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 Date From Pertains to: Agenda/Committee/ 
Liaison 

1. 09-29-2025 Bergen County 
Division of Mental 
Health & Addiction 
Services 

Light the Night 
Wednesday, October 8, 2025 @ 5:30 P.M. 

 Mayor and Council 
Borough Administrator 

2. 09-30-2025 Mayor Glidden Mayor’s Newsletter Mayor and Council 
Borough Administrator 

3. 09-30-2025 NJ Municipalities 
Magazine 

2025 Contenders in the Spotlight 
Cyber Security 

Mayor and Council 
Borough Administrator 

4. 10-02-2025 Bergen County 
Division of 
Community 
Transportation 

Annual Public Hearing 
Tuesday, October 28, 2025 @10:00 A.M. 
 

Mayor and Council 
Borough Administrator 

5. 
 

10-02-2025 Bergen County 
Derek Sands 

Bergen250 - Celebrating Our History Mayor and Council 
Borough Administrator 



6. 10-01-2025 NJLM Weekly Roundup 
State Issues 
Lame Duck Preview Lunch & Learn 
SHBP Annual Open Enrollment October 1-31, 2025 
Update – SHBP Plan Design Committee Meeting 
Reminder – Best Practices Inventory is Due October 24, 2025 
Bipartisan governors Address Regional Electricity Grid Challenges 
OSC Public Contracting Oversight Webinar 
Complete the BPPT Survey Questionnaire Today 
NJDOL Announced $1.5M Workforce Equity Grant Opportunity 
NJ Municipalities October Issue Candidates’ Q&A Featured on Blog 
Federal Issues  
Federal Government Shutdown 
National Flood Insurance Program Lapses 
Conference Connections 
Grants 
Also of Interest     

Mayor and Council 
Borough Administrator 

7. 10-03-2025 Bergen County 
Mosquito Control 

Closter Borough Spray 
Tuesday, October 7, 2025 

Mayor and Council 
Borough Administrator 

8. 10-03-2025 Bergen County 
Division of 
Community 
Development 

2025-2026 Applications for: 
   Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funding 
   Home Investment Partnership Grant (HOME) funding 
   Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) funding 

Mayor and Council 
Borough Administrator 

 



























































































Borough of Closter                         295 Closter Dock Road                       Closter New Jersey 

     

     BOROUGH OF CLOSTER 
    295 Closter Dock Road, Closter, New Jersey 07624 
    _______________________________________ 
 

    John C. Glidden, Jr.       Office      201-784-0600 x500 

                                                                           Mayor      Fax           201-784-9727 
                                                                                      Borough Council 
 

Victoria Roti Amitai          Christopher  Cho       Jannie Chung                        
Alissa Latner                       Anna Maroules           Joseph Yammarino 

 

 

MAYOR’S NEWSLETTER 
 

September 30, 2025 

 

Dear Friends and Neighbors: 
 

The Mayor’s Newsletter provides announcements and details on the numerous events taking place 

throughout the community.  Please feel free to call my office at 201-784-0600, x500 to discuss any issue 

concerning the Borough. 
 

The 2025 Jim O’Halloran Kids Fun Run  & Dom Mircovich Memorial 5K Run  
 

The weather was perfect for the 200+   runners to participate in the 2025 Jim O’Halloran Kids Fun Run and 

the Dom Mircovich Memorial 5K Run.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                            Runners of all ages enjoyed the annual event 
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Closter Town Celebration   
 

Closter’s Town Celebration was fantastic!  The event started by recognizing the spirit of volunteerism, and 

who better to acknowledge  than Closter’s long- time resident, Donald Winters.  By 3pm, children were 

lining up for rides, games and the  Closter Fire Dept. Wet Down!  Later in the day the sound of music by 

Kootz Band and Shoreline Anthem filled the air. As Closter tradition has it, the celebration ended with the 

annual fireworks display lighting up the night sky.   I would especially like to thank the following Closter 

businesses for their generosity in donating the funds to cover the cost of the kids’ rides so that our children 

and families could enjoy them for free: 
 

Brasserie Memere Restaurant, Closter Coaches Assoc., EDENS Closter Plaza, First Commerce Bank, 

Gary’s Wine and Marketplace, Hill Restaurant, Lucio’s,  Sear House Restaurant, Stern & Bow 

Restaurant, The Powder Works Factory at 84 Herbert Ave. including: Dr. Shade, Erica Sabag Luxury 

Consignment, Humble Yoga, Oda Jiu Jitsu, Roots Café, and Soldados. 
 

The governing body and I appreciate all of the hard work that goes into delivering this type of event and 

extend a huge thank you to all of the folks behind the scenes that bring these events to fruition.  As Borough 

Administrator, James Winters, stated   “This year's attendance was remarkable, and I received a great deal of 

positive feedback from attendees. To the teams on the ground—Recreation, the Police Department, EMS, 

DPW, the Fire Department, Fire Prevention, and all our wonderful vendors—thank you for your incredible 

efforts. Your presence and hard work were invaluable. And to those working diligently behind the scenes, 

managing the paperwork, permits, and payments—we truly couldn't have done it without you. Your 

contributions are equally vital”.  A collage of event photos is available in the “Events & Recognition 

Gallery” at the end of the newsletter.  

 

MacBain Farm Park 
 

Save the Date for the Annual Farm Harvest Festival  
 

Celebrate the beauty of autumn at the MacBain Farm Harvest Festival!  
 

Join the MacBain Farm Committee on Saturday, October 25
th

 from             

2:00pm until 4:00pm at the Farm, located at 203 Hickory Lane.  (Rain  

date is Sunday, October 26
th
).   

 

All Closter residents are invited to enjoy a wonderful afternoon filled 

with classic fall activities.  Children of all ages can get creative with arts and crafts, including making nature 

bracelets, assembling baby scarecrows, decorating masks and, of course, pumpkins.  Parking is on Hickory 

Lane.  Don’t miss this charming community event that brings the spirit of fall to life at the MacBain Farm! 
 

Belskie Museum of Art & Science  
 

The exhibit “ANOMALY” opens on Sunday, October 5
th

 and runs through October 26
th

 at the 

Belskie Museum.  “Anomaly” features original and varied sculptures by 10 talented artists from the 

Tri-State area.  Featured are works of steel, concrete, wood, foam, paper, found objects, glass, clay, 

mixed media and silk.  The exhibit opening is Sunday, October 5
th

 from 1-4pm with light 

refreshments.  Museum hours after the opening reception are Saturdays and Sundays from 2-4pm; 

hours by appointment can be arranged!   
 

The Belskie Museum is located adjacent to the Closter Public Library at 280 High Street in Closter.  201-

768-0286    www.belskiemuseum.com  

      

Closter Nature Center 
 

The calendar for October Program and Activities has something for everyone!  Visit the website at 

www.closternaturecenter.org or email info@closternaturecenter.org for detailed information! 
 

 

http://www.belskiemuseum.com/
http://www.closternaturecenter.org/
mailto:info@closternaturecenter.org
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October 11
th

: 1-4pm:  Native Planting with Wild Wood Restoration Project – Help restore our forest!  We 

will be planting native plants supplied by Wild Woods Restoration Project to help the forest thrive.  Space is 

limited to 10 spots, so registration is required.  Register at:  wildwoodsproject.org/events/. 
 

October 19
th

:  4-6pm:  Music by the Pond at the Nature Center Cabin ~ Join us for an afternoon of live 

music by both professional and amateurs, filling the peaceful Ruckman Pond with beautiful sounds and 

melodies.  Unwind with family and friends, slow down and soak in the relaxing vibes. Admission is free, 

donations are welcome! 
 

October 21
st
 : 7pm:  Volunteer Open House.  The CNC is seeking volunteers to support important roles in 

administration, fundraising and strategic planning, plus hands-on work like trail maintenance and invasive 

control.  At our Open House you will learn about the variety of volunteer opportunities available.  Tell us 

you’ll attend at www.closternaturecenter.org/events    
 

October 29
th

: 7-8pm  Meet the Vultures:  Nature’s Cleanup Crew  Join us for an engaging program all about 

the fascinating vultures that call our area home.  Free for CNC members; non-members $5 suggested 

donation.   Register to attend at www.closternaturecenter.org/events.  
 

October 1
st
-November 1

st
: Hike-a-Thon Fundraiser Happening Now! The Closter Community Hike is 

November 1
st
, 10-1pm.  Make every step count!  Join the CNC Hike-a-Thon to raise vital funds for 

protecting forests, supporting nature programs and keeping trails free for everyone. Register to participate: 

www.go.rallyup.com/cnc-hikeathon  

 
Closter Improvement Commission 
 

Boo!  It’s time for the 2
nd

 Annual Closter Thrills & Chills 2025 Home Decoration Contest sponsored by the 

Closter Improvement Commission.  Sign up for the  Closter Halloween Decoration contest.  Take a picture of 

your holiday home and it will be posted on our Haunted Halloween Gallery!    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The top three entries will be judged by our panel of judges.  Plus, all contestants will have the chance to add 

their spooky home on our Haunted Homes Map for friends and neighbors to see!  New for 2025 is the Kids 

Choice Award!  For Kids to choose their favorite Haunted Home from our online photo gallery ad Spooky 

Homes Map going live on October 15
th
!  VOTING will close on Tuesday, October 21

st
 at 11:59pm. 

 

All homes submitted, regardless of category, will be eligible for the Kids Choice Award! Winners announced 

on Sunday, October 26, at the end of the Closter PTO Halloween Festival! 

 

 

 

www.closternaturecenter.org/events
MAYORS%20Newsletters%202020%20to%20Current/www.go.rallyup.com/cnc-hikeathon
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Closter Shade Tree Commission 
 

    The Closter Shade Tree Commission announces the 2025 Fall Foliage Photo  

    Contest.  The photo contest (click the link)   https://5il.co/3q7lh    is open to 

all     Closter residents; young and old!  Three winners will be awarded various amount 

    Gift Certificates generously donated by Bergen County Camera in Westwood.  The 

    STC’s 2025 Fall Photo Contest will run the following dates in order to capture the 

beauty of Closter’s fall foliage:  October 11
th

-November 23
rd

.   
 

Winners will be announced the weekend following Thanksgiving (Nov. 29
th

/30
th

).  Email your 

photo with the completed Photo Release Form to joettinger@closternj.us.  The Photo Release Form 

is also available on the Shade Tree Commission page of the Borough’s website, www.closternj.us  
 

Closter Police Department 
 

Traffic Signal Timing Modification Notice 
 

Please be advised that the traffic signal at the intersection of Knickerbocker Road and High Street has been 

adjusted. Vehicles traveling northbound on Knickerbocker Road will now experience an extended green light 

to help improve traffic flow through the intersection.  In addition, signage has been installed to alert 

motorists of this change.  We appreciate your cooperation and patience as we continue to enhance roadway 

safety and efficiency. 
 

 Safety Alert for Motorists 
 

As we enter a busy season filled with school, sports, and after-school activities, please remember to use extra 

caution while driving throughout our community. Children are walking, biking, and being picked up or 

dropped off at different times of day.  With daylight hours decreasing, visibility is reduced making it even 

more important to stay alert.  Please slowdown in school zones, residential areas, and watch for children 

crossing streets or exiting vehicles.  Avoid distractions while driving and consider using your headlights 

earlier in the evening.  Your attentiveness helps keep our children safe. Thank you for doing your part! 
 

Deer Crossing Alert – Drive Safely 
 

Motorists are reminded that deer are especially active this time of year, particularly during the early morning 

and evening hours. Collisions with deer can cause serious damage and injury.  Please take the following 

precautions:  

 Slow down and stay alert, especially in wooded or rural areas. 

 Use high beams when safe to do so, to better spot deer near the roadway. 

 Do not swerve suddenly if a deer crosses your path—this can cause a more serious crash. 

 Remember: If you see one deer, others are likely nearby. 

Closter Fire Department 

     The Closter Fire Department, 100 Ruckman Road, is inviting 

     the community to a Fire Department Open House on Sunday, 

     October 12
th

 between 11am and 3pm.   

     Come meet the volunteer members of the CFD who skillfully 

     serve our community in all fire related issues.  During the  

     Open House visitors can tour our fire trucks and see  

     equipment displays, learn about fire safety, children can enjoy 

     activities and refreshments.   

 

 

https://5il.co/3q7lh
mailto:joettinger@closternj.us
http://www.closternj.us/
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Mayor’s Committee for the Arts 
 

The Mayor’s Committee for the Arts, led by Councilwoman Victoria Amitai, has enjoyed an amazing season 

of concerts and musical entertainment at the Closter Plaza.  The 2025 list of concerts included performances 

by The Purple Glove Band, The Reflections Jazz & Swing Orchestra, David Lester Scance, Till We Can’t 

and Ronen Mikay’s Jazz Quintet.    
 

To close the 2025 season, come down to Concert Corner in the Closter Plaza on Friday, October 3
rd

 at 

7pm  (rain date October 10
th
) and enjoy the music of the Reflections Jazz & Swing Orchestra.  Bring a chair, 

a friend or a neighbor and be prepared for a wonderful evening! 

 

 

        

 

 

 
                                       “Concert Corner” in Closter Plaza                                    Ron Mikay’s Jazz Quintet 

 

A special Thank You  to the folks at EDENS Closter Plaza for their continuous support of the committee’s 

programs and their generous funding of this program.  Musicians are invited to email their inquiries about the 

2026 “Concert Corner” program to  mayorscommitteearts@gmail.com. 

 

 

Closter Public Library 
 

The resources for learning are endless at the Closter Public Library.  This month’s Special Programs include: 
 

Free Bridge Classes on Wednesdays, October 1
st
, 8

th
 & 15

th
 at 11am-1pm 

 

Downsizing!! October 7
th
 from  6pm-7pm 

Join Cathy Denis & Lori Carbon in learning helpful tips on the many facets of downsizing and selling your 

home in today’s marketplace. 
 

My Bill Evans – A Personal Conversation – Saturday, October 11
th
 2pm-3pm 

Join us for a heartfelt tribute to jazz legend Bill Evans, inspired by the conversations between Closter’s Joel 

Zelnik and the seven-time Grammy winner.  Learn more at 222.joelzelnik.com 
 

Museum Passes – the Library is offering a monthly lottery for 2 tickets to the American Museum of Natural 

History.  Drawings will be on the 15
th
 of each month.  Visit the website to register for the lottery! 

 

The Library’s Regular Programs include: 
 

First Friday Flicks – October 3 at 1pm featuring “I’m Still Here; Adult Book Club on  October 15
th
 at 3pm, 

Regular Programs also include Advanced ESL Conversation, Technology Help, Short Store Club via Zoom, 

Yoga & Meditation, Knitting and Craft Group, Zumba via Zoom and ESL Intermediate Class.  You’ll want 

to check out the library’s website and calendar for details on all of the tremendous offerings, educational and 

social opportunities the Closter Public Library offers to its patrons. 
 

Visit the Library’s website, www.closterpubliclibrary.org for details! 

 

 

 

 

mailto:mayorscommitteearts@gmail.com
http://www.closterpubliclibrary.org/
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 ~~~ Events & Recognition Gallery ~~~ 
 

Closter’s September 11
th

 Memorial Service 
 

      

     “We will never forget”… and Closter has never forgotten.  The  

     annual September 11
th
 Memorial Service, overseen by the volunteer 

     members of the Closter Fire Department and coordinated with all of 

     Closter’s emergency services,  was held on a beautiful September 

     morning; a tribute to all who were lost that day and all who  

     responded to the call. 
                                                              
           9/11 Memorial ~ Remembrance Park 

  

Closter’s Spirit of Volunteerism 
 

I often speak of the uplifting impact Closter’s dedicated volunteers have on our community.  Long time 

Closter resident Don Winters was a tireless volunteer.  Don selflessly provided years of dedicated service as 

a volunteer member of the Closter Board of Health, Closter Board of Ethics, Office of Emergency 

Management as well as serving in civic organizations such as the Closter Lions Club.   For thirty-seven years 

Don was a member of the Bergen-Rockland Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society. Between 

2000 and 2015 Don was a Crossing Guard stationed on his favorite post - Harrington Ave. between 

Memorial Park and Tenakill Middle School positively interacting with students.  
 

On Town Day, September 6
th
,   the volunteer members of the Closter Lions Club, the members of P.B.A. 

Unit 233-Closter Police Department, the Closter Coaches Association, Tony Lupardi and Lupardi’s Nursery 

unveiled a dedication plaque and a Yoshino Cherry tree near Don’s crossing guard post.  In addition to 

recognizing Don’s commitment to community service, his memorial will serve to foster the spirit of 

volunteerism in Closter.   

 

 

 

 
                                                     Dedication Plaque – Don Winters                       Jim Winters at Dedication  

      

Veterans Monument Park  
 

The Closter Lions Club wishes to extend a huge “Thank You” to the amazing Closter community.  Because 

of the support received at this year’s Duck Derby, the Lions Club was able to raise funds that went right back 

into enhancing our town.  Notice the brand new roof on the gazebo at Veterans Monument Park located on 

Herbert Ave.  Together, building a stronger community!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                                                Veterans Monument Park – Herbert Ave. 
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Closter Town Day 2025! 
 

What an amazing day!! Closter’s Town Day Celebration was enjoyed by residents of all ages!  Rides, games, 

the CFD Wet Down, food vendors and music with fantastic fireworks to end the celebration!!!  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

~~~~~~~~ 

 

The Borough is moving forward in many positive directions.  Our volunteers are the backbone of our 

community, and I encourage each of you to think of ways in which you can, as a volunteer, make a 

difference in Closter. 

 

All the Best, 

 
________________ 

Mayor 
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