

CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL
WORK SESSION MINUTES  – WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2024 – 7:00 P.M.
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MAYOR AND COUNCIL
BOROUGH OF CLOSTER

WORK SESSION MINUTES-WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2024 – 7:00 PM

Mayor Glidden opened the meeting at 7:00 pm with the Open Public Meeting announcement: THIS REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING OF THE CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL WILL BE HELD IN-PERSON, TELEPHONICALLY, and VIA ZOOM VIDEO. You may join Zoom meeting including video by accessing the information posted in the Borough Calendar on the Borough website by visiting www.closterboro.com and clicking the link on the left sidebar for Calendars and Notice of Meetings and click on the corresponding date.
To join via Telephone Audio Only: TOLL FREE:  +1 646-558-8656; MEETING ID:  864 2063 3673; PASSWORD: 8675309

1.	PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
 
2.	OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT
	This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of New Jersey, was included in the Notice of 2024 Mayor and Council Meetings which was published in The Record and The Star Ledger on December 29, 2023, was posted on the Municipal Clerk’s bulletin board and on the Borough website, and has remained posted as the required notices under the Statute.  In addition, a copy of the notice is and has been available to the public and is on file in the office of the Municipal Clerk.

[bookmark: _Hlk162178549]3.	ROLL CALL
		Councilwoman Amitai-not present		Councilwoman Latner-present
		Councilman Cho-present			Councilwoman Maroules-present
		Councilwoman Chung present			Councilman Yammarino-present

4.	PRESENTATION GIRL SCOUT TROOP #97788
Girl Scout Troop #97788 received recognition for their Holiday Bags of Cheer and Teddy Bear Love projects.
The Fifth grade Scouts read their  presentations before each Scout was presented with their certificate of appreciation by the Mayor. The mother/leaders were also presented with certificates of appreciation for their service. 

The Boy Scouts were welcomed. They attended the meeting as part of their “Citizenship in the Community” activity.  The Mayor offered any help he could give and thanked Dr. Baron for organizing the visit.

5.	REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF COMMUNICATION ITEMS
a. MAIL LIST OF FEBRUARY 16, 2024 Councilman Yammarino asked about Item #11. No one had an issue with Acton Academy holding their fundraiser. The administrator will communicate with them.
b. MAIL LIST OF FEBRUARY 23, 2024 The Mayor spoke about a request that arrived quite late for Jewish and Greek groups to use Memorial Field for an event on March 25. The Mayor has spoken to the Recreation Director. No resolution is required. 
	
6.	REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS FOR REGULAR MEETING
24-68	RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE THE MUTUAL AID AND
	ASSISTANCE AGREEMENT BETWEEN BOROUGH OF CLOSTER AND SPARKILL-
	PALISADES FIRE DISTRICT, NEW YORK


24-69	RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SEWER CONNECTION FOR ALPINE RESIDENT, 
	379 ANDERSON AVE., ALPINE, NJ IN ACCORDANCE WITH CLOSTER-ALPINE SEWER AGREEMENT

24-70	RESOLUTION APPROVING CLOSTER ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION ‘S TOWN WIDE CLEAN UP DAY SATURDAY, APRIL 6, 2024 (RAIN DATE SUNDAY, APRIL 7, 2024)

24-71	RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING LENGTH OF SERVICE AWARD PROGRAM (LOSAP) CONTRIBUTION ON BEHALF OF THE CLOSTER VOLUNTEER AMBULANCE & RESCUE CORPS

24-72	RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING LENGTH OF SERVICE AWARD PROGRAM (LOSAP) CONTRIBUTION ON BEHALF OF THE CLOSTER FIRE DEPARTMENT

24-73	RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE HIRING OF PART-TIME PROPERTY MAINTENANCE OFFICER

24-74	RESOLUTION TO GO INTO CLOSED SESSION AND EXCLUDE THE PUBLIC

Councilwoman Maroules asked for details on 24-73. It was explained that this position previously existed, but currently is now being filled. 

7.	MINUTES
a. APPROVAL OF WORK SESSION AND REGULAR MEETING OF JANUARY 24, 2024. Councilwoman Latner moved to approve the minutes, second Councilwoman Maroules. All in favor. Carried. 

8.	HAWKERS & PEDDLERS LICENSE
a. LANDMARK TRADING USA, INC. – CLOTHING – PERMIT 24-02 Councilman Yammarino moved to approve, second Councilwoman Latner. All in favor. Carried. 

9.	COMMITTEE REPORTS
a.        	FINANCE AND TECHNOLOGY – YAMMARINO (Cho/Maroules)
	Committees- Finance & Technology     Commission Liaison- Recreation, Fire, Food & Assistance.  Finance: 2024 budget work has begun. The town hall meeting on property assessments and taxes is Scheduled for 7:00 pm March 4 at the Closter Senior Center. The Technology group met; a mew website is being constructed.  A smartboard may be purchased, with a grant for the Land Use Boards.  Pickleball courts and playgrounds are mostly complete. A beefsteak dinner on May 24th sponsored by the coaches will recognize outstanding emergency personnel. A recent CPR course was sponsored by Recreation, and had 25 attendees. Several residents have been purchasing benches at Schauble Park and dedicating them. Fire Department had 34 incidents in January. Personnel hours 163. An aspiring Eagle Scout is building a closet in the Senior Center and putting up shelves for the Food Assistance	 Board. More will be reported at a future meeting. The Food Assistance Board expressed appreciation to Maria Passafaro and Leslie Weatherly for their assistance. There is an Easter food drive; people can use
	an Amazon link or drop off gift cards.
 b. 	PUBLIC SAFETY - LATNER (Chung/Amitai)
	Committee-Public Safety     Liaison-NVRHS Board of Education & Library Board 	Library: A library staffer, Ms. DeLeon, was nominated by the County for her service as part of 	Black History month. The Library shared their appreciation for the Mayor and Councilwoman
	Amitai for leading the Groundhog Day Ceremony.   The spring book sale will be March 16. 
	The students and groups at NVRHS have been honored for achievement. Freaky Friday will run 	March 1-3. Tomorrow night is a free Senior performance.  

c.	PUBLIC WORKS - CHUNG (Yammarino/Maroules) 
	Committee-Public Works     Liaison-Closter Board of Education & Board of Health 
	The DPW did A great job with the last major storm. The DPW meeting is next week. Hillside 	School enrollment is 625. Tenakill School is at 570. The Lunar celebration was last week. The 	Boston trip has 122 students signed up. The science Olympiad team placed first and now goes on 	to regionals at NJIT. The fundraiser this year is April 6, Gatsby themed. The Board has many 	questions about affordable housing and the progress at the Village School. There is a joint school 
	
	Board/Council meeting coming up, regarding a School Resource Officer.  

Mayor wanted to remind everyone that the Town Wide Cleanup is scheduled for April 6th from 10:00am to 2:00pm. The Mayor said that he hoped the Scouts could participate.

d.	ORDINANCES - CHO (Amitai/Latner)
	Committee-Ordinance & Legislative	Commission Liaison-Environmental & Zoning 
	The Ordinance Committee met with the Recreation Director concerning the pickleball court. An 	application for Reuten Park at the Zoning Board was denied. It seems that a lawsuit is likely. 	There is a plan to plant about 1500 daffodils in 8 different locations. A discussion continued	about the issues for the application at Reuten Park. 

e.          HUMAN RESOURCES – MAROULES (Yammarino/Latner)
	Committee-Personnel	Liaison- Historic Preservation/Shade Tree 
	The Shade Tree Commission is preparing for April 26 Arbor Day. There is a required training with the NJ Forest Service. Historic Preservation was postponed until next month.

f.	LAND USE AND CONSTRUCTION - AMITAI (Chung/Cho) No report. 
	Building   Liaison-Closter Improvement, Planning Board, Senior Citizens

g.	MAYOR’S REPORT
	Ambulance Corps	Borough Engineer	Northern Valley   Mayor’s Association 
	The Land Use Board meeting is this Saturday at 10:00 am until noon. Breakfast will be served. 	The Town Hall meetings to discuss the way appraisals are done; it is not to plea a specific case.

10.	OLD BUSINESS  
		The Bergen County League of Municipalities had an attorney speak about affordable 	housing legislation. This will pose a very difficult situation for Closter and other towns.  This 	will be the 4th round of affordable housing legislation. Our settlement for the 3rd round was 	Village School.	 The 4th round will span from 2025 to 2035 with Closter coming up with another 	site with 1,229 units.  Councilwoman Chung asked the attorney about the accessible 	dwelling unit proposed legislation.

	The administrator spoke about the conducting a voice vote on the Engineer’s addendum for the 	installation of a traffic light for Vervalen/Piermont traffic work. 	The Engineer also would like 	the 2024 Road Program to be on the next agenda.

	Mr. Bailey wanted to do an update regarding the contract for the MacBain Farm has been 	forwarded to Mr. McCaffrey’s attorney. No response has been received.

	Mr. Bailey updated everyone regarding a meeting held for the Village School. The Borough 	attorney is pressing the developer to get their application in before the Zoning Board. 

	The Mayor stated that he has received calls about several properties that are not currently used, 	including Trautwein Farm. He asked whether there were ordinances allowing for fines for 	projects that are not being moved along. Mr. Bailey stated there are not, but property 	maintenance or code violations could be addressed.

11.	NEW BUSINESS
		Councilwoman Maroules said that she has done research about the stipend and that the residents 	who wanted it to go to referendum have followed up. The attorney gave a background on the 	process. He spoke about the cost of a special election. No one objected to the attorney looking 	into what it would mean to add this as a question on the November ballot. 

	 	Councilwoman Latner brought up the resident request for a speed sign. The request has 
		been forwarded to the Police and Borough Clerk. Research will be done and reported. 			 

 	
12.	OPEN MEETING FOR PUBLIC COMMENTS (5 MINUTE LIMIT)
	Steve Isaacson (97 Columbus Avenue) reminded everyone about March 10 time change. He asked 	whether the Land Use meeting is open to the public (it is). He also asked about the agreement with Ken’s 	Tree Care and was told that the attorney is looking into it. He asked about the tonnage of leaves 	processed with Ken’s Tree Care and was told that there is a DEP limit. He also reminded the Mayor that 	he said that while he is alive there would not be development at MacBain. Mr. Isaacson asked what is 	being done. He asked if that is what the Mayor said. The Mayor confirmed that it was. 

Chris Nowell from Fort Lee said that he is trying to get dangerous conditions addressed on roads. He is working with Complete Streets. He asked whether Closter has a Complete Streets policy and if not is one planned? If it is has it been updated since 2019?  He also spoke about traffic-calming measures on Closter Dock Road (a County Road). Would Closter support a Complete Streets County-wide policy? The Mayor asked him to send information and said that this is the first time he is hearing about it. The engineer said that Closter does not have one.

Patrick from Woodridge is working with Chris Nowell. He asked whether there was interest in making the streets
safer. The Mayor said that of course the Mayor and Council wanted safer streets. No one on the Council is familiar with Complete Streets. 

Steve Isaacson said that he thought that COAH was originally a court-mandated matter and that now it is going to state legislature. He asked whether it was going to be a state law. The attorney explained.  

 13.	ANY MATTER BEFORE THE GOVERNING BODY

14.	ADJOURNMENT Councilwoman Latner moved to adjourn the Work Session and moved to the Regular  Meeting, second Councilwoman Chung. All in favor. The Regular Meeting was adjourned at 8:10 pm.
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