

CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL
WORK SESSION MINUTES – WEDNESDAY, MARCH 13, 2024 – 7:00 P.M.

[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]	

MAYOR AND COUNCIL
BOROUGH OF CLOSTER
 
WORK SESSION MINUTES – WEDNESDAY, MARCH 13, 2024-7:00 P.M.

Mayor Glidden opened the meeting at 7:00 pm with the following announcement: THIS REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING OF THE CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL WILL BE HELD IN-PERSON, TELEPHONICALLY and VIA ZOOM VIDEO. You may join Zoom meeting including video by accessing the information posted in the Borough Calendar on the Borough website by visiting www.closterboro.com and clicking the link on the left sidebar for Calendars and Notice of Meetings and click on the corresponding date. To join via Telephone Audio Only: 

TOLL FREE:  +1 646-558-8656; MEETING ID:  864 2063 3673; PASSWORD: 8675309

1.	PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

2.	PROVISIONS OF OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT

	This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of New Jersey, was included in the Notice of 2024 Mayor and Council Meetings which was published in The Record and The Star Ledger on December 29, 2023, was posted on the Municipal Clerk’s bulletin board and on the Borough website, and has remained posted as the required notices under the Statute. In addition, a copy of the notice is and has been available to the public and is on file in the office of the Municipal Clerk.

3.	ROLL CALL
		Councilwoman Amitai-present		Councilwoman Latner-present
		Councilman Cho-present		Councilwoman Maroules-present
		Councilwoman Chung-present		Councilman Yammarino-present

4.	REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF MAIL LISTS
a.	MAIL LIST OF MARCH 1, 2024 The Mayor spoke about Item #8. He attended and found it  amusing.
b.	MAIL LIST OF MARCH 8, 2024 Councilwoman Amitai spoke about Item #9 and asked questions  of clarification. The engineer shared that the surface would be paved. Discussion. Councilwoman Chung suggested time restrictions due to the noise. Councilwoman Latner asked about Item #10 and asked whether 255-24 could be passed for International Women’s Day and History month. IT will be on the agenda for the next month. Councilwoman Chung asked about the item concerning mosquito spraying. The residents should be clearly informed. Councilwoman Amitai asked about notifying through the website. 
	
[bookmark: _Hlk163607496].5.	APPOINTMENTS This will be made at the Regular Meeting. He has been interviewed by the Board of  Health 
	BOARD OF HEALTH
	Office			Incumbent		Recommendation		Term		Expires
	Alternate #2		Open			Evan Leibner			2 Yrs		12/31/25

6.	REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEM
*24-76	RESOLUTION APPROVING CLOSTER ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION TOWN WIDE CLEAN UP DAY, SATURDAY, APRIL 6, 2024 (RAIN DATE SUNDAY, APRIL 7, 2024)

*24-77	RESOLUTION CHANGE ORDER #2, FINAL, DECREASING PRICE FOR 2023 WEST
	STREET AND POPLAR STREET IMPROVEMENTS, & 2023 ROAD PAVING PROGRAM
	D.L.S. CONSTRACTING, INC.

*24-78	RESOLUTION TO CANCEL UNEXPENDED OPEN SPACE BALANCES

*24-79	RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUND OF ESCROW

*24-80	RESOLUTION SETTING THE 2024 FEE FOR SEWER SERVICE TO ALPINE PROPERTIES

*24-81	RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BIDDING OF THE IMPROVEMENT OF FACILITIES AT RUCKMAN PARK PROJECT AND 2024 BOROUGH PAVING PROGRAM

*24-82	RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PAYMENT OF ACCRUED SICK DAYS AND UNUSED
	VACATION DAYS TO PATROLMAN ALDO GUERINO UPON RETIREMENT

*23-83	BILL LIST

*24-84	RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PROMOTION OF MECHANIC WITHIN THE
	DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

*24-85 CLOSED SESSION

Councilwoman Latner mentioned, concerning Item 24-82, that Aldo Guerino will be retiring after 27 years. She wanted to make sure people are aware. The engineer stated that the change order for the 2023 road program has been signed and gave clarification on the 2024 program.

7.	MINUTES 
	a.	APPROVAL OF WORK SESSION AND REGULAR MEETING OF FEBRUARY 14, 2024

		8.	REPORTS
a. BOROUGH ENGINEER The DEP approval for the Homans Avenue project came in after the  report was submitted. Also, there was a complaint on Buzzoni Drive and Ruckman. The contractor will try to reduce his footprint on the road. 
 
b. BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR Concerning the traffic light and the needed easement: He and the engineer met with the owner of 624 Piermont Road about possibly widening the road. He was not inclined to help out and is not going to give the right of way. He had been denied by a land use board and has soured on the Borough. Discussion of the traffic issues and resident responsibilities. The IT director is making good progress with the website. There will be publicity when it is complete. There will be a corresponding app. The Police Department is having a special meeting at 6:30 on May 8th for the swearing in and promotions. It will not be held in the council chambers. All information will be advertised appropriately. 

c. CHIEF OF POLICE – JANUARY & FEBRUARY 2024 There is a lot of training. A request has been received from someone wanting to start an archery class at either the police firing range or swim club. Discussion. The town cannot take responsibility for this activity. Perhaps there are some options that can be offered. The JIF manager will be consulted.

d. MAYOR The Bergen County League of Municipalities is creating a response and argument against
the new legislation on affordable housing. There will be a concert at the library on March 16th. The Town Hall meeting on assessments last week was well done but not well attended. 

9.	OLD BUSINESS  Councilwoman Latner shared that the Library Book Sale is this Saturday.  

10.	NEW BUSINESS Councilman Cho shared that the Environmental Commission is seeking approval for a
	a sign at the Borough Hall to advertise the town cleanup on April 6, this would be a waiver of the sign 
	ordinance. Discussion of informational/educational events for residents. Councilwoman Latner spoke about
an email that discussed a contest for 7th-9th grade students about reducing single-use plastic. The Chief’s official walkout is Tuesday, 4/30. Separate discussion about signing the vouchers and about new proposed OPRA guidelines. Councilwoman Maroules asked about the WiFi not being connected at the Ruckman Fieldhouse. Discussion of WiFi in parks. 	




11.	OPEN MEETING FOR PUBLIC (5 minute limit) 
Mr. Boh Hyun Yoon (121 Closter Dock Road) stated that his property assessment is increasing more than 12%. He said that his house is more than 65 years old. The Mayor explained that his also increased by 12% but that this does not necessarily mean that the taxes will increase that much. The resident said that no one came into the house. The Mayor said that the resident is allowed to speak with the appraisal company. The resident said that he called the company. The Mayor suggested that the resident speak to the tax assessor. Councilwoman Chung suggested a call with someone helping to translate. She is going to arrange that the tax assessor coordinate with a translator and contact the resident. 

Steve Isaacson (97 Columbus Avenue) reminded everyone that there are land and building components of the assessment and that the land components are going up rapidly. He also suggested putting up an electronic signboard. The Mayor said that it is expensive and potentially an eyesore. Mr. Isaacson said, concerning the resident wanting to teach archery that maybe the Trautwein property would work. He also asked about protecting the MacBain Farm. The Mayor said that this is being looked into (Green Acres, Open Space, Farmland Designation) and outlined various obstacles and issues. If it is designated Green Acres everyone has to be allowed to use it. The Borough is at a maximum with Open Space property. Mr. Isaacson asked about swapping another property with MacBain for Open Space. Mr. Isaacson asked about the ability of Ken’s Tree Care to sell the rights to the Swim Club parking lot to another tree firm. The attorney looked into it and said that they are allowed to reassign the use with the permission of the Borough. Mr. Isaacson suggested moving the tree company to a property in Demarest and use the Swim Club property for the Borough. The Village School paperwork is underway. Mr. Isaacson thanked that Borough for allowing John McCaffrey to beautify it. 

12.	ANY OTHER MATTER WHICH MAY PROPERLY COME BEFORE THE GOVERNING BODY

13.	ADJOURNMENT Councilwoman Amitai moved to adjourn the Work Session and move to the Regular
	Meeting, second Councilwoman Latner. All in favor. Work Session adjourned at 8:03 pm. 
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