
 

 

 

Hello, Wonderful RJR Alumni! 

 

Can you believe it is AUGUST? How is that even possible?! Here in Winston-Salem, the weather 
has been extremely hot and stormy. Athletics and band camps have started and new RJR teachers 
are preparing to join the BEST faculty ever! Monday is the first teacher workday, then students arrive 
on August 13th. 

 

In today's newsletter, you will find information about: 

 

1. The 2025-2026 PTSA newsletter--chock full of information about events at the school this year. 
We encourage alumni to get involved and attend events that are of interest to you. We can even join 
the PTSA and support the work they do through their Legacy Campaign. 
2. Crater Field and Stadium--plans for the Fall and who to reach out to if your class wants to get 
involved--Beat Em Tags anyone? 

3. Update on the RJR Arts Hall of Fame--September 13th at 6 PM in the Auditorium 

4. Update on reunions--sharing information and seeking more info 

5. ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT--Bonnie Angelo 

 

Do you have a suggestions for future newsletters or questions you want us to try to answer? 
Please send your ideas and questions to 

rjralumnipres@gmail.com. We need and appreciate your feedback! 

mailto:rjralumnipres@gmail.com


 

Happy reading! 

 

Karen Morris 

President, RJR Alumni and Friends 

RJR Class of 1986 

Director, WS/FCS Teacher Residency Program  

1. The RJR PTSA creates a NEWSLETTER (click on the link to read the newsletter) each year that 

is worthy of putting on the refrigerator to save the dates and to learn about important news for the 
year. 

 
Each year, there is a School-wide Theme. This year's theme is The Amazing Race: RJR 
Addition. The year will focus on teamwork, perseverance, challenges, and celebrating every win 
along the way. Principal Freeman's message says "in this race, every student counts, and every 
step forward matters. We're focused on meaningful learning, authentic relationships, and high 
expectations for all. We're here to help our students grow as leaders, artists, athletes, and citizens" 
 
Let's consider how the Alumni Association can help make this theme impact ALL students as we 

continue to lean into our mission "to foster among the alumni and in the community a spirit 
of community service, fellowship, and support of RJR; to promote among the alumni an 
active interest in the progress and welfare of RJR--its students and faculty; to enable 
RJR to maintain close ties with its alumni, faculty, and friends; to enhance the standing 
and reputation of RJR in the community and the state." 
 

Some Ways to Get Involved 
August 2nd 10-12 Campus Beautification Day 

Donate to the Demon Pantry (through the Alumni Association or through Dr. Amy Williams in Student Services 

ajwilliams@wsfcs.k12.nc.us) 
Attend Athletic or Arts Events (see the Year at a Glance imange below) 

Financially support the current students and faculty (funds donated to the RJR Alumni Association may be 

earmarked for particular programs or purposes) 
Volunteer 

https://alumniemail.rjralumni.org/?ref=S1kAADioGha2sLfYIDzWarryi6J-afDUAQAAAA_0prd9tRrxSGrTXkXJjAy5toG2YlZZ7Ey5ifCEBH0LeBK_fKbtx1GufWxFxZNOc8to8PN0WIOHIawj5v1mF6MaS5sCQvarkWE3sxasLUnGKIFHCfdqS78DFm0Z88ieOHwOwJ_QsxRDEY77U_MfvUxlf7L67-tRFQDoTl2XA3uUAfehSGli1l_qf4YmoArFkjxvGd_fipw78PN_U6xixvJRaRqb4_NnCRV5G0sbqLhksnWfPlnGv8WWfgwjT2EA02HtvYBYnwokG_C5-nQY0qg-mPSbecmDbKMmTIJUpp61HQi9AMKszkliz1Pjda86ms6sA43kFuY0IrKdwgfNSlKsbXZbRzjDoxkTabw5lp1UYCdCcTFomJwq-f8GRWjyl5x-8b8OhxYWsdVZXIzPVwmA8EvEHAgxQLt7WMM7fvCl5tG-bOrqR5sLjJ6_-UeBq2iJq_60Jm31CnGXCLTg4Fg


 



 



Beat 'Em Tags --Frank Johnson ('83) had the idea to sponsor/provide "Beat 'Em" tags 

(popular at least from the 1960's through the 1990's--were these a part of YOUR Reynolds 
experience?) for students and staff during this first season at the new stadium. We 
encourage classes or groups of friends to sponsor one or more games to bring these Beat 
'Em tags into the 2025-2026 school year as a way to build community and school spirit. 
Send in any donations you wish and mark them "Beat 'Em Tags". 
 

2000 tags would cost $800 

1500 tags would cost $600 

1000 tags would cost $450 

750 tags would cost $350 

 

Wouldn't it be WONDERFUL to have these Beat 'Em stickers available to students, 
faculty, and attendees for each home game this fall? (photo of a sample sponsored by 
the Class of 1983 during an earlier school year). 

 

If you/your class/your group of friends are willing to sponsor Beat Em tags, the alumni 
association can handle the ordering and distribution. If you donate for larger number of 
tags, they can be passed out at school AND during the game. If you donate for the smaller 
number of tags, they can be passd out during the game. 

 

YOUR class or group will be listed as the "compliments of..." part of the tag (see photo 
below). 

 

Send in your donations and mark them "beat em tags". 

 

2. Work continues on the M. Douglas Crater Field and Stadium. The stadium is 
expected to be fully functional for the Fall events. If you or your class are interested in 
arranging for a tailgating event for an upcoming football game, reach out to the Tailgate 
Coordinator, Vickie Schmoyer at veschmoyer@wsfcs.k12.nc.us. 

 



The first football game will be August 22 at 7 PM against North Forsyth. Many other teams 
and groups will also be using the field. 

 

Tickets for athletic events may be purchased by going to GoFan.co and typing in "R J 
Reynolds" (or clicking on the link above). 
 

Go to the RJ Reynolds Home Field Advantage facebook page to see updates and photos. 

 

 

3. The RJR Arts Hall of Fame that was originally scheduled for February 22nd was 
rescheduled to September 13th when a snowstorm delayed the event. 
 

https://alumniemail.rjralumni.org/?ref=S1kAAN3HjFcEg36m7WJKe79LswthpXz1AQAAAA_0prd9tRrxSGrTXkXJjAy5toG2YlZZ7Ey5ifCEBH0LeBK_fKbtx1GufWxFxZNOc8to8PN0WIOHIawj5v1mF6MaS5sCQvarkWE3sxasLUnGKIFHCfdqS78DFm0Z88ieOC0N7rkGzp0VUQAyBNN3c8lMcaDV8K50gRo9jAhnuPQ-HZtJ19UzaQd7ZNBmfHkRLgWSHzhxbkbHCQAeqqzXDE1gerQlIGzjn2Tga-ZL2gfdmXVGbF75qNOH2rgj3T-K2g


On September 12th, there will be a school-wide assembly, class visits with inductees and 
former inductees, and a luncheon. On September 13th, there will be an awards ceremony 
in the Auditorium at 6 PM followed by a VIP reception at Footnotes. 
 
Tickets to the VIP reception are $75 and will include food, drink, and time to visit with the 
inductees and special guests. Sponsorship levels also include tickets to the reception. 
There is NO COST to attend the awards celebration in the auditorium, though donations 
are encouraged. Funds raised support a scholarship each year for an arts intensive senior 
and the arts programs. 
 

2025 Inductees include: 

1. Bonnie Angelo, author and journalist, Class of 1940 
2. Robbie Bach, author and creator of the Xbox, Class of 1980 
3. Ellen Denham, opera singer and professor, Class of 1986 
4. Andrea Freeman, potter, Class of 1987 
5. Eric Johnson, film sound engineer, Class of 1982 
6. Matt Kendrick, musician and music director, Class of 1975 
7. Rioghnach Robinson, author and musician, Class of 2012 
8. Roby Walls, former RJR teacher and Key Club Advisor, at RJR 1971-2002 

 

Former inductees include: 

Ben Brantley--NY Times Theatre critic 

Ben Folds--musician and arts advocate 

Bob Mayer--musician 

Earline King—visual artist 

Joe King—visual artist 

Endia Beal—visual artist 

George Hamilton, IV--musician 

Howell Binkley--theatre 

Judy Voss Jones—visual artist 

Leonard Foy--musician 

Lindsay Jones—theatre sound engineer 

Michael Wilson—theatre director 

Minnie Lou Raper--musician 

Mitch Easter--musician 

Phil Morrison--filmmaker 

Wilton Barnhardt--author 

Tony Jenkins--actor 

Karen Wong—visual artist 

Tom Ogburn—visual artist 

Jon Sawyer--journalist 

Chris Stamey--musician 

Peter Holsapple--musician 

Anne Kessler Shields—visual artist 



Dave Doernberg--filmmaker 

Joe Troop--musician 

Mary Garber--journalist 

Phyllis Dunning—retired RJR teacher and arts philanthropist 

 

So far, sponsors include: 

Foothills and Footnote, Phillips Ranson Realty Team with Leonard Ryden Burr Real 
Estate. Roby Walls, the Morris Family, WTOB, Bunny's Catering, Phyllis Dunning, Frank 
Johnson, Charlie Jones, Emily MacMillan, Kiwanis Club of Winston-Salem, and Sean and 
Diana Toole 

 

The Arts Hall of Fame Committee is seeking additional sponsorships to help support 
the arts programs at RJR and the scholarship for an arts intensive senior who will 
graduate in 2026. Send donations to the Alumni Association and mark them "Arts Hall of 
Fame" or reach out to Dr. AmyBith Harlee (committee chair and RJR Piano Teacher) 
at rjrartshalloffame@gmail.com 
 

 

mailto:rjrartshalloffame@gmail.com


4. There have been several reunions recently and more are coming up. 

 

Here is a reminder to send information about your class reunions (and how you share 
information among class members) so we can update the website. 

 

Class of 1980 will hold a reunion on September 27th from 7-11 PM at Footnotes 

Class of 1985 will hold a reunion on August 1st at Littlejohns and August 2nd at 
Tanglewood DETAILS HERE with an image below. 

Class of 2005 will hold a reunion October 24-25 including a football game in the new 
stadium, a tour of the school, and a Saturday evening party (details below) 

 

Michael Wade from the Class of 1965 wants to know if there is a plan for a reunion for 
that class. Does anyone know? Please share if so! 

 

When you have information about your class reunion, please share with us so we can help 
you publicize your event and connect with classmates. Ed Munt shared photos from the 
Class of 1970 reunion from June 21st. I have posted them on the website. 

 

 

https://alumniemail.rjralumni.org/?ref=S1kAANwpU8sN2tXlFQnaogkMVWlfxEV_AQAAAA_0prd9tRrxSGrTXkXJjAy5toG2YlZZ7Ey5ifCEBH0LeBK_fKbtx1GufWxFxZNOc8to8PN0WIOHIawj5v1mF6MaS5sCQvarkWE3sxasLUnGKIFHCfdqS78DFm0Z88ieONEC_Xm0N4s2T1MzKiwHNxzIi445h66a-tcWl71JvLT1--IZI-zNlNLzjrMUkF1jNHAhVVacoK4YP9DBdKM3KKJU-zhIeTvtRJ9gxMQtATyhsprKefZIDLoDvy5Aq3ueUE2tt_QXC69l9qc4nh-m8FfQjjVtZUCZMmRncCEEM4tH_X1l6jpwlaDC4Idr7IIsWPtkP8KAiOwIC2OouypbqdDrQiYSHQDHM5FSQ6xOUwkwIuJmbD_3i_oR9mlTfObytFD7sNYYyyA8zXT-RaDt1gKi0RK2V_w9OMaLV13CkIOJL4gTYN1ItcGMMhDkzY-hOAbRusggyiRtmVDh1E2ZVZ8
https://alumniemail.rjralumni.org/?ref=S1kAAJnL-e_Tf9wcu7UpdXyu3togCWGIAQAAAA_0prd9tRrxSGrTXkXJjAy5toG2YlZZ7Ey5ifCEBH0LeBK_fKbtx1GufWxFxZNOc8to8PN0WIOHIawj5v1mF6MaS5sCQvarkWE3sxasLUnGKIFHCfdqS78DFm0Z88ieOMCWaldYIqLG6eFIWIf-TeosTaQrkVZ-A7J-5z0V-C4tFzVr1uqljtbhy_8lvtizJpyuPjk4KCZ-MTGndh1AhgoYUDVvgqTw3rM2oJqCucPsl-MGSCK7g9_-4CoQiuWnZ_8JjYiXZXrh0IS68zOKiGA


6. ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT--Bonnie Angelo Levy 

 
Bonnie Angelo Levy was involved in cheerleading, student government, Pine Whispers student 
newspaper, service club, knitting club, theatre, tennis and the personality club while at Reynolds. She 
graduated in 1940, then went to Womans' College (now known as UNC Greensboro) where she 
graduated in 1944. 

 

She served as president of the Women's National Press Club, aiming to end discrimination against 
female journalists. From 1967-1978, she was the Washington Correspondent for Time Magazine and 
became the first woman to run TIME's London Bureau in 1978. 

 

She died on September 17th, 2017 in Bethesda, Maryland after a long career as an author and 
journalist. 

 

Bonnie will be inducted to the RJR Arts Hall of Fame in September. 

 

 

 

Sad news to report--Last month's alumni spotlight was on Martha Martinat. She sadly 
passed away on July 26th, 2025. Her obituary is here. We send her family and friends 

 

Consider following the RJR Alumni on social media. 

 

Click on these links to go to the Facebook and Instagram pages and follow! 

 

https://alumniemail.rjralumni.org/?ref=S1kAAEXKc9f1wYCRY109M2wJngWMppv_AQAAAA_0prd9tRrxSGrTXkXJjAy5toG2YlZZ7Ey5ifCEBH0LeBK_fKbtx1GufWxFxZNOc8to8PN0WIOHIawj5v1mF6MaS5sCQvarkWE3sxasLUnGKIFHCfdqS78DFm0Z88ieOGyMcPirnV2MBhclc6kS3Sh1O_DoduDHFkQ5Eb8skHTXPCY_BshTa9sd4yqwt6h3sXx-yrm22vOD58433jgb6vzDe8XHy0kM8sogz1c0jrYVbouHuyWEBomRcBE9ggn1uzW_YZhR08_-EUMdRuqXpEspROf4wCqvmv3unqixLjAzCF4XxX_2EXnjkUPvXuJawW3je_oIRbzHnFyJSPybm9k
https://alumniemail.rjralumni.org/?ref=S1kAAECia9ihrHv_bnx2cQxBxv5jM-SKAQAAAA_0prd9tRrxSGrTXkXJjAy5toG2YlZZ7Ey5ifCEBH0LeBK_fKbtx1GufWxFxZNOc8to8PN0WIOHIawj5v1mF6MaS5sCQvarkWE3sxasLUnGKIFHCfdqS78DFm0Z88ieOJedNfUAbYCmVlFakdgSoADrNeLyKQlYF7WaeKL6yCpk8JRKwCu6Z6h0fHG_CSzbQSf22qDljUAPlV84fQ6Xp4P8IW_hooc6QWR4D7IGa6RM-jsCWCAKWMc-Ca94VbALsq8_dlNxjiM2CBQgkJnd6PU
https://alumniemail.rjralumni.org/?ref=S1kAAGD7JAS1uuOEGU1Imy9qh2eaoWFkAQAAAA_0prd9tRrxSGrTXkXJjAy5toG2YlZZ7Ey5ifCEBH0LeBK_fKbtx1GufWxFxZNOc8to8PN0WIOHIawj5v1mF6MaS5sCQvarkWE3sxasLUnGKIFHCfdqS78DFm0Z88ieOLoSUx9UeTBiWB5cwjGnTx4nDNOPu5kBCDQWBj7QwrLK9XD3cuSMNoWTZydLGk2bweae5iuHVV8pmiZqS--IthAo5LnBLfTUXcc4kIwIhDnjXLfUAwQ4TrJFeTI3tO3HOOib_mK7YEFvlR1K5liSjus


Please consider donating to support the work we do. Our goals are: to foster among 
the alumni and in the community a spirit of continuing service, fellowship and support of 
RJR; to promote among the alumni an active interest in the progress and welfare of RJR–
its students and faculty; to enable RJR to maintain continuing close ties with its alumni, 
faculty and friends; and, to enhance the standing and reputation of RJR in the community 
and the state. We have not had any financial donations since February, and we could use 
your help! 
 

Ways to donate: 

 

Debit or Credit card -- use this link to the WS Foundation OR this link to donate directly 
to the RJ Reynolds Alumni and Friends Organization 
 

Personal checks -- you may make them out to the W-S Foundation and include "RJR 
Alumni endowment" in the memo line. Please mail checks to Winston-Salem Foundation * 
751 W. Fourth Street - Suite 200 * Winston-Salem, NC 27101 

 

OR 

 

make the check out to "RJR Alumni" and mail it to RJR Alumni * PO Box 26172 * Winston-
Salem, NC 27114 

 

If you are at least 70 1/2 years old and you have an IRA, you might consider a 
qualified charitable distribution from your IRA. 

 

 

 

https://alumniemail.rjralumni.org/?ref=S1kAAFQw2m1eR7pbklfCy4z9iCnrk59KAQAAAA_0prd9tRrxSGrTXkXJjAy5toG2YlZZ7Ey5ifCEBH0LeBK_fKbtx1GufWxFxZNOc8to8PN0WIOHIawj5v1mF6MaS5sCQvarkWE3sxasLUnGKIFHCfdqS78DFm0Z88ieOBOkRE7Z3Aq5vVy9Zg20k8-yGYtn68MB-T__DSNllWYW1M8ytBiRBNGYUFR3UuTnzzFf1i2p598gpnnU_wBi5kXk5IvLqRsE4W1bVk9eI6Vir9eA_ay0b8EtvJJOTtn_P09ekbBMCp2yVyIiAqtgLU8A7MVp9nxEicL6bbffKSFm
https://alumniemail.rjralumni.org/?ref=S1kAALyjP4FV8g6UVRYm247IVTQ59ZNDAQAAAA_0prd9tRrxSGrTXkXJjAy5toG2YlZZ7Ey5ifCEBH0LeBK_fKbtx1GufWxFxZNOc8to8PN0WIOHIawj5v1mF6MaS5sCQvarkWE3sxasLUnGKIFHCfdqS78DFm0Z88ieOLc0Z34LSVQJiEkQzUOwXST-EXiBqV4MJkO7LH-Tv-fAMajydtC7wmMYJLZiDM07CQvemCuBTkPoxNL_iIgshAW7jzu1UC-qLG6XsUpRKuycLVovmpfkGOM3a2BOhuG9mWb8iiBWWw1FsY54XPQaqpxFouNLuZeEpeHd4D0E_Xd0
https://alumniemail.rjralumni.org/?ref=S1kAAHt50i7l3Nf2YnDWH1bVkOtRZRBxAQAAAA_0prd9tRrxSGrTXkXJjAy5toG2YlZZ7Ey5ifCEBH0LeBK_fKbtx1GufWxFxZNOc8to8PN0WIOHIawj5v1mF6MaS5sCQvarkWE3sxasLUnGKIFHCfdqS78DFm0Z88ieOMCWaldYIqLG6eFIWIf-TeosTaQrkVZ-A7J-5z0V-C4tTl0EBiXqm4et6HkQxPBpqYX9wE8p7aVu1zRC8M5PwqMGp7PGXp13eCqsphFtNJKEzpRweeCVUGnGdPeDgnIDRHDzPfKO1PkcxYAyCSZRZ41nyzO_W7P6Om3-dqVRmZdH


 

Feel free to forward this email to ANYONE you think would be interested in reading it. 

If you want to add your email address to our list, or have us change your email address, or have us 
take your email address off our list: merely reply back with that request. 

MANY thanks for your time and consideration. 

 

 

 


