WEST FRANKFORT SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2023

1. MAYOR ARVIEW CALLED THE MEETING TO ORDER AT 5:30 P.M.
REQUESTING A ROLL CALL. ALL COMMISSIONERS EXCEPT FOR
COMMISSIONER STANLEY, AND THE CITY ATTORNEY WERE IN
ATTENDANCE. INCLUDING THE CITY CLERK.

2. MAYOR ARVIEW ASKED FOR APPROVAL OF AN ORDINANCE MAKING
THE ANNUAL TAX LEVY FOR THE CITY OF WEST FRANKFORT,
ILLINOIS, FOR THE FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING ON THE FIRST DAY OF
MAY, 2023 AND ENDING ON THE LAST DAY OF APRIL, 2024. THE
MAYOR STATED WE HAD A HEARING TONIGHT AT 5:00 P.M., WE
DIDN'T HAVE ANY QUESTIONS ON THIS. | RECOMMEND WE APPROVE
THIS. COMMISSIONER HOWARD MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE,
SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION
CARRIED.

3. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF A PROPOSED NEW COLLECTIVE
BARGAINING AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY AND THE LABORERS
LOCAL 773/ DISPATCHERS TO COVER THE PERIOD OF MARCH 1, 2023
THROUGH FEBRUARY 28, 2026. COMMISSIONER HOWARD STATED
THE REASON THIS TOOK SO LONG TO GET THIS APPROVED WAS,
THE COPY | WAS GIVEN WAS NOT THE CORRECT COPY. JOHN
ALLSOPP AND | HAD A FEW CONVERSATIONS WE CHANGED SOME OF
THE LANGUAGE IN A COUPLE PLACES WHERE IT TALKS ABOUT THE
1099 FOR THE ALLOWANCE IF YOU DO NOT USE IT UP. YOU CAN'T DO
THAT THE IRS SAYS YOU HAVE TO ADD IT TO YOUR W-2. WE
CHANGED IF YOU DON'T TURN IN YOUR RECEIPTS IT WILL BE ADDED
TO YOUR WAGES. MR. ALLSOPP STATED | JUST WANT TO SAY THANK
YOU FOR WORKING WITH ME, AND GETTING THIS STRAIGHT, WE HAD
A FEW CONVERSATIONS ON THE PHONE YOU WERE A PLEASURE TO
DEAL WITH, | JUST WANT TO TELL EVERYONE THANK YOU.
COMMISSIONER HOWARD SAID YOU ARE WELCOME. THE MAYOR
STATED HOPEFULLY WE CAN MAKE THE SAME PROGRESS WITH THE
OTHERS HERE SHORTLY. COMMISSIONER HOWARD MADE A MOTION
TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS. ROLL CALL
VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO
APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.



AUDIENCE COMMENTS:

JAMES EMBERTON WAS SPEAKING FOR THE DISPATCHERS, HIS WIFE
IS A WF DISPATCHER, HE STATED | HAVE A FEW QUESTIONS ABOUT
THE 1099, UNIFORM ALLOWANCE. | HAVE BEEN THROUGH ABOUT 10
DIFFERENT CONTRACTS MYSELF OVER 30 YEARS. WHO WILL BE
KEEPING TRACK OF THE RECEIPTS, WHO WOULD THEY TURN THE
RECIEPTS IN TO, WHO WILL KEEP THEM? ALSO, WE WERE
PREVIOUSLY TOLD SEVERAL YEARS AGO BY ANOTHER ENTITY THAT
MAINTAINCE OF THE UNIFORMS WOULD ALSO COUNT AS RECEIPTS,
SUCH AS LAUNDRY DETERGANT, FABRIC SOFTENER, AND DRYER
SHEETS, BECAUSE WE HAVE TO MAINTAIN THEM. | PERSONALLY
TAKE MINE TO THE DRY CLEANERS, SO MY DRY-CLEANING RECEIPTS
WENT TOWARDS THAT. THEN YOU CAN GET TO THE NIT-PICKY
THINGS SUCH AS SHOES, SOCKS, UNDERWEAR, AND WHICH WAS
ALLOWED BACK THEN. BUT THIS IS SOMETHING TO CONSIDER, | AM
JUST CURIOUS WHO WILL BE TAKING CARE OF THE RECEIPTS.
COMMISSIONER HOWARD STATED OUR HUMAN RESOURCE
MANAGER NANCY HOBSON, SHE WILL PUT THE RECEIPTS IN A FILE.
MR. EMBERTON STATED IS YOUR UNDERSTANDING ABOUT THE
CLEANING THE SAME? COMMISSIONER HOWARD STATED MY
UNDERSTANDING IS LAUNDRY AND DRY CLEANING IS, BUT | WILL GET
A COMPLETE LIST TO YOU THAT YOU CAN TURN IN. WHAT IT DOES
SAY IS YOU CAN NOT TURN IN CLOTHING THAT IS SUITABLE FOR
EVERYDAY CLOTHING. FOR EXAMPLE, THE STREET DEPARTMENT
THEY WEAR THE HIGH-VISIBILITY SHIRTS, AND INCLUDES SAFTEY
ITEMS. THE MAYOR STATED WITH DEALING WITH THE IRS RULE CAN
CHANGE, SO WE HAVE TO KEEP UP WITH THAT.

COMMISSIONER HOWARD STATED | JUST WANT TO SAY NEXT YEAR
WE ARE GOING TO CHANGE IT TO WHERE IT WILL NOT SHOW UP ON
YOUR W-2, WE ARE GOING TO ISSUE TWO SEPARATE CHECK FOR
THE CLOTHING ALLOWANCE. ONE OF THE DISPATCHER’'S BARBRA
STATED SOME SAID THIS HAD PUT US IN A HIGHER TAX BRACKET,
THERFORE IT WILL TAKE MORE TAXES OUT ON IT. ARE WE GOING TO
GET REINBURSTED THOSE TAXES BACK. COMMISSIONER HOWARD
SAID WHEN YOU FILE YOUR TAX RETURN, YOU WILL. WHAT SOME
PEOPLE DON'T UNDERSTAND IS IF YOU GET A 1099 YOU HAVE TO PAY
SELF EMPLOYEMENT TAX ON THAT, THAT IS 15.3 PERCENT PLUS
THERE IS NO WITHHOLDING. YOU WILL ACUTALLY SAVE MONEY



HAVING IT ON YOUR W-2'S. MR. EMBERTON STATED LOOKING AT MY
WIFES PAYSTUB IT WAS VERY MISLEADING WE SEE THE CLOTHING
ALLOWANCE ADDED BUT IT SHOULD OF ALSO OF BEEN IN THE
DEDUCTED COLUMN. COMMISSIONER HOWARD STATED | KNOW WE
ARE GOING TO CONTACT OUR SOFTWARE, LOCIS TO FIGURE OUT IF
WE CAN GET THIS FIXED. WE HAVE ALREADY BEEN WORKING ON, IT
ONLY SHOWING UP ONCE ON THE W-2 NOT TWICE.

4. WITH NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO BE DISCUSSED, THE MEETING WAS
ADJOURNED ON A MOTION BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS, SECONDED
BY COMMISSIONER WARREN AT 5:42 P.M.
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