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MAYOR AND COUNCIL
BOROUGH OF CLOSTER
 
WORK SESSION MINUTES – WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2024-7:00 P.M.

Mayor Glidden opened the meeting at 7:00 pm with the open public meeting announcements: THIS REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING OF THE CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL WILL BE HELD IN-PERSON, TELEPHONICALLY and VIA ZOOM VIDEO. You may join Zoom meeting including video by accessing the information posted in the Borough Calendar on the Borough website by visiting www.closterboro.com and clicking the link on the left sidebar for Calendars and Notice of Meetings and click on the corresponding date. To join via Telephone Audio Only: 

	TOLL FREE:  +1 646-558-8656; MEETING ID:  864 2063 3673; PASSWORD: 8675309

	PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
	PROVISIONS OF OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT

	This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of New Jersey, was included in the Notice of 2024 Mayor and Council Meetings which was published in The Record and The Star Ledger on December 29, 2023, was posted on the Municipal Clerk’s bulletin board and on the Borough website, and has remained posted as the required notices under the Statute.  In addition, a copy of the notice is and has been available to the public and is on file in the office of the Municipal Clerk.

1.	ROLL CALL
[bookmark: _Hlk156923904]		Councilwoman Amitai-present		Councilwoman Latner-present
		Councilman Cho-present		Councilwoman Maroules-present
		Councilwoman Chung-present		Councilman Yammarino-present

	The Mayor wished everyone a happy Valentine’s Day.

2.	REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF MAIL LISTS
a. MAIL LIST OF JANUARY 26, 2024 no comments

b. MAIL LIST OF FEBRUARY 2, 2024 Councilman Yammarino commented on Item #4. 

c. MAIL LIST OF FEBRUARY 9, 2024 Councilwoman Latner made a comment about Item #10 and asked whether screens for hybrid meetings were possible. The response from the administrator and IT director was that this is in the works and that Dr. Barad’s email helped with specifics.
	
3.	APPOINTMENTS The Mayor announced the following appointments:
	ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
	Office			Incumbent		Recommendation		Term		Expires
	Alternate #1		OPEN			Conway Wong		             2 Yrs		12/31/25
	Alternate #2		OPEN			Shelagh McCaffrey	      2 Yrs Unexpired	12/31/24

	SHADE TREE COMMISSION
	Office			Incumbent		Recommendation		Term		Expires
	Alternate #2		OPEN			Thomas McCaffrey		4 Yrs		12/31/27

4.	REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEM
*24-58  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CLOSTER RECREATION COMMISSION FOR
	CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES DURING CLOSTER COACHES 
	ASSOCIATION BARBECUE AND SOFTBALL GAME, AND TO HOST OTHER EVENTS

*24-59	TRANSFER RESOLUTION NO.1 AUTHORIZING THE TRANSFER OF 2023 BUDGET
	APPROPRIATIONS

*24-60	RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING BOSWELL ENGINEERING TO PROVIDE ENGINEERING
	SERVICES FOR THE 2024 LOCAL AID GRANT AND BOROUGH PAVING PROGRAM

*24-61	RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PLACEMENT OF A CRESCENT LIGHT STAND
	IN FRONT OF BOROUGH HALL FROM MARCH 10TH TO APRIL 12th, 2024

*24-62	REFUND OF REAL ESTATE TAX OVERPAYMENT

*24-63	RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BIDDING OF CONSTRUCTION OF TWO POLE 
	BARN BUILDINGS TO BE LOCATED AT THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS,
	130 RUCKMAN RD., CLOSTER, NJ-DMR ARCHITECTS, P.C.

*24-64	BILL LIST

*24-65	RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER, COUNTY OF BERGEN, OPPOSING
	ASSEMBLY BILL NO.4/SENATE BILL NO. 50, WHICH PROPOSES TO OVERHALL THE 
	FAIR HOUSING ACT (“FHA”) IN A WAY THAT IMPOSES UNREALISTIC OBLIGATIONS WITH UNREALISTIC DEADLINES BASED UPON ONEROUS STANDARDS

*24-66 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE APPLICATION TO THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS (NJDCA) FOR THE LOCAL RECREATION IMPROVEMENT GRANT FY 2024

*24-67	CLOSED SESSION

No Resolutions were pulled.. Councilman Cho asked for specifics about the pole barn and possible locations for the Police Station. Councilwoman Amitai asked about 24-61. Discussion about the decision not to have public gatherings on the Borough Hall lawn but that this does not extend to having displays. The Mayor said that he feels it is a delight to celebrate religious festivals with displays. Councilwoman Amitai stated that the pole barn has been in process for a long time. 

5.	MINUTES 
	a.	APPROVAL OF SPECIAL MEETING OF NOVEMBER 9, 2023
	b.	APPROVAL OF REGULAR MEETING OF NOVEMBER 20, 2023
	c.	APPROVAL OF REGULAR MEETING OF DECEMBER 13, 2023

	Councilwoman Latner moved to approve minutes a, b, and c, second Councilwoman Chung. All in favor. Councilwoman Maroules and Councilman Cho did not have a vote. Carried.

	d.	APPROVAL OF SINE DIE MEETING OF JANUARY 3, 2024
	e.	APPROVAL OF REORGANIZATION MEETING OF JANUARY 3, 2024
	f.	APPROVAL OF WORK SESSION AND REGULAR MEETING OF JANUARY 10, 2024

Councilwoman Latner moved to approve, second Councilman Yammarino. All in favor. Carried.

		6.	REPORTS
a. BOROUGH ENGINEER - The intersection of Vervalen and Piermont is still in the County hands, 
but there is a concern that once the County says go, if the Borough does not have the property necessary to widen the road, the opportunity will be missed and the County will go on to the next project. Discussion. The Swim Club project should go out for bid later this year. Decisions should be made before then. Stream cleaning: Anderson Brook is finished; the Dwarskill tributary is having problems and the project is underway. Piermont and Homans has not been addressed. 2023 Road program is underway. The Survey of the storm sewer system should be completed during the second quarter. The 2024 roads project is on the agenda tonight for authorization. The stream survey work was authorized in December and is in the works. A resident requested a portion of Oak Street be paved. That part of town will be addressed next year.


b. BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR - He and the Mayor met with a Birch Street resident to resolve a groundwater issue. Veolia will be working on the situation. Pole Barns: The specs have been sent to the comptroller and then the attorney to address some small language issues. Then they will go back to the comptroller. They should go out for bid within the next month. Tax collection time ended Monday. 

Councilwoman Chung spoke about a resident request about paving near Lupardi’s. She asked that the DPW take a look at it. 

c. CHIEF OF POLICE – NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER 2023 REPORTS The Police Chief submitted reports for both months. He also made mention of the Public Safety Committee and shared that the deadline for hiring applications is March 15. Councilwoman Amitai asked about the tree lighting and said that she wanted a part two of the celebration with a Dickens and needs to know as soon as possible whether the Police will be able to provide assistance. The chief will ask the assistant chief as soon as possible.

d.	MAYOR - The state passed the affordable housing act, and it has him concerned. Also, March 2 is  the joint meeting of Mayor and Council, Planning Board, and Zoning Board at 10:00. He asked everyone to please be there. Breakfast will be served. There is a networking event at Fantastic Food and Flavors on March 16 5-7. Mayor and Council is invited.

7.	OLD BUSINESS   Councilwoman Latner reminded everyone that Freaky Friday will be performed at  NVD March 1-3 and that the Library book sale is coming up soon.

The attorney stated that he needs to send the Village School papers to a new attorney and that he expects to hear back from Mr. Goetz about the MacBain agreement soon.

8.	NEW BUSINESS none	

9.	OPEN MEETING FOR PUBLIC (5 minute limit) A resident stated that the tax assessor left early and explained an issue he was having with his property taxes. The Mayor asked the administrator to speak with Angela Mattiace and find a better approach. Discussion. The idea of having a discussion at the Senior Center was revisited. 

	Shelagh McCaffrey (70 Anderson Ave) asked about the possibility of Borough Representation on the farm committee. The Mayor said that the farm committee is set for now.

	Steve Isaacson (97 Columbus) asked whether the Open Space grant for the walking path is a matching grant. The administrator said that he believes that the item on the agenda is a state program and that he was told that the maximum they could get from the grant is $100,000 and that the estimate for the walking path is 300,000 or more. Mr. Isaacson also asked about the McCaffrey’s offer to plant daffodils at Buzzoni. The administrator and Mayor said that they hadn’t heard this before. The administrator said that he would speak to the Environmental Commission and to John McCaffrey. Councilman Cho said that this was discussed at the Environmental Commission and that the chair wanted to speak with Ms. Rege, who is out of the country. Mr. Isaacson asked whether the administrator believed that there would be an additional line item on the budget for the pole barn, and the administrator said yes. Mr. Isaacson asked whether they were aware of what was happening with Ken’s Tree Care and whether the arrangement with the Borough transferable or for sale. He said that he thought this was an opportunity to renegotiate the contract. The administrator said that the attorney is looking into this. 

10.	ANY OTHER MATTER WHICH MAY PROPERLY COME BEFORE THE GOVERNING BODY

11.	ADJOURNMENT Councilwoman Latner moved to adjourn the Work Session and go into the 
Regular Meeting, second Councilwoman Chung. All in favor. Meeting adjourned 7:45 pm. 
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