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MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

BOROUGH OF CLOSTER 
 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES – WEDNESDAY, MAY 8, 2024 - 7:00 P.M 
 

Mayor Glidden announced that there would be one single meeting this evening. 
 

Mayor Glidden opened the meeting at 7:00 pm with the following announcement: THIS 

REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING OF THE CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL WILL 

BE HELD IN-PERSON, TELEPHONICALLY and VIA ZOOM VIDEO. You may join Zoom 

meeting including video by accessing the information posted in the Borough Calendar on the Borough 

website by visiting www.closterboro.com and clicking the link on the left sidebar for Calendars and 

Notice of Meetings and click on the corresponding date. To join via Telephone Audio Only:  

 TOLL FREE:  +1 646-558-8656; MEETING ID:  864 2063 3673; PASSWORD: 8675309 

If Executive session is required, the Council will retire to a closed session at the conclusion of the Regular 

Meeting pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 and follow the procedures provided in this statute. 
 

      OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT 
 This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of 

New Jersey, was included in the Notice of 2024 Mayor and Council Meetings which was published in 

The Record and The Star Ledger on December 29, 2023, was posted on the Municipal Clerk’s bulletin 

board and on the Borough website, and has remained posted as the required notices under the Statute.  In 

addition, a copy of the notice is and has been available to the public and is on file in the office of the 

Municipal Clerk. 
 

 ROLL CALL 
   Councilwoman Amita-present  Councilwoman Latner-present 

   Councilman Cho-present  Councilwoman Maroules-present 

   Councilwoman Chung-present  Councilman Yammarino-present 
 

 MAIL LIST FROM APRIL 26, 2024 (taken from the Work Session Agenda) none 

MAIL LIST FROM MAY 8, 2024 (taken from the Work Session Agenda) Councilwoman Amitai asked   

about Item 4. It is about the stormwater ordinance. Councilwoman Latner spoke about Item 7. Adrian 

Macmillan spoke about her dismay at what is happening across the street regarding the LGBTQ 

community. She asked for a small pride flag ceremony to show the people in the LGBTQ community to 

see that they matter. She wants them to see that Closter is in fact stigma free. She said that Tenafly and 

Westwood do such ceremonies. The Mayor said that he would support some kind of event. 

Councilwoman Latner said that the head of the DPW suggested getting a smaller flag pole that would be 

off to the left of the Borough Hall and that the requestor provide the flag. The Mayor said that there 

would be a ceremony. Mrs. Macmillan will discuss the details with Councilwoman Latner and talk to the 

DPW superintendent about the size of the flag. The ceremony could possibly be in a park or somewhere 

else.  
 

Adrienne McMillian read a letter concerning family members who are part of the LGBTQ community. 

She proposed other ways of showing support. She said that it would be meaningful to see the Israeli flag 

raised but is not demanding it. The Mayor asked the Council to consider the matter and that it would be 

discussed at the next meeting. 
 

Councilwoman Latner listed the Ordinances that had been passed by the County and asked that Closter 

also adopt them. 
 

Councilman Yammarino spoke about the fence Ordinance. The attorney said that it would be cleaned up 

and discussed at the next meeting. 
 

The Mayor related that John Friedland (owner of the Closter Farm) asked that three signs directing people 

to Closter Farm be placed around Closter. One of the locations is on private property, and the Mayor gave 

him the contact information. The Mayor said that the issue is does the Borough want to allow signs for 

private businesses. Councilwoman Amitai said that it seems to open a Pandora’s Box and asked whether 

they are governed by the Farm Act. Research will be done and the discussion will continue.  
 

 ORDINANCES 

 ADOPTION OF ORDINANCES 

 ORDINANCE #2024-1333 ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 183 OF THE ORDINANCE  

     OF THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER TO IMPOSE PARKING   

     RESTRICTIONS ON ADDITIONAL BOROUGH STREETS AND TO  

     LIMIT PARKING IN CERTAIN BOROUGH-OWNED LOTS 
 

 Councilwoman Amitai said that there are typos in the Ordinance and that she would like to pull it. The  

attorney said that the typos were small and could just be fixed.  The meeting was opened to the public. 

The meeting was closed to the meeting. Councilwoman Amitai moved to adopt the ordinance, second 

Councilwoman Maroules. 

   Councilwoman Amitai-yes  Councilwoman Latner-yes 

   Councilman Cho-yes   Councilwoman Maroules-yes 

   Councilwoman Chung-yes  Councilman Yammarino-yes 

 Carried. 
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 ORDINANCE #2024-1334 ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 170 OF THE ORDINANCE  

     OF THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER TO REGULATE PRIVATELY 

     OWNED SALT STORAGE 

The meeting was opened to the public. The meeting was closed to the public. Councilman Yammarino  

moved to adopt the ordinance, second Councilman Cho. 

   Councilwoman Amitai-yes  Councilwoman Latner-yes 

   Councilman Cho-yes   Councilwoman Maroules-yes 

   Councilwoman Chung-yes  Councilman Yammarino-yes 

   Carried. 
 

 ORDINANCE #2024-1336 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER  

     174 OF THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER TO ESTABALISH SUMP  

     PUMP  REGULATIONS 

 The meeting was opened to the public. The meeting was closed to the public. Someone from the public  

 had a question, which was answered. Councilwoman Latner moved to approve the ordinance, second  

 Councilwoman Amitai. 

    

   Councilwoman Amitai-yes  Councilwoman Latner-yes 

   Councilman Cho-yes   Councilwoman Maroules-yes 

   Councilwoman Chung-yes  Councilman Yammarino-yes 

   Carried. 
 

 ORDINANCE #2024-1337 ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPER A301 OF THE ORDINANCES  

     OF THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER UPDATING FEES AND   

     DEPOSITS FOR PLANNING BOARD AND ZONING BOARD OF  

     ADJUSTMENT 

The administrator asked to pull this ordinance as the land use boards and building department had  

changes. 
 

 ORDINANCE #2024-1338 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 71 OF THE   

     ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER REGARDING  

     LEASHING REQUIREMENTS FOR DOGS AND CATS 

The meeting was opened to the public. The meeting was closed to the public. Councilwoman Amitai  

moved to adopt the ordinance, second Councilwoman Latner. 

   Councilwoman Amitai-yes  Councilwoman Latner-yes 

   Councilman Cho-yes   Councilwoman Maroules-yes 

   Councilwoman Chung-yes  Councilman Yammarino-yes 

   Carried. 
 

 ORDINANCE #2024-1339 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 142 OF THE   

     ORIDNANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER 

The meeting was opened to the public. The meeting was closed to the public. Councilwoman Amitai  

moved to adopt the ordinance, second Councilman Cho.  

   Councilwoman Amitai-yes  Councilwoman Latner-yes 

   Councilman Cho-yes   Councilwoman Maroules-yes 

   Councilwoman Chung-yes  Councilman Yammarino-yes 

   Carried. 
 

 INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCE 

 ORDINANCE #2024- 1335 ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 35 OF THE ORDINANCES  

     OF THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER FOR APPLICATIONS TO BE  

     UTILIZED ON ALL DEVELOPMENT WITHIN THE JURISDICTION 

     OF THE PLANNING BOARD AND THE ZONING BOARD OF THE  

     BOROUGH OF CLOSTER 
 

Councilman Cho said that although his committee would like to introduce it tonight they would like to  

adopt it in June. It will be up for adoption in the second meeting in June. Councilwoman Latner moved to 

introduce the ordinance, second Councilman Cho. 

   Councilwoman Amitai-yes  Councilwoman Latner-yes 

   Councilman Cho-yes   Councilwoman Maroules-yes 

   Councilwoman Chung-yes  Councilman Yammarino-yes 

   Carried. 
 

Mayor Glidden announced the appointment of Chief Buccola as the municipal officer for the Motion 

Picture and TV Commission for the Borough of Closter. Councilwoman Amitai  moved to approve the 

appointment, second Councilwoman Latner. 

   Councilwoman Amitai-yes  Councilwoman Latner-yes 

   Councilman Cho-yes   Councilwoman Maroules-yes 

   Councilwoman Chung-yes  Councilman Yammarino-yes 

   Carried. 
 

VOTE ON CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS The Mayor read the following. All items with an asterisk (*)  

are considered to be non-controversial by the Council and will be approved by one MOTION. There may 

be further discussion prior to the vote upon request of a Council Member. Also, any item may be removed 

for further discussion or for Roll Call vote, in which case the item will be removed and considered in its 
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normal sequence as part of the General Order of Business. 
 

RESOLUTIONS 

*24-120  RESOLUTION REQUESTING APPROVAL OF ITEM OF REVENUE AND 

APPROPRIATION UNDER N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 FOR “NJEC OPEN SPACE FOR 

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION 
 

*24-121  BILL LIST 
 

*24-122 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUND OF PLANNING ESCROW 
 

*24-123 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUND OF LEGAL ESCROW 
 

*24-124 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUND OF ENGINEERING ESCROW 
 

*24-125 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUND OF TRAFFIC ESCROW 
 

*24-126 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUND OF BOND 

Councilwoman Latner moved to approve the Consent Agenda, second Councilwoman Maroules. 

   Councilwoman Amitai-yes  Councilwoman Latner-yes 

   Councilman Cho-yes   Councilwoman Maroules-yes 

   Councilwoman Chung-yes  Councilman Yammarino-yes 

   Carried. 
 

Mayor Glidden added Resolution 24-128, to hire a temporary driver/laborer for the DPW for 2024. The 

administrator explained that this is to replace someone who is out on disability and that this temporary 

person will be let go when that person returns. Councilwoman Latner moved to approve the resolution, 

second Councilwoman Amitai. 

   Councilwoman Amitai-yes  Councilwoman Latner-yes 

   Councilman Cho-yes   Councilwoman Maroules-yes 

   Councilwoman Chung-yes  Councilman Yammarino-yes 

   Carried. 
 

 The Mayor read an email from Jim Oettinger, Recreation Director. The email shared the fact that a senior 

 friend had received a scam letter asking for money. Mr.  Oettinger suggested that the warning be shared in  

 the newsletter. 
 

The attorney introduced the Resolution of Need that is needed for the affordable housing process to go  

ahead in case the 2019 resolution cannot be located. Councilwoman Amitai moved to approve, second 

Councilwoman Chung.(24-129)   

   Councilwoman Amitai-yes  Councilwoman Latner-yes 

   Councilman Cho-yes   Councilwoman Maroules-yes 

   Councilwoman Chung-yes  Councilman Yammarino-yes 

 Carried. 
 

 The attorney spoke about the agreement with MacBain Farm and that it had been tweaked. He said that  

Copies were brought. The attorney asked the Council to authorize the Mayor to execute it. Councilwoman  

Amitai said she would like to read it. The attorney said that some details may have to be worked on in the 

future. No substantive changes have been made.  (24-130).  Motion by Councilman Yammarino, second 

by Councilwoman Chung 

   Councilwoman Amitai-yes  Councilwoman Latner-yes 

   Councilman Cho-yes   Councilwoman Maroules-yes 

   Councilwoman Chung-yes  Councilman Yammarino-yes 

   Carried.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
 

 HAWKERS & PEDLLERS LICENSE 

 a. TRINITY SOLAR-CABRIELO GARCIA #24-03 

 b. TRINITY SOLAR-CHRISTINA CHEN #24-04 

 Councilwoman Latner moved to approve the licenses, second Councilman Yammarino. 

   Councilwoman Amitai-yes  Councilwoman Latner-yes 

   Councilman Cho-yes   Councilwoman Maroules-yes 

   Councilwoman Chung-yes  Councilman Yammarino-yes 

   Carried. 
 

 OPEN MEETING TO PUBLIC FOR ANY MATTER (5-minute limit) 
 

 Bobbie Bouton-Goldberg (162 Anderson Avenue) said that she is worried about MacBain Farm because  

 the Farm is not listed as a protected park. She said that she had heard that it is being looked at as a 

possible place for COAH. She said that fortunately there are two new Councilmembers who campaigned 

that they wanted to protect the farm and that she was calling on them. She said that she wants to help. The 

attorney explained that the Borough had no intention of developing MacBain Farm but that the affordable 

housing mandates do not necessarily care if a property is protected. The Mayor said that everyone on the 

Council feels the same that Mrs. Bouton-Goldberg does. 
 

 Paul Yarin, Chair of the Environmental Commission, said that there is an invasive species growing at the 

edges of the DPW compost pile. He said that it is highly toxic and that if you eat it you will die. He said 

that it has to be eradicated. He shared a website. The Mayor asked him to speak to the Health 

Commissioner. The Mayor will talk to the DPW and call a meeting soon.  
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 Councilwoman Amitai mentioned that she has already located the Resolution of Need from a few years 

ago. 
 

        CLOSED SESSION not needed 

  24-127   RESOLUTION TO GO INTO CLOSED SESSION AND EXCLUDE THE PUBLIC 

     (No Closed Session was held) 
 

  The administrator said that PSE&G is doing two massive projects in Closter over the next two years.  

He spoke about the alternate plans that are being made. He asked for authorization to go ahead and bid  

pickleball separately. No one objected. 
 

Councilwoman Chung shared that Andy Barone has won the Silver Fever award from Boy Scouts. She 

suggested that he be invited to the Meeting for a proclamation. The Mayor asked her to speak to his 

assistant to arrange it. 
 

ADJOURNMENT Councilwoman Latner moved to adjourn the meeting, second Councilwoman 

Maroules. All in favor. Meeting adjourned at 7:52 pm. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Stephanie Evans 

Borough Clerk 
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