

CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL
WORK SESSION MINUTES  – WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24, 2024 – 7:00 P.M.
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MAYOR AND COUNCIL
BOROUGH OF CLOSTER

WORK SESSION MINUTES-WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24, 2024 – 7:00 PM

Mayor Glidden opened the meeting at 7:00 pm with the following announcement: THIS REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING OF THE CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL WILL BE HELD IN-PERSON, TELEPHONICALLY, and VIA ZOOM VIDEO.

You may join Zoom meeting including video by accessing the information posted in the Borough Calendar on the Borough website by visiting www.closterboro.com and clicking the link on the left sidebar for Calendars and Notice of Meetings and click on the corresponding date. To join via Telephone Audio Only: 
TOLL FREE:  +1 646-558-8656; MEETING ID:  864 2063 3673; PASSWORD: 8675309

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
 
OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT
	This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of New Jersey, was included in the Notice of 2024 Mayor and Council Meetings which was published in The Record and The Star Ledger on December 29, 2023, was posted on the Municipal Clerk’s bulletin board and on the Borough website, and has remained posted as the required notices under the Statute.  In addition, a copy of the notice is and has been available to the public and is on file in the office of the Municipal Clerk.

ROLL CALL

[bookmark: _Hlk156993590]		Councilwoman Amitai-not present		Councilwoman Latner-present
			Councilman Cho-present			Councilwoman Maroules-present
			Councilwoman Chung present			Councilman Yammarino-present
							 						
Mayor Glidden presented Leslie Brunell with a proclamation in honor of her selfless acts of kindness when her neighbor was injured. The Mayor read the proclamation. The Police and Ambulance personnel were thanked. The neighbor’s son was present to thank Ms. Brunnell as well.

PRESENTATION 
	NATURE CENTER Joel Rudin (President) presented an update at the Closter Nature Center. He spoke about strategic planning for the future. He spoke about new hires and plans for updates for the log cabin at the Nature Center. The Mayor offered to speak with the Board about possible grant sources. Discussion about specific upgrades necessary. 

	ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION Paul Yarin (Chair) requested that the Mayor and Council support a resolution that the Environmental Commission apply for a grant for Community Energy Planning. Discussion. The Mayor and Council agreed to memorialize this action at tonight’s regular meeting.

REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF COMMUNICATION ITEMS
a. MAIL LIST OF JANUARY 12, 2024 The administrator spoke about Item #4. A group had wanted to hold a Ramadan event on the Borough Hall lawn. The administrator let them know that the lawn was no longer available for events but that they could use a recreational field. They would like to display something on the lawn afterward. Plans are underway. A resolution will be brought to the next meeting. Also, the Board of Education requested field use. The administrator redirected them to the Recreation Commission. The IT director apologized to Zoom users for any difficulty because the phone system just went down.

b.	MAIL LIST OF JANUARY 19, 2024 Councilwoman Chung spoke about Item #8. 
The email related to the cold weather and resulting ice. Discussion of what such a service would cost the Borough. She also stated that Borough professionals did survey the site at the time. The Councilwoman will send the list of costs to the Finance Committee to assess whether the Borough wants to explore further. 
	
AMENDING TEMPORARY BUDGET APPROPRIATIONS FOR 2024
	*24-49	RESOLUTION AMENDING TEMPORARY BUDGET APPROPRIATIONS FOR 2024

ORDINANCES
ADOPTION OF ORDINANCES
Ordinance No. 2024-1330	BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION OF 							$540,000 FOR VARIOUS ROAD IMPROVEMENTS FOR AND BY 						THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW 					JERSEY AND, AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $486,000 BONDS 					OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH FOR FINANCING PART OF THE 						APPROPRIATION

REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS FOR REGULAR MEETING
24-50	RESOLUTION REGARDING PROFESSIONAL SERVICES APPOINTMENT-PUBLIC DEFENDER

24-51	RESOLUTION FOR APPROVAL TO SUBMIT SPOTTED LANTERFLY PROGRAM-2024
	THROUGH 2026 CHEMICAL CONTROL TREATMENT GRANT APPLICATION STATE OF
	NEW JERSEY, DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, DIVISION OF PLANT INDUSTRY

24-52	RESOLUTION CHANGE IN CUSTODIAN OF PETTY CASH FUND

24-53	RESOLUTION CHANGE IN CUSTODIAN OF PETTY CASH FUND	

24-54	RESOLUTION TO REFUND TAX OVERPAYMENT

24-55	RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING BOSWELL ENGINEERING TO PROVIDE PROFESSIONAL
	LAND SURVEYING SERVICES FOR THE HICKORY LANE STREAM RESTORATION

24-56	CLOSED SESSION

APPROVING APPLICATION AS NEW MEMBER OF FIRE DEPARTMENT
	a.	VINCENT GASPARI	(NEW REGULAR MEMBER)

HAWKER-PEDDLERS APPLICATION
	a.	AMA CATERING-Food Truck-Permit #24-01

COMMITTEE REPORTS
a.        	FINANCE AND TECHNOLOGY – YAMMARINO (Cho/Maroules)
	Committees- Finance & Technology Commission Liaison- Recreation, Fire, Food & Assistance 
	Budget work is underway. He gave an update on the cost of a bucket truck and the savings over paying 	for people to do the tree work. There is a group starting a chamber of commerce type organization for 	more local towns. RE BCCLS: one concern he had was that some towns using BCCLS did not have 	libraries. Others shared that everyone most likely pays dues. The Technology Committee will meet soon. 	Recreation Commission: There are many people utilizing winter sports. The issue of deer at the fields: 	solutions need to be sought. Discussion.  Outside     professionals are utilizing the tennis and baseball 	facilities for lessons, and this needs to be looked into. The Commission is looking into grants for 	accessible playgrounds. Councilwoman Chung said that Norwood obtained one. A CPR workshop will be 	held on February 25th. 
	
 b. 	PUBLIC SAFETY - LATNER (Chung/Amitai)
	Committee-Public Safety     Liaison-NVRHS Board of Education & Library Board of Trustees
	Work is underway to prepare for the Police Chief’s retirement. For the Library, a grant application has
been submitted to Veolia Water. One tree stump still needs to be removed. Winter programs are  underway. A Pokémon clinic will begin soon led by Councilwoman Chung’s son. Museum passes are available. The book sale will be on March 16. Athletic teams and personnel have been honored. DECA is doing well at the High School. The NVD musical (3/1-3) will be Freaky Friday. The Senior Citizen free show will be 2/29.

c.	PUBLIC WORKS - CHUNG (Yammarino/Maroules) 
	Committee-Public Works     Liaison-Closter Board of Education & Board of Health
	The two playgrounds will be up and running when the weather is warm. Re the request from Demarest 
	about assistance with sewer cleaning. It was discussed and decided that it would be too taxing for the 
	DPW. The DPW and Shade Tree Commission have been discussing how best to work together and for the 
	residents. Board of Ed has moved the meetings to Tuesday so she can attend. New members were sworn
	in. New members were also appointed to the Board of Health.
 
d.	ORDINANCES – CHO (Amitai/Latner)
	Committee-Ordinance & Legislative	Commission Liaison-Environmental & Zoning
	The Ordinance Committee will meet the first meeting of every month. For February, the Recreation 
	Director will attend to discuss issues. Underground electric and escrow deposit schedule will be 
	discussed. The Zoning Board had their reorganization and one pool application. He thanked Chair Yarin 
	for his passion for the Environmental Commission.  

e.          HUMAN RESOURCES – MAROULES (Yammarino/Latner)
	Committee-Personnel	Liaison- Historic Preservation/Shade Tree
The Chamber of Commerce proposal looks pretty good, aside from the larger ($5,000) dues. She stated  that her business group will sponsor the first year. She was unaware of the new group in the works. No one objected to being in the group. Historic Preservation had their first meeting of the year. Items discussed: An honorary marker for Hickory Lane. Also, the Commission would like to pursue designation of the street as a historic district. They would also like to distribute pamphlets to local realtors. The Shade Tree Commission would like an accounting of the Shade Tree Trust Fund with specific breakdowns.

f.	LAND USE AND CONSTRUCTION – AMITAI (Chung/Cho) not present
	Building   Liaison-Closter Improvement, Planning Board, Senior Citizens

g.	MAYOR’S REPORT
	Ambulance Corps	Borough Engineer	Northern Valley Mayor’s Association

OLD BUSINESS
	
NEW BUSINESS

OPEN MEETING FOR PUBLIC COMMENTS (5 MINUTE LIMIT)
Daphna referred to a resolution about the posting of the minutes. She felt that they should be posted more quickly. The administrator pointed out that minutes cannot be posted until they are approved. Someone mentioned that Zoom has an AI feature that can record meetings and create transcript and that they are “pretty accurate.”

Steve Isaacson (97 Columbus) cautioned the Mayor and Council about the offer from the Chamber and Council. He also questioned the quotes from the Environmental Commission meeting that were made during the 12/13/23 Mayor and Council meeting. He went through the Environmental Commission minutes and did not find the quotes. He wondered whether someone listened to three years of meeting recordings. He mentioned Grace Whitney who served on the EC when he did. He said that she confirmed that Closter is not a Sustainable Jersey recipient. He spoke about the Green Team and the Closter cleanup. He read from minutes of January 2019 and asked whether the regulations concerning the Farm were ever codified. He asked the Borough attorney to look into it. Mr. Isaacson said that 1.1 acres of the MacBain Farm is on the Rossi and asked why the whole farm can’t be put on the Rossi. 

Sheilah McCaffrey (70 Anderson Avenue) asked about Boards and Commissions. She said that most committees have a Council Liaison and that the Farm Committee does not. She recommended Councilman Cho serve in that position. The Mayor asked whether Councilman Cho wanted to volunteer. He said yes. The Mayor said that he would talk to Councilman Cho about it and that the administrator serves on the committee.

Lisa Vreeland (587 High Street) said thank you for bringing the neighborhood park back and asked that the thanks be extended to Mr. Oettinger. She also asked what can be done about getting the dogs leashed and out.

John McCaffrey (203 Hickory Lane) asked whether the Farm qualifies for any Open Space funds. He asked who is in charge of applying for grants and whether the Committee can work with the administrator to find grants. He said yes. Mr. McCaffrey also said that he received a donation of 30,000 daffodil bulbs. He will forward the letter to the Mayor and Council. He spoke about the proposed purchase of the bucket truck and felt that it was about twice as expensive as it should be. He felt that the DPW should resubmit an application and that 4-wheel drive was not necessary.

Pat Duggan (27 Carlton, Harrington Park) asked whether the Mayor and Council has a set of bylaws and that the bylaws on the eCode are for the Department of Health. The administrator said that he has a copy of the bylaws in his office. Ms. Duggan asked whether they should be published somewhere. 

Leslie Brunnell thanked everyone and supported what Ms. McCaffrey and Mr. Isaacson said and asked the Mayor and Council to preserve the MacBain Farm park. She said that it helps the environment and will help with grant funding. She asked that we try to preserve it for the next generation. She said that she would be happy to serve on the committee.

	ANY MATTER BEFORE THE GOVERNING BODY

	ADJOURNMENT Councilwoman Latner moved to adjourn the Work Session and move to the Regular meeting, second Councilwoman Chung. All in favor. Work Session adjourned at 8:30 pm.
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