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MAYOR AND COUNCIL
BOROUGH OF CLOSTER

WORK SESSION MINUTES-WEDNESDAY, MARCH 27, 2024 – 7:00 PM

Mayor Glidden opened the meeting at 7:00 pm with the following announcement: THIS REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING OF THE CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL WILL BE HELD IN-PERSON, TELEPHONICALLY, and VIA ZOOM VIDEO. You may join Zoom meeting including video by accessing the information posted in the Borough Calendar on the Borough website by visiting www.closterboro.com and clicking the link on the left sidebar for Calendars and Notice of Meetings and click on the corresponding date. To join via Telephone Audio Only: TOLL FREE:  +1 646-558-8656; MEETING ID:  864 2063 3673; PASSWORD: 8675309

1.	PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
 
      	OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT
This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of New Jersey, was included in the Notice of 2024 Mayor and Council Meetings which was published in The Record and The Star Ledger on December 29, 2023, was posted on the Municipal Clerk’s bulletin board and on the Borough website, and has remained posted as the required notices under the Statute.  In addition, a copy of the notice is and has been available to the public and is on file in the office of the Municipal Clerk.

2.	ROLL CALL
Councilwoman Amitai-present at 7:05 pm		Councilwoman Latner-present
Councilman Cho-present				Councilwoman Maroules-present
Councilwoman Chung-present				Councilman Yammarino-present
				
3.	REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF COMMUNICATION ITEMS

	a.	MAIL LIST OF MARCH 15, 2024 Councilwoman Latner spoke about the NJ Clean Communities  contest; she had passed the information along to the schools. Councilman Yammarino said that the NJ State parks have 800 high school summer jobs available.  

	b.	MAIL LIST OF MARCH 22, 2024 Councilwoman Latner spoke about Item #1, the leadership  scholarship. She contacted the woman who runs it, as this is the first she’d heard about it. 

4.	PUBLIC HEARING @ 7:00 PM TO SOLICIT PUBLIC COMMENT ON THE PROPOSED BERGEN 	COUNTY OPEN SPACE TRUST FUND GRANT APPLICATION FOR RUCKMAN PARK WALKWAY 	IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT
	OPEN FOR PUBLIC COMMENTS The Mayor opened to the public for comments on this issue. 

	Steve Isaacson (97 Columbus) asked whether this was a matching grant and was told that it is. He asked for the
	cost of the bridge and was told that it was for the repair of the walking path and that Green Acres state funds were
	being sought and that the bridge is a separate issue. The Mayor said that no Open Space money was planned to be
	used for the bridge project 

CLOSE PUBLIC COMMENT The Mayor closed the meeting to the public as no more members wished  to speak.

Councilwoman Amitai joined the meeting at this point.

	24-88	RESOLUTION TRUST FUND APPLICATION MUNICIPAL ENDORSING RESOLUTION 				RUCKMAN PARK WALKWAY IMPROVEMENTS

5.	REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS FOR REGULAR MEETING
24-89	TRANSFERRING MONIES FROM CURRENT ACCOUNT TO SHADE TREE TRUST ACCOUNT

24-90	TRANSFER RESOLUTION #2 AUTHORIZING TRANSFER OF 2023 BUDGET APPROPRIATIONS
23-91	RESOLUTION GRANTING PERMISSION TO BERGEN COUNTY MOSQUITO CONTROL
	DIVISION TO PERFORM AERIAL SPRAYING DURING THE 2024 MOSQUITO BREEDING
	SEASON AND AUTHORIZING LETTER OF APPROVAL TO BERGEN COUNTY MOSQUITO
	CONTROL DIVISION

24-92	RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUND OF TAX OVERPAYMENT

24-93	RESOLUTION RELEASING TREE BONDS

24-94	RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF SURPLUS PROPERTY NO LONGER NEEDED
	FOR PUBLIC USE ON AN ONLINE AUCTION WEBSITE

24-95	RESOLUTION AMENDMENT #1 TEMPORARY BUDGET APPROPRIATIONS FOR 2024

24-96	RESOLTION TO GO INTO CLOSED SESSION AND EXCLUDE THE PUBLIC

Councilwoman Latner asked whether residents would be informed about mosquito spraying and was told that as long as the Borough hears about the schedule in time they will.

6.	APPROVING APPLICATION AS NEW MEMBER OF FIRE DEPARTMENT
a. DYLAN PLESCIA (ADULT MEMBER) This will be addressed at the Regular Meeting.

7.	COMMITTEE REPORTS
a.        	FINANCE AND TECHNOLOGY – YAMMARINO (Cho/Maroules) Committees- Finance & Technology     Commission Liaison- Recreation, Fire, Food & Assistance The FDS can be filed starting April 1. The Ethics Board will send an email. The first draft of the budget has been prepared. There are challenges with inflation, legal fees, and insurance. However, new groups are finding ways to bring in funds. The Town Hall meeting on March 4 was not well attended. There seems to be confusion with assessments and the tax card. There are still outstanding questions. He followed up on a fund that could have brought in money, but it turns out that there is no money forthcoming. There has been a lot of work done on the website. The egg hunt is coming up. Don’t be late. 4/28 is opening day for baseball and softball. The playgrounds are complete. The pickleball courts are slated to be finished this summer. The Fire Department incidents and total hours are both up from this time last year. 

 b. 	PUBLIC SAFETY - LATNER (Chung/Amitai) 	Committee-Public Safety     Liaison-NVRHS Board of Education & Library Board of Trustees. A school security officer would be desirable, but it is not affordable at present. It will be a school board ballot question in 2025. It would be good to have an annual meeting. The next public safety meeting is May 9. BCCLS has a new interface. Over $3,300 was raised with the book sale; another will be held on June 15. Donations from Veolia and the Mantle Trust are making a water station possible in the near future. Freaky Friday at NVD was well received. For DECA and Future Business Leaders of America, students are doing very well.

c.	PUBLIC WORKS - CHUNG (Yammarino/Maroules) Committee-Public Works     Liaison-Closter Board of Education & Board of Health Board of Ed: The annual Gala will be on April 6. There is a table to council members. The principal at Tenakill is retiring after this school year. The schools are having a hard time replacing teachers who are retiring and leaving. People are asked to send recommendations. Councilman Yammarino asked whether they might hire retired professionals. Discussion.  

d.	ORDINANCES - CHO (Amitai/Latner) 	Committee-Ordinance & Legislative	Commission Liaison-Environmental & Zoning  At the next Mayor and Council meeting the underground utilizes ordinance will be brought. Recently a pool and a setback were approved in Zoning. For Environmental, composting is being explored. The cleanup date is 4/6 (rain date 4/7). The Elks Club pancake breakfast is 4/7. The engineer spoke about stormwater management. 

e.          HUMAN RESOURCES – MAROULES (Yammarino/Latner) 	Committee-Personnel	Liaison- Historic Preservation/Shade Tree Shade Tree: The Arbor Day ceremony will take place at Tenakill. Starbucks and Landmark Theater will participate in the contest. Deer guards will be needed; Todd Bradbury wants to discuss this with the administrator. Historic Preservation: She read an email from a student at Johns Hopkins University doing a research project. Discussion. The Mayor shared the story of the Four Horseman and said that there is not a lot of information. She was not able to attend the last meeting. 

f.	LAND USE AND CONSTRUCTION - AMITAI (Chung/Cho) 	Building   Liaison-Closter Improvement, Planning Board, Senior Citizens Improvement Commission: There is a subcommittee for the tree lighting. There are now lights over the pocket park, thanks to the DPW. There was a fabulous chamber music concert at the library. The summer series is being developed. There is a new Code Enforcement Officer, Joe Rizzo. The Planning Board is active. The fees will be on an upcoming meeting agenda. People are encouraged to attend the pancake breakfast. The Dog Carnival and Parade will be in October. There was an accident on the corner of Knickerbocker and Demarest. Discussion.  

g.	MAYOR’S REPORT 	Ambulance Corps	Borough Engineer	Northern Valley Mayor’s Association The Mayor announced a $400,000 grant for the bridge from Memorial Park to Remembrance Park. There are two ribbon cuttings next week: 4/4 at 4:00 pm for the MKT Diner; 4/5 at 5:00 for the Immerse Yoga Studio. The Greek Independence Day ceremony on Monday was well attended and very nicely done. Belsky Museum has a new exhibit. There will be a reception on Sunday. The Ambulance Corps is doing their annual fundraiser. The Lions Club will have another rubber ducky contest this year. There was a COAH meeting today to discuss the recent legislation. The Mayor described some of the aspects of the legislation. 

8.	OLD BUSINESS The administrator spoke about a 2009 sanitation agreement that is officially ending this fall. 	The agreement was with Miele, now IWS. The Council had no objection to the administrator speaking with IWS 	about continuing the agreement. The agreement has to do with the company leasing a street for access. 
	
9.	NEW BUSINESS none

10.	OPEN MEETING FOR PUBLIC COMMENTS (5 MINUTE LIMIT) 

Delores Witko (17 Bogert Street) spoke about the teacher shortage. She has two children who are teachers (one has now left) and reported that parents want teachers to do their jobs. She said that she sent an email to the clerk about April is donor remembrance month and the sharing network and organ donation. She said that she hoped the resolution could be passed. She said that the Farm Committee did not meet because there was nothing to discuss. She asked for the status of the contract. The attorney said comments had been received from Mr. McCaffrey’s attorney and would be discussed in Closed Session. She said that she did not think anything should be done until there is a signed agreement on both sides. She said that a resident had posted about what programs should take place. She said she thought they were getting a bit ahead of themselves and did not want rumors starting again.

Mr. Yun said that he appeared on March 15 and that someone was supposed to contact him and hasn’t. Councilwoman said that there was a follow-up call with the tax assessor and that someone was supposed to go to Mr. Yun’s house and hasn’t. The administrator will follow up with the tax assessor tomorrow and find out what happened. 

Steve Isaacson (97 Columbus) thanked Councilwoman Maroules for the Greek celebration. He said that the agenda said there was property sold and that the schedule was not attached. The administrator said that the resolution was to have the sale and that it is equipment only and will be on the website. He said that there was an article 5/31/1975 about the lone horseman (asked about by the college student). He thanked Mr. McCaffrey for planting the daffodils at Buzzoni. He said that the contract has not been signed. He also said that the Mayor does not have the final say about whether MacBain is going to be developed and asked whether the Council is in favor of developing the farm or swim club. He asked what is being done to protect the farm against development. The attorney said that avenues of protection are being investigated.  

11.	ANY MATTER BEFORE THE GOVERNING BODY

12.	ADJOURNMENT Councilwoman Latner moved to adjourn the Work Session and move to the Regular Meeting, second Councilwoman Chung. All in favor. Meeting adjourned at 8:10 pm.
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