WEST FRANKFORT REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
TUESDAY, JANUARY 27, 2026

. MAYOR ARVIEW CALLED THE MEETING TO ORDER AT 6:00 P.M.
REQUESTING A ROLL CALL. ALL COMMISSIONERS WERE IN
ATTENDANCE INCLUDING, THE CITY ATTORNEY AND CITY CLERK.
EXCEPT FOR COMMISSIONER STANLEY, HE WAS NOT PRESENT.

. MAYOR ARVIEW ASKED FOR APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA. THE
MAYOR STATED WE DO HAVE AN ITEM THAT WE HAVE TO ADD, KIND
OF A TIMELY SORT OF THING THAT HAS TO BE DONE AT THIS
MEETING. WE NEED TO ADD APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION TO
APPOINT JACOB GASS AS THE WATER SUPERINTENDENT FOR THE
CITY OF WEST FRANKFORT. COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A
MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HOWARD.
ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED
TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS TO APPROVAL OF THE AMENDED AGENDA FOR
THIS MEETING. COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO
APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL
VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO
APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE
JANUARY 13, 2026 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING. COMMISSIONER
HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY
COMMISSIONER HOWARD. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS
AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION TO HIRE A
FIREFIGHTER FOR THE CITY OF WEST FRANKFORT FIRE
DEPARTMENT. THE MAYOR STATED WE HAD THIS ON THE PREVIOUS
AGENDA, BUT DUE TO SOME TECHNICAL ISSUES, SOME
ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES, WE WEREN'T ABLE TO DO THAT AT THAT
TIME. NOW WE CAN, WE DO HAVE THE PROPER PAPERWORK IN
FRONT OF US. | WOULD ENTERTAIN A MOTION TO APPROVE HIRING
AARON DAVIS AS A FIREFIGHTER FOR THE CITY OF WEST
FRANKFORT. COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO
APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL
VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO



APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION TO APPOINT

JACOB GASS AS THE WATER SUPERINTENDENT FOR THE CITY OF
WEST FRANKFORT. THE MAYOR STATED JIM WHITE HAS BEEN WITH
US FOR TEN YEARS, HE IS RETIRING, SO WE NEED TO APPOINT A
REPLACEMENT. JAKE HAS STEPPED UP TO THE PLATE TO DO THAT,
AND | THINK HE DESERVES THE POSITION. | WOULD ENTERTAIN A
MOTION TO APPOINT JAKE AS THE WATER SUPERINTENDENT.
COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED
BY COMMISSIONER HOWARD. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION
CARRIED.

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO REAPPOINT PAUL LAWRENCE AS

A TRUSTEE FROM THE CITY OF WEST FRANKFORT ON THE REND
LAKE CONSERVANCY DISTRICT, WHICH TERM WILL EXPIRE ON JUNE
30TH, 2031. COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE,
SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION
CARRIED.

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PUBLISH NOTICE INVITING BIDS

FOR THE SALE OF REAL ESTATE LOTS LOCATED AT 507 WEST 7TH,
PARCEL NUMBER 11-13-456-008, 411 NORTH PARKHILL PARCEL
NUMBER 11-24-253-007, AND 1109 EAST LINDELL, PARCEL NUMBER 12-
19-258-014 AS SURPLUS PROPERTY IN THE CITY OF WEST
FRANKFORT, WITH BIDS DUE BY MARCH 10TH, 2026. COMMISSIONER
WARREN MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY
COMMISSIONER HOWARD. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS
AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION WITH POSSIBLE ACTION

REGARDING AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING PERMITTING
REQUIREMENTS FOR RIGHT-OF-WAY EXCAVATIONS WITHIN THE CITY
OF WEST FRANKFORT. THEY MAYOR STATED THAD DO YOU WANT TO
SPEAK TO THIS SO THAT THE PUBLIC KNOWS WHAT WE'RE DOING?
THAD STATED, BASICALLY WHAT WE DID INSTEAD OF THE PROCESS
WE HAD BEFORE WAS, HEY, SOMEBODY WANTS TO PUT FIBER IN,
SOMEBODY WANTS TO DO WHATEVER, WE HAD OUR CITY ATTORNEY
GO THROUGH A CONTRACT WITH THEM. THEY GOT THE RIGHTS TO
DO IT AT BASICALLY NO COST. THEN GO THROUGH THE CITY AND DO



WHATEVER THEY NEED TO. NOW THIS KIND OF TAKES A LOT OF
THAT BURDEN OFF OF JONATHAN, PUTS IT ON ME REALLY, BUT WE
ALSO GET A SAY IN WHAT THEY DO. IT ESTABLISHES CLEAR BOUNDS
FOR WHAT THEY ARE REQUIRED. THERE'S NO BACK AND FORTH OF
THIS IS WHAT WE WANT, THIS IS WHAT YOU'RE GOING TO DO, AND
THIS IS THE PROTECTION WE NOW HAVE FOR OUR CITIZENS.THE
MAYOR STATED, RIGHT, BECAUSE WE HAVE HAD ISSUES IN THE
PAST WHERE COMPANIES WOULD COME IN AND TEAR THINGS UP
AND NOT PUT THEM BACK THE WAY THEY NEEDED TO BE AND THEN
WE HAD TO DEAL WITH THE FALLOUT FROM THAT. THIS IS TO KIND
OF RECTIFY THAT. COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO
APPROVE. SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL
VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO
APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

10. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM

11.

VERNELL'S INTERSTATE SERVICE IN THE AMOUNT OF $2,572.01
REGARDING FUEL FILTER REPAIRS ON THE 2007 GMC C8500 FOR THE
STREET DEPARTMENT. COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A MOTION TO
APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS ROLL CALL
VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO
APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM AQUATIC
CONTROL IN THE AMOUNT OF $5,555.00 FOR MAINTENANCE TO THE
PUMPS FROM APRIL 2026 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 2026 FOR THE
STREET DEPARTMENT. COMMISSIONER HOWARD MADE A MOTION
TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS. ROLL CALL
VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO
APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

12.THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM ATLAS IN

THE AMOUNT OF $25,787.50 FOR PREPARATION OF AUDIT FOR YEAR-
ENDED APRIL 30TH 2024 FOR THE CITY OF WEST FRANKFORT.
COMMISSIONER HOWARD MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED
BY COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS
AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

13.THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM JULIE INC.

IN THE AMOUNT OF $2,358.25 FOR THE ANNUAL ASSESSMENT
INVOICE FOR THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENTS. COMMISSIONER
WARREN MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY



COMMISSIONER HARKINS. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS
AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

14. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM ILLINOIS

PUBLIC RISK FUND IN THE AMOUNT OF $23,088.00 REGARDING
MARCH 2026 WORKERS COMPENSATION. COMMISSIONER HOWARD
MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER
HARKINS. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR
ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

15.THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM LARRY J.

FREDERICK'S, LLC IN THE AMOUNT OF $2,849.00 FOR THREE
BALLISTIC VESTS AND CARRIERS FOR THE NEW HIRES ON THE WEST
FRANKFORT POLICE DEPARTMENT. COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE
A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN.
ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED
TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

16. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM EMS

ACUMED GROUP IN THE AMOUNT OF $4,402.66 FOR EMS BILLING
SERVICE FEE FROM 12-1-25 TO 12-31-25 FOR THE WEST FRANKFORT
FIRE DEPARTMENT. COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO
APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HOWARD. ROLL CALL
VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO
APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

17.THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM TARGET

SOLUTIONS IN THE AMOUNT OF $3,326.24 FOR ANNUAL EMS FIRE
TRAINING SOFTWARE SERVICE FROM 1-31-26 TO 1-30-27.
COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED
BY COMMISSIONER HOWARD. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION
CARRIED.

18.THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM LAVERNE

TODD IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,500.00 FOR REMOVAL OF DANGEROUS
LIMBS FOR THE STREET DEPARTMENT. COMMISSIONER WARREN
MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER
HOWARD. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR
ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED. THE MAYOR
STATED THERE IS A NOTE ON HERE THAT SAYS STREET



DEPARTMENT BUCKET WOULD NOT REACH SO IT WAS SOMETHING
THEY WEREN'T ABLE TO DO SO WE PAID HIM TO DO THAT.

19.THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM WEST
FRANKFORT HAMMER'S TIRE IN THE AMOUNT OF $2,136.00 FOR NEW
TIRES FOR THE JET TRUCK FOR THE SEWER DEPARTMENT.
COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED
BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS
AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

20.THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM RON
SHEW WELDING AND FABRICATING IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,755.00 FOR
REPAIRS TO GRIT CHAMBER AT THE SEWER DEPARTMENT.
COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED
BY COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS
AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

21.THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM WEEKS
CHRYSLER DODGE RAM FIAT IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,949.99 FOR
REPAIRS TO THE 2013 RAM 1500 FOR THE SEWER DEPARTMENT.
COMMISSIONER HOWARD MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED
BY COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS
AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

22.THE NEXT ITEM WAS THE CONSENT AGENDA:
a. APPROVAL TO PAY BILLS.

COMMISSIONER HOWARD MADE A MOTION FOR APPROVAL,
SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE.
MOTION CARRIED.

BUILDING AND SIGN PERMITS ~ THE CODES OFFICER STATED FIRST
ONE WAS FOR RESIDENTIAL ACCESSORY CARPORT FOR CHARLES
BOWERS 710 SOUTH JACKSON STREET. I'VE GOT MY SITE PLANS,
REGISTERED CONTRACTOR, BUILDING PLANS | THINK THEY'RE
ALREADY GETTING STARTED ON THAT. | GAVE THEM KIND OF A
VERBAL GO AHEAD SINCE THEY HAD EVERYTHING, THEY NEEDED. |
RECOMMEND APPROVAL. COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION
FOR APPROVAL, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HOWARD. ROLL
CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO
APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

NEXT PERMIT WAS A ROOF MOUNT RESIDENTIAL SOLAR PROJECT
FOR KEITH OLOUGHLIN 613 SOUTH LOCUST STREET. I'VE GOT



REGISTERED CONTRACTOR I'VE GOT PLANS EVERYTHING THAT |
NEED. | RECOMMEND APPROVAL. COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A
MOTION FOR APPROVAL, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN.
ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED
TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

NEXT PERMIT WAS FOR A ROOF MOUNT RESIDENTIAL SOLAR
PROJECT FOR CHEYENNE JACKSON 815 WEST LINDELL STREET.
REGISTERED CONTRACTOR STAMP PLANS, | HAVE EVERYTHING |
NEED. | RECOMMEND APPROVAL. COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A
MOTION FOR APPROVAL, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN.
ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED
TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

23.MAYORS REPORT~

MAYOR ARVIEW STATED WITH EVERYTHING THAT'S BEEN GOING ON
WITH THE WEATHER | JUST WANT TO GIVE A SHOUT OUT TO OUR
STREET AND WATER GUYS FOR BEING OUT THERE WORKING
AROUND THE CLOCK TAKING CARE OF BUSINESS, | REALLY
APPRECIATE THAT. | KNOW THAT SOME PEOPLE HAVE BEEN ASKING
ABOUT CLEARING ALLEYWAYS OUT UNFORTUNATELY THAT'S
SOMETHING THAT WE'RE NOT ABLE TO DO AT THIS TIME JUST
BECAUSE THERE'S SO MUCH ELSE GOING ON THAT KIND OF TAKES
PRIORITY. IT'S NOT THAT WE DON'T THINK THAT IT'S IMPORTANT FOR
US TO CLEAR ALLEYWAYS OR TO HELP PEOPLE HAVE THEIR
DRIVEWAYS CLEARED OFF AND THINGS LIKE THAT BUT THERE'S A
LOT OF PEOPLE IN THIS TOWN AND A LOT OF THINGS THAT NEED
DONE AND WE ONLY HAVE SO MANY PEOPLE AND SO MUCH
EQUIPMENT TO BE ABLE TO HANDLE ALL THESE THINGS. SOME OF
THAT STUFF IS GOING TO GET DELAYED UNFORTUNATELY IT'S JUST
SOMETHING OUT OF OUR CONTROL BUT WE WILL GET TO THINGS AS
SOON AS WE CAN AND HOPEFULLY THE WEATHER WILL ACTUALLY
IMPROVE THANKFULLY, WE LIVE IN A PART OF THE COUNTRY WHERE
WINTER DOESN'T REALLY LAST FOR THREE MONTHS. IT'S USUALLY A
COUPLE WEEKS AND THEN AND THEN WE'RE BACK TO WARMER
TEMPERATURES SO HOPEFULLY IN THE NEAR FUTURE THAT SNOW
WILL KIND OF CLEAR ITSELF OFF. THE OTHER THING THAT | WANTED
TO TALK ABOUT WAS THE WATER RATE INCREASE THAT HAPPENED
ON JANUARY 1, 2026 SO AT THE NOVEMBER 25, 2025 MEETING WE
VOTED TO RAISE THE WATER RATES JUST BECAUSE WITH
INCREASED COSTS WE HAD TO DO THAT IT WASN'T BY A HUGE



AMOUNT. WE HAVE THE ORDINANCE AVAILABLE FOR ANYBODY IF
YOU NEED REMINDED OF HOW MUCH BUT IT'S JUST SMALL
PERCENTAGES REALLY COMPARED TO THE ENTIRE BILL BUT | JUST
WANT TO LET PEOPLE KNOW THAT WHEN | MENTIONED THAT IT WAS
A LITTLE BIT CONFUSING ON WHEN THAT TOOK EFFECT AND WHEN
IT WOULD SHOW UP ON THE BILL. IT ACTUALLY TOOK EFFECT ON
JANUARY 1-2026 BUT IT WOULD BE THEN FOR SERVICE FROM THE
MONTH OF JANUARY IS GOING TO SHOW UP ON THE MARCH 1ST
BILL. SO, MARCH 1ST IS WHEN YOU'LL ACTUALLY SEE IT REFLECTED
ON YOUR BILL BUT THE RATES ACTUALLY WENT UP ON JANUARY 1ST
AND THE MINIMUM RATE INCREASE WENT FROM $36.36 TO $37.61 SO
IF YOU SEE YOU KNOW A BUMP IN YOUR MARCH BILL THAT'S WHAT IT
IS IT'S ACTUALLY FROM THE SERVICE THAT TOOK PLACE IN THE
MONTH OF JANUARY.

THERE WAS SOME CONFUSION DURING THE MEETING, BUT WHAT
THE MAYOR SAID THE FIRST TIME WAS CORRECT, WHICH IS WHAT IS
STATED ABOVE.

COMMISSIONER REPORTS~

COMMISSIONER HARKINS STATED DUE TO THE CLIMATE CHANGE
THE POLICE AND FIRE DEPARTMENT'S BEEN HAVING A GOOD TIME
KEEPING THINGS GOING. THEY HAVE BEEN DOING A GOOD JOB, IM
PROUD OF THEM.

COMMISSIONER HOWARD STATED WE ARE STILL WAITING ON THE
AUDIT, IT'S SUPPOSED TO BE IN THE NEXT WEEK OR SO. BUT IT WAS
PUSHED BACK JUST A LITTLE BIT BECAUSE THEY HAD ASKED FOR
SOME MORE INFORMATION SO HOPEFULLY IT WILL BEFORE WE
HAVE ANOTHER COUNCIL MEETING, WE SHOULD HAVE THAT AUDIT.
ALSO WE'RE GOING TO HAVE TO WATCH OUR EXPENSES AS MUCH
AS WE CAN | KNOW WE'VE GOT EXPENSES WE HAVE TO PAY BUT IF
WE CAN PUT SOMETHING OFF FOR A LITTLE BIT TRY YOUR BEST
GUYS AND GALS SO WE CAN GET THROUGH THE END OF THIS YEAR
WITHOUT OVERSPENDING

COMMISSIONER STANLEY WAS NOT PRESENT

COMMISSIONER WARREN STATED | DON'T HAVE REALLY ANYTHING
ABOUT PUBLIC PROPERTY BUT | WILL JUST WANT TO THANK

EVERYBODY FOR GOING OUT IN THE COLD AND DOING THEIR JOBS
THAT THEY HAVE TO DO. IT'S APPRECIATED. | KNOW THERE WAS A



BIG FIRE LAST NIGHT AND I'M SURE {T WAS FREEZING COLD BUT
THAT HAPPENS AND | KNOW ALL THE DEPARTMENTS GO OUT AND
HAVE TO DO SOMETHING | APPRECIATE IT ALL.

24. CITY ATTORNEY REPORT: | ONLY HAVE UPDATES FOR EXECUTIVE
SESSION FOR THE COUNCIL.

25. AUDIENCE COMMENTS: NO AUDIENCE COMMENTS WERE MADE.

26.THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION
FOR DISCUSSION PURSUANT TO 5 ILCS 120/2(C) (1), 5 ILCS 120/2 (C)
(6), AND 5 ILCS 120/2 (C) (11). PERSONNEL, REAL ESTATE AND
LITIGATION. AT 6:30 P.M. COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION
FOR APPROVAL, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL
CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO
APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

27.WITH NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO BE DISCUSSED, THE MEETING WAS
ADJOURNED ON A MOTION BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS AT 7:44 A.M.
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