

CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL
WORK SESSION MINUTES  – WEDNESDAY, APRIL 24,  2024 – 7:00 P.M.
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MAYOR AND COUNCIL
BOROUGH OF CLOSTER

WORK SESSION MINUTES-WEDNESDAY, APRIL 24, 2024– 7:00 PM

THIS REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING OF THE CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL WILL BE HELD IN-PERSON, TELEPHONICALLY, and VIA ZOOM VIDEO.

You may join Zoom meeting including video by accessing the information posted in the Borough Calendar on the Borough website by visiting www.closterboro.com and clicking the link on the left sidebar for Calendars and Notice of Meetings and click on the corresponding date. To join via Telephone Audio Only: TOLL FREE:  +1 646-558-8656; MEETING ID:  864 2063 3673; PASSWORD: 8675309

1.	PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
 
2.       	OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT
	Mayor Glidden opened the meeting at 7:00 pm with the following announcement: This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of New Jersey, was included in the Notice of 2024 Mayor and Council Meetings which was published in The Record and The Star Ledger on December 29, 2023, was posted on the Municipal Clerk’s bulletin board and on the Borough website, and has remained posted as the required notices under the Statute.  In addition, a copy of the notice is and has been available to the public and is on file in the office of the Municipal Clerk.

3.	ROLL CALL
Councilwoman Amitai-present		Councilwoman Latner-present
		Councilman Cho-present		Councilwoman Maroules-present
		Councilwoman Chung-present		Councilman Yammarino-present

4.	PROCLAMATIONS Mayor Glidden read and the following proclamations:
	a.	NATIONAL DONATE LIFE MONTH
	b.	ARBOR DAY
	c. 	TOMMY LASTELLA DAY

The administrator shared that tree planting will be on Friday at the Grove at 2:00pm.

Tommy LaStella day will be April 29. 

5.	REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF COMMUNICATION ITEMS
	a.	MAIL LIST OF APRIL 12, 2024 Councilwoman Amitai discussed Items 6 and 8. Item 8 has to do with a subdivision approved in 2022 and a problem between the tax assessor and the tax collector. There is confusion about who owes what taxes. The tax office does not have the correct documentation from the County. Discussion. The Borough attorney will help follow up. Councilman Cho spoke about Item 10 about how to reduce wasted food and will speak more about it in his Environmental Commission report. Councilwoman Amitai spoke about Item 12. The administrator said that Harrington Park is asking the Fire Departments of northern valley partners for help with everyday matters. The fire chief will give an opinion.
	b.	MAIL LIST OF APRIL 19, 2024 Councilwoman Latner spoke about Item 8 and said that there are many resolutions coming through from the County and that she would like Closter to pass many of them too. No one objected. The Clerk will prepare resolutions for the next meeting 

6.	ORDINANCES
	ADOPTION OF ORDINANCES
	ORDINANCE #2024-1331	CALENDAR YEAR 2024 ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL
					BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP
					BANK (N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14)

	ORDINANCE #2024-1332	ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 200
					OF THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER PURSUANT TO THE ANNUAL 							REPORT ON VARIANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER ZONING
					BOARD OF ADJUSTMENTS

	INTRODUCTION  OF ORDINANCES
	ORDINANCE # 2024-1333	ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 183 OF THE ORDINANCE OF THE 						BOROUGH OF CLOSTER TO IMPOSE PARKING RESTRICTIONS ON 						ADDITIONAL BOROUGH STREETS AND TO LIMIT PARKING IN 							CERTAIN BOROUGH-OWNED LOTS

	ORDINANCE #2024-1334	ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 170 OF THE ORDINANCE OF THE 						BOROUGH OF CLOSTER TO REGULATE PRIVATELY-OWNED SALT 						STORAGE

	ORDINANCE #2024- 1335	ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 35 OF THE ORDINANCES OF THE 						BOROUGH OF CLOSTER FOR APPLICATIONS TO BE UTILIZED ON ALL 					DEVELOPMENT WITHIN THE JURISDICTION OF THE PLANNING 						BOARD AND THE ZONING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER
	
	ORDINANCE #2024-1336	AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 174 OF 						THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER TO ESTABALISH SUMP PUMP 							REGULATIONS

	ORDINANCE #2024-1337	ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPER A301 OF THE ORDINANCES OF THE 						BOROUGH OF CLOSTER UPDATING FEES AND DEPOSITS FOR 							PLANNING BOARD AND ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

	ORDINANCE #2024-1338	AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 71 OF THE ORDINANCES OF 						THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER REGARDING LEASHING REQUIREMENTS 					FOR DOGS AND CATS

	ORDINANCE #2024-1339	AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 142 OF THE ORIDNANCES OF 						THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER

The public hearing on the two Ordinances for adoption. The administrator explained that the wording of 2024-1337 needs to be fixed but that it can still be introduced. Councilman Cho asked to pull 2024-1335 because he does not remember discussing it in the Ordinance Committee and would like to go through the proper steps. The administrator spoke about 2024-1339 and that people had noticed a number of errors relating to blocks, lots, and names in the ordinance. The errors will be fixed before adoption but it can still be introduced. Discussion. Councilman Cho pointed out that the Swim Club is not included in the Ordinance and asked that it be included. The matter will be discussed at the next Ordinance Committee meeting, which is before the next Mayor and Council meeting. Councilwoman Chung asked for clarification on 2024-1334.  

7.	INTRODUCTION OF THE 2024 MUNICIPAL BUDGET AND RELATED RESOLUTION
PUBLIC HEARING AND ADOPTION TO BE HELD ON WEDNESDAY MAY 22, 2024 @ 7:00 PM OR AS SOON THEREAFTER AS THE MATTER MAY BE HELD
*24-112	RESOLUTION – INTRODUCTION OF THE 2024 BUDGET

8.	REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS FOR REGULAR MEETING
*24-113	RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE HOLDING OF A TREE LIGHTING CEREMONY ON
		DECEMBER 8, 2024

*24-114	RESOLUTION REQUESTING APPROVAL OF ITEM OF REVENUE AND APPROPRIATION
	   UNDER N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 FOR “RECYCLING TONNAGE GRANT”


*24-115	RESOLUTION REQUESTING APPROVAL OF ITEM OF REVENUE AND APPROPRIATION
	   UNDER N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 FOR “2024 DISTRACTED DRIVING CRACKDOWN, U DRIVE,
	   U TEXT, U PAY”

*24-116	RESOLUTION AMENDING THE ORIGINAL RESOLUTION ADOPTED SEPTEMBER 11,
	   2019 AGENDA #16 “AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH ENGINEER TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL
	   PROFESSIONAL SERVICES PERTAINING TO THE PROPOSED IMPROVEMENT AND
	   SIGNALIZATION OF VERVALEN STREET AND PIERMONT ROAD, FOR AN AMOUNT
	   NOT TO EXCEED $36,700 FOR AN ADDITIONAL $1,800.00

*24-117	RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BIDDING OF ANDERSON BROOK STREAM CLEANING
		HOMANS AVE.

*24-118	RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN AMENDMENT TO THE CONTRACT WITH BOSWELL
		ENGINEERING TO PROVIDE ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR THE STORMWATER
	 	POLLUTION PREVENTION PLAN

*24-119	RESOLUTION TO GO INTO CLOSED SESSION AND EXCLUDE THE PUBLIC

9.	MINUTES
	a.	APPROVAL OF WORK SESSION AND REGULAR MEETING OF FEBRUARY 28, 2024
	b.	APPROVAL OF WORK SESSION AND REGULAR MEETING OF MARCH 13, 2024
	c.	APPROVAL OF WORK SESSION AND REGULAR MEETING OF MARCH 27, 2024

10.	COMMITTEE REPORTS
a.        	FINANCE AND TECHNOLOGY – YAMMARINO (Cho/Maroules) Committees- Finance & Technology Commission Liaison- Recreation, Fire, Food & Assistance The Board of Ethics let him know that Closter is 45% compliant. The Chair of the Board will reach out to everyone. The 2024 Budget will be presented this evening. The new Borough website was launched this week. Opening Day is Sunday. Concerning the deer issue, Marc of the Nature Center will come to the first May meeting to discuss. The Fire Department work hours and incidents are on the rise. A Boy Scout would like to do a project for the Food Assistance Board and Senior Center. The Chair of the Food Assistance Board introduced the Scout who described the project, a closet to be built in the Senior Center with shelves and a sliding door. The project would also have another component. Discussion. The Mayor and Council approved the project and thanked the Scout.  

b. 	PUBLIC SAFETY - LATNER (Chung/Amitai) Committee-Public Safety Liaison-NVRHS Board of Education & Library Board of Trustees June 16 will be the next Library book sale. A grant has been received for a water bottle filler. There are many great programs at the Library. The High School track teams are doing well. Chief is retiring next Tuesday; he will be honored at the walkout. New officers will be sworn in at a special meeting on May 8 at 6:30 at the Senior Center before the Mayor and Council meeting. Public acknowledgement was given to the officer involved in the arrest of an individual who was moving large amounts of drugs. Councilwoman Chung asked for details about ride your bike to school day. Councilwoman Latner will look into it. 

c.	PUBLIC WORKS - CHUNG (Yammarino/Maroules) Committee-Public Works Liaison-Closter Board of Education & Board of Health The public school will get their modular classrooms later this year in the courtyard. The School Board is interested in and concerned with affordable housing as it relates to the number of students. The Board of Health and Councilwoman Chung had a meeting to delineate who manages the Health Director. The Board of Health will take on this responsibility. Discussion about the day-to-day operation. Then there was a meeting with the PTO and Health Director. She wondered if other Boards and Commissions would benefit from similar procedural meetings. The PTO Spring Fair is May 4.

d.	ORDINANCES - CHO (Amitai/Latner) 	Committee-Ordinance & Legislative Commission Liaison-Environmental & Zoning The Zoning Board cases were reviewed. The turnout for the town cleanup day was great. The Environmental Commission has applied for an ANJEC grant for pollinators. Compost awareness week is coming up. The EC is working to install a compost spot at MacBain. They also want to talk to the administrator about EV chargers and about green building whenever a new Borough Hall/Police Department is in the works. Thanks to Mr. McCaffrey and his family for donating 6,000 daffodil bulbs at Buzzoni Farm. Everyone is encouraged to participate in No Mow May. Councilwoman Chung asked about a composting information post she saw. Sheilagh McCaffrey explained about the survey that is being conducted. She will email it to the Council. Councilwoman Chung suggested involving the DPW.  

e.          HUMAN RESOURCES – MAROULES (Yammarino/Latner) Committee-Personnel Liaison-Historic Preservation/Shade Tree The Historical Preservation Commission meeting was postponed. Arbor Day celebrations will take place on April 26 at 2:00 at the Grove. 

f.	LAND USE AND CONSTRUCTION - AMITAI (Chung/Cho) 	Building   Liaison-Closter Improvement, Planning Board, Senior Citizens The Building Department will meet next week. Planning Board will meet tomorrow and the Planner will speak. The Borough attorney will be asked to write an opinion. The Improvement Commission is excited about the new Code Enforcement Officer. New Welcome signs are being looked at. 

g.	MAYOR’S REPORT 	Ambulance Corps	Borough Engineer	Northern Valley Mayor’s Association The Northern Valley Mayors Association met a couple of weeks ago. The Little League Parade is this Sunday at 11:00. There is a beefsteak dinner at the Elks on May 24. The website is excellent. The Spring Fair is on May 4.

The engineer reported that right after the roads program was advertised, PSE&G alerted the Borough that all of those roads will be worked on. A planning meeting will be set up to decide the best way to move forward.

Councilwoman Chung spoke about her idea to create a welcome kit for new residents. Discussion. Maybe it could go on the Website. Some towns have an annual event for new residents. Councilwoman Amitai will discuss this at the Improvement Commission meeting.

Councilwoman Chung spoke about her meeting with a resident who moved to Closter thanks to a NYT article.

11.	OLD BUSINESS
	
12.	NEW BUSINESS Councilwoman asked that the Council pass a resolution condemning all forms of antisemitism  
	everywhere but especially on college campuses. A written resolution will be on the agenda for the next meeting.

		 	Councilwoman Maroules shared that tomorrow is bring your child to work day.

13.	OPEN MEETING FOR PUBLIC COMMENTS (5 MINUTE LIMIT)
 	Delores Witko spoke about Councilwoman Chung’s recognition. She also spoke about the possibility of having 
	the chair of the Historic Preservation Commission speak at the Senior Center and about having an informational
	display about Closter mayors.

	Brian Pfeiffer spoke about the accidents at the intersection at Demarest and Knickerbocker. He wondered 
	what could be done. Discussion. A letter will be written to the County, and the administrator and Councilwoman
 	Latner will follow up.

	Steve Isaacson (97 Columbus) shared that JFK is installing a solar farm above the parking lot. Maybe one could 
	be put in above parking spots at Closter Plaza. He voiced concern about conflicts with the Health Director being a 
	Borough employee. He liked the idea of putting utilities into the road when it is opened. He asked what is being
	amended on the ordinances and enforcements. He wondered why the Swim Club was left off the list. He asked 
	whether Recreation or Environmental is in charge of passive parks. The administrator said Environmental. Mr. 
	Isaacson asked whether Reuten could sue for being denied permission to develop and yet proposals for 
	development are being heard. He then proposed that any time open spaces are being considered for development 
	or sale it should be a referendum question.

 Joel Zelnick spoke about the shrubbery at a nearby house on Fifth Street that is for sale and that it makes visibility very difficult. The Property Maintenance Officer will look into this.
 
14.	ANY MATTER BEFORE THE GOVERNING BODY

15.	ADJOURNMENT Councilwoman Amitai moved to adjourn the Work Session and move to the Regular Meeting, 
	second Councilwoman Latner. All in favor. Work Session adjourned at 8:30 pm. 
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