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MAYOR AND COUNCIL
BOROUGH OF CLOSTER
 
     WORK SESSION M – WEDNESDAY, JUNE 12, 2024-7:00 P.M.

THIS REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING OF THE CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL WILL BE HELD IN-PERSON, TELEPHONICALLY and VIA ZOOM VIDEO.

You may join Zoom meeting including video by accessing the information posted in the Borough Calendar on the Borough website by visiting www.closterboro.com and clicking the link on the left sidebar for Calendars and Notice of Meetings and click on the corresponding date.

To join via Telephone Audio Only: 
	TOLL FREE:  +1 646-558-8656; MEETING ID:  864 2063 3673; PASSWORD: 8675309

	Mayor Glidden opened the meeting at 7:00 pm with the Open Public Meetings announcement.

1.	PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

2.	PROVISIONS OF OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT

	This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of New Jersey, was included in the Notice of 2024 Mayor and Council Meetings which was published in The Record and The Star Ledger on December 29, 2023, was posted on the Municipal Clerk’s bulletin board and on the Borough website, and has remained posted as the required notices under the Statute.  In addition, a copy of the notice is and has been available to the public and is on file in the office of the Municipal Clerk.

[bookmark: _GoBack]3.	ROLL CALL

[bookmark: _Hlk171238822]	Councilwoman Amitai-present		Councilwoman Latner-present
			Councilman Cho-present			Councilwoman Maroules-present
			Councilwoman Chung-present		Councilman Yammarino-present
						Mayor Glidden-present


4.	REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF MAIL LISTS
a.	MAIL LIST OF MAY 24, 2024 Councilwoman Latner pointed out on Item 7 Jewish Heritage  Month and Military Appreciation Month in the hopes that both could be acknowledged for next year.

b.	MAIL LIST OF MAY 31, 2024 Councilman Yammarino pointed out Item 2, The Food and 
	Assistance Board application, which would endeavor to ensure that the people receiving assistance
	actually need it. The Council did not have an issue with it; nor did the Borough attorney. 
 
c.	MAIL LIST OF JUNE 7, 2024 Councilwoman Chung asked the attorney to speak about Item 
	#8 (the OPRA bill changes). He said that most of the changes target businesses requesting 
	information. Discussion about how it streamlines the process and does not really affect the public’s 
	access to public information. 

5.	ORDINANCES
	ADOPTION OF ORDINANCES
		ORDINANCE # 2024-1340	2024-2025 SALARY ORDINANCE 
		
		The meeting was opened to the public for comments on this ordinance.

		Steve Isaacson stated that he was under the impression that Item 2 was going to referendum. The attorney 
		stated that the stipend was being prepared for a referendum. He explained the difference between the 
of employees and the stipends for Mayor and Council. The administrator explained the  minimum/maximum ranges on the Ordinance.

The meeting was closed to the public. Councilwoman Maroules asked whether the stipend should be labeled as a stipend. The attorney explained that it could remain listed as a stipend and if defeated in the referendum, removed.

Councilman Yammarino moved to adopt the Ordinance, second Councilwoman Latner

Roll Call Vote

Councilwoman Amitai-yes		Councilwoman Latner-yes
			Councilman Cho-abstain		Councilwoman Maroules-no
			Councilwoman Chung-yes		Councilman Yammarino-yes

	Carried.


	INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCE
		ORDINANCE #2024-1341	BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION OF 							$825,000, PROVIDING FOR VARIOUS CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS
						IN AND FOR THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER, IN THE COUNTY
						OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE
						OF $783,750 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH FOR 								FINANCING PART OF THE APPROPRIATIONS

		Councilman Yammarino moved to introduce the ordinance, second Councilwoman Latner.

Roll Call Vote

Councilwoman Amitai-yes		Councilwoman Latner-yes
			Councilman Cho-yes			Councilwoman Maroules-yes
			Councilwoman Chung-yes		Councilman Yammarino-yes

	Carried.


	
6.	REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEM
*24-145	RESOUTION AUTHORIZING SEWER CONNECTION FOR ALPINE RESIDENT,
		421 ANDERSON AVE., CHERYL SKILLMAN, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE
		CLOSTER/ALPINE SEWER AGREEMENT DATED 8-5-1994

*24-146	RESOLUTION APPROVAL TO SUBMIT A GRANT APPLICATION AND
		EXECUTE A GRANT CONTRACT WITH THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF
		TRANSPORTATION FOR KNICKERBOCKER ROAD AND HIGH STREET TRAFFIC 	SIGNAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECT


*24-147	RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER TAX COLLECTOR
		TO PREPARE AND MAIL ESTIMATED TAX BILLS IN ACCORDANCE WITH P.L. 1994, 	C.72

*24-148	REFUND OF REAL ESTATE TAX OVERPAYMENTS

*24-149	REFUND OF REAL ESTATE TAX OVERPAYMENTS

*24-150	RESOLUTION REQUESTING APPROVAL OF ITEM OF REVENUE AND 	APPROPRIATON UNDER N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 FOR “2024 CLEAN COMMUNITIES GRANT

*24-151	RESOLUTION HIRING TEMPORARY DRIVER/LABORER –DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC
		WORKS FOR 2024

*24-152	RESOLUTION FIXING BASE SALARIES FOR 2024

*24-153	RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING RENEWAL OF 2024 LIQUOR LICENSES

*24-154	BILL LIST

*24-155	RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE HIRING OF JOHN ROMANO AS A PROBATIONARY
		PATROLMAN IN CLOSTER POLICE DEPARTMENT

*24-156	RESOLUTION AWARDING CONTRACT FOR THE ANDERSON BROOK STREAM
		CLEANING BETWEEN HOMANS AVE AND CHESTNUT AVE TO T.R. WENIGER, INC.

*24-157	RESOLUTION TO GO INTO CLOSED SESSION AND EXCLUDE THE PUBLIC

No Council members wished to discuss any items. The engineer spoke about Item 24-146. He suggested that Demarest Avenue be resurfaced and putting a “leading green” light on the corner of Knickerbocker. No one objected. He will explain again at the Regular Meeting. 

7.	HAWKERS & PEDDLERS LICENSES
	a.	TRINITY SOLAR – ROBERT SLADE SIKORA	#24-15
	b.	TRINITY SOLAR – COLE WHARTON		#24-16
	c.	TRINITY SOLAR – DAVID WORTH WINSLOW, JR	#24-17
	d.	TRINITY SOLAR – DEQUAN MALAKIH BOYCE$	#24-18
	e.	TRINITY SOLAR – MASON JARRETT MCCANN 	#24-19
	f.	TRINITY SOLAR – GAVIN RICHARD THOMAS	#24-20
	g.	TRINITY SOLAR – GIANFRANCO MILITELLO	#24-21
	h.	TRINITY SOLAR – JARED DAYNE LONG		#24-22
	i.	TRINITY SOLAR – JOSEPH SOIFER			#24-23

	No one had any objections. They have all been vetted by the Police Department.

8.	REPORTS
a.	BOROUGH ENGINEER The report has been submitted. 
b.	BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR The bid situation for the pole barn has been straightened out.
	Bids will start going out on June 14th and be due July 23rd. He asked people to remind their 
	constituents to download the Borough app. Councilwoman Chung asked how many subscribers
	there are and was told about 500. Information that would usually go into the Newsletter can be 
	sent to the IT department for the website. There will be a June newsletter. Word about the app can 
	be shared with the School. A banking RFQ is being sent out, as well as one for medical services. 
c.	CHIEF OF POLICE There is a resolution on the Consent Agenda for a hiring of a Police Officer.
	There will most likely be another hire on next meeting’s Consent Agenda. The first annual Cone with a Cop will take place soon. He thanked the Finance Office. He also spoke about a program for children with older parents who might need help ensuring that affairs are in order, especially drivers licenses. 7-11
	d.	MAYOR The Memorial Day parade was especially successful. Thanks to the Police, Fire,
		Ambulance, and DPW departments, as well as the Borough employees. The Duck Derby raised
a substantial amount of money for the Food Pantry. 360 ducks were sold. The Little League  Opening Day featured Tommy LaStella. The Blood Drive was successful. There are many concerts coming up. The Mayor is in touch with Teterboro Airport about complaints from residents about the low-flying corporate jets. There is a hotline; the number will be in the newsletter and on the website. Flight patterns can be changed. People should call the hotline. 

9.	OLD BUSINESS   The Library Used Book Sale will be held on June 15 9:00 to 4:00. The Mayor was 
	for speaking at the Pride Flag raising. Poll worker information was forwarded to the High School. Many 
	students are interested. Apparently information was sent to the High School in March asking them to run a 
training but there was no response. Councilwoman Latner asked the County to let her know next time. !8- year olds can work the full day and make $300. 16-year olds can work 8 hours. 

10.	NEW BUSINESS Councilwoman Amitai thanked Stephanie Evans for her service to the Borough.

11.	OPEN MEETING FOR PUBLIC (5 minute limit) 

Steve spoke about elections and early voting.

Alan Rapperport from Norwood spoke about his understanding that the Council is considering development. The Mayor clarified that the Council had heard from a developer but had not taken any action on it and most likely would not do so for quite some time. No decision whatsoever has been made. Mr. Rapperport spoke about his concerns about parking, noise, the stream. He also asked for the hotline number.

Jeanne Stella (479 High Street) shared that the Farm is planned to be open on June 29. The Mayor asked to be on the email. There will also be a volunteer meet and greet and a seed swap, 10-12 on June 27. 

Steve Isaacson (97 Columbus) thanked Mr. Rapperport for coming down to support people who are against what may be done with the Swim Club. The Mayor reinforced that there has been no decision made nor are they looking to make a decision. Mr. Isaacson asked the engineer about Herbert Avenue. He also asked about a paper shredding even on 6/22. He asked about the budget for the poll barns. The administrator explained that right now the budget is 1.3 million. 

Leslie Brunell asked the Board to note that the Zoning Board has done its due diligence for the Village School and asked the Council to work with them to get this done. 
 
12.	ANY OTHER MATTER WHICH MAY PROPERLY COME BEFORE THE GOVERNING BODY

13.	ADJOURNMENT Councilwoman Latner moved to adjourn the Work Session and move to the Regular 
	Meeting, second Councilwoman Chung. All in favor. Work Session adjourned at 7:50 pm.
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