	Minutes of the Checotah City Council
---------------------------------------------------
Monday, July 13, 2026, – 5:30 PM
Checotah City Hall – Council Chambers
200 N Broadway
Checotah, OK 74426 
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_____________________________________________________________________________________
Mayor Daniel Tarkington called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.

Members present were Councilman Mike Key, Councilman Tony Fields, Councilman Joey Marion, Councilman Ronnie Brinsfield, Councilman Rusty Rogers, Councilwoman Jodi Greenleaf, and Councilman Rusty Beaver. Councilman Jay Hayes was absent.

Councilman Ronnie Brinsfield gave the invocation.

Councilman Joey Marion led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Councilman Jay Hayes entered the meeting at 5:31 p.m.

 Recognition and Awards
   None

Citizens Comments 
Pam Patricca addressed the council with concern on her water/sewer bill being high due to filling      her swimming pool.         

Consent Docket:
A. [bookmark: _Hlk198284229]Approval of Minutes from June 8, 2026, Regular Meeting and June 18,2026, Special Meeting of the Checotah City Council.

B. Approval of Salaries for June 2026 of $191,501.38.

C. Approval of Estimated Salaries for July 2026 of $200,000.00.

D. Approval of Claims for June 2026 of $463,403.25

E. Approval of 2026-2027 Contracts:

a. Checotah Chamber of Commerce, The City of Checotah to pay $20,000.00 per year @ $5,000.00 per quarter for economic development.
b. Rainbolt Corner, The City of Checotah, to $400.00 per year.
c. Kibois Area Transit Services (KATS), The City of Checotah, to pay $10,000.00 per year @ $2,500.00 per quarter.

[bookmark: _Hlk171410560]A motion was made by Councilman Joey Marion and seconded by Councilman Ronnie Brinsfield approving items A through E of the Consent Docket. Motion carried with Councilman Mike Key, Councilman Tony Fields, Councilman Joey Marion, Councilman Ronnie Brinsfield, Councilman Jay Hayes, Councilman Rusty Rogers, Councilwoman Jodi Greenleaf, and Councilman Rusty Beaver voting yes.

No Items Removed from The Consent Docket


Scheduled Business

	
1. A motion was made by Councilman Jay Hayes and seconded by Councilman Joey Marion to approve the City of Checotah, Oklahoma Resolution No. 2026-07-13(b), ALL UNEXPENDED APPROPRIATIONS LAPSE.  Motion carried with Councilman Mike Key, Councilman Tony Fields, Councilman Joey Marion, Councilman Ronnie Brinsfield, Councilman Jay Hayes, Councilman Rusty Rogers, Councilwoman Jodi Greenleaf, and Councilman Rusty Beaver voting yes. 

2. A motion was made by Councilman Tony Fields and seconded by Councilman Ronnie Brinsfield to approve the City of Checotah, Oklahoma Resolution No. 2026-07-13(a), THE ALLOCATION OF ONE-HALF (1/2) OF THE MONTHLY TOBACCO TAX TO THE CHECOTAH INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY (CIDA) FROM JULY 1, 2026, TO JUNE 30, 2027.  Motion carried with Councilman Mike Key, Councilman Tony Fields, Councilman Joey Marion, Councilman Ronnie Brinsfield, Councilman Jay Hayes, Councilman Rusty Rogers, Councilwoman Jodi Greenleaf, and Councilman Rusty Beaver voting yes. 

3. A motion was made by Councilman Jay Hayes and seconded by Councilman Tony Fields to approve the 2026-2027 Contract with Options, Inc. in the amount of $11,500.00 per year to be paid at $962.50 per month form July 1, 2026, through June 30, 2026. Motion carried with Councilman Mike Key, Councilman Tony Fields, Councilman Joey Marion, Councilman Ronnie Brinsfield, Councilman Jay Hayes, Councilman Rusty Rogers, and Councilman Rusty Beaver voting yes. Councilwoman Jodi Greenleaf abstained.

4. Discuss and/or take action including amendments to approve the Intergovernmental Cooperation Agreement between Checotah Public Schools and the City of Checotah.  Motion carried with Councilman Mike Key, Councilman Tony Fields, Councilman Joey Marion, Councilman Ronnie Brinsfield, Councilman Jay Hayes, Councilman Rusty Rogers, Councilwoman Jodi Greenleaf, and Councilman Rusty Beaver voting yes.

5. A motion was made by Councilman Jay Hayes and seconded by Councilman Joey Marion to approve the purchase of a zero-turn mower for the cemetery from Marvin’s Mowers not to exceed $13,000.00. Motion carried with Councilman Mike Key, Councilman Tony Fields, Councilman Joey Marion, Councilman Ronnie Brinsfield, Councilman Jay Hayes, Councilman Rusty Rogers, Councilwoman Jodi Greenleaf, and Councilman Rusty Beaver voting yes. 

6. A motion was made by Councilman Ronnie Brinsfield and seconded by Councilman Tony Fields to approve the completion of the following projects at the Checotah Sports Complex:
a. Light Project – Pickleball and basketball courts
b. Farmers Mkt – Finish inside, electric and bathrooms 
c. Downtown – Upgrade cameras at the stoplights.

Motion carried with Councilman Mike Key, Councilman Tony Fields, Councilman Joey Marion, Councilman Ronnie Brinsfield, Councilman Jay Hayes, Councilman Rusty Rogers, Councilwoman Jodi Greenleaf, and Councilman Rusty Beaver voting yes. 

7. No action was taken on closing alley; item was approved in previous meeting.

8. A motion was made by Councilman Joey Marion and seconded by Councilman Jay Hayes to declare Lot 4 less S75’ Blk 143 OT-Checotah a nuisance which constitutes a hazard to the public safety, health and welfare of humans and that the property would be benefitted by its removal on or before August 12, 2026. Motion carried with Councilman Mike Key, Councilman Tony Fields, Councilman Joey Marion, Councilman Ronnie Brinsfield, Councilman Jay Hayes, Councilman Rusty Rogers, Councilwoman Jodi Greenleaf, and Councilman Rusty Beaver voting yes. 

A motion was made by Councilman Joey Marion and seconded by Councilman Ronnie Brinsfield to declare Lot 3 Blk 133 OT-Checotah a nuisance which constitutes a hazard to the public safety, health and welfare of humans and that the property would be benefitted by its removal on or before August 12, 2026. Motion carried with Councilman Mike Key, Councilman Tony Fields, Councilman Joey Marion, Councilman Ronnie Brinsfield, Councilman Jay Hayes, Councilman Rusty Rogers, Councilwoman Jodi Greenleaf, and Councilman Rusty Beaver voting yes. 


9. A motion was made by Councilman Joey Marion and seconded by Councilman Ronnie Brinsfield go approve releasing the liens for property located at 918 W Park. Motion carried with Councilman Mike Key, Councilman Tony Fields, Councilman Joey Marion, Councilman Ronnie Brinsfield, Councilman Jay Hayes, Councilman Rusty Rogers, Councilwoman Jodi Greenleaf, and Councilman Rusty Beaver voting yes. 


10. A motion was made by Councilman Jay Hayes and seconded by Councilman Joey Marion to create a committee to design incentives for building homes and bring back to Council on the September 14, 2026, meeting.  Committee members are Councilman Rusty Rogers, Councilman Jay Hayes, Adam Arden, Mayor Daniel Tarkington, Rochelle Homes, and Ernie Moore. Motion carried with Councilman Mike Key, Councilman Tony Fields, Councilman Joey Marion, Councilman Ronnie Brinsfield, Councilman Jay Hayes, Councilman Rusty Rogers, Councilwoman Jodi Greenleaf, and Councilman Rusty Beaver voting yes. 

11. No action was taken on traffic safety concerns.

12. No action was taken on Paul Carr/South Ave. project.


	
EXECUTIVE SESSION
All matters listed under Executive Session are considered to be confidential by the City Council. As authorized by 25 OS § 307, the City Council will recess into executive session to discuss the items listed in private. No votes will occur in executive session. The City Council will reconvene in open session for any votes.

1. A motion was made by Councilman Jay Hayes and seconded by Councilman Ronnie Brinsfield to convene in executive session at 6:23 p.m. and invite in Laurie Burkhalter and City Attorney, Matthew Price, to discuss the employment, hiring, appointment, promotion, demotion, disciplining or resignation of any individual salaried public officer or employee. 
a. Andy Burnett
b. James Curtis
c. Bryon Smith
d. Adam Arden
e. Greg Carmack
f. Damon Lewis
g. Colby Menie
h. Chris Brown
i. Matt Price

Motion carried with Councilman Mike Key, Councilman Tony Fields, Councilman Joey Marion, Councilman Ronnie Brinsfield, Councilman Jay Hayes, Councilman Rusty Rogers, Councilwoman Jodi Greenleaf, and Councilman Rusty Beaver voting yes. 

2. Reconvened in open session at 6:52 p.m.

3. No action was taken


1. A motion was made by Councilman Joey Marion and seconded by Councilman Ronnie Brinsfield to convene in executive session at 6:53 p.m. and invite in City Attorney, Matthew Price, for confidential communications with their attorney regarding pending investigations, claims, or litigation, but only if disclosure would seriously impair the body’s ability to handle the matter, as determined with the attorney’s advice, ensuring such sessions adhere to the state’s Open Meeting Act. Motion carried with Councilman Mike Key, Councilman Tony Fields, Councilman Joey Marion, Councilman Ronnie Brinsfield, Councilman Jay Hayes, Councilman Rusty Rogers, Councilwoman Jodi Greenleaf, and Councilman Rusty Beaver voting yes. 

2. Reconvened in open session at 7:21 p.m.

3. No action was taken.


NO NEW BUSINESS
	


        REMARKS AND INQUIRIES BY CITY COUNCIL
Mayor Tarkington addressed the citizen’s comment on water/sewer bill issue.  Need to schedule a special meeting for EMS Interfacility Agreement.

        MAYOR’S REPORT
        None


Meeting adjourned at 7:23 p.m. by Mayor Tarkington.



______________________________________                           _______________________________________
Laurie Burkhalter, Asst. Deputy City Clerk		Daniel Tarkington, Mayor
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