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Innovative Teaching and Learning
Beyond the Four Walls: Cultivating Global Citizens Through Strategic Travel

Dr. Amanda Benolken
Superintendent
New Hope-Solebury School District

he typical classroom has four walls, but some of

the most profound lessons occur only after we

leave them behind. New Hope-Solebury School
District recently took several World Language students to
the Dominican Republic, serving as a powerful testament
to the impact of experiential learning beyond the school
building. From our first day in the country, it was clear
that a purposefully designed travel program does more
than offer a change of scenery; it fundamentally reshapes a
student’s worldview by providing a visceral understanding
of diverse social and educational landscapes.

This eight-day immersion was far from a tourist
experience, functioning instead as an impactful exercise in
global citizenship. Our students worked in true partnership
with Dominican families and community leaders, leading
English literacy lessons and collaborating directly with
local educators. These authentic interactions fostered a
level of leadership and community awareness that simply
cannot be captured within a traditional school setting.
Seeing these students in action inspired me to think
critically about how travel serves as a bridge to a more
empathetic, globally conscious future.

By connecting these and similar experiences to the core
qualities of our Profile of a Graduate, we guide students in
growing into engaged, globally-minded citizens. A strategic
travel program, supported by the district and aligned with
the high school curriculum, fosters the critical thinking
and cross-cultural understanding necessary for modern

success. Drawing on best practices, districts can establish
sustainable, impactful programs that prioritize these
transformative educational outcomes.

Establishing Strategic Priorities

To create a district-supported travel program, identifying
strategic priorities that align with academic and personal
growth objectives is essential. This requires defining

key learning outcomes that allow travel to complement
classroom instruction. For example, a history-focused
tour can reinforce lessons on global governance, while

a science-focused expedition might emphasize critical
thinking and curiosity by challenging students to navigate
unfamiliar environments. By integrating these specific
Profile of a Graduate qualities into various itineraries,
districts can ensure that travel is a critical component of a
student’s educational journey.

Our recent Dominican Republic trip served as a primary
model for this alignment, functioning as a hybrid of
language immersion and service-oriented travel that built
communication, confidence, and global responsibility
through authentic dialogue and community partnership.
Districts across the state are similarly structuring trips
around these qualities, encouraging students to view travel
as a critical component of their educational journey.

Building a Supportive Team

A successful program requires a dedicated team that



champions the mission and ensures alignment with district
goals. Each member plays a unique role in this process. The
district travel leader oversees the program at the systemic
level, ensuring alignment with curriculum and safety
standards. Travel liaisons support initiatives at the building
level by engaging families, coordinating fundraising, and
gathering feedback to improve future offerings. High
school educators serve as the primary trip leaders and
architects of the experience. They design itineraries that
ensure each trip reinforces specific learning objectives,
drawing on their expertise to make travel pedagogically
meaningful. Together, this team ensures that travel is a
sustainable and integrated part of the school culture.

Communication and Community Engagement

Transparent communication is the bedrock of community
trust. Establishing a multi-year travel plan is a significant
advantage, as it allows families to strategically plan and
fundraise over several years of high school. Regular
updates through digital platforms and informational
sessions keep the educational benefits front and center.
Community engagement also strengthens program
sustainability by bringing together local businesses, parent
organizations, and alumni to support travel initiatives and
fundraising efforts. When the community understands the
long-term value of these experiences, the program gains
the momentum needed to thrive year after year.

Making Travel Accessible

Ensuring equitable access to travel-based learning is a
moral imperative. Districts can achieve this by establishing
scholarship pools and partnering with local education
foundations and businesses to secure funds for students

in need. Offering a variety of travel options with different
destinations, timing, and costs can further reduce financial
barriers for families. By planning travel programs well in
advance, families have ample time to save and prepare,
making participation a realistic goal for all students.
Providing these financial support systems ensures that the
transformative power of global travel is available to every
learner, regardless of their background.

A Commitment to Transformative Education

A strategic travel program aligned with the high school
curriculum and the Profile of a Graduate profoundly
impacts students by broadening their horizons and
equipping them with essential life skills. By planning
thoughtfully, building a dedicated team, and engaging the
community, a district can extend learning far beyond its
physical borders. Through travel, we prepare students for
a world without boundaries, instilling the curiosity and
empathy they need to thrive as global citizens and lifelong
learners. We are not just bringing students to new places;
we are opening up a world of new possibilities for their
futures.
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