MAIL LIST

December 19, 2025
Date From Pertains to: Agenda.{C.o mmittee/
Liaison
12-14-2025 | Closter Library New Releases — December 16, 2025 Mayor and Council
Borough Administrator
12-15-2025 | County of Bergen Project Homeless Connect — Volunteers & Donations Needed Mayor and Council
Borough Administrator
12-16-2025 | State of New Jersey — | Local Finance Notice 2025-19 Mayor and Council
Division of Local Borough Administrator
Government Services
12-18-2025 | Borough of Closter Traffic Study for Multiple Intersections Mayor and Council
Borough Administrator
12-19-2025 | County of Bergen Commissioners Resolution
12-17-2025 | NILM

Weekly Roundup
State Issues

* Local Finance Notice 2025-18 Revises CY2026 Budget Deadline

e LFN 2025-17 Issued on New Jersey Land Bank Law

¢ Energy Transmission Bill to Allow Wires on Preserved Farmland
Passes Committee
Senate Judiciary Committee Advances S-3470 on Cyber-Harassment
Bill §-4396 on Public Defenders Advances in the Senate
Treasury Announces New Online Portal for Farmland Assessment
Legislation Creates Regulations Surrounding Hemp-Derived Products

Assembly Telecommunications and Utilities Committee Advances A-
5982

Online Public Notices

Assembly Public Safety and Preparedness Committee Advances A-
6235

¢ Local Recreation Improvement Grant Now Available

Federal Issues

* Brownfield Multipurpose Grant Program Now Open

Also of Interest

¢ NJIM Blog: NJ Music History Focus of Free Webinar

Mayor and Council
Borough Administrator
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New Releases at Closter Library
1 message

Closter Public Library <circulation@closter.bccls.org> Sun, Dec 14, 2025 at 7:00 PM

Reply-To: circulation@closter.bccls.org
To: mmargiotta@closternj.us
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‘V‘ Closter Public Library
New Releases

December 16, 2025

Click on the image to be put on the list for these items. Visit our website to see more
new releases.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
BOOK ORDER DELAYS

Our longtime vendor, Baker and Taylor, has announced it will be closing its
doors. This unexpected change is affecting libraries nationwide.
This is causing system-wide delays for new book orderd and items on hold

across all BCCLS libraries.
We appreciate your patience during this transition.

Adult Fiction and Non Fiction
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ClosterPublicLibrary.org - 201-768-4197 - circulation@closter.bccls.org
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 9-8; Thursday, Friday, Saturday 9-5
00

Closter Public Library | 280 High Street | Closter, NJ 07624 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice
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Try emall marketing for free today!
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Project Homeless Connect - Volunteers & Donations Needed
1 message

Sands, Derek <DSands@bergencountynj.gov> Mon, Dec 15, 2025 at 2:29 PM

To: "Sands, Derek" <DSands@bergencountynj.gov>
Cc: "Pellicano, Breanne" <BPellicano@bergencountynj.gov>, "Lautz, Jared" <JLautz@bergencountynj.gov>, "Dorsett, Craig"
<CDorsett@bergencountynj.gov>, "Geroski, Natalie" <NGeroski@bergencountynj.gov>

Good afternoon local officials & county partners:

Please see the following message from our Project Homeless Connect Team. As we approach the holidays, we’d
like to wish you all a happy Holiday Season. It is also that time of year when we reach out and request
volunteers and donations for Bergen County's 201" Annual Project Homeless Connect (PHC) - Point-In-
Time (PIT) event scheduled for Wednesday, January 28, 2026.

Project Homeless Connect (PHC) is a one-day nationwide event in which the community comes together to
serve those most in need. PHC is designed to improve access to services and increase the understanding
of the issues confronting our homeless community. It fosters collaboration between non-profit, public,
private, and individual volunteers in the effort to end homelessness.

In conjunction with PHC, a Point-in-Time (PIT) survey is administered which will help determine the number
of people who are homeless in our community and provide us with valuable information that will assist the
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development fund initiatives, that will help prevent and end
homelessness in our community.

To register as a volunteer or for the outreach team on Wednesday, January 28, 2026, PLEASE CLICK
HERE. When registering, please make sure your most recent contact information and your proper
availability for volunteer timeslots should we need to reach out for any follow up. For additional information,
please call (201) 336-7454 or e-mail: Hsplanning@BergenCountyNJ.gov

We THANK YOU in advance for your support and we look forward to working with you again on this very
important endeavor! If there are others in the community you think might be interested in participating,
please feel free to forward this e-mail.

Derek Alan Sands (he/him/his)

Deputy Chief of Staff

Office of County Executive James J. Tedesco III
County of Bergen

Office — 201.336.6979

Cell —201.250.6080

2 attachments

-@ 2026 PIT Project Homeless Connect Donation.pdf
2376K

@ PIT Project Homeless Connect 2026 Volunteers.pdf
2375K
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BERGEN COUNTY'S
PROJECT HOMELESS CONNECT

Project Homeless Connect is a one-day national
initiative created to enhance awareness of the
problems homeless and at-risk residents are
facing and to improve access to resources.

T" P Ve

DONATIONS ARE BEING YONATIONS NEEDED*
ACCEPTED THROUGH e Coats for men and women

JANUARY 23: 2026 . &zizsgr\lg_vsexs%nd scarves

Bergen County Housing,  Men and women's short/long

Health & Human Services sleeve t-shirts and Henleys
Center e Insulated and regular underwear

; (Sizes M-3XL)
120 South River Street e Sweatpants and hoodies for men

Hackensack, NJ 07601 and women (Sizes M-3XL)

* Winter socks
* New flip-flops for showering

PLEASE CONSIDER DONATING (Sizes 7-13)

By making a donation, you help ensure e Full-sized shampoo, toothpaste,
that every person in need, regardless of deodorant, and soap

income or housing status, is responded *only new items will be accepted
to with care and dignity.

FOR MORE INFORMATION To schedule a corporate donation,
Please contact us at (201) 336-7454 or please contact:

email hsplanning@bergencountynj.gov Gineen Brady at(201) 336-6491 or
Will Veale at (201) 336-6489
Donations are accepted Monday-Friday

PROJECT
J HOMELESS
8| CONNECT
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BERGEN COUNTY'S
PROJECT HOMELESS CONNECT

Project Homeless Connect is a one-day national
initiative created to enhance awareness of the
problems homeless and at-risk residents are
facing and to improve access to resources.

Volunteers are crucial to the success of

Ja nudad ry 28, 2026 Project Homeless Connect. We need

volunteers for the Outreach Street Team to

9:3 OAM— 2:00PM help connect with individuals who are

currently experiencing homelessness,

meeting them with respect, integrity, and
Bergen County Housing, care.
Health & Human Services Center
120 South River Street VOLUNTEER HOU
Hackensack, NJ 07601 5:00AM - 8:00AM
7:30AM - 11:00AM
10:30AM - 2:00PM

Free Services & Information for
Those Experiencing Homelessness
e Senior Services

To donate, provide
Veterans Services essential services,

or register to volunteer
and become a member

Legal Services
Megntal Healthcare of the Outreach Street
Team, please scan the

Flu & COVID Vaccines GRlcouSor it
https://bergencountynjgov.org/phc/

Housing Information

{|HOMELESS emdil: hsplanning@bergencountynj.gov

PROJ ECT Please contact us at (201) 336-7454 or
S| CONNECT
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Local Finance Noice

December 16, 2025

Website
www.nj.gov/dca/dlgs

E-mail

dlgs@dca.nj.gov

Phone
609.292.6613

Mail and Delivery
101 South Broad St.
PO Box 803
Trenton, New Jersey
08625-0803

Distribution
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Administrators
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Election Officials
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—

Michael F. Rogers

Jacquelyn A. Sudrez
Director

Philip D. Murphy 3 AR
ommission

Governor

Tahesha L. Way
Lt. Governor

Community 1l it

CY 2026 Municipal Levy Cap Referendum Procedures

This Local Finance Notice provides specific instruction and direction to
calendar year municipalities considering holding a public referendum to
exceed either the:

e Two (2) percent municipal property tax levy cap pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:4-45.45 et seq.; or

¢ Two and one-half (2) percent appropriation cap pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:4-45.3 et seq.

If municipal officials are considering a levy cap referendum, this Notice
should be reviewed immediately by those involved in budget
preparation and elections.

Levy Cap referendums contain several key elements, the details of which are
explained further in this Notice.

1) Municipalities with Type II boards of education will hold their
referendum on April 21, regardless of when their school board
elections are held.

2) Municipalities that hold non-partisan elections in May and have an
election for local officers this year and want to hold a levy cap
referendum, will use that election date, May 12, and not the April school
date, regardless of when their school election takes place. A non-partisan
municipality without an election each year will hold a levy cap
referendum on the regular April school election date.

3) The first deadline municipalities considering a levy cap referendum
must meet is to publish a display advertisement announcing that a
referendum may be held. The deadlines are February 24 for April
levy elections and March 17 for May levy elections.

4) If a municipal cap levy referendum is held at the same time as an April
Type II school district election, the polls shall be open from 6:00aM
until 8:00pM, and the municipality shall pay 50% of the cost of the base
cost of the referendum, the cost of poll workers, and related costs for
the hours that exceed the hours set by the Board of Education for the
school election.

5) Referendums in State Fiscal Year municipalities will be held at the
November General Election.
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A. Background and Authority

Two laws govern the levy cap law referendum process: the 2010 levy cap law (P.L.2010, c.44) and
the original 2007 law (P.L. 2007, c.62). To implement the levy cap referendum process, additional
direction is required to address election logistic issues such as mail-in voting, voting machine
availability, and the need to accommodate different election cycles.

Through this Notice, the Director of the Division of Elections and the Director of the Division of
Local Government Services exercise their authority to modify and supplement existing election
processes to accommodate municipal levy cap referendums and ensure local procedures are
consistent with the intent of the levy cap law. Accordingly:

1) For municipalities with partisan elections, the CY 2026 levy cap referendums will take
place on Tuesday, April 21.

2} Municipalities with non-partisan elections taking place this year will hold their levy cap
referendum on Tuesday, May 12. However, if there is no such election scheduled this
year, such municipalities will use the April 21 date,

B. General Referendum Procedures
The election procedure for the cap referendum will vary depending on the municipality:

* Municipalities with a Type II school district which holds their election in April will
have the levy cap referendum question on the same ballot {in a separate space) and in the
same places as the school election. Regardless of the hours set by the board of education, if
there is a municipal levy cap election, the polls shall be open from 6:00 AM until 8:00 rM
per N.J.S.A,19:15-2 as amended. Matters concerning the cost of the added hours are
covered in Section G below.

e General election procedures are used for municipalities with a Type I school district
{which does not have annual school board elections) or a Type Il school district that had
its school board elections moved to the November General Election pursuant to the
provisions of P.L. 2011, c.202. The voting hours must mirror those of the general election,
6AM to 8PM; the municipality is fully responsible for all costs, and the polling places will be
the ones that are used for a general election.

e Municipalities with a population of fewer than 500 people may choose to hold a vote-
by-mail election pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:62-1, et seq.

C. Key Factors in Conducting the Referendum

It is critical that the Municipal Clerk, who will be handling election logistics for the municipality,
coordinate with the County Clerk, County Board of Elections and, in certain counties, the County
Superintendent of Elections. The County Clerk has sole discretion concerning the design, layout,
and printing of the election ballots, including the emergency, mail-in, machine, provisional, and
sample ballots. The County Commissioner of Registration, which is either the County Board of
Election or the County Superintendent of Elections, is responsible for preparing voting machines.
The Board of Elections in each county selects the polling places and appoints and trains the board
workers.

If a school election is taking place at the same time, the Municipal Clerk must also keep the Board of
Education(s) Board Secretary apprised of municipal decisions concerning any referendum activity.
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D. Publication of Notice of Availability of Mail-In Ballots

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:63-61, a “Notice of Availability of Mail-In Ballots” for any upcoming election
must be published as a display ad in the official newspaper prior to 55 days before the election.

s For the April 21 election, the deadline is Tuesday, February 24.
o For the May 12 non-partisan election, that date is Tuesday, March 17,

The municipal governing body must pass a resolution by at least a simple majority authorizing a
“Notice of Availability of Mail-In Ballots” to meet the applicable publication deadline. Due to the
statutory time constraints, if the governing body is considering a referendum but has not
made a final decision, the governing body should cause the Notice to be published to
maintain the ability to hold a levy cap referendum. Publication of the Notice does not bind the
municipality to hold an election if the governing body has not yet formally resolved to hold such
election prior to the publication (see Section E below). The referendum does not need to be

included in the Notice.

The Municipal Clerk is to assure publication of the Notice {see Appendix A for the notice text);
however, the Municipal Clerk should first contact the County Clerk as, in some counties, the
County Clerk will coordinate the publication of the Notice for the affected governing bodies. Such
coordination could reduce the municipality’s publication costs. If adopted, a copy of the Notice
must be sent to the Director of the Division of Local Government Services and the Board Secretary
of the Board(s} of Education.

E. The Referendum Question

If not already introduced, the municipal budget must be introduced no later than March 31 for the
April vote, and April 15 for the nonpartisan May vote. The budget must reflect the tax levy and
provisions of a planned referendum. Publication of the introduced budget must take place no later
than April 9 (12 days prior to referendum) for the April vote, and April 30 for the May vote.

Proceeding with a Referendum:

A governing body planning to proceed with a referendum must adopt an “authorizing” resolution
approving the referendum question and amount no later than the close of business on March 31
(April) and March 19 (May). The resolution for the referendum must be approved by a majority
of the full membership of the governing body prior to the introduction of the budget. A modei
Authorizing Referendum is part of this Notice as Appendix C. The resolution must set forth the
exact language of the referendum and the explanatory statement to be printed on the
ballot. All referendum questions and explanatory statements must be consistent with the
model. To reduce the potential for problems, it is strongly recommended that municipal officials
review a draft resolution with their county election officials ahead of the governing body vote.
Time is of the essence in terms of the County Clerk’s printing of ballot materials, particularly for
mail-in ballots.

A certified copy of the resolution must be sent to the County Clerk by no later than the close of
business on April 1{April) or March 20(May). If the resolution to hold the referendum is adopted
before February 24 {April) or March 17 {May), the Authorizing Resolution may be adopted at the
same time as the adoption of the resolution authorizing the publication of the Notice of Availability

of Mail-In Ballots.

! Statutory cite corrected on March 12, 2012 from original text of N.J.S.A, 19:63-17.




Local Finance Notice 2025-19 December 16, 2025 Page 4

On the business day following submission of the resolution to the County Clerk, a certified copy of
the authorizing resolution must be sent to the Division of Local Government Services and, if the
municipality has a Type II school district, to the Secretary of the local Board of Education(s). A
certified copy of the authorizing resolution must also be included with the budget package sent to
the Division of Local Government Services as part of the introduced budget (filed within three days

after introduction).

Cancelling a Referendum

If the municipality has published the Notice of Availability of Mail-In Ballot (as noted above, the
deadline is February 24 for April and March 17 for May) but chooses not to go through with the
referendum, the governing body must memorialize that decision by passing a resolution to that
effect and publishing a legal notice that a levy cap referendum will not be held as previously
announced. Such action will help avoid confusion on the part of voters and election officials.

A copy of the cancelling resolution must be provided to the County Clerk no later than the close of
business on March 31 (April) or April 15 (May), with copies sent by the next business day to
the Division of Local Government Services and the Secretary of the Board of Education if a Type II

school district vote is taking place.

Wording of the Referendum Question and Explanatory Statement

N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.46(b) requires that the public question (see Appendix B) include the following
elements:

o A declaration of the “amount by which the adjusted tax levy shall be increased by more than
the otherwise allowable adjusted tax levy, and the percentage rate of increase which that
amount represents over the allowable adjusted tax levy.”

e An explanatory statement that “identifies the changes in appropriations or revenues that
warranted the governing body's decision to ask the public question” or a “clear and concise
narrative explanation of the circumstances” for the levy increase that must be approved by
the Director of the Division of Local Government Services. In this case, “warranted” means
those line items that are significant or primary in nature, resulting in the need for a levy cap
referendum.

The model language in Appendices B and C reflects the statutory requirements.

In considering approval of a narrative explanatory statement, the Director of the Division of
Local Government Services will only consider narratives that are factual, explicit, and to the
point concerning the reasons for the proposed increase and written in a manner consistent with
a description of increases. Narratives that discuss actions (other than in general terms) the
local governing body intends to take as a result of the referendum failing will not be
approved. Such narratives are necessarily speculative, reflect an intention at a given
point in time, and could change through the course of a levy cap election or upon
consideration of alternatives.

Requests for a narrative explanatory statement must be received by the Director no later than
the close of business on March 13 (for the April election) or March 5 (for the May election).
Requests must be submitted in writing from the Mayor or presiding office of the governing
body. The written request must include the proposed language and an explanation of
circumstances concerning why identifying the changes in appropriations or revenues is

insufficient. Please e-mail written requests to dlgs@dca.nj.gov to ensure timely and
confirmed delivery.
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Parallel to submitting the written request, the municipality must also contact the Division of Local
Government Services by telephone at 609-292-6613 to schedule a conference call with the Director
to discuss the request,

Calculation of Levy Cap Percentages for Ballot Questions

To eliminate any confusion about how to calculate the correct percentages set forth in the ballot
questions, Appendix D of this Notice is a sample calculation and should be used as a guide, Division
of Local Government Services staff is available to review a resolution to ensure compliance.
Contact information for this purpose is at the end of this Notice.

Use of Public Funds to Promote a Ballot Question {Electioneering)

The attention of municipal officials is called to long-established guidance concerning how
government funds and resources can be used to inform the public about public referenda. It has
long been held that a government agency "has the authority and responsibility to commit its
resources in furtherance of a strictly informational function. However, the authority to inform
must not be conducted in a manner to urge or advocate an affirmative vote."2

While municipal resources {(newsletters, mailings, websites) can be used to inform the public about
the referendum, that information must be strictly informational. However, p ublic officials are
not prohibited from offering their personal opinions through other means (i.e,, personal contacts,
press interviews, letters to the editor, etc.).

Related Information

If a referendum on both the 1977 appropriation and 2010 levy caps is necessary, a single ballot
question will be used to meet both requirements. The model Authorizing Resolution and ballot

question contains optional language (italics) if an appropriation cap question is needed.

A levy cap referendum results in a permanent add-on to the cap. Municipalities that have a need
for a one-time guestion should contact the Division of Local Government Services as soon as

possible for appropriate referendum question language.
F. Conduct of the Election

1. Municipalities with Type Il School Districts veting in April: As noted above, Type II school
districts that did not move their elections to November, will be holding their annual election on
April 21, Pursuant to NJ.S.A. 19:60-1 et seq. for an annual school election {unlike a general
election), the board of education sets voting hours, with the minimum mandatory hours being from
4:00 M to 8:00 pM per N.J.S.A. 19:15-2 as amended.

If, however, a municipal levy cap referendum will be held on the same day, the voting hours will be
6:00 AM to 8:00 pM per N.LS.A. 19:15-2 as amended. Further, because of the imposition of the
additional balloting, the municipality will be responsible for paying 50 percent of the cost of
holding the election during the hours originally set by the Board of Education and the full,
incremental cost of the election for hours above and beyond the balloting if there were no

municipal election.

? Formal Opinion of the New Jersey Attorney General, 21-1975
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The number of election districts shall be those determined by the Board of Education, which can
ask the County Board of Elections to consolidate election districts (which may reduce the
number of polling places). The final decision on polling places, however, rests with the County
Board of Elections. The municipality cannot ask for additional election districts.

To summarize, holding a municipal and school levy cap referendum at the same time requires
that:

a. The municipal levy cap and school ballot questions be conducted simultaneously with the
polls open on all ballot questions from 6:00 AM to 8:00 PM per N.J.S.A. 19:15-2 as amended;

b. The costs incurred for the hours (mainly board worker compensation) over those
originally determined by the Board of Education be paid by the municipality; and

c. Other costs, including poll workers for the base hours, facility costs, and general costs of
the election, such as ballot printing, voting machine transportation, and overtime for the
county election offices, will be split evenly between the municipality and school board.

Municipal, school, and county officials should cooperate and keep each other informed to timely
resolve any local matters concerning the election. The Division of Elections and the Division of
Local Government Services can also assist in resolving disputes about payments or related issues.

2. Municipalities with Type 1 School Districts (and municipalities that had their school
elections moved to November): If the governing body in a municipality with a Type I school
district authorizes a levy cap referendum, the municipality will be solely responsible for all the
costs of the election. The election will be conducted as a general election, in terms of voting hours
(6 AM to 8 pM) and the polling places. The County Board of Election will be responsiblie for the
appointment and supervision of the board workers.

In terms of other costs, the municipality must pay for all printing costs incurred by the County
Clerk, polling place rentals, voting machine transportation, and is responsible for a portion of the
overtime costs incurred by county election officials.

3. Municipalities holding a non-partisan election: If a municipality is holding a non-partisan
election this year, the levy cap referendum will be an additional ballot question on the municipal
ballot. The election will continue to be run as a municipal election, with all costs covered by the
municipality.

4, Referendum Costs and Budgets: Referendum costs are exclusions from the cap only if the
referendum succeeds and the cost was built into the amount proposed for the referendum. If the
referendum fails, the cost must be absorbed in the budget within the levy cap.

G. Referendum Outcome

Cap referendums need to be approved by 50 percent plus one {50% + 1) of the votes cast
regarding the question. If the vote is less, the question fails. The Board of County Canvassers
{consisting of the four members of the County Board of Elections) shall certify the results of the
referendum. The County Clerk, who acts as the Clerk of the Board of County Canvassers, will
provide a copy of the certified results to the Director of the Division of Local Government Services
not later than May 29. If the referendum is defeated, the municipality must amend the budget to
reflect the allowable levy.
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Budget Amendment if the Question is Defeated: The Attorney General has provided the Division

with legal advice regarding budget amendments if the tax levy question is defeated by the voters.
The advice provides that while the purpose of the Authorizing Resolution and Explanatory
Statement is to fully inform the voters on the referendum, it is not intended to limit the discretion
of the governing body in finally formulating its budget if the referendum is rejected. This provides
the governing body with the flexibility to amend the budget to meet current needs if the
referendum is rejected, provided that the governing body initially acted in good faith.

Finally, given the potential for defeat of the referendum, the municipality should plan in
advance what actions it will take if the referendum is defeated and be prepared to take
immediate action to adopt a budget within the 2% levy cap. This may include the preparation
and filing of layoff plans or negotiating, as appropriate, with parties to collective negotiation
agreements.

The final budget for municipalities conducting an April referendum must be adopted by Friday,
May 8. For May referendums, the adoption deadline is Friday, June 5.

Appendix E of the Notice is a summary of the formal steps that must be taken and reported to the
various agencies. It also includes a table summarizing the steps and dates for both April and May

votes.

Documents sent to the Division of Local Government Services should be labeled as “Levy Cap
Referendum” and sent in any of the following methods as appropriate to the timeliness of the
document:

Mail or Overnight Delivery:

Levy Cap Referendum

Division of Local Government Services
101 South Broad Street

PO Box 803

Trenton, NJ] 08625-0803

Email: dlgs@dca.nj.gov

Chief Financial Officers should upload all related documents into the FAST system with their
introduced or adopted budget as appropriate.

Approved: Michael F. Rogers, Director, Division of Local Government Services
Donna Barber, Director, Division of Elections
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APPENDIX A
FORM OF NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF MAIL-IN BALLOTS (N.].S.A. 19:63-6)

19:63-6 Publication of notice. (pertinent parts)

6. a. The county clerk, in the case of any Statewide election, countywide election, or school election in a

regional or other school district comprising more than one municipality; the municipal clerk, in the case of

any municipal election or school election in a school district comprising a single municipality; and the

commissioners or other governing or administrative body of the district, in the case of any election to be

held in any fire district or other special district, other than a municipality, created for specified public

purposes within one or more municipalities, shall publish the following notice in substantially the following

form:

(Only the text below the line is published. Text in italics is only used if there is an appropriation levy
question on the ballot as well or a difference between partisan or non-partisan election dates.)

NOTICE TO PERSONS WANTING MAIL-IN BALLOTS

If you are a qualified and registered voter of the State who wants to vote by mail in the <name of
municipality> municipal levy <and appropriation> cap referendum election to be held on April 21,
2026 (May 12 if a non-partisan vote), the following applies:

You must complete the application form below and send it to the county clerk where you reside or
write or apply in person to the county clerk where you reside to request a mail-in ballot.

The name, address, and signature of any person who has assisted you in completing the mail-in
ballot application must be provided on the application, and you must sign and date the application.

No person may serve as an authorized messenger or bearer for more than three qualified voters per
election, except that an authorized messenger or bearer may serve as such for up to five qualified voters
in an election if those voters are immediate family members residing in the same household as the
messenger or bearer.

No person who is a candidate in the election for which the voter requests a mail-in ballot may
provide any assistance in the completion of the ballot or serve as an authorized messenger or bearer.

A person who applies for a mail-in ballot must submit their application at least seven days before
the election, but such person may request an application in person from the county clerk up to 3 p.m. of
the day before the election.

Voters who want to vote by mail in all future elections will, after their initial request and without
further action on their part, be provided with a mail-in ballot until the voter requests otherwise in writing.

Application forms may be obtained by applying to the undersigned either in writing or by
telephone, or the application form provided below may be completed and forwarded to the
undersigned.

IR oo rmsrmmnspsemsnmsmsmnmmamsmmnsmesnsnmmmenssmsanzsss e A A AR A AR (signature

(address of county clerk) (telephone no. of county clerk)
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APPENDIX B
Model Public Question for Increase in Levy Cap (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.46)
and/or Appropriation Cap (N.].S.A. 40A:4-45.16}
Instructions:

1. Insert underscored items in parenthesis only if necessary to the circumstances;
2. Items in italics are only used if the referendum requires a municipal appropriation cap question.
3. Additional lines may be inserted in the Explanatory Statement tables.

The public question for a cap referendum shall reference only the amount that exceeds the adjusted
levy or appropriation cap. The Public Question and Interpretative Statement to be placed on the ballot

shall be as follows:
Public Question

“Shall the (name of governing body} of the (name of municipality) be authorized to increase its
adjusted tax levy by $ more than the allowable adjusted tax levy, whichis __ %

more than the allowable adjusted tax levy as provided by N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.44 et seq., and shall it
be authorized to increase to adopt the (insert year) Municipal Purposes Budget in excess of the
increase limitation by (insert percent) or (insert dollar amount} as provided by N.J.S.A, 40A:4-
45.3(i)”

Explanatory Statement
The following identifies the changes in appropriations or revenues that warranted the governing
body's decision to ask the public question,
(Include below line items as appropriate or an alternative explanatory narrative approved by the
Director of the Division of Local Government Services.)
Loss of Revenue Line Items Amount of Loss

Increase in Appropriation Line Items Amount of Increase

A "yes" vote will authorize the governing body of the municipality to adopt the budget that was
introduced and published that provided for an increase in the tax levy over the allowable property
tax levy cap and an increase in the allowable municipal purposes appropriations over the amount
authorized by State law at the rate of increase described in the ballot question.

A"no" vote means that the governing body must amend the budget through appropriation reductions or
allowable non-property tax revenue increases in order to adopt the budget within the tax levy and
appropriation increase limits set forth by law.
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APPENDIX C
CY 2026 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A LEVY CAP REFERENDUM

Instructions:

1. Insert underscored items in parenthesis as necessary to the circumstances; Use Appendix D
Column References {Col. Ref} to calculate amounts as indicated below.

2. Items in italics are only used if the referendum requires @ municipal appropriation cap question or
non-partisan vote,

3. Additional lines may be inserted in the Explanatory Statement tables.

RESOLUTION BY THE (name of governing body) OF THE
{name of municipality) IN THE COUNTY OF (name of county) AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY
AUTHORIZING A MUNICIPAL LEVY CAP REFERENDUM ON APRIL 21 <May 12>, 2026

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.45 provides that in preparation of its budget, a municipality
shall, subject to certain statutory exceptions, limit any increase in its allowable municipal tax levy
to two percent (2%]) over the previous year’s tax levy; and,

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.46, permits a municipality to increase its allowable tax levy by
a percentage rate greater than otherwise authorized where said increase is approved by

referendum; and,

WHEREAS, N.].5.A. 40A:4-45.3(i) provides that in preparation of its budget, a municipality may
add to its allowable final appropriations any amount approved by referendum; and,

WHEREAS, the (name of governing body) of the (name of municipality), in the County of
{name of county) has called for a special referendum election pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.46 and
N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.3a, because it finds it advisable and necessary to increase its 2026 allowable tax
levy and allowable final appropriations by more than otherwise authorized; and,

WHEREAS, the (name of governing body) of the (name of municipality) hereby determines
that an (additional percent increase — Col, Ref "C") increase in the allowable tax levy, which is

{dollar increase over the permitted 2% amount - Col Ref. “A”) in excess of the increase in
allowable tax levy, and that an increase of (insert percent} or (insert dollar amount) over its
otherwise allowable final appropriations shall be added, will only become effective upon
authorization by the voters by referendum; and,

WHEREAS, set forth below are those that have given rise to the need to seek an increase in
the allowable tax levy and final appropriations from what would otherwise be provided under the
limitations of state law:

Loss of Revenue Line [tems Amount of Loss

Increase in Appropriation Line Items Amount of Increase
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NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the question to be placed on the ballot shall be

as follows:
Public Question

“Shall the (name of governing body} of the {(name of municipality) be authorized to increase
its adjusted tax levy by $ more than the allowable adjusted tax levy, whichis___%
more than the allowable adjusted tax levy as provided by N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.44 et seq., and
shall it be authorized to increase to adopt the (insert year) Municipal Purposes Budget in
excess of the increase limitation by (insert percent} or {insert dollar amount) as provided by
N.J.S.A 40A:4-45.3(1)"

Explanatory Statement

The following identifies the changes in appropriations or revenues that warranted the
governing body's decision to ask the public question.

(Include below line items as appropriate or an alternative explanatory narrative approved
by the Director of the Division of Local Government Services.)

Loss of Revenue Line [tems Amount of Loss

Increase in Appropriation Line Items Amount of Increase

A "yes" vote will authorize the governing body of the municipality to adopt the budget
that was introduced and published that provided for an increase in the tax levy over the
allowable property tax levy cap, and an increase in the allowable municipal purposes
appropriations over the amount authorized by State law at the rate of increase described
in the ballot question,

A "no" vote means that the governing body must amend the budget through appropriation
reductions or allowable non-property tax revenue increases in order to adopt the budget
within the tax levy and appropriation increase limits set forth by law.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that said referendum be, and the same is scheduled for
April 21, 2026 (May 12), between the hours of 6:00 AM and 8:00 pM prevailing time, in the
manner provided by statute.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a public hearing on the budget will be held at the (insert

location, date and time of public hearing), at which time and place objections to said budget
may be presented by taxpayers or other interested parties.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that one certified copy of this Resolution, shall be
transmitted to the County Clerk of (name of county) and the Director of the Division of
Local Government Services, within one business day after adoption, but no later than April
1{April 16), with the recorded vote included thereon.

{insertlocal resolution closing, certification, and seal text}
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Appendix D
Calculation of Tax Levy Amounts for Referendum and Public Question
Col.
CALCULATION SECTION Amount
Reference

“Amount approved by referendum” (per Levy Cap Workbook, Summary
A Levy Cap Calculation page) to insert in Authorizing Resolution and Ballot

Question.
B Maximum Allowable Amount to be Raised by Taxation. *

Percentage Increase above the 2% Maximum Allowable Amount to be
C Raised by Taxation if Referendum is approved to insert in Resolution and

Ballot Question (A/B)

*Per the levy cap workbook, Summary Levy Cap Calculation page
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Summary of Key Steps and Actions Regarding Levy Cap Referendums
(Dates in parenthesis are for May, non-partisan votes)

1, Adoption of resolution authorizing publication of Notice of Availability of Mail-In Ballots:
a. Due date: in time for the display ad to be published by February 24 (March 17).

b. Coordinate with County Clerk and County Election Officials.
¢. Send copy of adopted resolution to Div. of Local Govt. Services and School Board Secretary.

2.

Resolution setting the referendum question:

a. Due date; Close of business on April 1 (March 20), or 3 days after adoption, whichever

is sooner.

b. Coordinate with the County Clerk in advance if possible.
By the next business day, send a copy of the adopted resolution to the Division of Local
Government Services and the School Board Secretary.

d. Include copy with introduced budget package sent to Div. of Local Government Services.

Optional: Request for Narrative Explanatory Statement:

a. Prior to March 13(March 5), discussion w/ county election officials.

b. By March 13 (March 5), request permission from the Director of the Division of Local
Government Services and contact the Director’s office by phone.

4, Results of Election: Certified by Board of County Canvassers {(Municipal Clerk] to the
municipality and Division of Local Government Services, due by May 29.

Summary of Municipal Levy Referendum Deadlines

Referendum on April
School Election Date

Referendum on
May Non-Partisan

Referendum Event (Partisan) Election
1. Publication of Notice of Availability of Mail-In Ballots February 24 March 17
2. Submit requests for approval of municipal referendum March 13 March 5
nariative to Division of Local Government Services
3. Latest date to introduce municipal budget March 31 April 15
4, a.Lastdate of passage of resolution setting the referendum
guestion and amount: March 31 March 19
b. Send to County Clerk by: April 1 March 20
c. Send to School Board Secretary (if school vote also) by: April 1 March 20
d. Send to Division of Local Government Services by: April1 March 20
5. Last date to cancel a planned referendum March 31 April 15
6. Latest date to publish municipal budget April 9 Aprit 30
7. Election Date April 21 May 12
8. Latest date to adapt municipal budget May 8 June 5
9, Decision of Board of Canvassers May 29 May 29
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Re: Traffic Study for Multiple Intersections

1 message

Patricia Hwang <patriciayhwang79@gmail.com> Thu, Dec 18, 2025 at 2:58 PM
To: Christopher Cho <ccho@closternj.us>

Cc: Mari Margiotta <mmargiotta@closternj.us>, James Winters <jwinters@closternj.us>, Mayor & Council
<mayorcouncil@closternj.us>, Nick DeNicola <ndenicola@boswellengineering.com>

The intersections that come to mind:

1. High Street and Closter Dock Road - that blinking light is not enough

2. Herbert Avenue and Closter Dock Road

3. The light at Piermont and Closter Dock Road - facing Exxon gas station to the left - that light has no left turn signal, but
perpendicular to that, there is a left turn signal. | feel a left turn signal is necessary there.

4, The light at High Street and Knickerbocker Road could use a left turn signal as it's a very busy intersection.

Thank you for asking!
Patricia
On Thu, Dec 18, 2025 at 2:20 PM Christopher Cho <ccho@closternj.us> wrote:

That's great news. Which intersections are you referring to? We could discuss at our next council meeting. Feel free
to join us at borough hall or via zoom. Details can be found on the closterboro.com website under events.

Adding our Clerk and Administrator.
Mari, Could you add this to our mailing list? Thank you.
Best Regards,

Christopher Cho

Councilman

Borough of Closter

295 Closter Dock Road
Closter, NJ 07624

Ph 201-784-0600 ext 432
ccho@closternj.us
http://www.closternj.us

On Thu, Dec 18, 2025 at 1:40 PM Patricia Hwang <patriciayhwang79@gmail.com> wrote:

Hi Mr. Cho,

Thank you for your responsel

| have been in communication with Bergen County engineer Joseph Femia. He wrote to me that a light will be
installed sometime in 2026 at Vervalen and Piermont, though the specific date is yet to be determined. He also said
that in order for the County to install a light at County roads, a study has to be done. In order for a study to take
place, the municipality of Closter has to submit a request for a study for each particular issue. | want to know how
can we as a town submit requests for multiple intersections so we can preserve the small-town feel of Closter and
improve safety?

| Sincerely,
Patricia




' On Thu, Dec 18, 2025 at 1:24 PM Christopher Cho <ccho@closternj.us> wrote:

} | Ms. Hwang,

N

' Thank you for your concerns and suggestions. Traffic congestion and safety risks are discussed frequently during
our council meetings and remain high on our priority list. We are well aware of several problematic intersections.

' One of our main challenges is that a number of major roads—including Piermont, Closter Dock, Schraalenburgh,

' High, Knickerbocker, and Durie—are county-controlled. The County approved a signal light at the intersection of

| | Vervalen and Piermont quite some time ago, possibly more than five years ago, before | joined the Council. While |
| | do not know the exact year of County approval, our Borough Engineer continues to follow up with the County for

- | updates; unfortunately, we have not received any timeline for installation. Frustrating!

| More recently, we adjusted the signal timing at High Street and Knickerbocker Road due to the high number of
| accidents occurring on Knickerbocker and Demarest. Ultimately, our biggest challenge continues to be securing
timely action from the County.

| have also included our Borough Engineer Nick DeNicola if you have any further questions. We welcome any
- public input/discussions and encourage it.

Best Regards,

; Christopher Cho

Councilman
| Borough of Closter
| 295 Closter Dock Road
| Closter, NJ 07624
| Ph 201-784-0600 ext 432
| ccho@closternj.us
| http:/mww.closternj.us

| On Thu, Dec 18, 2025 at 9:06 AM Patricia Hwang <patriciayhwang79@gmail.com> wrote:
’ | Hi Mayor Glidden and Members of the Town Council,

| am writing as a resident to express concern about increasing traffic congestion and safety risks at several
intersections throughout our town. Over time, traffic volumes appear to have grown significantly and many
intersections now experience frequent backups, aggressive driving behaviors, and situations that feel unsafe for

drivers, pedestrians, and cyclists.

Given these conditions, | respectfully request that the town consider commissioning a comprehensive traffic

. study to evaluate problem areas and assess whether improvements - such as signal timing adjustments, signage
i changes, turning restrictions, pedestrian safety measures, or other traffic-calming solutions - may be warranted.
| Looking at multiple intersections together may help identify broader traffic flow issues rather than isolated
problems.

| | | believe a professional, data-driven assessment would be an important step toward improving safety and

| | mobility for residents and visitors alike. | would appreciate learning what the process is for initiating such a study
(e.g. the one done at Vervalen and Piermaont) and whether residents can provide input on locations of particular
concern.

| | Thank you for your time and for your continued service to our community. | would be happy to provide additional
| | observations or participate in any public discussions on this issue.

- Sincerely,
| Patricia Hwang

1 Please Keep it Green - Do you really need to print this E-mail?

\

|

| This communication, including any attachments, may contain confidential and/or legally privileged information and
| | is intended only for the individual or entity to whom it is addressed. Any interception, review, dissemination or
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Re: Traffic Study for Multiple Intersections

1 message

Victoria Amitai <vamitai@closternj.us> Fri, Dec 19, 2025 at 8:03 AM

To: Patricia Hwang <patriciayhwang79@gmail.com>

Cc: John Glidden <jglidden@closternj.us>, Jannie Chung <jchung@closternj.us>, "ccho@closternj.us" <ccho@closternj.us>,
"Alissa J. Latner" <alatner@closternj.us>, Joe Yammarino <jyammarino@closternj.us>, amaroules@closternj.us, Nick
DeNicola <Ndenicola@boswellengineering.com>, James Winters <jwinters@closternj.us>, Mari Margiotta

<mmargiotta@closternj.us>
Dear Ms. Hwang,

| hope this note finds you well and that you are enjoying a blessed holiday season. As wonderful as this time of
year is, it does compound our existing traffic challenges—particularly with the addition of the beautiful new
Closter Plaza shopping center bringing people outside the Borough to shop. The upside, of course, is that
residents no longer need to travel to Paramus to shop locally.

There is not much | can add to this string of information, as Councilman Cho has done a splendid job relaying
what we are currently privy to. | would add only while | sat on the Planning Board's review of the Closter Plaza
project—a process that spanned eight years and included two lawsuits and | was deposed—traffic was a

significant point of contention.

At that time, traffic studies were conducted, and the Planning Board requested that the developer be responsible
for installing a traffic signal at that intersection. This was a key condition discussed during the approval process
but the developer was unwilling to pursue that probably for this very reason. At that point it was more important to
finish this application and move on.

Just so you know, we are effectively held hostage by Bergen County’s timing in completing work on County roads
and that the firm we work with, Boswell Inc.'s representative, our Borough Engineer, Nick DeNicola, is the best in
the business. Rest assured, he is on top of this very important issue.

Not that you implied it, but | understand how one may perceive that your council is not being proactive on these
issues, but sometimes our hands are tied.

Warm regards,

Vicky Amitai

Victoria Roti-Amitai,
Councilwoman

Borough of Closter

295 Closter Dock Road
Closter, NJ 07624

Tel.:201 784-0600 Ext. 432

On Thu, Dec 18, 2025 at 9:06 AM Patricia Hwang <patriciayhwang79@gmail.com> wrote:
| Hi Mayor Glidden and Members of the Town Council,
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Commissioners Resolution
1 message

Barca, Thomas <TBarca@bergencountynj.gov> Fri, Dec 19, 2025 at 2:19 PM

(Important)

Commissioner Reorganization Meeting January 7,2026 See Flyer for More Information

LEGISLATION

Resolution -1698-25 is a Resolution Regarding The 2026 Reorganization Meeting

6:00 pm on January 7, 2026, at the Bergen County Public Meeting Room, Fifth Floor, One Bergen County Plaza,
Hackensack, NJ is fixed as the time and place when and where any and all persons interested shall be given an
opportunity to be heard concerning the above ordinance

Thomas Barca

Clerk

Board of Commissioners
One Bergen County Plaza
Fifth Floor

Hackensack, NJ 07601

Tel: 201-336-6533/6289

tbarca@co.bergen.nj.us
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COUNTY OF BERGEN
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

ADMINISTRATION BLDG., ONE BERGEN COUNTY PLAZA, 5= FLOOR
HACKENSACK, NEW JERSEY

JANUARY 7, 2026

REORGANIZATION MEETING — 4:30pm
Calabrese Caucus Room

ADMINISTRATION OF THE OATHS OF OFFICE - 6:00pm
Public Meeting Room

Swearing—in Ceremony of.
Commissioner—Elect Mary J. Amoroso
Commissioner—Elect Germaine M. Ortiz

Commissioner—Elect Thomas J. Sullivan

The Bergen County Board of County Commissioners will reorganize as indicated above in both
the Calabrese Caucus Room and the Public Meeting Room, Fifth Floor at One Bergen County
Plaza, Hackensack, NJ. Both events are open to the public.

Lara Paollitt

Clerk to the Board of County Commissioners
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Local Finance Notices, Land Bank Law, Motorized Bikes
1 message

NJLM Weekly Roundup <noreply@civicplus.com> Wed, Dec 17, 2025 at 4:28 PM
Reply-To: noreply@civicplus.com
To: mmargiotta@closternj.us

/N'I N',I New Jersey State League
y i b of Municipalities

Weekly Roundup

View a Featured Ad at the End of this Email

December 17, 2025

State Issues

Local Finance Notice 2025-18 Revises CY2026 Budget Deadline

Local Finance Notice 2025-18 was adopted at the December 10 Local Finance Meeting
and published on December 12.

Read more: Local Finance Notice 2025-18 Revises CY2026 Budget Deadline

Contact: Sadayah Q. DuRant-Brown, Legislative Counsel, sdurantbrown@njlm.org, 609-
695-3481, x137.

LFN 2025-17 Issued on New Jersey Land Bank Law

DLGS has issued LFN 2025-17 regarding the New Jersey Land Bank Law.

Read more: LFN 2025-17 New Jersey Land Bank Law

Contact: Erin Knoedler, Legislative Analyst, eknoedler@njlm.org, 609-695-3481, x116.




Energy Transmission Bill to Allow Wires on Preserved Farmland
Passes Committee

On Thursday, the Senate Environment and Energy Committee favorably reported S-4690,
which bypasses local authority and authorizes certain energy projects involving the
installation of transmission and distribution wires that cross preserved farmland.

Read more: Energy Transmission Bill to Allow Wires on Preserved Farmland Passes
Committee

Contact: Lori Buckelew, Deputy Executive Director, |buckelew@njlm.org, 609-695-3481,
x112.

Senate Judiciary Committee Advances S-3470 on Cyber-
Harrassment

The Senate Judiciary Committee advanced S-3470, which upgrades cyber-harassment of
a public servant or family member of a public servant to a third-degree crime and
establishes Office of Cyber-Harassment Support.

Read more: Senate Judiciary Committee Advances S-3470

Contact: Erin Knoedler, Legislative Analyst, eknoedler@njlm.org, 609-695-3481, x116.

Bill S-4396 on Public Defenders Advances in the Senate

Bill S-4396 was heard before the Senate Judiciary on December 15. The bill concerns
municipal public defenders and repeals N.J.S.A. 2B:24-17.

Read more: Bill $S-4396 Advances in the Senate

Contact: Sadayah Q. DuRant-Brown, Legislative Counsel, sdurantbrown@njlm.org, 609-
695-3481, x137.

Treasury Announces New Online Portal for Farmland Assessment

The New Jersey Department of the Treasury announced details of its new online
application portal for modernizing farmland assessment.

Read more: Treasury Announces New Online Portal for Farmland Assessment

Contact: Erin Knoedler, Legislative Analyst, eknoedler@njlm.org, 609-695-3481, x116.




Legislation Creates Regulations Surrounding Hemp-Derived
Products

On Monday, the Senate Budget and Appropriations Committee favorably reported Senate
Committee substitute for S-4509, which creates a regulatory scheme in line with federal
law on sale of certain hemp-derived cannabinoid products.

Read more: Legislation Creates Regulations Surrounding Hemp-Derived Products

Contact: Mike Cerra, Executive Director, mcerra@njlm.org, 609-695-3481, x120.

Assembly Telecommunications and Utilities Committee Advances
A-5982

The Assembly Telecommunications and Utilities Committee advanced A-5982, which
concerns local taxation of business personal property of local exchange telephone
companies.

Read more: Assembly Telecommunications and Utilities Committee Advances A-
5982

Contact: Erin Knoedler, Legislative Analyst, eknoedler@njlm.org, 609-695-3481, x116.

Online Public Notices

Starting on January 1, 2026, public entities must publish, twice a month, where legal
notices may be viewed by the public.

Read more: Online Public Notices

Contact: Erin Knoedler, Legislative Analyst, eknoedler@njlm.org, 609-695-3481, x116.

Assembly Public Safety and Preparedness Committee Advances A-
6235

The Assembly Public Safety and Preparedness Committee advanced A-6235, which
regulates motorized bicycles.

Read more: Assembly Public Safety and Preparedness Committee Advances A-6235

Contact: Erin Knoedler, Legislative Analyst, eknoedler@njlm.org, 609-695-3481, x116.

Local Recreation Improvement Grant Now Available



The Division of Local Government Services announced the FY 2026 Local Recreation
Improvement Grant (LRIG) program to fund improvements and repairs of public
recreational facilities.

Read more: Local Recreation Improvement Grant Now Available

Contact: Ciara Bradley, Research Associate, cbradley@njlm.org, 609-695-3481, x128.

Federal Issues

Brownfield Multipurpose Grant Program Now Open

The Brownfield Multipurpose Grant program is now open. Municipalities can apply for up
to $1 million for brownfield sites contaminated by hazardous substances or petroleum.

Read more: Brownfield Multipurpose Grant Program Now Open

Contact: Ciara Bradley, Research Associate, cbradley@njlm.org, 609-695-3481, x128.

Also of Interest

NJM Blog: NJ Music History Focus of Free Webinar

This week's NJ Municipalities magazine blog shares an invitation to learn about New
Jersey's rich musical history in a free webinar. Join the New Jersey Historical
Commission’s African American History program and panelists for “Follow Me: Preserving
New Jersey’s Black Music History and Heritage” on Thursday, December 18, 2025, at 6:30
p.m. This virtual event is free, however, registration is required.

Want to share your local story? Please send in your 300- to 1,000-word items and photos
to Editor Amy Spiezio at aspiezio@njlm.org.

Contact: Amy Spiezio, Editor, aspiezio@njlm.org, 609-695-3481, x123.

Advertiser Spotlight
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