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MAYOR AND COUNCIL
BOROUGH OF CLOSTER
 
WORK SESSION MINUTES – WEDNESDAY, APRIL 10, 2024-7:00 P.M.

THIS REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING OF THE CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL WILL BE HELD IN-PERSON, TELEPHONICALLY and VIA ZOOM VIDEO. You may join Zoom meeting including video by accessing the information posted in the Borough Calendar on the Borough website by visiting www.closterboro.com and clicking the link on the left sidebar for Calendars and Notice of Meetings and click on the corresponding date. To join via Telephone Audio Only: 
	TOLL FREE:  +1 646-558-8656; MEETING ID:  864 2063 3673; PASSWORD: 8675309

1.	PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

2.	PROVISIONS OF OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT

	Mayor Glidden opened the meeting with the following announcement at 7:00 pm. This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of New Jersey, was included in the Notice of 2024 Mayor and Council Meetings which was published in The Record and The Star Ledger on December 29, 2023, was posted on the Municipal Clerk’s bulletin board and on the Borough website, and has remained posted as the required notices under the Statute.  In addition, a copy of the notice is and has been available to the public and is on file in the office of the Municipal Clerk.

3.	ROLL CALL
		Councilwoman Amitai-present		Councilwoman Latner-present
		Councilman Cho-present		Councilwoman Maroules-present at 7:05
		Councilwoman Chung-present		Councilman Yammarino-present
					
4.	PROCLAMATION
	a.	DISTRACTED DRIVING CRACKDOWN The Mayor read the proclamation into record.

Councilman Yammarino introduced a representative from the Meridia group about a proposal for developing the Swim Club property. It would have 170 units and 300 parking spaces. It would be age restricted (55+). The buildings would contain 1- and 2-bedroom units and contain three floors of units (buildings four stories over all). An engineer presented a traffic study. He stated that what jumped out at him was that there were no sharp peaks in the traffic pattern, perhaps because a 55+ development would not be bringing children to school. The Borough engineer pointed out that the line on the study being discussed was quite different from what existed today. Another presenter came forward to discuss the group’s experiences in other towns. He also spoke about the costs related to cleaning up the current property compared to the revenue the Borough could recognize from the development. He also spoke about keeping the Seniors nearby. He said that the project would give Closter 20% affordable units and would help with the 2025 round. Mayor Glidden explained that Senior housing is worth significantly less in terms of affordable housing credits that non-restricted properties. The Mayor made sure that the speakers were aware that a Police shooting range is right nearby the site. Councilwoman Chung asked for the positive effects for the neighbors and was told that the removal of a mosquito-ridden property and the appearance were positives. The Borough engineer asked about the DEP requirements. The Mayor pointed out there is also a compost area right nearby. The Mayor said that the idea was intriguing and would be discussed in Closed Session and that they would get back to the presenters.
	
5.	REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF MAIL LISTS
a.	MAIL LIST OF MARCH 29, 2024 Councilwoman Latner asked about Item #2 concerning grants for dealing with deer. The administrator will look into it. Councilwoman Amitai asked about #6—the annual tree lighting 12/8 at the Senior Center, The Seniors will be part of it. Councilwoman Amitai moved to approve the proposal, second Councilwoman Latner. All in favor. Carried. The Mayor spoke about the Vaswani Center’s Mother’s Day celebration and their request to close part of Durie Avenue (Demarest to High Street). The Police Department does not have a problem with the request but asked for specific departments. The Mayor would like to approve the request pending the receipt of the documents. Councilwoman Latner moved to approve the request, second Councilwoman Chang. All in favor. Carried. 

b.	MAIL LIST OF APRIL 5, 2024 Councilman Yammarino introduced correspondence from Frank Rodriguez who was at the meeting. He came forward and spoke about tractor trailer traffic on Anderson Avenue. He would like to see them go down Closter Dock Road to Piermont and then to Hickory. Councilwoman Amitai remembered that Metropolitan Farms promised to make deliveries to the Hickory Avenue location in 16-foot box trucks instead of 18 wheelers. The Mayor said that a meeting would be set up with the owner of Metropolitan and the Police Chief. Councilwoman Amitai read from an email from the Metropolitan Farm owner concerning the trucks (from 2012). She will look for more emails. Councilwoman Latner spoke about Item # 7. 

6.	ORDINANCES
	INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES
	ORDINANCE #2024-1331		CALENDAR YEAR 2024 ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE 							MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO
						ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14)

	ORDINANCE #2024-1332		ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING 								CHAPTER 200 OF THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER 								PURSUANT TO THE ANNUAL REPORT ON VARIANCES
						OF THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER ZONING BOARD OF 							ADJUSTMENTS

Councilwoman Amitai asked that the second ordinance having to do with the underground electric, she reads it as the ordinance does not have to do with one or two family homes but it does relate to them. The attorney stated that the Building Department wall make sure that they comply.

7.	INTRODUCTION OF THE 2024 MUNICIPAL BUDGET AND RELATED RESOLUTION
	PUBLIC HEARING AND ADOPTION TO BE HELD ON WEDNESDAY MAY 8, 2024
	@ 7:00 PM OR AS SOON THEREAFTER AS THE MATTER MAY BE HELD
	*24-97		RESOLUTION – INTRODUCTION OF THE 2024 BUDGET
	The Mayor has some issues with the Budget and requested that it be pulled until the meeting in two weeks. 
	He will let everyone know his issues in the next couple of days. Councilman Yammarino moved to table it, 
	second Councilwoman Amitai. All in favor. Carried. 

8.	REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEM
*24-98	   RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SEPARATION AGREEMENT

*24-99 	   TAX REIMBURSEMENT CERTIFICATION

*24-100  RESOLUTION ENDORSING SUBMISSION OF THE 2023 MUNICIPAL RECYCLING       TONNAGE   GRANT APPLICATION TO THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AND DESIGNATING CAROLE DACEY TO ENSURE PROPER FILING OF SAID APPLICATION

*24-101  RESOLUTION APPROVING REFUND OF TAX OVERPAYMENT

*24-102  RESOLUTION  RECOGNIZING THE NJ STATE LEAGUE OF MUNICIPALITIES’ NJ LOCAL GOVERNMENT WEEK, APRIL 7-13, 2024

*24-103  RESOLUTION FOR DECREASE IN CONTRACT PRICE-D.T.S. TRUCKING, LLC-ANDERSON BROOK ESTIMATE CERTIFICATE #2-FINAL

*24-104  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PROMOTION OF SERGEANT JOSEPH BALDOMERO III TO THE RANK OF LIEUTENANT

*24-105  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PROMOTION OF POLICE OFFICER CHRISTOPHER 
	BARBIERI TO THE RANK OF SERGEANT
*24-106   RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PROMOTION OF POLICE OFFICER JOSEPH SANFILIPPO TO THE RANK OF SERGEANT

*24-107  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PROMOTION OF DEPUTY CHIEF JAMES BUCCOLA TO THE RANK OF CHIEF OF POLICE

*24-108  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PROMOTION OF SERGEANT VINCENT SARUBBI TO THE RANK OF LIEUTENANT

*24-109  RESOLUTION APPROVING DPW DIRECTOR CONTRACT

*24-110	BILL LIST

*24-111  RESOLUTION TO GO INTO CLOSED SESSION AND EXCLUD THE PUBLIC
No one requested that any items be pulled.

9.	MINUTES 
	a.	APPROVAL OF WORK SESSION AND REGULAR MEETING OF FEBRUARY 28, 2024
				(Councilwoman Amitai Absent)
	No one had any issues.

		10.	REPORTS
a.	BOROUGH ENGINEER The report has been submitted. The following are some of the projects the engineer highlighted: Re:  Piermont Road and Vervalen intersection and the difficulty receiving permission for the easement from the owner of the property. The engineer spoke to the County and it is 
believed that the plans can be changed to make the easement less critical. The engineer will have plans for
the next meeting. Councilwoman Amitai said that the improvement commission wants to soften that 
intersection, but the administrator said it would be better to wait. The 2023 Roads program is awaiting
paperwork. The stormwater survey has been completed. 2024 Local Aid project is being wrapped up. 
The Ruckman Pond paperwork has been sent in and is awaiting approval. 

b.	BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR The first water project up on Colgate is complete and the money 
has been received. The stormwater grant has been approved. The three-year grant for lanternflies (treatment only) has been approved. The Ruckman Road pickleball project (3 courts) is moving along. The walking path money has been applied for. The budget has taken a lot of the administrator’s time. There are many ordinances in process. The Website is a week or so off. The Police Department Website is now live. Councilwoman Amitai wanted to make sure there would be no trouble getting their emails. The Senior Center railing and walkway are in the 2024 Roads project. This week is the administrator’s 2-year anniversary with the Borough as administrator. He thanked the Borough and thanked the Borough for allowing him to take the course. He said he received his certification today. The police officer who was in the accident is fine and back to work. 

c.	CHIEF OF POLICE not present

	d.	MAYOR A grant to build a bridge from Memorial Park to Remembrance Park has been secured. 
	The Lions Club will hold their Duck Derby. Councilwoman Amitai moved to approve the Duck Derby on 
June 8 (11:00-4:00) at the new Grove Park, second Councilman Yammarino. All in favor. Carried. The  Ambulance Corps had 43 calls and 124 work hours last month. The Environmental Commission did a great job on the Cleanup Day on Saturday. There were many volunteers. The PTO Spring Fair starts at 11:00 May 4. The Committee for the Arts has a presentation on May 3. April 28 is Opening Day. Tommy LaStella will throw out the opening pitch with the Mayor. The Beefsteak dinner at the Elks is Friday, May 24th   This year the police officer, fire fighter, EMT, and DPW worker of the year will all be honored. 
 
11.	OLD BUSINESS   Councilwoman Maroules asked whether the attorney had learned anything about the  	referendum. He said that the County Clerk said that as long as the question is on the regular election there 	would be no cost to the borough. The deadline is August 23, but the attorney recommends doing it earlier.	It 	can be a referendum, a non-binding referendum, or a ballot questions. The attorney recommends a ballot 	question. Councilwoman Chung recommended June.
12.	NEW BUSINESS Tomorrow is the Tenakill Trucks marketplace. It is at 6:00; bring cash. The kids make business plans and then their projects and start with a loan from their parents and they keep the proceeds. April 30 is Chief McTigue’s walkout day at 3:00, celebration to follow. It is at the Saloon in Pearl River. April 28 is the Soup Supper at the Closter Nature Center.  

13.	OPEN MEETING FOR PUBLIC (5 minute limit)
Sheilagh McCaffrey (70 Anderson Avenue) commented on the presentation and said that there was a tragic death of a family member there and that they really care what happens there. She also reminded everyone that there is a lot of pressure to build and that land is nonrenewable. She also said that the mean in suits have much more to gain than the Borough. She also said Seniors moving from their houses to the 55+ development would mean more families moving into town, which would create a burden on the schools and that parks were not a burden on the community. She would rather have green space than apartment buildings. She also begged the Mayor and Council to keep Closter one of the towns without high-rise apartment buildings. She offered to spend time writing for grants to turn the space into a park. She also said that the McCaffrey family would build a memorial garden there. Finally she voiced her disappointment that this presentation was not on the agenda. The Mayor said that the item was brought to the Mayor and Council at the last minute and that it was not unusual for the Mayor and Council to hear a conceptual idea. She mentioned the traps on the trees and that they catch thousands. She asked the Mayor and Council to consider traps instead of cutting down trees.

Steve Isaacson (97 Columbus) asked about the number of open positions at the schools. There are 10. He again asked about his request at the last meeting to poll the Council on their feelings about developing the Farm. He said that maybe the Mayor knew about this proposal for the Swim Club property and that maybe that is why the Mayor refused to allow him to poll the Council. The Mayor said that this theory was not correct. Mr. Isaacson asked questions about the math used by the presenters. Mr. Isaacson agreed with Ms. McCaffrey’s feeling that houses selling would bring in young families. The Mayor said that was a good point. The Mayor spoke about the history of the Swim Club and that he was open to hearing ideas for the Swim Club property. Councilwoman Latner said that just because the Council is hearing a presentation does not mean it is happening. Mr. Isaacson brought up the construction company using the parking lot for free.  

The engineer explained that the grant being sought is a cleanup grant.

Chris Noell (a Fort Lee resident) who spoke a few months ago about Complete Streets, came back to speak. He emailed everyone yesterday. He encouraged Closter to pass its own Complete Streets policy. The Mayor thanked him and said that the Council would consider a resolution.

14.	ANY OTHER MATTER WHICH MAY PROPERLY COME BEFORE THE GOVERNING BODY

15.	ADJOURNMENT Councilwoman Latner moved to adjourn the Work Session and move to the Regular Meeting, second Councilman Yammarino. All in favor. Work Session adjourned at 8:35 pm.
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