
Grade Course Selection

Franklin High School



What is Pre-Registration?

• Pre-Registration is when you meet with your counselor individually to pick 
classes and prepare for next year.

• Please go through this PowerPoint to learn about credits and what you 
need to do to graduate. 

• This will prepare you to pick classes for next year.

• If you have any questions after viewing, your Franklin counselors will be 
here to answer any questions you may have.



What you need to graduate

• Algebra 1 (8th or 9th

grade)
• English 1 (9th grade)
• Biology (9th grade)
• English 2 (10th grade)
• US History (11th grade)

Earn 26 Credits

Pass 5 End of Course 
Exams (STAAR Tests)

Earn at least one endorsement



How to Earn Credits

Your credits add up 
each year in high 

school, which helps 
you move to the next 

grade level 
(6.5 credits           10th

grade)

If you are taking 
eight classes a year, 
then each semester, 

you can earn four 
credits (excluding 

double blocked 
classes like sports).

You can earn 
eight credits 

a year

Each class 
you take and 

pass each 
semester, 
it’s worth 

0.5 credits.



0 - 6 credits = 9th grade

How many credits do you need to 
move to the next level?

6.5 - 12 = 10th grade

12.5 – 18 = 11th grade

18+ = 12th grade

9th

10th

11th

12th



What classes are required to 
graduate?

1 year of Fine Arts

1 year of PE

4 years of Math

4 years of Science

3 years of Social Studies (you will take 4, unless otherwise specified).

4 years of English

1 semester of Pro Comm (Speech)

4 elective credits

1 year of Career and Technology

1 semester of Health

2 years of Foreign Language (must be the same both years)

= 26 credits



Why are grades important?

• You need to pass your classes to stay on track for 
graduation. If you fail classes over and over, you get behind 
in credits.

• You want a good GPA (Grade Point Average) – A GPA is an 
average of all grades you earn throughout high school.

• When applying to colleges, GPA is VERY important and one 
of the top requirements college recruiters look at when 
deciding on your acceptance.

• Sammy O. , a senior at Franklin says, “grades can often 
define you, but overall, they are important for your future.”



What is an endorsement?

● An Endorsement is a plan of study that 
you follow for 4 years.  The Endorsement 

you choose indicates at least 1 class you 

must take all 4 years of high school.

● You need to earn at least 1 Endorsement 

to graduate!
● You must have a signed (parent and 

student) Endorsement letter on file with 
your counselor.

*Arts and Humanities 
*Business and Industry 

*Multidisciplinary 
*Public Services 

*Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Mathematics (STEM) 

Endorsement Areas



What is credit averaging?

Credit averaging happens if you fail a semester of a year long class with a 60-69. You must get a 
high enough grade the other semester so that both semester grades average to at least a 70. Then 
you get credit for the entire year. You won’t have to take the semester you failed over again. Dual 
Credit does not credit average.

EXAMPLE:  Joey fails his first semester English 1 class with a 62.  He passes his second semester 
English class with an 80.  Joey is eligible for credit averaging.

62 + 80 = 142,  142 ÷ 2 = 71.  The final year grade would be a 71

If you get a 59 or lower, you are not able to credit average.



Math or Science (this one 
is different): You would 
need to complete 5 years 
of either Math or Science 
before you graduate

ROTC: You would take 
ROTC 1, ROTC 2, ROTC 3, 
ROTC 4.

Fine Arts: You would take 
Art 1, Art 2, Art 3, Art 4.

Examples of Endorsements

Arts and Humanities Public Service STEM



Honors classes we offer

Dual Credit

classes are college level classes where you take an AP test at the end of the year 
to earn college credit.  You must get a 3, 4, or 5 to earn college credit.  GPA 
booster!  No requirement to take.

Classes are college level classes offered through El Paso Community 
College (taught by Franklin teachers).  GPA booster!  You need to pass 
the TSI exam to take classes.

Pre-AP

UT OnRamps

courses are classes offered through the University of Texas at Austin.  They are 
taught by a UT professor and a Franklin teacher.  They boost your GPA and you 
decide if you want to take the college credit or not.  No requirement to take.

classes are harder, faster paced classes that will boost your GPA.  No requirement 
to take.



Pre-AP Classes Offered at FHS

Pre-AP English 2

Pre-AP Algebra 1

Pre-AP Geometry

Pre-AP English 1 Pre-AP Algebra 2

Pre-AP Biology

Pre-AP Chemistry

Pre-AP Anatomy and Physiology



AP Courses offered at FHS!

AP English 3
AP English 4
AP Pre-Cal
Calculus AB AP (year long)
Calculus AB AP (Fall)
Calculus BC AP (Spring)
AP Human Geography
AP World History
AP US History
AP Macro Economics
AP US Govt

Environmental Science AP

AP Spanish 4
AP Spanish 5
AP French 4

AP Art Drawing
AP Art 2D Design

AP Art 3D Design
AP Art History
AP Psychology



Dual Credit Classes @FHS

Dual Credit U.S. History
Dual Credit English III

Dual Credit Music Appreciation
Dual Credit Art 1

Dual Credit Speech
Dual Credit Economics

Dual Credit Learning Framework



On-Ramps Earth and Space 

On-Ramps English 3

On-Ramps Physics 1 and 2

UT OnRamps Courses Offered at FHS!

On-Ramps Statistics

On-Ramps Chem & On Ramps Bio

On-Ramps Pre-Calculus



Algebra 1
Geometry
Algebra 2

Advanced Mathematics

English 1
English 2
English 3

Advanced English 

• World History or 
World Geography

• US History
• Government
• Economics

EPISD Core Concentration
Foundation

All students must complete the Foundation Plan



Foreign Language (Same Language)
2.0 Credits

EPISD Foundation Plan
Required Electives

P.E. or P.E. Equivalent
1.0 Credit

0.5 Health or
1.0 Health Science I

Elective Credit
4.0 Credits

Communication Apps (Speech)
0.5 Credits

Fine Arts Same Genre
1.0 Credit

CTE
1.0 Credit



Foreign Language (2 Credits)
Must be 2 years of the same language.

Spanish or French

• It is the district’s recommendation that NATIVE speakers of 
a language be placed in Level 3 courses (i.e. Spanish 3).

• FHS will adhere to this recommendation unless the parent 
opts out via written request.



PE (1 year required)

● Skills based 
● Lifetime 
● Major Sports-Coach approved. All sports are double-blocked except for Cheer and 

Wrestling.  Only Select 1 Sport, changes will occur after season ends.
● Air Force JROTC
● Marching Band
● Dance

Any combination of these courses will count and may be combined.



CTE (1 year required)
Must be 1.0 credit of the SAME course

Principles of Architectural Design
Business Info. Mgmt. I (BIM)

Principles of Applied Engineering 
Digital Interactive Multimedia

Digital Design and Media Production
Engineering Design & Presentation

Interior Design
Accounting 1 (Pre-Req is BIM)

Money Matters
Principles of Law Enforcement

Child Development
Counseling and Mental Health

Fashion Design
Principles of Human Services

Entrepreneurship
Fundamentals of Computer Science



Speech and Health 
1 semester each required

Pro Comm (Professional 
Communications) 

0.5 Credit

Health
0.5 credit



Fine Arts (1 Credit)
Must be 1.0 credit in the SAME genre

Art
AP Art History 

Band and Marching Band
Choir
Dance

World Dance Forms—Ballroom Dance
Guitar

Orchestra
Piano

Theater  
Technical Theatre

Mariachi
DC Music Appreciation (Must enroll in full year to satisfy fine art requirement but 1 semester 

will be dual credit)
Music Appreciation



Watch this video for tips on how to pick the 
right classes for you!



Electives & Sports you 
can take at FHS- look through 

slides and see what you would like! Some won’t be available until 
10th -12th grade.



Entrepreneurship

● Do you have dreams of making your own business? 
Learn how to...
○ Create a Concept
○ Develop a Business Plan
○ Showcase & Market your Business
○ Learn about the Small Business Administration



Marketing and Sales

● The Marketing Career Cluster focuses on 

planning, managing, and performing marketing 

activities to reach organizational objectives.

● Course offerings include Sports 

Marketing, Fashion Marketing, Social Media 

Marketing, and Advertising

● CTE or Elective credits

● For more info: Chelsea Knapp –

Cecory@episd.org



● In CDL, you will have the 

opportunity to work with 3-

and 4-year-olds in the 

classroom.

● High schoolers are "Student 

Teachers," creating lessons 

and teaching our Cougar 

Cubs.

● If you complete two full 

years of CDL, you can be 

recommended for 

a certification to work in a 

school.

Child 

Development 

(CDL)



Family & consumer sciences

CTE/Elective Course

Students model the knowledge 

and skills necessary to pursue 

a counseling and mental health 

career through 

simulated environments.

Excellent career opportunities.

COUNSELING AND MENTAL HEALTH



Lifetime nutrition & 
wellness

● 1 semester CTE elective course

● If taken in the same year with Interpersonal Studies, 

then it counts as your health credit!

● Learn about Wellness domains and ways to improve 

your health/wellness

● Learn about nutrients, digestion, metabolism, and 

the importance of exercise

● Learn how to bake and cook (this is not culinary 

arts)

● Learn how to create healthy balanced meals



Fashion Design



FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCES
CHILD DEVELOPMENT

• Real Care Baby 

Experience

Pregnancy Simulation

CTE Course Credit

• Parenting Skills

• Preparing for Parenthood

• Conception, Pregnancy and Birth

• Stages of Child Development
• Childcare Career Opportunities

If you’re a student interested in working in early childhood 
education, earning a CDA can help you get a job in the 

field by the time you leave high school and help you earn 

college credit towards your AA or Bachelor’s degree.

Program courses include Principles of Human Services, 
Interpersonal Studies, Child Development, and Counseling 

and Mental Health. 



Ap Macro 
"We do many fun class activities that help us learn. 

One is the push-up and texting competition. Two 

students compete to do as many push-ups as possible 

in 30 seconds. Then, two students compete trying to 

text as many times as possible in 30 seconds. We 

used this activity to compare the opportunity costs of 

doing one activity over the other. It gave us good 

demonstrations of the concept, and it helped me 

understand."

Brandon Marshall, Senior Class President

“My favorite activity was the pearl selling activity as I found it fun 

trying to agree on an amount to sell and buy the pearl at not 

knowing the other persons price minimum or maximum. And it 

gave a great understanding of how voluntary exchange works.”

Isabella Dickey, NHS Parliamentarian



Mexican American Studies

● In this course, students learn about the history and cultural contributions 
of Mexican Americans. 

● Students explore the beautiful history and culture of both Mexico and the 
United States. 

● The course emphasizes events in the 20th and 21st centuries, but 
students will also engage with events prior to the 20th century.

Identity

WWII 

Female Contributions

Chicana Feminism

Mexican American 
Fine Arts 



● Assists in the transition from high school to college

● Focuses on college readiness such as organization and note taking skills

● Prioritizes grades

● Builds communication skills

● Time management

● Available to all grade levels

Contact Ms. Harris in room E-164 for more information



Star of the West
Marching Band

The Franklin Marching Band is comprised of our winds and percussion, 
color guard, and twirlers. We perform at football games, pep rallies, and 

multiple contests.
You can always contact Mr. Bouma  dabouma@episd.org if interested in 

joining and we are open to all grade levels.

.



The Silver Starz perform at football 

games, pep rallies, various school functions, 

and events around El Paso including dance 
showcases and competitions.

Auditions for Silver Starz are held prior to 

the school year in the spring. Incoming 

freshmen through seniors are welcome to 

audition. 

Silver Starz
Drill Team

Ms. Donnelly | adonnell@episd.org









Click to add text

Contact Mr. Poteat at jhpoteat@episd.org





Broadcast journalism
Franklin's new Broadcast Journalism class offers students the 

chance to see how a real television newsroom functions.

Students get hands-on experience with equipment used by 
journalists such as video cameras and microphones.

Students will also put together newscasts which will be featured on 

the Franklin High School Broadcast Journalism YouTube page.

The class is open to all grades.

For more information,
contact Alyssa Loweree:
amlowere@episd.org











Franklin HS 
Athletics

Sports will take up 2 
spots on your 

schedule!



Volleyball



FRANKLIN 
FOOTBALL
HOME OF THE 2021 
WESTSIDE BOWL AND 
UNDEFEATED DISTRICT 
CHAMPIONS

BE A PART OF ONE OF THE 
MOST CONSISTENT 
AND SUCCESSFUL PROGRAMS 
IN EL PASO

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
PARTICIPATE AS A TRAINER, 
MANAGER, OR A PLAYER

WE ENCOURAGE ANYONE 
AND EVERYONE TO JOIN



Cross Country

District Champions 4 years in a row!
Back-to-Back Girls State Qualifiers

● Workouts begin in June! For more info: Contact Coach Ulmer aulmer@episd.org





Swimming
• BOYS & GIRLS VARSITY SWIMMING

• ACCOMPLISHMENTS
• MULTIPLE DISTRICT CHAMPIONSHIPS
• MULTIPLE REGIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS

• 25 YEARS OF STATE QUALIFIERS

• STATE CHAMPION

• TOP 5 6-A GIRL'S TEAM @ STATE MEET

• DIVISION I SWIMMERS
• ALL-DISTRICT & ALL-STATE ACADEMIC ATHLETES

• ALL-STATE & ALL-AMERICAN SWIMMERS

• FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM
• FRANKLIN SWIMMING EL PASO @FRANKSWIMEP



Girl's Basketball

● 2020-2021 Bi District 
Champions

● Multiple players in 
college

● Supportive Environment 
that develops your skills

● Questions? E-mail Head 
Coach David Chavez
Dchavez1@episd.org

● Twitter: 
@FHSLadyCougars



Boy's Basketball

● Tryouts held first 2 weeks of 
school.

● Open Gym: Tue & Thur 4:00 
– 6:00 pm

● Twitter: @FHSCougarBBall
● Instagram: 

@fhscougarhoops
● Questions? E-mail Head 

Coach Adam Castillo or 
Asst. Coach Decker Smith

● adcastil@episd.org
● dpsmith@episd.org



Girl's Soccer

● District Champions:
2002, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2011, 2012, 2015, 2017, 
2018, 2019, 2020

● Bi-District Champions:
2004, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2011, 2012, 2013, 
2016, 2017, 2018, 2019
● Area Champions:

2006, 2007, 2008, 2011, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019
● Tryouts held in late November
● Prior experience is expected
● Head Coach Victor Valle – vavalle@episd.org

One Team. One Goal. One FAMILY.@fhsgirlssoccer6

mailto:vavalle@episd.org


Don’t Wish For It, Work For It!

LEARN.DEVELOP.COMPETE
● Tryouts are held in the Fall Semester
● Prior experience is a plus!
● For more information contact: 

alherna2@episd.org
● Twitter: @franklin_boys

mailto:alherna2@episd.org


Girl's Wrestling

@franklingirlswrestling

▪ No experience needed!!

▪ All weights needed 95lbs-215lbs

▪ Try-outs First week of school

▪ Questions? Contact Coach 

Edwinson at –spedwins@episd.org



Boy's Wrestling

▪ All weights needed 106lbs-285lbs
▪ Try-outs will be the First week of school
▪ No experience needed
▪ Open Mats during the summer for those wanting to get 

ahead
▪ For Questions Contact Coach Scott at 

sjscott@episd.org

mailto:sjscott@episd.org


Cheer
Cheer tryouts are held in the 
spring! 

Competition is tough! Prior 
experience is a plus!

Look for tryout information on our 
Instagram page @franklinhscheer 

Or contract Coach Harris at 
tharris1@episd.org

mailto:tharris1@episd.org


Boy's Golf

● TRYOUTS FOR GOLF WILL BE HELD THE FIRST WEEK OF SCHOOL
(PRIOR EXPERIENCE IS EXPECTED)

● YOU MUST HAVE TRANSPORTATION TO LOCAL GOLF COURSES
● GOLF IS BOTH FIRST AND SECOND SEMESTERS
● FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:

COACH Lennie Brooks
lgbrooks@episd.org



Girl's Golf

● TRYOUTS ARE THE FIRST WEEK OF SCHOOL
○ PRIOR EXPERIENCE IS EXPECTED

● YOU MUST HAVE TRANSPORTATION TO LOCAL GOLF COURSES
● A SET OF GOLF CLUBS IS REQUIRED
● GOLF IS BOTH FIRST AND SECOND SEMESTERS
● FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:

■ TODD BOSTIC
■ TDBOSTIC@EPISD.ORG

Franklin_GGolf

FranklinGirlsGolf

mailto:TDBOSTIC@EPISD.ORG
mailto:TDBOSTIC@EPISD.ORG


Baseball

● TRYOUTS FOR BASEBALL WILL BE HELD THE 
FIRST WEEK OF SCHOOL

● (PRIOR EXPERIENCE IS EXPECTED)
For more information email :
Coach Melendez
hmelend2@episd.org



FRANKLIN SOFTBALL

Click to add text

Come Be A Part of Our Team

• Summer Workouts

• Open Field

• Spring Season

• For more information 

contact Head Coach: Leslie 

Miritello

• miritello@episd.org

Follow us on Social Media

@FHS_LCPSOFTBALL

https://m.facebook.com/FHSLC
PSOFTBALL

https://m.facebook.com/FHSLCPSOFTBALL
https://m.facebook.com/FHSLCPSOFTBALL


• Back to Back
1-6a District Champions

• 2021 Area Champions

oFor more information 
email :
CoachLennie Brooks

lgbrooks@episd.org

Boy's 

Track



Girl's Track

● Home of the Back to 
Back District 
Champions!!

● 2021 Area Champions
● For more information 

please email :
● Coach Ulmer-

aulmer@episd.org



STEAM Pathways

● Legal Studies 
● Music & Media Production
● Engineering/Robotics

Use this QR code to apply for any 
of these three programs:



FHS Magnet Information!!!  It’s not too late to apply!



Degrees and Certification
To apply for PTECH 
Medical use this QR code: ASSOCIATES 

DEGREE IN 
MULTIDISCIPLI
NARY STUDIES 
FROM EL PASO 

COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE OR:

EMERGENCY 
MEDICAL 

TECHNICIAN 
CERTIFICATION

WORKSPACE 
EXPERIENCE



Legal studies

● For students interested in any legal career pathway (attorney, paralegal, judge)
● Four-year endorsement
● Magnet campus

○ Learn legal vocabulary and terms
○ Study criminal and civil cases
○ Fourth year paralegal certification class (seniors)
○ For more info: Mr. Melendez & Mr. Benoit





● Do you want to become a Fashion 
Designer or work in Fashion ?

● Learn to Sew, Draft Patterns, 
Sketch in Fashion Form, and 
Study Fashion History.

Fashion Design



Time to Select Classes!

Please write down your choices 
and save them to meet with the 

Franklin counselors



● Fill out personal information on your Pre-Registration 
Sheet 

● √ the 4 core classes you will take
● √ 4 electives you really want on your schedule
● Write down 3 more electives you want, if we can’t give 

you your first choices, in the box provided
● You will meet with the Franklin counselors to check what 

you selected.  

Choose Your Electives



Thank
You, see you at 

FHS!
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