
Connected
Superintendent's Message

Dear Nine Mile Falls Families and Community Members,

     As we move into October, there is a noticeable change taking place around our community. The days are getting
a little shorter, the mornings a little cooler, and the trees are beginning to show the beautiful colors of fall. It is one of
my favorite times of year in Nine Mile Falls, and it also serves as a reminder of how quickly the school year moves.
Before we know it, we will be well into the holiday season and looking toward the new year.
     For now, there is plenty happening in our schools and throughout our community. October brings opportunities
for our staff to learn and grow together, families to connect with teachers, and our community to come together to
support our students. I would like to share a few important dates and events with you.

Professional Learning Day – October 9
     Friday, October 9, will be a non-student day as our Nine Mile Falls educators participate in professional
learning. This time gives our staff an opportunity to collaborate, reflect on student learning, and continue
strengthening our instructional practices. We remain committed to our belief that effective instruction is
paramount and that each student will succeed.
     That evening, Lakeside High School will host its Homecoming football game, with fireworks provided by the
LHS Boosters and ASB. Homecoming is always a special opportunity to see our students, families, staff, and
community come together to celebrate our Eagles. I hope you will join us for the game and help make it a
memorable evening for our Nine Mile community.

Public Forum – October 13
     On Tuesday, October 13, from 6:00–8:00 p.m., the Nine Mile Falls School Board will host a Public Forum in the
Auditorium at Lakeside Middle School.
     The forum will provide an opportunity for community members to learn more about the Replacement
Educational Programs & Operations Levy and the Capital Levy, ask questions, and hear information directly
from district representatives prior to the November election.
     The Replacement EP&O Levy provides local funding for programs, services, staffing, and opportunities that the
state does not pay for. The Capital Levy will address identified facility, infrastructure, safety, and security needs
within the district. We recognize that these are important decisions for our community, and we want our families and
community members to have access to clear information and an opportunity to ask questions. For more information
on the Replacement EP&O Levy and the Capital Levy, please visit our website at
https://www.9mile.org/o/district/page/november-2026-levy
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Monthly Parent Engagement Meeting – October 15
     Because of our fall conferences, this month's Parent Engagement Meeting will be held one week earlier than
usual, on Thursday, October 15, at 6:00 p.m. in the Lakeside High School Library.
     We will continue our work reviewing and selecting questions for our parent feedback survey, which will be
sent to families in November. I appreciate the parents and community members who continue to take the time to
participate in these conversations. Your feedback helps us better understand the experiences of our families and
how we can continue to improve.

Fall P–8 Conferences – October 21–23
     Fall conferences are another important opportunity for families and educators to connect around student
learning. Our P–8 fall conferences will be held October 21–23.
     For our P–8 students, Wednesday, October 21, will be a half-day early release, with conferences taking
place that afternoon. There will be no school for P–8 students on Thursday, October 22, and Friday,
October 23, allowing families and educators additional opportunities to meet throughout these two days.
     These conversations are an important part of the partnership between home and school. I encourage families
to take advantage of this opportunity to talk with teachers about their child's progress, celebrate successes, and
identify ways we can work together to support continued growth.

As the leaves begin to change and fall settles into our community, I am reminded once again how fortunate I am
to be part of Nine Mile Falls. It was just two short months ago that fires impacted our community, and once again,
we saw the very best of Nine Mile Falls. Neighbors stepped up, families supported one another, and our
community rallied around each other when we needed it most. We leaned in together, and in doing so, reminded
ourselves what it means to be 9 Mile Strong.

Thank you for the continued support you provide to our students, staff, and schools. Whether it is attending an
evening school event, meeting with a teacher, participating in a parent engagement meeting, or simply
encouraging a student in our community, those connections matter. They are what make Nine Mile Falls such a
special place to live, learn, and grow.

Thank you for all you do for our students and for being part of our Nine Mile Falls community.
I am 9Mile Proud!
Jeff Baerwald
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WashingtonStatefundsbasic education, but levies pay for programs, services,

staffing,andopportunities that our families have come to expect 

beyond what the state pays for.

WHY LOCAL LEVIES?



Visit our Levy Page

to learn more



Total August Revenues: $2,077,415.32 

Total August Expenditures and Transfers: $1,991,745.27 

Special Purpose State
$465,409.19 

22%

Other School Districts
$1,770.17 

Special Purpose Federal 0%
Re v enu e

$77,782.32 
4%

General State
$1,461,184.91 

70%

Local Taxes
$15,891.27 

1% Local Support Non-Tax
$55,377.46 

3%

August 2026 Revenues Overview

Payroll Taxes & Benefits
$391,533.40 

20%

Materials, Supplies, 
Operating Costs (MSOC)

$469,050.32 
23%

Classified Wages
$236,543.27 

12%

Certificated Wages
$894,618.28 

45%

August 2026
Expenditures Overview
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