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MAYOR AND COUNCIL
BOROUGH OF CLOSTER

GOVERNING BODY WORK SESSION MINUTES-WEDNESDAY, JULY 10, 2024, – 7:00 PM

Mayor Glidden opened the meeting at 7:00 pm with the Open Public Meetings announcement. THIS REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING OF THE CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL WILL BE HELD IN-PERSON, TELEPHONICALLY, and VIA ZOOM VIDEO.

You may join Zoom meeting including video by accessing the information posted in the Borough Calendar on the Borough website by visiting www.closterboro.com and clicking the link on the left sidebar for Calendars and Notice of Meetings and click on the corresponding date.
To join via Telephone Audio Only: 
TOLL FREE:  +1 646-558-8656; MEETING ID:  864 2063 3673; PASSWORD: 8675309

1.	PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
 
2.       	OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT
	This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of New Jersey, was included in the Notice of 2024 Mayor and Council Meetings which was published in The Record and The Star Ledger on December 29, 2023, was posted on the Municipal Clerk’s bulletin board and on the Borough website, and has remained posted as the required notices under the Statute.  In addition, a copy of the notice is and has been available to the public and is on file in the office of the Municipal Clerk.

3.	ROLL CALL

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mayor Glidden				Present
Councilwoman Amitai			Present
Councilman Cho			Present
Councilwoman Chung 			Present
Councilwoman Latner			Present
Councilwoman Maroules		Present
Council President Yammarino		Present
								 						 
4. 	SWEARING OF POLICE OFFICER
a.    Charles A. Cumella Jr. Police Commissioner Latner gave some background on Charles A. Cumella Jr. Mayor Glidden then swore him in as a Closter Police Officer.

5.	REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF COMMUNICATION ITEMS
	a.	MAIL LIST OF JUNE 28, 2024 Councilwoman Amitai pulled an item about the Fire Department for
	discussion, as well as Item #3 about the state health insurance.
	b.	MAIL LIST OF JULY 05, 2024 Councilwoman Amitai asked about the signs that are requested to be  posted for the Belskie Museum as part of the Arts Ramble. 

6.	INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 
   	ORDINANCE #2024-1343     	AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 170A OF THE                          CODE ENTITLED “STORMWATER CONTROL”
 	 ORDINANCE #2024-1344	AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 173-52 C (2) OF THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER 
	ORDINANCE #2024-1345	AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER AMENDING CHAPTER 103-2 OF THE BOROUGH CODE REGARDING APPEALS PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 103

The engineer discussed #2024-1343. The attorney said that it can be introduced and then sent to the Planning Board. 
7.	REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS FOR REGULAR MEETING
*24- 171    	BILLS LIST
*24- 172	RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING RELEASING TREE BONDS	
*24- 173	RESOLUTION TO ALLOW ZONING OFFICER TO ADJUDICATE PARKING DEFICIENCIES IN BUSINESS DISTRICT 3 AND 3A	
*24-174	RESOLUTION TO GO INTO CLOSED SESSION AND EXCLUDE THE PUBLIC
Item 24-173 will be pulled from the Consent Agenda for this meeting.

8.	 REPORTS
a.	BOROUGH ENGINEER The engineer updated the various ongoing projects. 
 
b.	BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR  

c.	CHIEF OF POLICE The first annual cone with a cop was a tremendous success. There has been trouble at the pedestrian crossings at Heidenberg Plaza. The lights will be replaced. The gas-line replacement project from PSE&G will be a long-term project. An officer interrupted a car napping in progress.  National Night Out will be early August

	d.	MAYOR The Mayor stated that he is sad to report the death of Rabbi Pomerantz and asked for a
moment of silence. There are two concerts left: this Friday and 7/19. The celebration usually on Labor Day is moving to September 7.  The Closter app is available on the Website. The Zoning Board approved the Village School. Groundbreaking is hoped for this fall. 


9.	OLD BUSINESS

10.	NEW BUSINESS Councilwoman Chung brought up a resident’s comment that the traffic light on Ruckman and 
Piermont was blinking all four yellow one night. She asked the Chief to look into that. Also, a resident was pulled over on the Palisades Parkway because he was towing a trailer with jet skis. She asked for clarification. She will reach out to the Palisades Interstate Commission.  

11.	OPEN MEETING FOR PUBLIC COMMENTS (5 MINUTE LIMIT)

	 Steve Cruz asked about people who come and knock on his door. He put in a Ring camera and called the Police. 
	People also ring the doorbell and run away. He said people are walking around his property and then ask if he 
wants to sell his house. He said that the no-knock registry should be updated. The Chief said that soliciting is not a criminal act. He also said that there will never be a time when no people knock on residents’ door. 
	
Steve Isaacson (97 Columbus) asked, if Red and Tan goes out of business, has anyone looked into other buses to come into Closter? He also asked whether natural gas will be shut off during the PSE&G work and will residents be notified? Re: Ordinance #24-1344: Why was section F about ambulance services in that ordinance? He said that it should be deleted. He was glad that the resolution allowing the Zoning Officer to grant variances was taken off the agenda. Discussion. He also said that he listened to the tape from 12/13 when everyone was sort of criticizing the public and said that he’d never forget how they made him feel. He then asked why there is a traffic counter on Blanch Avenue. The administrator said that it was not done by the Borough and that the Chief had been instructed to take care of it. Me. Isaacson said that it was being done by Sam Schwartz; he said this suggested that things were happening with the Swim Club property. He also asked when the farmhouse would be fixed up.

Leslie Brunell (2 Taylor Drive) said that the Village School application was done in less than 3 hours. She said that all of the definitions in the Stormwater Management Ordinance have to do with hardscape; none are green infrastructure. The engineer said that it is the DEP Ordinance. Ms. Brunell suggested modifying it to include green infrastructure or delete the other definitions. The attorney said that this is a state-mandated ordinance. Discussion. She will send a few definitions to the Mayor and Council. She thanked them for pulling 24-173.

Daphne said she felt 24-173 was incredibly bizarre. She didn’t understand why the action proposed therein would have been entertained. She asked how someone is given permission to do a traffic study on Blanch. The administrator stated that this person was not granted permission and that something was in the roadway that could be a hazard. Daphne said it seemed strange to do a traffic study when the traffic would be slow. She also said that she could not hear what people were saying and that the setup needed to be improved. The situation will be looked into.

The resident from 317 Knickerbocker asked whether the person doing the traffic study could be asked why it is being done. The Mayor said that he would like to know as well.

12.	ADJOURNMENT Councilwoman Latner moved to adjourn the Work Session and move to the Regular  Meeting, second Councilman Yammarino. All in favor. The meeting was adjourned at 7:55 pm.
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