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@ofon of Abington

OFFICE OF

BOARD OF SELECTMEN
500 GLINIEWICZ WAY
ABINGTON, MA 02351

(781) 982-2100
FAX (781) 982-2138

Minutes
Board of Selectmen
May 23, 2022
Cotter Room
6:30 p.m.

Members Present: Alex Bezanson, Chair, Mike Kolodziej, Tim Chapin, Alex Hagerty, Scott Lambiase,
Town Manager
Absent: Kevin DiMarzio

The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

A Moment of Sitence was held for Katelyn McCarthy who died tragically on May 13, 2022, at the age of
18. Kate was supposed to be graduating from Abington High School this June. She was the cherished
daughter of Lori Frost of Abington and John McCarthy of Stoughton. The Board thanked the first
responders who dealt with this tragedy.

Public Announcements:

Mr. Hagerty: May 30" is Memorial Day. There is a ceremony at 9 a.m. at Mt. Vernon Cemetery, the
Veterans' Lot.

He expressed condolences to the family and friends of Katelyn McCarthy. He attended the vigil at
Arnold Park on May 20" and commended her friends on trying to do something good from this tragedy
and talking out against any form of bullying.

Mr. Chapin: On June 24" there is a “Drive Thru to Get Thru” sponsored by the Veterans’ Agent, for a
free food give away for veterans at the Abington Senior Center, 441 Summer Street from 10 a.m. to
noon.

1. Update on the Ames Nowell Master Plan Committee with Rick Collins. It is very overgrown and
run down. There is no line item for Ames Nowell under DCR. There is a lot of renewed interest,
and there have been several clean-ups recently. The Committee wants to document needs,
goals and public safety needs. They will eventually form a Friends of Ames Nowell group for
long term stewardship. The state is happy to have the help.

2. Abington COPES, Melissa Cook, 359 High Street, President, formerly Abington Substance Abuse J
Coalition — they would like to hold a 5K road race on September 18" at 9 a.m. The Police Chief is
on board. Christie Coombs will help, as well as South Shore Race Management. Mr. Bezanson ‘
and Mr. Hagerty and both on the Board of Directors, but there is no financial gain. Mation by
Mr. Kolodziej to grant permission to hold the race, seconded by Mr. Chapin, unanimous. ‘
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3. Vote to approve May 9, 2022, minutes — motion by Mr. Hagerty to approve, seconded by Mr.
Kolodziej, unanimous.

4. Motion to approve and release executive session minutes on September 27, 2021, made by Mr.
Hagerty, seconded by Mr. Kolodziej, unanimous.

5. Motion to appoint Finance Director Andrew Nocon as the town’s Plymouth County ARPA
Program Authorized Reporter/Preparer made by Mr. Kolodziej, seconded by Mr. Chapin,
unanimous.

6. Discussion on charity choice per Host Community Agreement with Bud’s Emporium. Aftera
brief discussion, motion was made by Mr. Kolodziej to make the $5,000 donation to the
Abington Food Pantry, seconded by Mr. Hagerty, unanimous. There will be a different charity
chosen each year.

7. Request to adjust fee schedules for Building, Plumbing & Gas, & Wiring — the proposed fees will
be in fine with other towns. Motion by Mr. Hagerty to adjust fees as amended, with demo fees
$15/$1,000 per project cost, seconded by Mr. Kolodziej, unanimous.

8. Charter Review recommendations — Town Counsel will ook at them before they go to the
Charter Review Committee, then the Town Manager will send it. Some may be more relevant to
by-law review.

5. Town Manager Report
Working with Town Counsel on a license agreement to allow a farmer to use five acres
at Griffin Dairy to grow beans and potatoes. He has leased the property previously. This needs
to go out in a bid process, but the farmer needs to get in there now. A revocable license
agreement works in a similar manner until it can go out to bid, which hopefully will be next month.
* Low bid for Exedra was $18,500. They have $55,000 between a grant and CPA money.
e Thisis Sonia Hodge’'s last week. Lindsay Grasso, Assistant Treasurer, was offered and accepted
the position of Treasurer/Collector. Deb Libby announced her intention to retire at the end of
the month, She has been a valuable asset to the Treasurer’s Office as well as the Finance
Committee for many years. We wish Deb a wonderful retirement and thanked her for her years
of dedication to the town. |
* Veterans’ Agent would like the town to be a Purple Heart town. On Sunday, August 7", there
will be an unveiling of the Purple Heart sign that wili be placed on Gliniewicz Way along the
entrance to Town Hall. Signs will be placed at all the entrances to town, and John Stone will put
them up. There will be a ceremony with as many of the Purple Heart recipients as possible.
Adam Gunn, VSO, wiil be asked to come to the next meeting re recognition of Korean War
veterans’ ceremony to be held the end of June in conjunction with Whitman and Rockland.
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10.

There are four police recruits in the academy that will be out in the fall and will start field
training, and three more going in July and one transfer coming back to town. The Chief will be
coming to the first meeting in June with an operational update.

Mr. Bezanson and Mr. Hagerty, Subcommittee on Policies and Procedures, had several
meetings, tightening things up. Copies of the revisions were passed out for the Board's review
for the next meeting. Town Counsel will also review this.

There will be training on June 21* at 6:30 p.m. at the Senior Center for all board and committee
members.

The Island Grove weed project will be going out to bid.

Steve Wright, Sanborn Head, our consuitant for the landfill, will be coming to the second
meeting in June to go over the land capping process.

Mr. Kolodziej requested the Griffin Dairy Committee come in to the next meeting regarding
money for the well. He also inquired about a grant writer. Town Manager will send an email to
boards/committees asking them to let the Selectmen’s office know if there is a grant they need
help with. Liz Shea and he have done a lot of grant writing.

Motion by Mr. Kolodziej to enter into executive session in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 39,
§23B to conduct strategy sessions in preparation for negotiations with non-union personnel
seconded by Mr. Chapin. Roll call vote: Mr. Hagerty, aye; Mr. Chapin, aye; Mr. Kolodziej, aye;
Mr. Bezanson, aye.

Motion to enter back into open session made by Mr. Kolodziej, seconded by Mr. Hagerty. Roll
call vote: Mr. Hagerty, aye; Mr. Chapin, aye; Mr. Kolodziej, aye; Mr. Bezanson, aye. Motion to
approve a new contract for the Town Manager made by Mr. Kolodziej, seconded by Mr.
Hagerty, unanimous. Mr. Chapin — the Board gave a five year contract to the Town Manager.
The Selectmen have been happy with his work during his first contract and very willing to extend
his contract for another five years.

Motion to adjourn at 7:35 p.m. made by Mr. Chapin, seconded by Mr. Hagerty, unanimous.

Respectfully submitted,

Na

Jnes Auret

ney Héw'st
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