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MAYOR AND COUNCIL
BOROUGH OF CLOSTER

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES – WEDNESDAY, July 24, 2024 - 7:00 P.M

Mayor Glidden opened the meeting at 7:00 pm with the open public meetings announcement. The Mayor noted for the record that this evening there is only a Regular Meeting. THIS REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING OF THE CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL WILL BE HELD IN-PERSON TELEPHONICALLY and VIA ZOOM VIDEO. You may join Zoom meeting including video by accessing the information posted in the Borough Calendar on the Borough website by visiting www.closterboro.com and clicking the link on the left sidebar for Calendars and Notice of Meetings and click on the corresponding date. To join via Telephone Audio Only: 
	TOLL FREE:  +1 646-558-8656; MEETING ID:  864 2063 3673; PASSWORD: 8675309

If Executive session is required, the Council will retire to a closed session at the conclusion of the Regular Meeting pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 and follow the procedures provided in this statute.

1.       	OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT
	This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of New Jersey, was included in the Notice of 2024 Mayor and Council Meetings which was published in The Record and The Star Ledger on December 29, 2023, was posted on the Municipal Clerk’s bulletin board and on the Borough website, and has remained posted as the required notices under the Statute.  In addition, a copy of the notice is and has been available to the public and is on file in the office of the Municipal Clerk.

2.	ROLL CALL

	Councilwoman Amitai-present			Councilwoman Latner-present
	Councilman Cho-present			Councilwoman Maroules-present
	Councilwoman Chung-present			Councilman Yammarino-present
		 		Mayor Glidden-present
		
	
3. 	ADOPTION OF ORDINANCES
  	
	ORDINANCE #2024-1342  	AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING A SUM NOT TO EXCEED $260,000.00 FROM OPEN SPACE, RECREATION, FARMLAND, AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION TRUST FUND FOR PARK, FARMLAND, AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION IMPROVEMENTS

The meeting was opened to the public. Steve Isaacson (97 Columbus) expressed his disappointment that the money is being spent on the Boy Scout cabin and not the Farm. The meeting was closed to the public. Councilwoman Latner moved to adopt the Ordinance, second Councilman Yammarino.

	Councilwoman Amitai-yes			Councilwoman Latner-yes
	Councilman Cho-yes				Councilwoman Maroules-abstain
	Councilwoman Chung-yes			Councilman Yammarino-yes

Carried.


ORDINANCE #2024-1343     AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 170A OF THE 
		                       CODE ENTITLED “STORMWATER CONTROL”

The meeting was opened to the public. Hearing none, the meeting was closed to the public. Councilwoman Latner moved to adopt the Ordinance, second Councilwoman Maroules.

	Councilwoman Amitai-yes			Councilwoman Latner-yes
	Councilman Cho-yes				Councilwoman Maroules-yes
	Councilwoman Chung-yes			Councilman Yammarino-yes

Carried.


ORDINANCE #2024-1345     AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER 
AMENDING CHAPTER 103-2 OF THE BOROUGH CODE      REGARDING APPEALS PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 103

The meeting was opened to the public. Steve Isaacson (97 Columbus) asked for clarification, which he received from the attorney. The meeting was closed to the public. Councilwoman Amitai moved to adopt the Ordinance, second Councilwoman Latner.

	Councilwoman Amitai-yes			Councilwoman Latner-yes
	Councilman Cho-yes				Councilwoman Maroules-yes
	Councilwoman Chung-yes			Councilman Yammarino-yes

Carried.

The Mayor reminded everyone that the Closter town celebration is September 7. The Mayor is raising money from 8 local businesses (at $1,000 each) to pay for the children’s rides. There will be a one-day exhibit on 7/28 1-4 of artists at the Belski Museum. Linda Albeli and Jim Gordon were honored as hometown heroes. There is a link on the app for the No Knock registry. The mayor spoke to the architect and developer of the Village School. The groundbreaking is planned for sometime in the fall. The stone is planned to be cleaned starting this Friday. The Mayor will write a letter of permission for them to start cleaning on Friday. 
	
4.	REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF COMMUNICATION ITEMS
	a.	MAIL LIST OF JULY 12, 2024 The Mayor commented on Item #1 about recycling 
awards. He sent it to the Environmental Commission and Item #3 that Bergen County has  opened cooling centers.
	b.	MAIL LIST OF JULY 19, 2024 Councilwoman Chung commented on the Item #4 Bergen  County Senior Festival on September 12. She said it is a big party with a lot of swag and encouraged everyone to spread the work. Councilwoman Amitai commented on Item #5 and expressed concern that people might be affected by the redevelopment in Demarest. For Item #6, Councilwoman Amitai wanted to follow up. The Finance Department and Tax Assessor are taking care of this. The administrator spoke about Items #7. He advised the Mayor and Council to review it and advise, as it goes against Closter Zoning laws. He also stated that required reporting is on track. The health insurance fees have increased 17.2%. Councilwoman Amitai said that NJLM is asking members to join Revolution New Jersey and to pass a resolution. She said it is not too early to start planning. No one objected to joining and agreeing to do something special in 2026. Item #2: Someone will attend the OPRA training Zoom.  


5.	VOTE ON CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS The Mayor read the following items.
All items with an asterisk (*) are considered to be non-controversial by the Council and will be approved by one MOTION. There may be further discussion prior to the vote upon request of a Council Member. Also, any item may be removed for further discussion or for Roll Call vote, in which case the item will be removed and considered in its normal sequence as part of the General Order of Business.

RESOLUTIONS

*24- 175	 RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE APPOINTMENT OF JENNIFER MARTINEZ, AS TEMPORARY ACTING BOROUGH CLERK

*24- 176 	RESOLUTION REQUESTING APPROVAL OF ITEM OF REVENUE AND APPROPRIATION UNDER N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-87 FOR “ALCOHOL EDUCATION REHABILITATION FUND”

*24- 177	RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DESIGNATING AN ACTING MUNICIPAL COURT ADMINISTRATOR – BOROUGH OF NORTHVALE

*24-178	RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DESIGNATING AN ACTING MUNICIPAL COURT ADMINISTRATOR – BOROUGH OF ROCKLEIGH 

*24-179	RESOLUTION HIRING TEMPORARY DRIVER /LABORER DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS FOR 2024

*24-180	RESOLUTION AWARDING CONTRACT FOR THE RUCKMAN PARK PICKLEBALL IMPROVEMENTS & 2024 BOROUGH ROAD PROGRAM TO GREEN VALLEY GROUP, INC

*24-181	AUDIT FINDINGS, RECOMMENDATIONS AND CORRECTIVE ACTION

*24-182	RESOLUTION DESIGNATING OFFICIAL DEPOSITORIES

Councilwoman Chung asked questions of clarification about Items 24-177 and 24-178. The items remained on the Agenda for vote. Councilwoman Amitai moved to adopt the Consent Agenda,second Councilwoman Latner.

 

	Councilwoman Amitai-yes			Councilwoman Latner-yes
	Councilman Cho-yes				Councilwoman Maroules-yes
	Councilwoman Chung-yes			Councilman Yammarino-yes

Carried.

Councilman Cho spoke about the referendum question. The resolution passed 2 weeks, as well as a rework is in front of the Council. The attorney explained the changes. Councilman Cho moved to adopt the resolution (old 164, new 184), second Councilwoman Maroules.

 	Councilwoman Amitai-yes			Councilwoman Latner-yes
	Councilman Cho-yes				Councilwoman Maroules-yes
	Councilwoman Chung-yes			Councilman Yammarino-yes

Carried.

The administrator asked for a voice vote to allow the school to be able to work on upcoming Sundays on roof repair. Everyone agreed. 


6.	APPROVING APPLICATION AS NEW MEMBER OF FIRE DEPARTMENT
	a.	Nicholas D. Varni (ADULT MEMBER) Everyone agreed on voice vote.
	

7.	HAWKERS AND PEDDLERS PERMITS
	a.	TRINITY SOLAR – ELIOT NACE Everyone agreed on voice vote.
	

	
8.	OPEN MEETING TO PUBLIC FOR ANY MATTER (5-minute limit) Steve Isaacson thanked members of the staff and Council. He asked what the soft costs of pickleball courts are. He stated that he saw on the Internet that a contract is being negotiated with Bugsbee. He asked why it was not on the agenda. He asked questions about the auditor’s suggestions about bidding. He asked how many pickleball courts are being built on the ice rink and was told 3. He asked about the contractor. He suggested lowering the speed limit on Blanch Avenue to 15 mph, as it was a residential zone that had become a business zone.

	Councilman Yammarino mentioned that the food pantry is collecting money for school supplies and asked anyone so inclined to donate. Councilwoman Chung stated that there was a book in chambers of cards and letters written to the DPW.

9. 		CLOSED SESSION
	      *24-183		RESOLUTION TO GO INTO CLOSED SESSION AND EXCLUDE THE PUBLIC     Councilwoman Latner moved to go into Closed Session, second Councilwoman Maroules. All in favor. Meeting went into Closed Session at 8:36 pm. Councilwoman Latner moved to close Closed Session, second Councilwoman Maroules. All in favor.


10.       	ADJOURNMENT   Councilwoman Latner moved to adjourn, second Councilwoman Maroules. All in  
		 	favor. Meeting adjourned at 8:37 pm.


		 	Respectfully submitted,



	 	

Jennifer Martinez
	 	Acting Borough Clerk   
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