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MAYOR AND COUNCIL
BOROUGH OF CLOSTER

GOVERNING BODY WORK SESSION MINUTES-WEDNESDAY, September 11, 2024, – 7:00 PM

Mayor Glidden opened the meeting at 7:00 with a request for a moment of silence for those who perished in the attacks of September 11, 2001 followed by the Open Public meetings announcement. THIS REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING OF THE CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL WILL BE HELD IN-PERSON, TELEPHONICALLY, and VIA ZOOM VIDEO.

You may join Zoom meeting including video by accessing the information posted in the Borough Calendar on the Borough website by visiting www.closterboro.com and clicking the link on the left sidebar for Calendars and Notice of Meetings and click on the corresponding date. To join via Telephone Audio Only: 
TOLL FREE:  +1 646-558-8656; MEETING ID:  864 2063 3673; PASSWORD: 8675309

1.	PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
 
2.       	OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT
	This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of New Jersey, was included in the Notice of 2024 Mayor and Council Meetings which was published in The Record and The Star Ledger on December 29, 2023, was posted on the Municipal Clerk’s bulletin board and on the Borough website, and has remained posted as the required notices under the Statute.  In addition, a copy of the notice is and has been available to the public and is on file in the office of the Municipal Clerk.

3.	ROLL CALL
CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL
WORK SESSION MINUTES  – WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11,  2024 – 7:00 P.M.
	
	
[bookmark: _Hlk180082309] 		Councilwoman Amitai-present			Councilwoman Latner-present		
	 		Councilman Cho-present 			Councilwoman Maroules-present
	 		Councilwoman Chung-present 			Councilman Yammarino-present
				 					Mayor Glidden-present

The Mayor called for Closed Session, for pending litigation, contract negotiation, and personnel matters, with no objection from the Council. Councilwoman Latner moved to go into Closed Session, second Councilwoman Maroules. All in favor. The meeting went into Closed Session and returned to the Regular Meeting at 7:40 pm.
	
	4.	ADOPTION OF ORDINANCES
[bookmark: _GoBack]
ORDINANCE #2024-1344 - AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 173-52 C(2) OF THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER 

The meeting was opened to the public for comment. Hearing none, the public session was closed. Councilwoman Amitai moved to adopt the ordinance, second Councilwoman Latner.

Councilwoman Amitai-yes			Councilwoman Latner-yes	
	 		Councilman Cho-yes				Councilwoman Maroules-yes
	 		Councilwoman Chung-yes 			Councilman Yammarino-yes

Carried.

	
5.	REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF COMMUNICATION ITEMS
	a.	MAIL LIST OF August 16, 2024 – no comment
	b.	MAIL LIST OF AUGUST 24, 2024 – No Mail
	c.	MAIL LIST OF AUGUST 30, 2024 – Mayor Glidden commented on Item 4, a letter to the Council 
	warning of engaging in shared services with Cresskill. It seems to be an isolated incident, and the Mayor did not 
	care for it.

	d.	MAIL LIST OF SEPTEMBER 6, 2024 – Councilman Yammarino spoke about Item 4, a letter from the
	League of Municipalities to allow SALT to expire. 
   	
6.	REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS FOR REGULAR MEETING
*24-201  	RESOLUTION TO CREDIT ACCOUNT DUE TO RECIPROCAL AGREEMENT

*24-202  	REFUND OF OVERPAYMENT OF TAXES

*24-203 	RESOLUTION REQUESTING APPROVAL OF ITEM OF REVENUE AND        
APPROPRIATION UNDER N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-87 FOR “Drunk Driving Enforcement Fund”
	
*24-204   	RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING USE OF MUNICIPAL FIRE VEHICLES FOR NEW JERSEY STATE FIREMEN’S CONVENTION IN WILDWOOD, NEW JERSEY FROM SEPTEMBER 12, 2024 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 15, 2024   
          
*24-205 	RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE APPOINTMENT OF MARI MARGIOTTA, AS BOROUGH CLERK 
		
*24-206  	RESOLUTION IN OPPOSITION TO PROPOSED LEGISLATION BYPASSING LOCAL ZONING FOR HOME-BASED BUSINESSES	

*24-207        RESOLUTION APPROVAL OF 225 CLOSTER LLC VS. BOROUGH OF 
	         CLOSTER TAX APPEAL SETTLEMENT

*24-208 	RESOLUTION APPROVING MAC BAIN FALL FARM FESTIVAL 2024	

*24-209 	RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN AMENDMENT TO THE CONTRACT WITH 
BOSWELL ENGINEERING TO PROVIDE ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR THE RE-CERTIFICATION OF THE DPW’S SPCC PLAN

*24-210 	A RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER, BERGEN COUNTY, 
 		NEW JERSEY SUPPORTING REVOLUTION NJ

*24-211 	RESOLUTION TO CANCEL TAXES RECEIVECEIVABLE

*24-212	SUPPORT S2103/A971 FOR FAIR SHARE AFFORDABLE HOUSING OBLIGATIONS

*24-213	RESOLUTION HIRING A MECHANIC’S HELPER FULL-TIME FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS FOR 2024

*24-214	RESOLUTION APPROVING CONTRACT WITH CHIEF OF POLICE

*24-215	RESOLUTION TO PURSUE A “FAIR AND OPEN” PROCESS IN AWARDING CERTAIN CONTRACTS IN THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER

*24-216	RESOLUTION TO PURSUE A “FAIR AND OPEN” PROCESS IN AWARDING CERTAIN CONTRACTS IN THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER

*24-217	BILL LIST

*24-218	RESOLUTION TO ESCROW ESCHEAT FUNDS
	
	*24-219	CLOSED SESSION 

	Councilwoman Amitai asked to pull Item 24-205. The administrator spoke about 24-214 and asked to pull it for the time being. Councilwoman Maroules felt that 24-213 should be pulled as well. 

7.	APPROVING APPLICATION AS NEW MEMBER OF FIRE DEPARTMENT
	a. KARANVIR JAIN (NEW JUNIOR MEMBER) 

8.	MINUTES Closed Session minutes November 2021 to April 2024. Councilwoman Latner moved to approve the minutes, second Councilwoman Maroules.

Councilwoman Amitai-yes			Councilwoman Latner-yes	
	 		Councilman Cho-yes				Councilwoman Maroules-yes
	 		Councilwoman Chung-yes 			Councilman Yammarino-yes

 	Carried.


9.	PROFESSIONAL  REPORTS

a.	BOROUGH ENGINEER The pickleball court is now ready to cure. It should be ready during the fall.
b.	BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR The new OPRA law is now in effect. The hope is that it will cut down on the workload.  There is a new website for financial reporting. The Finance Department did a fantastic job of keeping the old website up to date, which made the transfer easier. Requests came in for the annual Hanukkah event this summer. Last year the event was in Ruckman Park, but now the pickleball court is there. There has been discussion about where the event could be this year. There isn’t a ready space for such events, which other towns have. Input for a festival space is welcome. 

c.	CHIEF OF POLICE Two new officers have finished or are about to finish their training. Several burglaries occurred in downtown businesses. Suspects have been identified. The 5K run was successful. The 9/11 drew a nice crowd. The postponed Labor Day celebration will be this weekend. There will be a Halloween festival in October. The Public Service gas project is progressing. Scouts were asked to advise the Police when they go door to door with their fundraising. The vice president of security for Closter Plaza will be in town to meet on October 8. About 200 people have registered for the no-knock list. Councilwoman Maroules spoke about the cameras at Ruckman not being as visible as would be ideal. She asked about ideas to better monitor the park for protection. Councilman Yammarino asked about the road rage incident. The Chief said that it may be more complicated than what was reported. The Chief spoke about new traffic patterns to be used for Tenakill School dropoff and pickup.


10.	OLD BUSINESS Councilwoman Amitai asked about the sidewalk waiver request from 8 Blanche Lane and felt
		 	that it should be waived. She asked whether anyone had responded to the letter. She will follow up and look for
			 	the letter.

		 	Councilman Yammarino spoke about the recent concerns about the tractor trailer traffic going to Metropolitan 
	 	Farm. There had been a verbal agreement that only small trucks would be used. The Mayor and Council want
	 	to know exactly what the agreement was before the Mayor speaks to the owner. Councilwoman Amitai found 
		 	the information. The Mayor will follow up.

11.	NEW BUSINESS Councilwoman Chung received an email from the Mayor of Clinton saying that a film 
	 	company was interested in possibly filming at a home in Closter and wondered what the Council 
		 	would think of that. Discussion of pros and cons. Closter does have a filming ordinance. Councilwoman Chung
	 	and Councilman Cho attended a conference in Korea. Councilwoman Chung shared voting practices from 
	 	around the world. She also shared that some other states have 911 systems that 
	 	go to dispatch and the local offices at the same time. Councilwoman Amitai reminded 
	 	everyone that the Borough had promised coffee and donuts on Election Day. The Mayor reminded
 	everyone that Closter Day is this Saturday and that there are many events scheduled and 
	 	that he sponsors a party at 7:00 followed by fireworks. There is a concert Friday at 7:00.

12.	OPEN MEETING FOR PUBLIC COMMENTS (5 MINUTE LIMIT)
	 	A resident (61 Wainwright) came forward and spoke about the wonderful experience she and her husband 
 	had with the building department. She did state that she has a question about their 
	 	obligation to put in a sidewalk. There is no sidewalk currently, and they did not plan
 	to put one in. The Zoning Officer asked her to clarify the situation with the 
 	Mayor and Council, as there is a grey area. The Borough Attorney will speak to the Zoning
 	Officer and respond to the resident.

	 	Steve Isaacson gave 2 ideas for the holiday park: The corner of Closter Dock Road and 
	 	Piermont and near the 9/11 memorial. He also asked about Resolution 24-216 and asked what contracts
	 	it referred to and why it couldn’t be listed. The administrator said that the resolution would allow
 	the Borough to pursue contracts. He also asked about hazardous material at the DPW and asked for an answer
 	for the next meeting. He said that he was picking at the Farm and that the stuff is great. He said that nothing
 	has been done at the MacBain Farm house and that the pickleball court has already been done. The administrator 
 	spoke about needing someone who works on historic homes. Mr. Isaacson said that the historic issues
 	relate to what is visible from the street. He said the repairs are a matter of safety. On 9/15 is the environmental fair
	 	at Buzzoni. He also said that it is a year since Sophie Heymann died and that something should be done, perhaps 
 	dedicate the Buzzoni garden to her.

	 	Brian Pfeiffer (158 Demarest Avenue) came forward to speak about the traffic. He had also come by 
to discuss the issue another time. He said that there are a lot of accidents and that people drive up on the curb and that something needs to be done. He said that a regular traffic light would solve the problem. He has spoken to the traffic officer.  The Police Chief agreed that a traffic light would be beneficial, but it is a County road. Discussion. The administrator spoke about the possibility of modifying the traffic light at Knickerbocker and High Street to change the flow of traffic. The Mayor assured Mr. Pfeiffer that is was under consideration. 

The administrator said that he received a couple of calls from Mr. Lord about property he owns at 295 Demarest 
Avenue. He does not live here at present. He tried to pay his taxes last quarter with the automated system. He put in his bank information incorrectly, which resulted in a delinquent notice and a bounced check fee. He was told that the administration has no legal way to relieve him of his fees and that only the Mayor and Council had that ability. The Attorney said that the interest cannot be waived. The bounced check fee can be.  

13.	ADJOURNMENT Councilwoman Latner moved to adjourn the Work Session and move to the Regular  Meeting, second Councilman Yammarino.  The Work Session Adjourned at 8:47 pm.
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