WEST FRANKFORT REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
TUESDAY, JULY 26, 2022

1. MAYOR JORDAN CALLED THE MEETING TO ORDER AT 6:00 P.M.
REQUESTING A ROLL CALL. ALL COMMISSIONERS WERE IN
ATTENDANCE. THE CITY ATTORNEY AND CITY CLERK WERE ALSO
PRESENT.

2. MAYOR JORDAN ASKED FOR APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE
JULY 12TH, 2022 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING. COMMISSIONER HARKINS
MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER
SIMPSON. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN
VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

3. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY CITY BILLS AND PAYROLL IN
THE AMOUNT OF $229,035.82. COMMISSIONER SIMPSON MADE A
MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL
CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO
APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

4. THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION, REGARDING
THE ACCEPTANCE OF BIDS FOR THE DEMOLITION OF CERTAIN
PROPERTIES. WE ONLY RECEIVED A BID FROM ONE PERSON. JOPLIN
SALVAGE BID $9,000.00 FOR 1810 E. POPLAR DUE TO THE REMOVAL OF
HOUSE, GARAGE, FULL BASEMENT AND INGROUND POOL. JOPLIN ALSO
BID $5,000.00 FOR 410 E. ELM WHICH HAS REMOVAL OF HOUSE,
CARPORT, AND BASEMENT. JOPLIN ALSO BID ON 613 N. JEFFERSON FOR
REMOVAL OF HOUSE, GARAGE AND CONCRETE. THE MAYOR SUGGESTS
ACCEPTING ALL THE BIDS FROM JOPLIN SALVAGE. COMMISSIONER
SIMPSON MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER
STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN
VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

5. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO ADVERTISE FOR BIDS FOR THE
DEMOLITION OF 1908 E. GARLAND. THE CODES OFFICER STATED IT IS
AN ABANDONED HOUSE, HOLES IN THE ROOF, SQUATTERS, WE HAVE
HAD PEOPLE BREAKING INTO IT. WE HAVE A CITY ORDINANCE THAT
ALLOWS US TO DO THIS. THE MAYOR STATED, SO WE WILL NOT OWN IT
BUT WE CAN TEAR IT DOWN AND PUT A LIEN AGAINST IT.



COMMISSIONER STANLEY MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY
COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND
MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION, REGARDING
A REQUEST TO VACATE A PORTION OF MCCLELLAND STREET BETWEEN
THE HIGH SCHOOL AND GYM. THE MAYOR STATED MATT DONKIN CAME
TO HIM AND ASKED IF THE CITY WOULD CONSIDER VACATING
MCCLELLAND STREET FROM MAIN TO POPLAR STREET. THAT AREA HAS
BEEN OFF LIMITS THROUGH THE DAY WITH NO TRAFFIC GOING
THROUGH THERE EXCEPT FOR THE STAFF TO PARK. MR. DONKIN
STATED HE WOULD LIKE TO SECURE THAT AS PART OF THE CAMPUS
AND CLOSE THAT OFF POSSIBLY WITH A GATE. THEY WOULD LIKE TO
HAVE THAT ROAD. WE WOULD HAVE TO MAKE SURE THAT WE HAVE
ACCESS TO ALL THE SEWER AND WATER LINES AND ANY OTHER
EASEMENTS WE WOULD REQUIRE. THIS HAS BEEN PRESENTED TO THE
PLANNING COMMISSION LAST NIGHT THEY WERE IN APPROVAL FOR IT.
THE MAYOR ALSO ASKED THE CITY ATTORNEY IF THERE WOULD BE AN
ISSUE WITH THIS AND HE STATED IT SHOULD BE NO PROBLEM.
COMMISSIONER SIMPSON MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY
COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND
MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO RENEW THE WATER SUPPLY

CONTRACTS WITH THE CITY OF ORIENT AND PLUMFIELD. IT CAME TO
OUR ATTENTION THAT WE HAVE A WATER CONTRACT WITH THE CITY OF
ORIENT AND THE VILLAGE OF PLUMFIELD. IT HAD A SUNSET CLAUSE SO
IN 2020 IT HAD ENDED AND THEY WANT US TO RENEW IT. THIS
CONTRACT NEEDS TO BE RENEWED AS IT EXPIRES EVERY TWENTY
YEARS. THESE CONTRACTS ARE IDENTICAL TO WHAT WE ARE
OPERATING UNDER RIGHT NOW AND WILL CONTINUE WITH THE
TWENTY-YEAR EXPIRATION DATE. COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A
MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL
CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO
APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF THE ASSIGNMENT OF TAX

INCREMENT REDEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT FROM MB HOMETOWN
PROPERTIES, LLC TO THE MORELAND LAND TRUST. THE MAYOR
STATED WE DID A TIF AGREEMENT WITH THEM AND THE MORELAND’S



WOULD LIKE IT UNDER A DIFFERENT NAME. IT WILL BE UNDER
MORELAND LAND TRUST. THIS IS FOR THE REMODEL UPDATES TO THE
OLD CITY HALL. COMMISSIONER STANLEY MADE A MOTION TO
APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE:
ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE.
MOTION CARRIED.

THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND
APPROVING THE REAL ESTATE SALES CONTRACT WITH MORELAND
LAND TRUST REGARDING 110 NORTH JEFFERSON, WEST FRANKFORT,
IL. COMMISSIONER SIMPSON MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED
BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS
AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

10.THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION, REGARDING

11

THE PURCHASE OF A TRACTOR AND DITCH MOWER FOR THE STREET
DEPARTMENT. THE CITY HAS RECEIVED BIDS FROM H&R AGRI POWER
FOR A 2022 KUBOTA TRACTOR AT A COST OF $58,800.00 AND A 2022
LAND PRIDE DITCH BANK MOWER FOR $17,000.00. THEY WILL GIVE THE
CITY $4,000.00 FOR TRADE IN OF THEIR OLD TRACTOR A 1995 MODEL
ZETTER AND $3,000.00 FOR THE OLD DITCH MOWER. THE TOTAL COST
FOR THEM IS $68,800.00 WE ALSO RECEIVED A BID FROM
SYDENSTRICKER NOBLE JOHN DEERE. THIS IS FOR A JOHN DEERE
ULTITY TRACTOR AT A COST OF $51,000.00 AND A DITCH MOWER AT A
COST OF $13,455.00. WITH A TRADE IN OF $4,000.00 FOR OUR OLD
TRACTOR AND US KEEPING THE OLD DITCH MOWER. TOTAL COST FROM
THEM IS $61,305.00. ALL COMMISSIONERS AGREED TO SPEND UP TO
$61,305.00 FOR THE PURCHASE OF BOTH. COMMISSIONER STANLEY
MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER
SIMPSON. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN
VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

.THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF THE FIFTH AMENDMENT TO LEASE

WITH WISCONSIN PHYSICIANS SERVICE INSURANCE CORPORATION
D/B/A WPS AT THE WEST FRANKFORT MALL. THE MAYOR STATED THEY
ARE GOING TO EXTEND THEIR LEASE FOR ANOTHER YEAR FROM
SEPTEMBER 1, 2022 TO AUGUST 31, 2023. COMMISSIONER SIMPSON
MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS.
ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED
TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.



12. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE IN THE AMOUNT OF
$7,300.00 FROM NOVACOM FOR THE PURCHASE OF PAGERS FOR THE
WFFD WHICH WAS FUNDED BY A GRANT FROM IPRF. WE ARE USING
GRANT MONEY TO PURCHASE THESE. COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A
MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SIMPSON. ROLL
CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO
APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

13.THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE IN THE AMOUNT OF
$1,544.20 FROM WEEKS FOR THE REPAIR OF A VEHICLE FOR WFPD.
COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY
COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND
MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

14.THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE IN THE AMOUNT OF
$2,115.00 FROM WIGGS EXCAVATING FOR THE HIGHWAY 149 PROJECT
FOR THE WATER DEPARTMENT. THIS WAS TO RELOCATE A FIRE
HYDRANT. COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE,
SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION
CARRIED.

15.THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO TRANSFER LAKE LOT LEASE #85
FROM GEORGE AND ANNETTE REEDER TO ANNETTE REEDER.
COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY
COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND
MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

16.BUILDING AND SIGN PERMITS ~
THERE WERE NO BUILDING OR SIGN PERMITS.

17.MAYOR’S REPORT ~

THE MAYOR STATED THAT WE HAVE BEEN VERY AGGRESSIVE
ABOUT TEARING THESE HOUSES/BUILDINGS DOWN THAT ARE
ABANDONED, AND | THINK ITS HELPING. IT IS LESSEN THE PLACES
PEOPLE CAN GO AND GET INTO ILLEGALLY. IT ALSO IS BAD FOR THE
TOWN'S PROPERTY VALUES. THE MAYOR APPRECIATES ALL THE



HARD WORK THE CODES ENFORCER HAS BEEN DOING.

| WAS FORTUNATE TO GO TO DECATUR TO THE ILLINOIS MUNICPAL
LEAGUE ANNUAL CONFERENCE. THEY MEET FOUR TIMES A YEAR,
AND IM ONE OF THE MAYORS SELECTED TO BE ON THAT BOARD. WE
DISCUSSED THE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT THAT IS GOING TO
BE ON THE BALLOT IN NOVEMBER AND IT HAS A LOT TO DO WITH THE
UNIONS. BUT ONE OF THE THINGS IT STATES IS THAT ITS GOING TO
CHANGE THE CONSTITUTION OF ILLINOIS TO STATE THAT UNIONS
HAVE THE RIGHT TO BARGAIN, OR NEGOTIATE. BUT ONE OF THE
THINGS IT SAYS IS THE STATE OF ILLINOIS CAN NOT PASS
LEGISLATION AND THE MUNICIPALITIES CAN NOT PASS ORDINANCES
THAT INTERFERE WITH THE UNION ACTIVITY OR UNION. THE IML
OPPOSES THAT. WE ARE MANAGEMENT AT THE IML, WE HAVE OUR
WORKERS AND WE ARE MANAGEMENT BY NATURE. THIS
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT FOR THE STATE OF ILLINOIS GIVES
THE UNIONS A LOT MORE POWER AND WILL MAKE IT DIFFICULT FOR
US. IT WILL TAKE AWAY SOME OF OUR RIGHTS WE HAVE. ITS GOOD
FOR ME AS A SMALL TOWN MAYOR | WAS THERE TO REPRESENT
YOU AND SPEAK UP AT THAT MEETING. THERE ARE
REPRESENTATIVES THERE FROM CHICAGO, ROCKFORD, AND A LOT
OF LARGER COMMUNITIES AND THEY HAVE DIFFERENT PROBLEMS
THAN US. BUT ITS GREAT TO HEAR THE ISSUES OTHER CITIES ARE
HAVING AND WHAT IS BEING DONE TO SOLVE THOSE ISSUES. THERE
ARE 1,245 COMMUNITIES IN ILLINOIS AND ALL OF THEM THE IML AND
BUT 15 ARE IN THE IML. WE HAVE ATTORNEYS ON STAFF SO WE CAN
CALL AND ASK QUESTIONS. THEY PROVIDE US WITH A LOT OF
INFORMATION, ALL THE HOUSE AND SENATE BILLS ARE PROVIDED
TO US, SO YOU CAN SEE WHO SUPPORTS IT, WHAT IT IS ABOUT, ETC.
WE TRY TO LOBBY AND BE A PART OF THINGS.

THE PLANNING COMMISSION MET LAST NIGHT AND WE DID DENY A
LIQUOR LICENSE. WE HAD AN APPLICATION FOR A GAMBLING
PARLOR. AND IT WOULD BE JUST THAT, A GAMBLING PARLOR THAT
HAS GAMING AND SERVES ALCOHOL. IN THE PAST IT HAS BEEN THE
RULE THAT IF YOU HAVE A BUSINESS AND YOU'VE BEEN HERE; LET'S
USE HUCKS AS AN EXAMPLE, THEY HAVE BEEN HERE FOR OVER 25
YEARS, THEY WANTED TO ADD GAMING SO THE COUNCIL DECIDED
THAT WOULD BE APPROPRIATE. WE LIMIT THE NUMBER OF GAMING
PARLORS THAT WE HAVE AND FIRST YOU MUST OWN THE BUILDING,
YOU HAVE TO MAKE A CONTRIBUTION TO THE CITY, AS FAR AS YOUR



NOT JUST COMING IN TO PUT IN A GAMING PARLOR. THAT'S NOT
WHAT THE CITY IS ABOUT. THE SECOND THING IS, IS THAT YOU HAVE
A BUSINESS SOMETHING THAT BRINGS IN REVENUE BESIDES
GAMING. A LOT OF TIMES THE GAMING PART OF IT SUPPLEMENTS
WHAT THEY ARE REALLY DOING BY BRINGING IN AN EXTRA
$12,000.00 TO $15,000.00 OF REVENUE TO HELP THEM PAY FOR
SOMETHING ELSE. THIS GENTLEMAN WAS GOING TO RENT A
BUILDING AND HE DID NOT EVEN LIVE HERE. THIS IS NOT WHAT THE
CITY WANTS. THE APPLICANT AGREED IT DID NOT FIT THE CITIES
REQUIREMENTS.

THE MAYOR ALSO STATED WE HAVE A MEETING ON THURSDAY
ABOUT MAIN STREET WITH IDOT. THEY HAVE REMOVED THE
BARRELLS BUT THEY ARE NOT DONE. THEY HAVE DONE THE SOUTH
SIDE OF THE ROAD. WE ARE MEETING ABOUT THE NORTH SIDE OF
THE ROAD AND WHEN THAT WILL START BACK UP.

COMMISSIONER REPORTS:

COMMISSIONER HARKINS STATED THE POLICE AND FIRE ARE DOING
BUSINESS THEY NEVER SIT STILL FOR LONG.

COMMISSIONER SIMPSON STATED SHE THINKS MAIN STREET IS
LOOKING GREAT WITH THE PROGRESS ON THE ROADS.

COMMISSIONER STANLEY STATED THAT THE STREET GUYS ARE
BUSY WE HAVE DONE A BIG SECTION OF WEST ST LOUIS STREET.
THE GUYS HAVE GOTTEN A GRADER AND ROLLER SO THEY ARE
WORKING ON THE ROADS. THEY ARE ALSO MOWING WHAT THEY CAN
UNTIL THEY GET EQUIPMENT FIXED.

COMMISSIONER WARREN STATED THAT SHE IS SORRY FOR BEING
OUT OF THE LOOP, SHE HAS HAD SOME FAMILY ISSUES SHE HAS
BEEN DEALING WITH. IVE TALKED TO CHARLES A COUPLE OF TIMES
AND HE IS WORKING ON THINGS AT THE SEWER PLANT AND GETTING
THAT TAKEN CARE OF. | KNOW THE WATER DEPARTMENT IS
WORKING AND KEEPING THINGS GOING AS WELL.

18. AUDIENCE QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS:

SUSAN DRAGOVICH STATED THAT SHE JUST HAS A COUPLE OF THANK
YOU'S! WE HAVE BEEN TRYING TO CLEAN OUT THE DITCH BEHIND OUR
PROPERTY. WE PICKED UP ALL THE GARBAGE AND GOT RID OF ALL OF



THAT. AND WANTED TO THANK THE STREET DEPARTMENT GUYS FOR
THE QUICK PICK UP OF BRANCHES AND | DIDN'T EVEN ASK THEM TQOO.
SHE ALSO WANTED TO PRAISE THE CODES OFFICER FOR THE GREAT
JOB HE IS DOING IN CLEANING UP THE NEIGHBORHOODS AND THE
PROPERTY BEHIND THEM.

ANOTHER COUPLE IN THE AUDIENCE ALSO WANTED TO THANK THE
CODES OFFICER FOR GETTING THE OLD ABANDONED HOUSE AT 1908 E
GARLAND BEHIND THEM ON THE LIST FOR DEMO TO HELP KEEP
SQUATTERS FROM HANGING OUT IN IT, AND PEOPLE COMING AND
GOING FROM THERE ALL THE TIME TAKING THINGS. THE MAYOR
STATED WE JUST ACCEPTED BIDS ON THREE PROPERTIES TONIGHT SO,
WE WILL TEAR THEM DOWN BEFORE THAT ONE. ONCE WE GET BIDS ON
THE COST OF DEMO FOR THIS ONE AT OUR NEXT COUNCIL MEETING,
WE WILL MOVE FORWARD ON GETTING IT TORN DOWN.

19.MAYOR JORDAN ASKED FOR APPROVAL TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE

20.

21

SESSION TO DISCUSS CONTRACT NEGOTIATIONS, UNION GRIEVANCES,
PERSONNEL, AND/OR PENDING LITIGATION, AS WELL AS DISCUSS
LITIGATION OF BIO MEDICAL APPLICATIONS OF ILLINOIS AGAINST THE
CITY OF WEST FRANKFORT AND OTHERS, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION.
COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY
COMMISSIONER SIMPSON. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS
ALONG WITH THE MAYOR VOTED YES. MOTION CARRIED. THE COUNCIL
WENT INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION AT 6:38 P.M.

THEY RETURNED FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION AT 7:04 P.M. WHERE THEY
TOOK NO ACTION. THE MAYOR ASKED FOR A MOTION TO GO BACK INTO
REGULAR SESSION. COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION FOR
APPROVAL, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE:
ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE.
MOTION CARRIED.

.AFTER RETURNING FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION THE MAYOR ASKED FOR

A MOTION TO ACCEPT THE SETTLEMENT OFFER FROM BIO-MEDICAL
APPLICATIONS OF ILLINOIS VS THE CITY OF WEST FRANKFORT CASE #3-
21-CV-487. THE TERMS OF THAT AGREEMENT HAVE BEEN DISCLOSED IN
EXECUTIVE SESSION AND WILL BE AVAILABLE IF SOMEONE WANTS TO
FOIA THAT. COMMISSIONER SIMPSON MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE,
SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION
CARRIED.



22.WITH NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO BE DISCUSSED, THE MEETING WAS
ADJOURNED ON A MOTION BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS AT 7:05 P.M.
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