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Uotun of Abington

OFFICE OF

BOARD OF SELECTMEN
500 GLINIEWICZ WAY
ABINGTON, MA 02351

(781) 982-2100
FAX (781) 982-2138

Minutes
Board of Selectmen
November 25, 2019

Cotter Room
6:30 p.m,.

Members Present: Tom Connolly, Chairman, Tim Chapin, Ken Coyle, Jim Connolly, Kevin DiMarzio, Rick
LaFond

The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Moment of Silence - Jean Bumpus. Jean was a long-time employee of the Town, 40 years, and known to
everyone as one of the best huggers. She was devoted to her family, and an avid sports fan. Jean will
be deeply missed by everyone who knew her.

Public Announcements:
Tom announced a change in the agenda. Information had been provided by Lisa Bezanson on ABCAM

that had been requested and will be reviewed by Board. Ken - There was a community food packaging
group - 500 volunteers packaged 200,0000 meals at the High School which will be distributed
throughout the South Shore. Saturday, November 30™ is Small Business Saturday - please support local
businesses. Abington Celebrates - December 6th is the Ugly Sweater Ball at the Legion; December 7% —
pup pictures with Santa at the Senior Center 8-11 a.m.; Craft Fair at UCC from 10 a.m.-2 p.m.; Eager
Beaver summer councilors will baby sit for a donation to the Giving Tree at the Police Station from 12-3
p.m.; there is a history exhibit at Dyer Library; 3-7 p.m. — tree lighting at Island Grove; Sunday,
December 8", Christmas Concert 4-5 p.m. at UCC. More information is available on Abington
Celebrates’ Facebook page. Tim — congratulations to the Abington Football Team for their victory as
Eastern MA Division 7 Champions. They will play for the State Championship on December 7' at
Gillette Stadium. They will play the 109" Annual Tha nksgiving Day Football Game this year at 10 a.m.

6:35 p.m, FY 2020 Classification Hearing - Jolanta Briffett, Deputy Assessor, gave a slide presentation.
After the presentation, Ken agreed with the Board of Assessors’ recommendation for a single tax rate.
He doesn’t want to hurt small business. Rick Collins, 74 Orange Street, a member of the Planning
Board, but speaking as a resident - we are losing commercial tax property values. Commercial growth is
lower than residential. Encourages town planner, town needs to grow commercial tax base,

Ken - maybe we could work with another town for a part time planner. Motion by Ken to close public
hearing, seconded by Jim, unanimous. Motion by Ken to adopt Board of Assessors’ recommendation,
seconded by Tim, unanimous.

Action/Discussion ltems:
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Minutes: Motion by Jim to approve September 23, 2019 and QOctober 15, 2019 executive
session minutes and November 4, 2019 open session minutes, seconded by Tim, unanimous.

Request for St. Patrick's Day Parade to be held on Sunday, March 15, 2020. Mation by Ken to
approve, seconded by Jim, unanimous.

Request for appointment to Town Manager’s Search Committee — Brian Solimini and Rick
Collins. Brian Sofimini was unable to attend, Rick Collins - has 20 plus years in public affairs, has
dealt with dozen public managers. Outlined qualifications.  Motion to appoint Rick Collins to
the Town Manager’s Search Committee made by Kevin, seconded by Jim, unanimous.

Request for appointment to Historical Commission - Joseph Phan. Joseph Phan - has
background in art history. Motion to appoint Joseph Phan to the Historical Commission made
by Ken, seconded by Tim, unanimous.

Request to amend Building Permit Fee Schedule - Rick explained change requested, which
pertained to “refund” portion of fee schedule. Ken wondered if it required public hearing. No.
Jim - how is it evaluated? Time and effort involved. Ken —~ felt Building Inspector should come
in, a little confusing as to how refund would be determined. This will be rescheduled. Alex
Bezanson - can residents weigh in at that time? Yes.

Formation of Steering Committee to review use of town-owned lot on Gliniewicz Way. Kevin -
would like to see first responders memorial park. Committee could be comprised of
representatives from police, fire, 2 residents. Tim - good idea. Rick - it was suggested land use,
school, planning, historical. Ken - Board of Selectmen decides what happens to it. Motion by
Kevin for Steering Committee to review uses consisting of someone from Police, Fire, Planning,
School, Historical, Board of Selectmen, Recreation, 4 residents, seconded by Jim, unanimous.

Fire Chief - Update on Fire Station Feasibility Study — Chief John Nuttall - $100,000 was funded
for feasibility study. They received 6 proposals. KBA won the RFP. They have a proven record
of designing fire stations. Abington’s stations have a lot of deficiencies and reviewed them.
They received a $30,000 state grant. They have formed a committee within the department to
establish with the architect what space is needed. They have visited other recently built stations
which gives them ideas to include and things to avoid. Mentioned the possibility of including
the Building Department and Board of Health in the new fire station building, which he thought
would be very beneficial where they work together so much. It would also free up offices in
Town Hall. Security is a large issue at the current stations. The current buildings are very
inefficient energy-wise. Buildings aren’t OSHA compliant,

North School is about 2 acres. Is looking at other sites as well. Wants to get off Route 18 due to
traffic and wetlands. Doesn't want anything near schools, too congested. Minimal site work
would be required on North School site, the building would have to be taken down. Feasibility
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study would be able to give a cost estimate on taking the building down. Most new fire stations
are looking at 4-5 acres.

Chief Nuttall is requesting Board to form Fire Station Building Committee of five - 2 elected
members from Fire Department and 3 other members. Wants to present article at next town
meeting. The longer the wait, the higher the cost and the more risk to employees. The study
should be done by February. He would like to have this committee in place by january.

Kevin - how many towns include building and health depts with fire stations? Chief - Some
towns had one or the other but thinks this will be the trend. Kevin - wouldn't this increase
parking, traffic to the site, etc.? Chief - that would be part of feasibility study. Building would
probably be 2 levels, with fire/administrative on the first floor, living space on second floor;
other side of building would be building and board of health, and apparatus.

Wendy Happel, 40 Adams Street - who decided on the RFP's that came in? Can they see them?
Yes. She was on the Surplus Building Committee. She didn't vote that those buiidings should
come down. She didn't think BOH and Building Department should be taken out of Town Hall.
Can Frolio Gym be used for training? Would like to be on the committee. Thinks there should
be more residents on the committee.

Chief Nuttall - residents on committee shouldn't be associated with Fire Department. They
have used North School for some training. High School was built in 1962 and it wasn't practical
to renovate. North Schoof was built in 1933. He didn't see it being repurposed as fire station.
Ken - go with Chief's recommendations, seconded Tim, - 3 residents, 2 fire fighters and chief.
Kevin suggested 5 residents, 2 fire fighters, Chief. Vote on Ken’s motion - 4-1 (Kevin apposed).

8. Town Manager's Report:

1. Planning Board will hold site plan review and special permit hearing for Retail Marijuana at

1540 Bedford Street on December 2™

2. Mass DEP Sustainable Materials Recovery Program Municipal Grant issued the town a grant
for up to $26,251 for recycling of mattresses — thanked Marty Golightly for his efforts.
Streetlighting LED Upgrade ~ will ultimately reduce the necessary budget requirements.
Plymouth County Advisory Board — next meeting is December 5%, Jim Connolly will attend.
Police Management and Operations Analysis RFP’s — due on December 12",
Internal budget process has started. They will have initial budget proposal by December 1%,

°ow kW

Ken - look into difference between military service pay and town salary. Tom —~would be a vote of town
meeting. Ken -asked about time frame for legal services RFPs.

Next meeting is December 17,

8:10 p.m. Roll call vote to enter into Executive Session pursuant to MGL Chapter 30A, Section 21(a) for
the purpose of discussing strategy with respect to collective bargaining with the Abington Police Union
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as an open session may have a detrimental effect on the position of the town, and not to return to open

sassion,
Kevin DiMarzio, aye; Jim Connolly,

Respectfully submitted,

%W |
Nahcy Horkt

aye; Ken Coyle, aye; Tim Chapin, aye; Tom Connolly, aye.
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Town of Abington

500 GLINIEWICZ WAY
ABINGTON, MA 02351

TO; BOARD OF SELECTMEN
FROM: TOWN MANAGER
DATE: November 22,2019

SURJ: GENERAL UPDATE

The Jollowing is meany 10 be a generql update of activities of the Town Manager and staff.
Should an Y member desire more information regarding any particylyy matter please contact
me personally.

3. Streetlighting LED Upgrade - I have begun exploring the upgrading our streetlights to
LED. Although it is inevitable that doing so will reduce the necessary budget
requirements for streetlighting this effort requires muitiyear data collection, financial
review (including the impact of net-metered credits) and ultimately 4 procurement for
those services, Ultimately the town will amortize the purchase of the light fixtures and be
able to utilize the most cost-effective LED lighting optiong going forward. The street
lighting budget is in excess of $100,000.00 and now that I have the net-metering
savings/cycle in place the time to move on this is now.

4. Piymouth County Advisory Board - Next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, December
5,2019. The County is seeking confirmation of attendance by the town’s member or

alternate.
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OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 0
CommonwEALTH oF MassACHUSETTS NOV 2 0 2018

STATE House » Boston, MA 02133 BOARD OF SELECTMEN
(617) 725-4000 TOWN OF ABINGTON

CHARLES D. BAKER KARYN E. POLITO
GOVERNOR LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

November 15,2019

Dear Mr. LaF ond,

Governor Charles D, Baker Lt. Governor Karyn E. Polito




Commonweslth of Massachusetts
Executive Office of Energy & Environmental Affairs

Department of Environmental Protection

One Winter Street Boston, MA 021 0& «B17-282-5500

RECE, VED Kathleen 2 Theohariges

Secretary
NOV 2 3 2019 Marin Suuberg

Commissioner
BOARD OF SELECTMEN
TOWN OF ABINGTON

Charles D Bakar
Soverror

Karyn £ Poliig
Lieutenant Governor

November 15, 2019

Mr. Richard LaFongd
Town Manager
Town of Abington
500 Gliniewicz Way
Abington, MA 02351

Dear mr. taFond,

Congratulations] It is my pleasure 16 inform you that the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection {MassDEP)
has awarded the Town of Abington a Sustainable Materials Recovery Program Municipal Grant. The Town of Abington will
receive access to 2 MassDEP-funded program for the transportation and recycting of residential mattresses and up to 57,500 for
a container for the collection of mattresses. The total value of this grant js estimated at $26,251. The more mattresses recycted,
the more value Your community will realize.

The Sustainable Materials Recovery Program {SMRP) was created under 310 CMR 19.300-303 and the Green Communities Act,
which directs 3 portion of the proceeds from the sale of Waste Energy Certificates to recycling programs approved by
MassDEP. MassDEp received applications from 93 municipalities, regional groups, and nan-profits. With $4.8 million in
requested funds, the evaluation and award process was extremely competitive.

Martin Sy uberg
Commissioner

€C: Angela Dahlstrom, Health Agent
This information is available in alternate format. Contact Michelie Waters-Ekanem, Director of Diversity/Civil Rights at 617-282.5751.
TTY# MassRelay Service 1-800-438-2378
MassDEP Website Www.mass govidep

Printed an Recycied Paper



