Tofun of Abington

OFFICE OF

BOARD OF SELECTMEN
500 GLINIEWICZ WAY
ABINGTON, MA 02351

(781) 982-2100
FAX (781) 982-2138

Minutes
Board of Selectmen
January 10, 2023
Cotter Room
6:30 p.m.

Members Present: Alex Bezanson, Chair, Mike Kolodziej, Tim Chapin, Kevin DiMarzio, Alex Hagerty,
Scott Lambiase, Town Manager

Moment of Silence: Clayton Stone {attached)

Public Comments;

Mr. Hagerty — There is a Hazard Mitigation meeting via Zoom on January 17" from 6-8p.m. The link is
on the Town website. The Woodsdale PTO is hosting a Snow Ball on January 13" from 6-7:30 p.m. for
3" and 4" graders. He thanked the Open Space and Conservation Committees for their hard work.

Mr. Chapin — There is Little League registration sign-up by January 15,

Mr. Kolodziej — Thanked Lindsay Wright, public health nurse, and Amy Barrett, Acting Director at the
Senior Center. There was a resident who was homeless, and they were able to find him emergency
housing which was no small task, CPR ~the American Heart Association or Fire Department can be
contacted if anyone is interested in being taught CPR.

Mr. Bezanson - the Hug Foundation is holding its annual hockey fundraiser with the Boston Bruins
Alumni on April 8" at 1 p.m. Tickets are $15/adults and $5/kids. This helps families in need in the area.

1. Minutes — motion to approve December 12, 2022, made by Mr. Hagerty, seconded by Mr.
DiMarzio, unanimous,

2. Request for appointment to Council on Aging, Ellen Delany. Ms. Delany attends all the meetings
now and would like to be on the Board. There were no other applicants. Motion by Mr. Chapin
to appoint Ms. Delany, seconded by Mr. Kolodziej, unanimous.

6:40 p.m. Request for common victualer license, Ya's Sushi & Ramen, 800 Brockton Avenue, #5, NiaoCai
{Wesley) Zeng, Manager. This is going where Double Horse Bistro was located. He is aware of the
reports sent from the Building Office and Board of Health and plans on opening at the beginning of next
month. The restaurant will be closed on Sunday. Motion to approve by Mr. DiMarzio pending approval
of the Board of Health, seconded by Mr. Kolodziej, unanimous,
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3. Update from the Fire Station/DPW Building Committee — Derek Haimaidi gave an update. The
committee started in September 2019. A joint location would be beneficial for both
departments, which would save some funding. $3.5 Million was approved at Town Meeting for
the Fire Department design and went back to Town Meeting to amend that to include DPW.
DPW'’s feasibility study has been done. They are now meeting to design a building with a lot of
shared space which will reduce the overall cost. They put together a conceptual design, but it
came in at $70 M. They worked on the design for more shared space and almost finished the
schematic design and shaved off as much as possible and came in at $55M. It will house the fire
station, as well as modern DPW and everything they need and will fit on that property. 1t will be
a great location. There will be a centralized fuel station; it will have a wash bay which will be
accessible for all of the vehicles which will extend the life of all the vehicles in the town. It
would also provide a mechanic on site. They are about a month away from a schematic.

They have been touch with Rep. Alyson Sullivan, Congressman Lynch and Senator Keenan
regarding grant money for public safety buildings. 1t would be a true public safety complex. The
existing repair building is staying. Everything else will be renovated. Mr. DiMarzio suggested
the basketball courts be relocated. The site is too busy. Everyone agreed.

Chief John Nuttall, with update on ambulance situation — Department has three amhbulances —
2008, 2014 and 2019, The newest hlew an engine, which is covered by warranty, but they are
waiting for parts. He is hoping to get back the primary ambulance this month. He will be asking
for a new ambulance at Town Meeting at a cost of about $480,000. If funding is approved, it
would probably be about 24 months before we get it, although we don’t pay for it until it is
delivered. There is a neighboring town replacing a used 2018 ambulance and we may be able to
get a good deal on that - $20-$25,000. The ambulances are running constantly.

John Stone, DPW — applied for and received a grant for $500,000 for sidewalks and dedicated
bike lanes from Beaver Brook Elementary extending along Washington Street.

4. Update on Base Redevelopment Plan with Roger Woods. Mr. Woods supplied the Board with an
information packet (attached) which he reviewed. There will be a site walk on February 11" at 9
a.m. to view the progress they have made. He will be coming to the towns in the fall with the
final plans.

5. Discussion on Gliniewicz Way property — Mr. Bezanscn had received a text from a resident that
she would prefer not to see housing there. Habitat for Humanity is interested in something in
Abington. Recreational uses were suggested. The Board discussed having the Affordable
Housing Trust Committee, Shawn Reilly, and Peter Serino come into a meeting in February. The
Board would be open to suggestions on housing and recreation.

6. Town Manager Report:
e | have continued meeting with Department heads for the FY 24 budget and will present
updated budget figures on the 23",
» The Town Meeting warrant is open and will close on February 13,
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The Planning Board is meeting to discuss potential zoning articles for the warrant. There
will be an article for the Frolio School ramp, an article for the local adoption of an MGL
that will enable the BOS to add speed zones, an article for tax work-off program for
veterans and probably several others.

Liz Shea has been successful in obtaining a technical assistance grant from Mass Housing
to develop guidelines that will comply with the MBTA Communities requirement. She
has also been working with me to on-board a grant writer that will be seeking funding
for the rehabbing of the Memorial Bridge. We have contracted Melissa Pond, an
Abington resident, who has identified several grant opportunities.

Mazard Mitigation meeting via zoom on Tuesday, January 17", Information is on the
Town web page.

The Barrett Group will be submitting a written proposal re assistance for the RFP for the
North and Center Schools.

Traflnfo has had their engineers out in the field to conduct studies on MBTA crossings in
town and expect to have a draft report by our next meeting. After the Board hasa
chance to review it, Traflnfo will be scheduled to come before the Board to present their
findings and recommendations.

We received half a dozen good applications for COA Director. Lindsay Wright, Jack Libby
from the COA and | will conduct the interviews. A decision should be made by next
week.

] will be showing an updated budget as well as mid ‘23 revenue and expenditures. 1 will
also be presenting goals and objectives for FY '24.

information on citizen warrant articles is on the website.

Mr. Hagerty — had questions about department budgets. Didn’t think it was necessary
for all department heads to come before the Board. Discussion followed.

7. WMotion by Mr. DiMarzio to enter into Executive Session to discuss strategy with respect to
collective bargaining or litigation if an open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the
bargaining or litigating position of the public body and he chair so declares. Will not return to
open session. Seconded by Mr. Chapin. Roll call vote: Mr. Hagerty, aye; Mr. DiMarzio, aye; Mr.
Chapin, aye; Mr. Kolodziej, aye; Mr. Bezanson, aye.

Respectfully submitted,

Nancy Hurst



Obituary
Clayton Stone

Clayton Stone, 93, died peacefully in his sleep on December
29™, with his family by his side. He was a proud Veteran of
the United States Air Force, serving from 1950-1954. He
was a 32" Degree Mason. Clayton was a longtime member
of the First Baptist Church of Abington and served as a
Deacon and Moderator. He sang in many local Barbershop
Quartets.

Clayton was a founding member of the Abington’s Citizen
Police Academy Alumni Association, co-hosted a cable show
with Chief David Majenski on public safety, and continued
his volunteer efforts in the Police Department’s annual
Fishing Derby. He also organized holiday sing-a-longs at the
Housing for the Elderly. In August 2008, Clayton was
recognized for his service to the community and was
awarded “Abington’s Best.”

Clayton will be missed by his family and all who knew him.
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