MAYOR AND COUNCIL
BOROUGH OF CLOSTER

REGUILAR MEETING MINUTES: WEDNESDAY ~FERRUARY 26, 2025

THIS REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING OF THE CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL WILL BE
HELD IN-PERSON, TELEPHONICALLY, and VIA ZOOM VIDEO. You may join the Zoom meeting,
including video, by accessing the information posted in the Borough Calendar on the Borough website by visiting
www.closterboro.com and clicking the link on the left sidebar for Calendars and Notice of Meetings and click on

the corresponding date. To join via Telephone Audio Only: +1 301-715-8592; MEETING ID: 864 2063 3673;
PASSWORD: 3675309

If Closed Session is required, the Council will retire to a closed session at the conclusion of the Regular Meeting
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 and follow the procedures provided in this statute.

1. OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT

Mayor Glidden opened the meeting at 8:25 P.M. with the following announcement: This meeting is called pursuant
to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of New Jersey, was included in the Notice of 2025
Mayor and Council Meetings which was published in The Record on December 29, 2024 and The Star-Ledser on
December 30, 2024, was posted on the Municipal Clerk’s bulletin board and on the Borough website, and has
remained posted as the required notices under the Statute. In addition, a copy of the notice is and has been
available to the public and is on file in the office of the Municipal Clerk.

2. ROLL CALL

* Joann Schulman is online, Attorney William I. Bailey is present

Governing Body Present | Absent

Mayor Glidden v

Councilwoman Amitai

Council President Cho

Councilwoman Chung

Councilwoman Latner

Councilwoman Maroules

NANENENENEN

Councilman Yammarino

3. ORDINANCES:

INTRODUCTION:

A. ORDINANCE NO. 2025:1356
BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION OF $625,000 FOR VARIOUS
ROAD IMPROVEMENTS FOR AND BY THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER IN THE COUNTY
OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY AND, AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $593,750 BONDS
OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH FOR FINANCING PART OF THE APPROPRIATION

BE IT ORDAINED, BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER, IN THE COUNTY

OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY (not less than two-thirds of all members thereof affirmatively concurring) AS
FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1:

The improvements described in Section 3 of this bond ordinance (the “Improvements™) are hereby authorized to be
undertaken by the Borough of Closter, New Jersey (the “Borough) as general improvements. For the said
Improvement there is hereby appropriated the amount of $625,000, such sum includes the sum of $31,250 as the
down payment (the “Down Payment™) required by the Local Bond Law of the State of New Jersey, constituting
Chapter 2 of Title 40A of the New Jersey Statutes, as amended and supplemented (the “Local Bond Law™). The
Down Payment is now available by virtue of provision in one or more previously adopted budgets for down
payment or for capital improvement purposes.
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SECTION 2:

In order to finance the cost of the Improvements not covered by application of the Down Payment, negotiable
bonds of the Borough are hereby authorized to be issued in the principal amount of $593,750 pursuant to the
provisions of the Local Bond Law (the “Bonds™). In anticipation of the issuance of the Bonds and to temporarily
finance said improvements or purposes, negotiable bond anticipation notes of the Borough are hereby authorized to
be issued in the principal amount not exceeding $593,750 pursuant to the provisions of the Local Bond Law (the
“Bond Anticipation Notes” or “Notes™).

SECTION 3:

(a) The Improvements authorized and the purpose for the financing of which said obligations are to be issued is for
various road improvements, including but not limited to Demarest Avenue (Schraalenburg Road to Knickerbocker
Road), Halsey Lane (entire length), and Birch Street (drainage), including curbing, milling, paving, drainage, sewer
and other miscellaneous improvements, and including all work including all work and materials necessary therefor
and incidental thercto, and as shown on and in accordance with the plans and specifications on file with the
Borough Clerk.

(b) The estimated maximum amount of Bonds or Notes to be issued for the purpose of financing a portion of the
cost of the Improvements is $593,750.

(¢) The estimated cost of the Improvements is $625,000 which amount represents the initial appropriation made by
the Borough.

SECTION 4:

All Bond Anticipation Notes issued hereunder shall mature at such times as may be determined by the chief
financial officer of the Borough (the “Chief Financial Officer™); provided that no Note shall mature later than one
year from its date. The Notes shall bear interest at such rate or rates and be in such form as may be determined by
the Chief Financial Officer. The Chief Financial Officer shall determine all matters in connection with Notes
issued pursuant to this ordinance, and the signature of the Chief Financial Officer upon the Notes shall be
conclusive evidence as to all such determinations. All Notes issued hereunder may be renewed from time to time
subject to the provisions of Section 8(a) of the Local Bond Law. The Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized
to sell part or all of the Notes from time to time at public or private sale and to deliver them to the purchasers
thereof upon receipt of payment of the purchase price plus accrued interest from their dates to the date of delivery
thereof. The Chief Financial Officer is directed to report in writing to the Borough Council of the Borough at the
meeting next succeeding the date when any sale or delivery of the Notes pursuant to this ordinance is made. Such
report must include the amount, the description, the interest rate and the maturity schedule of the Notes sold, the
price obtained and the name of the purchaser.

SECTION 5:

The capital budget of the Borough is hereby amended to conform with the provisions of this ordinance to the extent
of any inconsistency herewith. The resolution in the form promulgated by the Local Finance Board showing full
detail of the amended capital budget and capital program as approved by the Director, Division of Local
Government Services, Department of Community Affairs, State of New Jersey is on file with the Borough Clerk
and is available for public inspection.

SECTION 6:
The following additional matters are hereby determined, declared, recited and stated:

(a) The Improvements described in Section 3 of this bond ordinance are not current expenses, and are capital
improvements or properties that the Borough may lawfully make or acquire as general improvements, and no part
of the cost thereof has been or shall be specially assessed on property specially benefited thereby.

(b} The period of usefulness of the Improvements, within the limitations of the Local Bond Law, and according to
the reasonable life thereof computed from the date of the Bonds authorized by this bond ordinance, is 10 years.

(¢) The Supplemental Debt Statement required by the Local Bond Law has been duly prepared and filed in the
office of the Borough Clerk and a complete executed duplicate thereof has been filed in the office of the Director,
Division of Local Government Services, Department of Community Affairs, State of New Jersey. Such statement
shows that the gross debt of the Borough, as defined in the Local Bond Law, is increased by the authorization of the
Bonds and Notes provided in this bond ordinance by $593,750 and the obligations authorized herein will be within
all debt limitations prescribed by the Local Bond Law.

(d) An aggregate amount not exceeding $1,000 for items of expense listed in and permitted under Section 20 of the
Local Bond Law is included in the estimated cost of the Improvements, as indicated herein.
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SECTION 7:

Any funds received from time to time as contributions in aid of financing the purposes described in Section 3 of
this Ordinance (including $190,050 expected to be received from the New Jersey Department of Transportation for
Demarest Avenue) shall be used for financing said Improvements by application thereof either to direct payment of
the cost of said Improvements or to the payment or reduction of the authorization of the obligations of the Borough
authorized therefor by this Bond Ordinance. Any such funds received may, and all such funds so received which
are not required for direct payment of the cost of said Improvements shall, be held and applied by the Borough as
funds applicable only to the payment of obligations of the Borough authorized by this Bond Ordinance.

SECTION 8:

The full faith and credit of the Borough are hereby pledged to the punctual payment of the principal of and interest
on the obligations authorized by this bond ordinance. The obligations shall be direct, unlimited obligations of the
Borough, and the Borough shall be obligated to levy ad valorem taxes upon all the taxable property within the
Borough for the payment of the obligations and the interest thereon without limitation of rate or amount.

SECTION 9:

The Chief Financial Officer of the Borough is hereby authorized to prepare and to update from time to time as
necessary a financial disclosure document to be distributed in connection with the sale of obligations of the
Borough and to execute such disclosure document on behalf of the Borough. The Chief Financial Officer is further
authorized to enter into the appropriate undertaking to provide secondary market disclosure on behalf of the
Borough pursuant to Rule 15¢2-12 of the Securities and Exchange Commission (the “Rule™) for the benefit of
holders and beneficial owners of obligations of the Borough and to amend such undertaking from time to time in
connection with any change in law, or interpretation thereof, provided such undertaking is and continues to be, in
the opinion of a nationally recognized bond counsel, consistent with the requirements of the Rule. In the event that
the Borough fails to comply with its undertaking, the Borough shall not be Jiable for any monetary damages, and
the remedy shall be limited to specific performance of the undertaking.

SECTION 10:

This Bond Ordinance constitutes a declaration of official intent under Treasury Regulation Section 1.150-2. The
Borough reasonably expects to pay expenditures with respect to the Improvements prior to the date that Borough
incurs debt obligations under this Bond Ordinance. The Borough reasonably expects to reimburse such
expenditures with the proceeds of debt to be incurred by the Borough under this Bond Ordinance. The maximum
principal amount of debt expected to be issued for payment of the costs of the Improvements is $593,750.

SECTION 11:

This bond ordinance shall take effect 20 days after the first publication thereof after final adoption, as provided by
the Local Bond Law.

Final Adoption and Open Public Hearing will be held on March 12, 2025 or as soon thereafter.

COUNCILMEMBER MOTION SECOND YES NO ABSENT ABSTAIN

Councilwoman Amitai v

Councilman Cho

Councilwoman Chung

Councilwoman Latner v

Councilwoman Maroules

ANIENIENIEN RN IRN

Council President Yammarino

ADOPTION:

A. ORDINANCE NQ. 2025:1353

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING ORDINANCE NO. 2024-1347 AND AMENDING AND
SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 200, “ZONING” ARTICLE III, DEFINITIONS AND WORD
USAGE AND ARTICLE XIC, DISTRICT NO. 3A, BUSINESS AREA

WHEREAS, at the public meeting held on December 11, 2024, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Closter
adopted Ordinance 2024-1347, which is hereby repealed in its entirety: and

WHERAS, the Governing Body has determined there is a need to update certain other sections of Chapter 200 of
the Code of the Borough of Closter, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of Closter’s Master Plan, which was adopted in 198] identified areas of planning
concern that included, among other things, providing a variety and choice of housing options and highlighted that
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“the housing needs for the young, the elderly, families whose children who have grown, the handicapped, single
individuals etc. are not always accommodated through conventional single-family residential uses”; and

WHEREAS, Cooperative Sober Living Residences are not permitted in any district in the Borough of Closter but
the Governing Body has determined that it is in the best interests of the Borough to permit Cooperative Sober
Living Residences in certain locations within the Borough because doing so is consistent with and designed to
effectuate the land use plan element of the Borough’s Master Plan; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Closter as follows:
SECTION 1.

Ordinance 2024-1347 is hereby repealed in its entirety.

SECTION 2.

Add the following text to Article III, Definitions and Word Usage, § 200-5, Definitions:

COOPERATIVE SOBER LIVING RESIDENCES
A residential setting that serves solely as a home for individuals who are recovering from drug or alcohol addiction
and is intended to provide an environment where the residents can support each other's sobriety and recovery. In

addition, such residences shall satisfy the criteria outlined in NJ.A.C. 5:27-2.1 as well as all applicable State and
Federal laws.

SECTION 3,

The title of Chapter 200. Zoning, Article XIC shali be changed to read:
Article XIC. District No. 3A, Business and Residential Area
SECTION 4.

The legend on Zoning Map of the Borough of Closter shall be conformed to reflect the new title of District No. 3A
— Business and Residential Area.

SECTION 5.

Delete the first paragraph in Article XIC. District No. 3A, Business and Residential Area, §200-54.7. Permitted
Uses and replace it with the following text:

§200-54.7. Permitted Uses

In District Number 3A, Business and Residential Area 3A, no building or premises shall be used and no building or
part of a building shall be erected, constructed or altered which shall be arranged, intended or designed to be used
for any purpose other than for Cooperative Sober Living Residences and the uses permitted in District No. 3,
Business Area, as contained in §200-11 of the Code of the Borough of Closter.

SECTION 6.

All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent with this ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of such
inconsistencies.

SECTION 7.

If any article, section, subsection, paragraph, phrase or sentence is, for any reason, held to be unconstitutional or
invalid, said article, section, subsection, paragraph, phrase or sentence shall be deemed severable.

SECTION 8,

This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final publication as provided by law.

This Ordinance was introduced at the Regular Meeting held January 22, 2025, and was published in The Record
issue of January 28, 2025, as stated in the Municipal Clerk’s affidavit of publication. Reprint of this Ordinance was
posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board in accordance with statutory requirements, and copies have been made

available to the general public.

At this time, Mayor Glidden opened the meeting to the public for any questions, comments, or concerns regarding
Ordinance No. 2025:1353.

No members of the public addressed the Mayor and Council.

Mayor Glidden closed the meeting to the public regarding Ordinance No. 2025:1353.
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COUNCILMEMBER MOTION SECOND YES NO ABSENT ABSTAIN

Councilwoman Amitai v

Councilman Cho

Councilwoman Chung

Councilwoman Latner

Councilwoman Maroules

NN IEN IES RN IR

Council President Yammarino v

4. CONSENT AGENDA

All items with an asterisk (*) are considered to be non-controversial by the Council and will be approved by one
motion. There may be further discussion prior to the vote upon request of a Council Member. Also, any item may
be removed for further discussion or for Roll Call vote, in which case the item will be removed and considered in
its normal sequence as part of the General Order of Business.

RESOLUTIONS (The Mavor read all into record)

*25-079 SETTING THE 2025 FEE FOR SEWER SERVICE TO ALPINE PROPERTIES

WHEREAS, the Borough of Closter has an Agreement with the Borough of Alpine to provide sewer service to
certain homes located near or on Anderson Avenue; and

WHEREAS, this Agreement provides for an annual rate adjustment to meet increases in sewage treatment costs;
and

WHEREAS, the fee for calendar year 2024 was set at $1,077.37; and

WHEREAS, Bergen County Utilities Authority increased Closter’s charge for calendar year 2025 by +4.60%
{(plus four.sixty percent) (Exhibit A); and,

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Closter/Alpine Sewer Agreement dated July 26, 1994 and Closter Code Section
A301,L. Tax Collector, paragraph 6, the Borough Council may set the rate annually via Resolution;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Closter Mayor and Council to set an annual rate of $1,126.93

(one thousand, one hundred twenty six doHars and ninety three cents) for the year 2025 for each Alpine sewer
connection.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, a copy of this Resolution shall be provided to the Finance
Office.

*25-080 AMENDMENT TO THE CERTIFICATE OF AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS RESOLUTIONS
#24-287 AND #24-308 BOSWELL ENGINEERING TO PROVIDE ENGINEERING SERVICES
FOR THE REPLACEMENT OF RUCKMAN PARK WALKING PATH

WHEREAS, the Borough of Closter, by resolution dated January 3, 2024 entered into an annual contract with
Boswell Engineering for the provision of professional engineering services; and

WHEREAS, Boswell Engineering, in a proposal dated October 22, 2024 (attached as Exhibit A on Resolution 24-

287), has outlined the professional engineering services required for the project known as the Replacement of the
Ruckman Park Walking Path; and

WHEREAS, it is deemed to be in the best interests of the Borough for the Mayor and Council to authorize the

proposed engineering services as outlined in the October 22, 2024 Boswell Engineering proposal for an amount not
to exceed $35,000.00 and

WHEREAS, that said contract continuation is being awarded without competitive bidding, since the
services covered are "professional services,” pursuant to N.JS.A. 40A:11-5(1)a)(i) of the Local Public
Contracts Law, which are services performed by persons authorized by law to practice a recognized profession; and

WHEREAS, that the Borough Clerk is authorized and directed, in accordance with the notice of publication

provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i), to publish a notice of this action once in the official newspaper of the
Borough; and

WHEREAS, that the award of the contract continuation shall be in accordance with and subject to compliance
with the Affirmative Action Regulations of the State of New Jersey, N.J.A.C. 17:27-1.1, et seq., and the
requirements of Public Laws 1975 Chapter 127, N.LS A.10:5-31 to 38 and N.L.S.A. 19:44A-20.1, et seq.,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall provide a copy of this Resolution and
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Exhibit A to the Borough Administrator and to the Assistant CFO.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council that it does hereby approve
the continuation of the contract with Boswell Engineering to provide engineering services for Replacement of the
Ruckman Park Walking Path.

CERTIFICATE OF AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS

I Frank Elenio, Certified Financial Officer of the Borough of Closter, hereby certify, pursuant to N.JS.A.
40A4:9-140.1, et seq. and NJA.C. 5:30-5.4, that the funds are available to the Borough of Closter in
accaunt number C-04-24-349-001-002-825,000 and C-04-25-350-001-001-510,000.

*25-081 WAIVING THE SIDEWALK REQUIREMENT OF THE CLOSTER CODE FOR THE
PROPERTY AT 115 OAK STREET

WHEREAS, the owner of the property located at 115 Qak Street, Robert Kasperek, has requested a waiver of the
Borough’s sidewalk requirement pursuant to Closter Code Section 171-29A(2); and

WHEREAS, the property owner appeared before the Mayor and Council at the public meeting held on February
12, 2025, pursuant to the request for the sidewalk waiver; and

WHEREAS, in exchange for the waiver, the property owner has agreed to make a contribution of $4,400.00 to the
Borough’s sidewalk fund; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body took a voice vote at the February 12, 2025 meeting and agreed to grant the
property owner’s sidewalk waiver request.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that this memorializes the decision by the Mayor and Council of the
Borough of Closter that the Borough’s sidewalk requirement for the property located at 115 Qak Street is hereby
waived and the property owner shall make a contribution of $4,400.00 to the Borough’s sidewalk fund.

*25-082 SUPPORT LEGISLATION TO RESTORE FUNDS FROM THE STATE FOR
MUNICIPALITIES IN THE 2025 BUDGET

WHEREAS, the current New Jersey FY 2025 budget eliminated a $150 million municipal aid and property tax
relief program funded with income tax revenue that was based on a reasonable formula; and

WHEREAS, the municipal aid and property tax relief program eliminated by the Governor, known as the
"Municipal Relief Fund" had been fairly allocated to municipal governments based on a formula intended to
restore past State reductions in "Energy Tax Receipts Funds" rightfully belonging to municipalities; and

WHEREAS, the elimination of formula-based funding is particularly offensive insofar as the money was
redirected outside of any formula based on favoritism for things that had little to do with critical services or
property tax relief; and

WHEREAS, the NJ Constitution expressly requires municipal funding to be allocated by the State on
reasonable formulas and disallows individual appropriation based on favoritism; and

WHEREAS, the elimination of aid will begin impacting almost all municipalities and property taxpayers in
municipal budgets being adopted this Spring; and

WHEREAS, the cut to a fair formula property tax relief program will hit municipalities and property
taxpayers hard after years of high inflation; and

WHEREAS, State's budget has increased 60% in 7 vears -- even as fair municipal aid has been cut; and

WHEREAS, the restoration of this critical aid - which accounts for less than 1/3 of 1% of the State budget -
could more than be accommodated by ending special appropriations outside of formulas, reforming State
programs, and ending excesses;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED:

1. The Governing Body of the Borough of Clostercalls upon the Governor to propose restoring the funds
in his proposed budget address or otherwise support legislation restoring the funds as called for by
Senator Holly Schepisi and allowing municipalities to anticipate the money in their CY 2025 budgets
being adopted this Spring.

2. A copy of this resolution shall be forwarded by the clerk to the Governor of the State of New Jersey.

*25-083 ACCEPTING A GRANT AWARD FROM THE NJ BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES, CLEAN
ENERGY PROGRAM: COMMUNITY ENERGY PLANNING GRANT (CEPG)
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WHEREAS, the Borough of Closter has applied for and has been awarded a grant in the amount of $10,000.00
(ten thousand dollars) from the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities, Community Energy Plan Grant Program
(CEPG) (Exhibit A attached) for the development of a local Energy Master Plan; and,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the Borough of Closter that the above
referenced grant is hereby accepted and the Borough’s Administration is hereby authorized to execute grant
documents as an authorized representative thereunder, as the representative for the Borough of Closter.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk will provide a certified copy of this Resolution to the
Administrator and Finance Office.

*25-084 AUTHORIZING THE HIRING OF FULL TIME FINANCE CLERK — AMEE KESHWANI

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Closter is aware of the need of a Full Time Finance Clerk
in the Borough’s Tax/Finance Department; and

WHEREAS, Borough of Closter’s Borough Administrator, Tax Collector and the HR Committee of the Council
has reviewed the qualifications and recommended the hiring of an individual to the following position effective
March 1, 2025; and

Amee Keshwani — Full Time Finance Clerk

WHEREAS, Amee Keshwani will start at a salary of $60,000 plus conditions awarded in Closter’s Personal
Manual; and

WHEREAS, Amee Keshwani will have a six-month Probationary period, where upon a satisfactory competition
will be awarded additional compensation.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council is hereby authorizing the hiring of Amee
Keshwani-Full Time Finance Clerk. The hire will be effective on March 1, 2025; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Clerk shall provide a certified copy of this
Resolution to the Finance Office.

*25-085 AUTHORIZING LENGTH OF SERVICE AWARD PROGRAM (LOSAP) CONTRIBUTION ON

BEHALF OF: THE CLOSTER FIRE DEPARTMENT AND THE CLOSTER VOLUNTEER AMBULANCE &
RESCUE CORPS

WHEREAS, each year emergency service organizations participating in a Length of Service Award Program
(LOSAP) must certify to the sponsoring agency an annual list of all volunteer members who have qualified for
credit under the LOSAP for the prior year; and

WHEREAS, upon receipt of the certification, the sponsoring agency must review it and approve the final
certification; and

WHEREAS, the Closter Fire Department has provided a list of 24 members who have been certified by the
President that are eligible to receive LOSAP awards for the 2024 Calendar Year: and

WHEREAS, the Closter Volunteer Ambulance & Rescue Corps has provided a list of 21 members who have been
certified by the President that are eligible to receive LOSAP awards for the 2024 Calendar Year; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Closter that Exhibit A

(attached) lists the eligible members of the Closter Fire Department and the Closter Volunteer Ambulance &
Rescue Corps members for the year 2024 and is hereby approved; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Finance Clerk is authorized to make the 2024 LOSAP
contributions in LOSAP Accounts as follows:

LOSAP Account CR32663 in the amount of $36,526.71 and
LOSAP Account CR32690 in the amount of $949.08

for or a total deposit of $37.475,79.

CERTIFICATE OF AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS
1, Frank Elenio, Certified Financial Officer of the Borough of Closter, hereby certify, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:9-

140.1, et seq. and N.J.A.C. 5:30-5.4, the funds are available to the Borough of Closter for calendar year 2024 in
Account No. 4-01-25-261-000-100.

Dated: February 26, 2025
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*25-086 SUPPORT LEGISLATION TO RESTORE FUNDS FROM THE STATE FOR MUNICIPAL 2025

BUDGET - TABLED (DUPLICATE)

WHEREAS, the current New Jersey FY 2025 budget eliminated a $150 million municipal aid and property tax
relief program funded with income tax revenue that was based on a reasonable formula; and

WHEREAS, the municipal aid and property tax relief program eliminated by the Governor, known as the
"Municipal Relief Fund" had been fairly allocated to municipal governments based on a formula intended to
restore past State reductions in "Energy Tax Receipts Funds" rightfully belonging to municipalities; and

WHEREAS, the elimination of formula-based funding is particularly offensive insofar as the money was
redirected outside of any formula based on favoritism for things that had little to do with critical services or
property tax relief; and

WHEREAS, the NJ Constitution expressly requires municipal funding to be allocated by the State on
reasonable formulas and disallows individual appropriation based on favoritism; and

WHEREAS, the elimination of aid will begin impacting almost all municipalities and property taxpayers in
municipal budgets being adopted this Spring; and

WHEREAS, the cut to a fair formula property tax relief program will hit municipalities and property
taxpayers hard after years of high inflation; and

WHEREAS, State's budget has increased 60% in 7 years -- even as fair municipal aid has been cut; and

WHEREAS, the restoration of this critical aid - which accounts for less than 1/3 of 1% of the State budget -
could more than be accommodated by ending special appropriations outside of formulas, reforming State
programs, and ending excesses;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED:

1. The Governing Body of the Borough of Clostercalls upon the Governor to propose restoring the funds
in his proposed budget address or otherwise support legislation restoring the funds as called for by
Senator Holly Schepisi and allowing municipalities to anticipate the money in their CY 2025 budgets
being adopted this Spring.

2. A copy of this resolution shall be forwarded by the clerk to the Governor of the State of New Jersey.

*25-087 AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO SIGN THE DEVELOPER’'S AGREEMENT FOR 18
WILLIAM STREET

WHEREAS, the Zoning Board for the Borough of Closter granted Use Variance Relief, Minor Subdivision
Approval and Planning Variance Relief (relating to lot not abutting public thoroughfare) for the creation of 2 lots
and the construction of a new 2-family house and associated appurtenances upon each of the 2 newly-created
parcels, approval to the developers of 18 William Street for the property located at Block 1201, Lots 12 on the
Borough's tax map; and

WHEREAS, the attorney for the Zoning Board of Adjustment prepared the Developer’s Agreement and forwarded
same to the Borough Attorney for review; and

WHEREAS, the Borough Attorney reviewed the Agreement and completed the Developer’s Agreement Checklist
verifying that key requirements outlined in the Agreement had been met; and

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Closter, County of
Bergen, State of New Jersey that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to execute the aforementioned
Developer’s Agreement subject to receipt by the Borough Attorney of the required and signed revision.

*25-088 AUTHORIZING THE PLACEMENT OF A CRESCENT LIGHT STAND IN FRONT OF
BOROUGH HALL FROM FEBRUARY 22 TO MARCH 31, 2025

WHEREAS, at the public meeting held on February 12, 2024, the Governing Body reviewed a request made on
behalf of the EID Committee of New Jersey, 250 Hargreaves Ave., Teaneck, NJ 07666 dated January 29, 2025;
and,

WHEREAS, the request seeks permission for the placement of a Crescent Light Stand in front of the Closter
Borough Hall for the period beginning February 22, 2025 to be removed the March 31, 2025; and,

WHEREAS, the Governing Body discussed the request and determined that this request should be authorized and
is subject to the receipt of a Certificate of Liability and Hold Harmless Agreement to be approved by the Borough’s
risk manager;
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Closter, County of
Bergen, State of New Jersey, that the request of EID Committee of New Jersey listed above is hereby granted and
approved by the Governing Body for the placement of a Crescent Light Stand in front of Closter Borough Hall for
the period beginning February 22, 2025 through March 31, 2025, subject to the Borough’s prior receipt of a
certificate of liability insurance hold harmless agreement approved by the Borough’s Risk Manager.

*25-089 APPROVING RELEASE OF ESCROW FUND FOR 674 CLOSTER DOCK ROAD

WHEREAS, escrows funds were deposited for curb ramp improvements at 674 Closter Dock Road as required by
Planning Board. These improvements were performed by the Borough as part of the 2024 road improvement
project.

WHEREAS, Boswell Engineering has finalized inspections on improvements made and has invoiced those cost as
$4,701.60.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Closter that the Finance
Clerk is and hereby authorized to transfer $4,701.00 to the current account.

ALSO NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Closter that the
Finance Clerk is and hereby authorized to release the balance of escrow monies to the depositor in the amount of
$2,799.00.

Account #: 2010057518 Amount: $7,500.00

*25-090 AUTHORIZING THE BIDDING OF THE 2024-2025 BOROUGH ROAD PAVING PROGRAM
AND THE RUCKMAN PARK WALKING PATH

WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of Closter authorize Boswell Engineering to prepare plans and

specifications for the construction of said 2024 — 2025 Borough Road Paving program and the Ruckman Park
Walking Path project; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Bo*‘ough of C!oster that
Borough Clerk is hereby authorized to advertise bids for said projects

Councilwoman Chung asked for information about 25-082. Discussion. Council President Yammaxmo asked about
25-083 and was told that the Environmental Commission applied for this grant. Councilwoman Latner moved to
adopt the Consent Agenda (25-086 was deleted as a duplicate), second Council President Yammarino.

COUNCILMEMBER MOTION SECOND YES NO ABSENT | ABSTAIN

Councilwoman Amitai

Councilman Cho

Councilwoman Chung

Councilwoman Latner v

Councilwoman Maroules

AN EAN BN BN AN

Council President Yammarino v

5. OPEN MEETING TQ PUBLIC FOR ANY MATTER (5-Minute Limit)

None

6. CLOSED SESSION

Councilwoman Latner moved to go into Closed Session, second Councilwoman Maroules. All in favor. Carried.

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-12, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting
in certain circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances will or presently exist.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Closed, County of
Bergen, State of New Jersey, as follow:

1. That the public shall be excluded from the February 26, 2025 Closed Session and discussion of the
hereinafter specified subject matter:

Closed Session Statutory

Docket# Item Title of Description Reference

2025-02-26-1 Contract Negotiations N.JS.A.10:4-12 (b)Y (7)
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Village School Development

2. Formal action may/may not be taken.

(oS

Minutes will be kept and once the matter involving the confidentiality of the above no longer requires that
confidentiality, then the minutes can be made public.

COUNCILMEMBER MOTION SECOND YES NO ABSENT ABSTAIN

Councilwoman Amitai

Councilman Cho

Councilwoman Chung

Councilwoman Latner

Councilwoman Maroules

SESE S S NS

Council President Yammarino

7. ADJOURNMENT

COUNCILMEMBER MOTION SECOND YES NO ABSENT ABSTAIN

Councilwoman Amitai

Councilman Cho

Councilwoman Chung

Councilwoman Latner

Councilwoman Maroules

4 & & 4] %] <

Council President Yammarino

Respectfuily submitied,

5 AV \l{l,'\.. 1 ;]\ Vg N a(( ( a_

Mari J. Margiotta, RMC, CMR
Borough Clerk



