of a family situation that involves a non-custodial parent, the legal guardian must 
provide the school with court documentation indicating guardianship. Guardians will need to sign 
in at the front office when picking up children during the day. Children will not be released to 
anyone who is not listed on the Emergency sheet. (Photo ID may be requested.)   

Outdoor Play Policy                                                                                                               

According to DCDEE guidelines, children are required to participate in daily outdoor play. We 
follow the weather guidelines for outdoor activities provided by the WS/FC Schools which states:    
 

In WSFCS, the procedure for safe outdoor play uses the temperatures of between 32 
degrees and 90 degrees as acceptable temperatures for students to go outside. When 
the temp is cold, the wind chill factor is added to determine the 32-degree 
temperature.                                                                                                                  

 
Teachers consider the individual needs and welfare of children on extreme weather days.  Please 
dress your child for daily outdoor play time. This includes gloves and hats for colder weather and 
sun protecting clothing in warm weather. If your child needs sunscreen or bug spray to play 
outside, it must be applied prior to arrival at school. Staff members are not allowed to apply 
these products without a signed doctor’s order.   
 
Never send any sunscreen, bug spray, or other products to school in your child’s book bag or in 
personal belongings. These items can be hazardous to your child or other children if used 
improperly.     
 
Photographs/Videos of Students                                                                                                        

During the school year, representatives from the WS/FC Schools, local news media, and other 
agencies could request to video or take pictures of various school activities and programs. We 
also include pictures of children at school and classroom activities on our school and CFEC 
websites. The Children’s Center includes a permission form in the enrollment packet for parents 
to sign indicating if pictures may be taken of your child.   

Potty Training 

The Children’s Center supports children during the potty-training process. Parents and teachers 
will work together to determine if and when the child is ready. 

 

PTO    

Parents are encouraged to become involved in the PTO as well as in school activities and 
programs. Our PTO sponsors evening programs for parents, students, annual fundraisers, and 
special meals and other treats for staff appreciation. To join The Children’s Center’s PTO, fill out 
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and return the form. The yearly cost is $5.00 per member. Our goal is 100% membership of 
families and staff! 

Sanitation and Cleaning 
 

All items in and around the school are cleaned, sanitized, and disinfected in accordance with the 
NC Rules Governing the Sanitation of Child Care Centers. (NCAC 18A. 2801-2836) 
 
School Supplies 
 

At the beginning of the school year, all schools in WS/FCS provide parents with a list of school 
supplies requested for each child. Parents are asked to provide the supplies they can to help the 
school with classroom materials for our children. Parents are welcome to replenish these supplies 
during the year to help classrooms as well.   
 
All children should bring a book bag (or similar carry-all) to school each day. All students need a 
way to securely travel to and from home with Wednesday Folders, school Information, clothes, 
diapers, etc. Bus riders must have a bag for attaching their Yellow Identification Tag.  
 
Parents are responsible for providing the school with the personal care items needed for their 
children each day. This includes diapers, a clean change of clothes, medications, and equipment 
for special procedures.   
 
Screen Time  
 
The use of screen time is prohibited for children under 3 years of age per NC DCDEE rule 10A 
NCAC 09.0510(f).  This includes but is not limited to computers, games, smart boards, 
promethean boards, etc. Each child 3 years of age and older can be allowed up to a maximum of 
30 minutes of screen time per day and no more than two and a half hours a week. (Rules 
.0510(d)(2)(B); .1718(b)) 
 

Transportation Services 

WS/FCS Bus Transportation  

The WS/FC School System provides bus service on request for our students with special needs 
when they reach 3 years of age. Our school-age students may also ride the WS/FCS bus service. 
Pick-up points must be within Forsyth County. All students will be seated and proper safety 
restraint devices will be used, if required. Please call the school if you have any changes in your 
child’s transportation needs during the school year. There will be new bus routes and pick-up 
times provided to each parent by the WS/FCS Transportation Office at the beginning of each 
school year. Contact the school if you have any bus concerns or problems. 

The following are some important points (per WS/FCS policy and procedure). To help provide 
safe, efficient transportation for everyone, parents should: 
 

● Contact the school if your child is not riding the bus for any reason or tell the bus driver if 
you know ahead of time. 
 

● Notify the school to reinstate transportation if your child misses riding the bus 3 days in a 
row  
 

● Notify the teacher or school office immediately if your address or phone number changes 
 

● Take care and responsibility for all safety seats and restraints that are sent home so that 
they are available for safe traveling each day. If a safety seat or restraint is not sent to 
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school with a child, the child cannot ride home and the parent will be expected to 
provide transportation. 
 

Responsibility of Parents of Preschool and School-age Students:                                                                                            
 
It is the duty and responsibility of parents or their designee to provide supervision at the bus stop 
of preschool children, kindergarteners and students with special needs who are served by school 
transportation. Any student who serves as a designee must be in the fourth grade or older. In the 
event no one is present at the bus stop in the afternoon to pick-up the child: 
 

1. The parent will be contacted immediately by telephone and advised to pick up the child.  
 

2. The child will be taken to the next school on the route or nearest school that is open.  
Transportation will notify both schools. The Administrator at the home school will be 
contacted to call the parents/guardians. If no one can be reached, law enforcement or the 
DSS may be contacted.  

 

3. When an adult arrives at the school to pick up a student, they will be given a letter 
reminding them of the policy to be at the stop. After the third failure to provide supervision 
at the bus stop, the school principal will have a conference with the parent. 
 

4. After the fourth failure to provide supervision at the bus stop, the student will not be 
permitted to ride the bus home on the afternoon of the next school day, and an authorized 
adult will have to pick up the student at the home school.   

 
 

5. After the fifth failure to provide supervision at the bus stop, the student will not be permitted 
to ride the bus home on the next two (2) school days, and an authorized adult will have to 
pick up the student at the home school. A letter from the General Counsel of the Board of 
Education will be sent to the student’s parents warning that any further violation of this 
policy could result in suspension from afternoon transportation.  
 

6. After the sixth or subsequent failure to provide supervision at the bus stop, the school may 
suspend the student from afternoon transportation. This suspension must be 
communicated to the parent orally before the suspension begins, and notice must also be 
sent home to the parent via certified mail. The suspension may be appealed according to 
Board Policy 5145, Student and Parent Grievance Procedure. If the student is classified 
as an exceptional child (“EC”), the principal will conference with the parent and the 
appropriate case/program manager before implementing a bus suspension to ensure that 
denial of afternoon bus services does not constitute denial of a Free Appropriate Public 
Education (“FAPE”). 

 
Yellow Identification Tags                                                                                                                                                              
All of our Preschool and School-age students will be provided with yellow ID tags that must be 
attached to the child’s book bag. These tags include parent contact information and help bus 
drivers identify which students require bus stop supervision. Please remember to update the 
contact information if it changes during the school year.  
 
 

 

Transportation for Children with Special Needs 
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A. Transportation shall be provided from a student's home to and from school for a child with a 
disability as defined by N.C.G.S. § 115C-106.3(1), who because of their handicap or disability 
cannot get to school or to a school bus stop.   

B. If school bus transportation cannot reasonably be provided; the Board of Education directs staff 
to assist the parent in obtaining travel reimbursement from the State of NC at the standard rate.  

Volunteers and Interns 
 

Classrooms at the Children’s Center are frequently visited by students, interns, tour groups and 
community volunteers. These programs serve as a learning model for other centers and 
organizations. All volunteers who are in the classroom with children undergo the WS/FCS 
Volunteer Screening process. If you are interested in volunteering, please complete the online 
registration at https://www.wsfcsvolunteers.com/. Volunteers must be 16 years of age or older 
and must show proof of a negative TB test within the last twelve months.  Volunteers and Interns 
must also complete a health questionnaire and an emergency information form. 
 

Weather Closures, Delays of School, and Early Dismissals                                                                     

The Children’s Center is a part of the WS/FC School System. When there is bad weather, the 
school system’s decision to delay or cancel school will be broadcast on local radio and television 
stations and posted on the school system website (www.wsfcs.k12.nc.us). You will also be 
informed by phone through an automated alert system.   

To find out whether our school is closed or delayed, you will need to listen or watch for the name 
of our school system.  The official name is Winston-Salem/Forsyth County Schools. However, at 
times stations use the name Forsyth County Schools. As an abbreviation, they may use WS/FCS.   
Therefore, look for the following: 
 

 
Winston-Salem/Forsyth County Schools Schedule Change-Media and Public Address 

 
Radio: 
Local channels will have information about the changes. Local Spanish-language stations include 
Que Pasa and Movidita 
 
Television: 
Local channels will display schedule changes in a band across the bottom of the screen.   
Most channels list schools and school systems alphabetically. You may want to watch and wait 
for information about our school system.   
  
TYPES OF CHANGES 
 
1 Hour Delay - The school opens 1 hour late. The bus arrives 1 hour late.  
2 Hour Delay - The school opens 2 hours late. The bus arrives 2 hours late.  
3 Hour Delay - The school opens 3 hours late. The bus arrives 3 hours late.  
Closed - No school 

 


