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MAYOR AND COUNCIL
BOROUGH OF CLOSTER
 
WORK SESSION MINUTES – WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 10, 2024 @7:00 P.M.

Mayor Glidden opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with the following announcements: THIS REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING OF THE CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL WILL BE HELD IN-PERSON, TELEPHONICALLY and VIA ZOOM VIDEO. You may join Zoom meeting including video by accessing the information posted in the Borough Calendar on the Borough website by visiting www.closterboro.com and clicking the link on the left sidebar for Calendars and Notice of Meetings and click on the corresponding date. To join via Telephone Audio Only: 

	TOLL FREE:  +1 646-558-8656; MEETING ID:  864 2063 3673; PASSWORD: 8675309
1.	PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

2.	PROVISIONS OF OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT
	This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of New Jersey, was included in the Notice of 2024 Mayor and Council Meetings which was published in The Record on December 29, 2023 and The Star Ledger on December 29, 2023, was posted on the Municipal Clerk’s bulletin board and on the Borough website, and has remained posted as the required notices under the Statute.  In addition, a copy of the notice is and has been available to the public and is on file in the office of the Municipal Clerk.

3.	AMINISTRATION OF OATHS OF OFFICE
	Mayor Glidden swore in the Chief of the Fire Department, Nicolas Varni, and then swore in:
	Joseph Spina – Assistant Chief
	Matthew Daly – Captain
	Robert Russenberger – 1st Lieutenant
	Ryan Ledermann – 2nd Lieutenant
	Anthony Padilla – 3rd Lieutenant 

4.	ROLL CALL
[bookmark: _Hlk156923904]	Councilwoman Amitai-present		Councilwoman Latner-present
	Councilman Cho-present		Councilwoman Maroules-present
	Councilwoman Chung-present		Councilman Yammarino-present
				
5.	LIBRARY PRESENTATION
	Members of the Bergen County system BCCLS spoke about the program and the vast number of items that
Closter has access to because it is part of the system. Also discussed were ways that being a member of  BCCLS saves the Closter Library money. A question-and-answer session followed. 


6.	REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF MAIL LISTS
a. MAIL LIST OF JANUARY 5. 2024 Councilman Cho asked about the expiration date for Krista 
Davida on the Zoning Board. Mayor Glidden said that PSE&G was looking at a substantial rate increase.
	
7.	ORDINANCES
	INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCE
	Ordinance No. #2024-1330	BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION OF $540,000 					FOR VARIOUS ROAD IMPROVEMENTS FOR AND BY THE 						BOROUGH OF CLOSTER IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW 						JERSEY AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $486,000 BONDS 					OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH FOR FINANCING PART OF THE 						APPROPRIATION

Councilman Yammarino moved to introduce the Ordinance, second Councilwoman Latner.
	Councilwoman Amitai-yes		Councilwoman Latner-yes
		Councilman Cho-yes			Councilwoman Maroules-yes
		Councilwoman Chung-yes		Councilman Yammarino-yes
		Carried. 

8.	REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS
*24-45  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CONSUMPTION OF WINE DURING CERTAIN MONTHLY OPENING RECEPTIONS HELD AT THE BELSKIE MUSEUM OF ART AND  SCIENCE FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR 2024 PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 67
	OF THE CLOSTER CODE

*24-46	RESOLUTION ENTERING INTO A SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH THE
	COUNTY OF BERGEN FOR THE PROVISION OF LIMITED TREE REMOVAL SERVICES
	JANUARY 3, 2024 – JANUARY 2, 2029

*24-47	RESOLUTION REGARDING PROFESSIONAL SERVICES APPOINTMENT AS HEALTH OFFICER AND REGISTERED ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SPECIALIST

*24-48	RESOLUTION TO GO INTO CLOSED SESSION AND EXCLUDE THE PUBLIC 

No items were requested to be pulled, but Councilwoman Amitai asked about the Environmental Health Specialist in 24-47. Discussion.


		9.	APPROVING APPLICATION AS NEW MEMBER OF FIRE DEPARTMENT
			a.	Eric Slutsky		(Adult Member)
				Approved by motion Councilwoman Latner, second by Councilwoman Chung
				All in favor
							
		10.	REPORTS
a. BOROUGH ENGINEER The report was submitted. The engineer reported that no movement has 	
Been seen on the Vervalen road improvement, but he suggested that the Borough prepare so that 
when the County is ready the Borough is too. The comments for the Swim Club are being worked 
on. The Colgate stream cleaning and Meadow Lane projects are complete. The Ruckman Road project is underway. The storm system mapping is underway. Councilwoman Amitai asked about the timeline for Hickory and Bradley. The engineer said that this project has not been funded by the Borough. The engineer said that based on what he saw today he feels it should move up  in the priority.
 
b. BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR A brand new website has been contracted for. He spoke about some of the information sharing aspects of the new website. Discussion about the website The mandatory insurance procedures are moving forward. Tomorrow there is mandatory training for the full-time staff so the Borough Hall will be closed for a part of the day.  The budget work is beginning. 

c. CHIEF OF POLICE The yearly report will be ready on January 24. The Chief spoke about ongoing projects. He welcomed Councilwoman Amitai to the Public Safety Committee. Discussion about the storm and flooding.

d. MAYOR Several boards and commissions have openings for members. He thanked all of the
volunteers, especially the Library Board. The Mayor appointed Larry Reines to the Planning Board. He said that a proposal was received from the Northern NJ Chamber of Commerce that the Borough pay for the Chamber of Commerce rather than the businesses. Councilwoman Maroules will review the proposal and report back. A meeting of the Bergen County League of Municipalities was held yesterday with a report from the Regional Community Chest. The topic was about the epidemic of loneliness. The presenter would be happy to make a presentation (perhaps to the Library, Seniors, or Health Department). Information will be distributed.   


11.	OLD BUSINESS Councilwoman Chung suggested holding a joint board meeting. It will be held March 2 
	10:00 a.m.  

12.	NEW BUSINESS Councilwoman Chung asked the attorney for a brief description of the changes
	pertaining to Affordable Housing. Discussion. The changes do not seem positive and will most likely result 	in unfunded mandates. It is temporarily on hold. 	

13.	OPEN MEETING FOR PUBLIC (5 minute limit) The meeting was opened to the public. 
	Joe Bianco (7 MacArthur Avenue) said that he read the Affordable Housing proposal and spoke about his experience with early affordable housing. He told the committee to keep up the good work and get through this. He said they have been doing a great job and offered to help.

	Steve Isaacson (97 Columbus Avenue) stated that the Mayor had pledged to never develop MacBain Farm and asked what the Borough was going to do. He suggested designating it as a Borough Park. He asked what the purpose of the Farm Committee is. The Mayor outlined the purpose. The Mayor said that the contract would be negotiated by the Borough attorney. It will be approved at a public meeting. The contract will be attached to the resolution and available for view before the vote. The Committee will be given an opportunity to comment on the contract.

14.	ANY OTHER MATTER WHICH MAY PROPERLY COME BEFORE THE GOVERNING BODY

15.	ADJOURNMENT Councilwoman Latner moved to adjourn the Work Session and move to the Regular
	Meeting. All in favor. Work Session adjourned at 8:03 p.m.
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